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Reno Getting a Taste of the Swank 


And Likes It; Summer Biz Off 35%, 


+ 


By JACK HELLMAN 
Reno, Aug. 10. 

This hard-crusted burg that likes 
to live up to its electric lighted repu- 
tation of being ‘The biggest little 
city in the world’ has gone softie 
and is leaning strongly to the cream- 
puff.side. Those sun-baked pros- 
pectors, who found the town’s pine 
seats comfy enough for their cal- 
loused fundaments, are shying away 
from the main drag where the city 
fellers have set up their own Park 
avenue. 

The town’s tinsel palaces are— 
Charlie Rennie’s Town House, hard 
by the Riverside hotel, mecca of 
divorcees, or Hy Hoffman’s Club 
Fortune, newest of the game and 
guzzle traps. Imagine the look on 
the old prospectors’ pans when an 
optic survey fails to mark a single 
spittoon. Or how they must shrink 
from the sight of a huge cut glass 
bowl, brimful with neatly packaged 
lipstick tissues. To say nothing of 
oriental rugs that caress the ankles, 
or hip-high upholstering. Nary a 
pine board in sight. 

Of course, there are still a few 
of the other kind left, but tough 
old Reno didn’t think it would ever 
come to pass that cowhands would 
roam a tango salon, decked out in 
silks and satins and expostulating 
from the hip. Or that plush would 
meet a sitdown, when or where. Or 


(Continued on page 54) 


Showboat Passing Up 
Big Towns, Yokels No 
Like Slickers’ Whoopee 


St. Louis, Aug. 10. 

The Goldenrod, showboat plying 
the Mississippi, Illinois and Ohio 
rivers during summer season, is find- 
ing biz profitable even though it 
will duck St. Louis and other large 
towns. Capt. B. F. Menke said there 
were several reasons why St. Louis 
will not be a port of call. 

In the first place, Capt. Menke 
Stated, city license is too high even 
if city authorities were to waive 
enforcement of an ordinance which 
Prohibits wooden theatres being 
used as places of assemblage. 
Other reason is that rural folk, who 
Still take their ‘Dora Dean,’ ‘East 
Lynne,’ ‘The Drunkard,’ ‘Tildy Ann,’ 
‘The Vulture,’ etc., seriously object 
to presence of cityites who. visit 
Showboat plays on slumming parties 
and who refused to become alarmed 
at conspiracies hatched by the vil- 
lain and frustrated by the hero. 

Capt. Menke finds that country 
customers still have a warm spot in 








their hearts for the old-time mel- 
lers, despite radio anad pix. They 
are content with one visit a year 


from a showboat even though they 
witness but a single performance. 
tate Goldenrod got a lucky break 


eral weeks ago when an accident 


(Continued on page 62) 





Lloyds Tips Pix Reelers 





Newsreel home offices were tipped 
on how Lloyds of London» regards 
the danger of an armed conflict in 
Europe during the past week when 
they took out insurance on camera- 
men dispatched to the China-Japan 
danger zone. Upping of Lloyds’ rates 
indicates the insurance underwriters 
do not. regard outlook as any too 
bright. 

Premium for $10,000 policy 
seven times as great as normally, de- 
pending on length of time taken out 
for, with three-month period longest 
listed. This applies to the entire 
world, excepting Spain. 


French Threaten 
Boycott of Home 


is 





Paris, Aug. 190. 


smoothed over, temporarily, a new 
problem has arisen to face Holly- 
wood in the form of an ‘anti-Holly- 
wood’ drive as a protest against the 
snapping up of French artists and 
technicians by Hollywood producers. 
Break in relations threatens between 
Paris and Hollywood which might 
have far-reaching results. 

Motivated by a powerful French 
film producing syndicate, beef will 
probably eventually result in a home 
boycott of French artists who accept 
foreign engagements of more than 
one film annually while not complet- 
ing the same amount in France. 

This is the first public outcry 
against the desertion of the home 
field, although the movement has 
been under cover for some time now. 
It will affect those already in 
America, England and elsewhere, as 
well as new signees. 


Only two important French players 





involved are Fernand Gravet and 
Charles Boyer, although there are 
several French femmes about to 


Sign of Autumn 


Minneapolis, Aug. 10. 

Minnesota-Notre Dame _ football 
game has biggest advance sale ever 
enjoyed by any amusement or 
event here. Although contest is 
more than two months off (Oct. 31), 
| 52.000 seats have been sold at $3.30 | 
leach. All were disposed of by mail 
| order. 





Talent in H'wood 


Now that quota troubles have been 


come to Hollywood who might fall 
into this classification, notably Dan- 
nielle Darrieux and Anabella. 
Simone Simon was not a star in 
Paris when brought to the VU. S 
Chevalier, of course, is back in! 
France. 


sport | 


INTH ASE, 
CEILING YT 
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‘Condition Ascribed to Biz 
Being in Flush of Pre- 
Depresh  Prosperity— 
Bankers No Savvy Why 
Intake Not in Keeping 





WASTE—BUT WHERE? 





By JOHN C. FLINN 
Hollywood, Aug. 10. 
Lights are burning late in the cost 
| estimate departments of the Holly- 
wood studios. Amber reflections 
dart through Venetian blinds, touch 
the stucco sound stages, glance off 
the roof of a star’s dressing-room 
bungalow, and are lost in the net- 
work 





maze of timber which sup- 
ports, from the rear, a replica of 
! Cleopatra’s palace. But the boys 





Radio Payrolls 





Current issue details how ra- 
dio payroll costs are going up 
too. Due to five-day week, 
unionization, generally upping 
overhead, etc. Estimated the 
tilt this year is 25%. 

Story in the radio department 
of this issue. 











who work with slide rules: 
lines on graphs, indicating upward 
prices in all divisions of picture- 
making, linger on until morning 
| hours trying to solve the one prob- 
(Continued on page 4) 


NEW YORK CITY 
AFFABLE IN 
NEW AGE 


Long known for its aloofness and 
lack of that neighborliness which 
distinguishes many an 





American | 
| Both 


| tions to see him Off. 





who plot | 





LLYWOOD COSTS UP 33% 





|Joe College Gloming H’'wood Coin 
To See Him Through Those Campuses 





+ 


Love Wins Again 





Barry Sullivan, of the Broadway 
company of ‘Brother Rat,’ left last 
week for the Coast to marry Marie 
Brown, of the Los Angeles edition 
of the same show, ‘Whole cast from 
the Biltmore, N, Y.,°was at the sta- 


George Abbott intends some shuf- 
fling to get ’em ‘both in the same 
company. 








Fair Men Already 
See N.Y.’sExpo As 
A Cinch °39 Click 


With the opening of New York 
World's Fair nearly two years dis- 
tant, veteran fair executives from 
other cities already are predicting 
a click, They see it as the largest 
fair ever staged, not simply in ad- 
vance billing, but in space, build- 
ings, exhibits and participation by 
companies, states and nations. 

Influx of industrial companies and 
exhibitors seeking space has aston- 
ished N, Y. Fair officials, who have | 
witnessed the struggle to create in- 
terest in other expositions. It's 
simply a matter of putting on the 
apron and waiting on the customers; 
of trying to find space and allotting 
this so that there will be a minimum | 
of squawks. 

Aside from improved business in 
the last two years over U. S., old- 
line fair executives say this unusual | 
condition is the result of show- 





| dition 


Hollywood, Aug. 10. 

Joe College, a large number of 
whom are extant in these parts, is 
looking around these days for coin 
to pay fraternity dues, college en- 
trance fees and other items, maybe 
a pencil or a book, with the result 
that studio casting gates are clut- 
tered with him. 

Case in point in Paramount’s 
‘Thrill of a Lifetime,’ formerly 
yclept ‘Summer Romance,’ which 
will will feature the rahrah element 
to a considerable extent, Freshmen 
and upper classmen are yammering 
for extra and bit spots figuring that 
the film’s locale, a summer camp, is 
the proper dish for romantic col- 
legians, canoeists and crooners, 

Situation calls to mind that, in ad- 
to the customary quota of 
gridiron stuff coming out of the 
Hollywood hoppers this season, the 
studios are going in strong for col- 
lege background, while the number 
of film tags with the word college in 


‘em would fill a column of agate 
type. 

All this college mahoomba calls 
not only for the brawny athletic 


types but also for the swagger set, 
(Continued on page 24) 


Dallas’ Sex-Religio 
Stunt Irks Mexico 
But It’s OK for B.0. 


Dallas, Aug. 10. 
It's been officially established that 
the Aztecs didn’t stab virgins during 
spiritual orgies in pre-historic Mex- 
ico. This fact went into the records 








jafter the Dallas consular representa- 


tive from Mexico forced Pan-Ameri- 

can exposition officials to delete such 

a scene from Cavalcade last week. 
Until a week ago “avalcade script 


mindedness on the part of American | Called for the pyramid sacrifice of 
public and industrial company of-| 4" Aztec warrior, the blowoff being 
ficials plus the fact that New York’s|/@ volcano eruption in background. 


pre-eminence makes 


Few firms believe that they can af- | 


ford to stay out. Manhattan’s show, 
it is believed, will benefit from mis- 


takes made at other recent fairs. | 


Exposition in N, Y. 


in 1939 prob- | 


ably will occupy more space than | 
the 427 acres used at Chicago. Only | 


one-story buildings will be used to 
house exhibits and lateral aisles 
alone will be permitted in them 
will overcome difficulties 
countered at other world 


en- 
shows. 


it a natural. | Producer Red Vollman decided he 


needed to sex up the historical spec- 
tacle so he substituted a nude girl 


|for the warrior. 


Consul A. G. Dominguez protested 
and when his wail was ignored he 
came up with an agreement signed 
last May between him and exposi- 
tion officials granting Mexican gov- 


| ernment right to censor all offensive 


ithe 


Fair visitors won't go to the second | 


As the | floor for any exhibits, so the Chi- 
i, | cago fair lads discovered—not even 


if escalators and other conveniences 


| are provided. Elimination of cir- 

| cular pathways through fair dix 
plays also will enhance the display 
of prize 


city, New York is letting down its 
hair and proving that it pays to be 
more than casually cordial. It’s 
| good b.o. for the big burg 

No. 1 tourist centre of the worlc 

the New York midtowners—mer- | 
|chants and transients alike—are 
lately losing some of their brusque- 

{ness which made many a visitor 

wonder at the town’s general chill | 


and exaggerated preoccupation. 
Rockefeller Center 


however, have been the prime fac- 
tors in this new tack. As the major 
| tourist focus of N. Y., with the Em- 
pire State building as runner-up, a 


(Continued on page 50) 


and Radio City, | 


ee ts. 


Ruth to Manage H’wood 9? 
Hollywood, Aug. 10. 
George Raft left vesterday (Tues- 
day) for N. Y. to confer with Babe 
Ruth on latter’s management of the 
Hollywood Baseball Club. 


scenes in Cavalcade. The consul said 
virgin sacrifice was offensive and 
wasn’t historically accurate. 

There was pro and con contro- 
versy on accuracy of scene—in the 


press, of course—but result was con- 
sul had his way and Cavalcade’s 
business took a spurt. Everybody 
now satisfied. 

Attendance at the exposition 


passed the 1,000,000 mark over 
week-end and officials continued 
plans for elaborate free attractions 
as gate inducements. Cavalcade has 
been on free list for couple of weeks. 
A..free jamboree in which names 
from midway and Cas partici- 
pated was offered in amphithe 
(Continued 48) 
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IN PHILLY, EXHIBS THINK PAR ERRED 
BY SUING; OTHERS MINIMIZE SITUASH 





Some Exhibs Sustain Paramount’s Privilege to With- 
hold $1,000,000-and-More Productions—No Philly 


Exhib Personally Suin 


Philadelphia, Aug. 10. 

General feeling among top indus- 
try execs here is that Par pulled 
he wrong card from the deck, when 
jt filed an injunction suit against 
striking exhibs. Only a very few 
of the indies have been scared by 
the action, while the rest have been 


embittered. Suit has only served to | 


make the theatre operators grit their 
teeth and determine more than ever 
that they won’t sign with Par. 


Despite the fact that injunction 
against picketing or other persuasion 
was temporarily granted by Federal 
Court last week-—and is being scrup- 
ulously observed by the United Mo- 
tion Picture Theatre Owners—date 
and buying strike has in no way 
Joosened up. Exhibs have been 
drawn together tighter than a drum 
and are now more united than in 
any in film bistory, at least in Philly. 


Unheard-of cooperation is taking | 


place among nabes. They feel that 
they are in a favorable position, be- 
cause, as their attorney, Ben Golder 
—who three times defeated Par in 
court on the double-feature issue— 
explained: ‘The worst that Para- 
mount can do to you, if they can 
prove you broke the contract and 
they didn’t, is sue you for the amount 
due for August pictures.’ 


Since Par’s legal action, the strike 
war chest has gone past the $10,000 
mark. A $2,500 retainer was sent 
Golder this week. Exhibs are further 
optimistic because they are certain 
of almost unlimited financial backing 
through the interest of several large 
firms in the strike. Among these is 
Erny-Nolen, which has only two the- 
atrés, but actually owns a whole por- 
tion of the better part of Philly. 


Briefs were filed with the court 
Jast Thursday by both sides in an 
effort to have the injunction 
amended. No action was taken by 
the court, however. A hearing on 
whether the injunction will be made 
permanent is skedded in the Post 
Office building here tomorrow 
(Wednesday ). 





$250,000 Loss? 


it is estimated that Paramouni al- 
ready has suffered damages of $250,- 
000 as result of the exhibitor ‘strike’ 
against the company. Paramount. 
booking dates in approximately 150 
theatres, in several states, have been 
withdrawn by the ‘strikers.’ Around 
100 of these theatres are in New Jer- 
sey, Delaware, Pennsylvania. Minne- 
sota claims the remaining 50. 


The trade in general, as well as 
Par, is apprehensive over the meth- 
ods and technique employed by the 
‘striking’ exhibitors in this situation. 
Not only hes picketing been threat- 
ened against houses wherein Par 
films are being played, but threats 


also have been made to compel ex- | 


hibitors neither to buy nor to play 
Par films. 


Whether the Department of Jus- | 


tice might be asked to look into the 
situation is something else. The D. 
of J. always has been on its toes 
to bring actions against distribs for 
restraint-of-trade and conspiracy. So 


it's going to be worth watching to. 
see what happens in this situation | 


with a distributor on the other end. 


It is likely that Par may argue to 
go ahead on the merits in the case 
which comes up for hearing today 
(Wed.) in the Federal district court, 
Philadelphia, and try to obtain a 
permanent injunction against the 
alleged conspirators in Pennsylvania, 
Delaware, and New Jersey, defend- 
ants in the case. 


At Minneapolis tomorrow (Thurs.) 
Paramount goes to bat regarding a 
temporary inj:.uction against Allied 
of Northwest. 


Paramount delivered 53 films on | 


its 1936-37 program. Its promise was 
to deliver ‘not more than 65.” No 
minimum was mentioned. Under its 
standard contract, Par promised to 
deliver all films which it shall have 
‘generally released.’ Insofar as 


known there has been no question | 
about Paramount fulfilling the legal | 


requirement of its contracts. Curious 
angle of the situation also is that 
most of the films which Par failed 
to deliver on its 1936-37 program, 


g Par 


,and about which the striking exhibi- 
tors are complaining were not even 
finished when the ‘strike’ got under 
way. 

Nearly every company fails to de- 
liver from 5% to 10% of its product. 
Players, stories and many other 
causes prevent some films from be- 
ing delivered as hoped for. 

The wade always has been able to 
| adjust this before. Generally these 
| Situations are individually ironed out 
| between exchange and exhibitor. 
Exhibitor Opinion 
| Exhibitor opinion is that, legally, 
| the protesting exhibitors won’t ac- 
complish much in the present move. 
| As one exhib puts if, ‘it is okay to 
| use buying-resistance to Par pictures 

as a seasonal argument, but per- 

sonally I would want to know that I 

had plenty of strong product or 
| enough to carry through for a year 
before I told the world that Para- 
mount was unfair. I know a lot of 
exhibs can’t forego using this com- 
pany’s pictures and still operate 
profitably.’ 


said that the proof that Par had not 
broken any contract with exhibs was 
contained in the fact that not a sin- 
gle exhibitor has started suit for 
breach of contract. He pointed out 
that no film company will guarantee 
a fixed number of pictures in a given 
year, with exigencies of production 
what they are. He said the average 
exhibition contract reads that the 
distributor agrees to deliver all pic- 
tures ‘produced and released’ in a 
fixed period of 12 months (new Par 
year starts Aug. 1) in U. S. Sole ex- 
ception is the proviso that the dis- 
| trib can roadshow any film in L.A. 
. (Continued on page 8) 


Fed’l Trade Commish 
Reviewing Anti-Par 
Charges Made by Myers 


Washington, Aug. 10. 

Investigation of charges against 
Paramount filed by Allied States As- 
sociation, as part of campaign to 
force delivery of withheld pictures, 
was launched last week by Federal 
Trade Commission coincident with 
indie exhibitor appeals for Justice 
Department support. 

Informal study of the brief sub- 
mitted by Abram F. Myers, Allied 
general counsel, was ordered by the 
F.T.C, as preliminary to decision on 
issuance of a formal complaint under 
| which Par would be forced to show 
cause why a cease-and-desist order 
should not be granted. Commish 
lawyers will weigh data obtained 
| from warring exhibitors to see if a 
| prima facie case exists and advise 
upon carrying proceedings further. 

Indie-Par troubles were laid be- 

















Veteran picture association leader | 


Lewis Round-Tables 
Coast Exhibs to Get 
Slant on Par Strike 


Los Angeles, Aug. 10. 

Myke Lewis, Paramount’s western 
district sales chief, summoned a 
small group of indie exhibs for a 
conference at his offices here last 
week to informally discuss’ the 
Southern California play-date em- 
bargo in effect against the distribu- 
ting organization. 

Lewis, who has been out of town 
for some weeks, wanted to get a 
first-hand grasp of the indie griev- 
ances, and while no action resulted 
from the get-together, belief is that 
favorable progress was made. 

Local indies met again last Friday 
(6), but beyond going over a resume 
of the embargo fight to date and 
agreeing to mark time voted no 
other action. 

Advices received here from Seattle 
tell of a resolution adopted by the 
independent exhibitor organization 
there, in which Paramount is vin- 
dicated of any practices not followed 
by other distribs, and condemning 
| boycotting practices. 


N. W. LUKEWARM 
ON PAR STRIKE 


Minneapolis, Aug. 10. 

Although Northwest Allied claims 
in excess of 230 independent ex- 
hibitors in the territory are par- 
ticipating in the playdate strike 
against Paramount, the exchange 
here insists ‘there has been little 
interference’ with its business and 
that most of its regular accounts are 
using its pictures the same as usual. 

Paramount points out that many 
of the exhibitors listed in the North- 
west Allied bulletins as having 
pulled playdates never have been 
sold the product or are unimportant. 
One prominent exhibitor, E. L. 
Dilley, Northfield, Minn., gave out a 
story to the Northfield News, pub- 
lished on its front page, stating he 
is not in sympathy with the strike 
and will continue to show Para- 
mount pictures. 

Instead of personally picketing the 
Paramount exchange, as it was an- 
nounced they would do, the striking 
exhibitors have employed pickets 
from outside the business to carry 
the banners charging the company 
with being unfair and requesting 
that it be not patronized. Dope now 
is that Northwest Allied will not go 
through with its threat to picket 
theatres that show Paramount pic- 
tures despite the strike. 

Local exhibitors are alarmed over 
{the fact that Minneapolis A.A. 
| league baseball team plans _ five 
| nights a week next summer. Club 
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Par Battle Concerns All Majors — 


(Reprinted from ‘Daily Variety’) 





the titles of six pictures, which 
delivered, and not canceled. 


Any review of the situation in 


existing contracts. 
in which Paramount finds itself 


ments and arrangements. 


motion picture industry. 


tributors. 


as earnest against his fulfillment 


long run, 


films each season. That's a lot of 





Until the past few years when some of the major distributors 
changed the form of their exhibitor licensing agreements, every com. 
pany sold to exhibitors its block of pictures by listing either jn a 
‘working sheet’ or on the face of the agreement, the titles of the films 
the distributor expected to deliver during the ensuing season. 

Metro and 20th-Fox discontinued the ‘listing by name’ form of con- 
tract, and the license agreements of these two companies specify a 
minimum and maximum number of films the distributor agrees to 
deliver, without actually citing the titles. 

Paramount in the past season included in its trade announcements 


It is the independents’ claim that the 
films are again listed on the new season’s agreements and that Para. 
mount is asking higher rentals for some, if not all, of them. The 
pictures are, ‘High, Wide and Handsome,’ ‘Souls at Sea,’ ‘Artists and 
Models,’ ‘Angel,’ ‘Spawn of the North’ and ‘Count of Luxembourg.’ 


some of its independent customers should remove any intimation or 
suggestion that Paramount is trying to ‘pull a fast one’ by holding 
over the pictures until the new season. 
choice in the opinion of its executives. 

Although some thousands of contracts listing the films have been 
signed and approved, the facts are that the films themselves devel- 
oped into productions of extraordinary negative cost, a sum far in 
excess of reasonable expectations of film rental returns under the 


Other distributors in other years have been in the same position 
accounts individually have been able to work out satisfactory settle- 


_ Feature of the present dispute which is of particular cncern to the 
distribution departments of all the major companies is whether the 
concerted action of exhibitors (which happens in this instance to be 
against Paramount) does not point the finger to the need of a radical 
change in block selling, in which all of the companies engage. 
Block booking has been an evolved trade practice peculiar to the 
Its virtues are manifest, not only to dis- 
tributors but to exhibitors, who are enabled at the beginning of a 
season to safeguard their theatre investment with agreements which 
assure them of a steady flow of product from the film exchanges. 
Only United Artists, among the major distributors, attempts to 
market pictures individually, although it is common practice for an 
exhibitor to purchase all UA product in advance of delivery. He does 
this by signing at one time a number of individual contracts, instead 
of a single form of agreement which is provided by the other dis- 


Years ago the practice of accepting a cash deposit from an exhibitor 


and deposits no longer are required. 

At various times certain distributors have sought to change the 
block booking practice in the hope of increasing revenues from films 
which develop into smash boxoffice hits. None of these modifications, 
except in the elimination of titles, has proved satisfactory in the 


Double billing of features which has become prevalent, with only 
a few cities and territories exempt from the practice, has contributed 
to the hold which block booking has obtained, Exhibitors who 
change their dual programs three times weekly require 312 new 


exhibitors are insisting should be 


which Paramount finds itself with 


The company has no other 


now, but by dealing with their 


of the contract was discontinued, 


pictures. 




















Paramount will spend approxi- 
mately $30,000,000 in production for 
the coming season. For 1936-37, the 
cost was around $28,000,000, inclusive 
of newsreels and shorts. During this 
past season Par spent $22,000,000 on 
22 films of its program, which of 
itself is extraordinary. 


Certain of the company’s costliest 
films are only now being presented 
by the company, in roadshow, pre- 
release in advance of the new sea- 
ison. Of these, none was completed 
until after the new season got under 
way. 





| ‘High, Wide and Handsome’ now 


|fore the Justice Department during | inaugurated night ball a few weeks | 0” @ two-a-day showing at the Astor 


the week but the new attack is re-| ago, but has been holding noctural | ©OSt $1,800,000; ‘Souls at Sea,’ which 
ported unrelated to the buying war. | sessions down to two a week. First |opened Monday (9) at the Globe, | 


| Secrecy surrounded a confab be-|seven night games drew approxi- | Cost $1,600,000; ‘Angel,’ the new Mar- 
|tween Allied chiefs and Assistant | mately 43,000 paid admissions de- | lene Dietrich film produced by Ernst 


| Attorney Robert H. Jackson, head 
of the anti-trust department, but in- 
dications were that New England 
squabbles constituted the basis of 
conversations. Presence of Nathan 


Yamins of Fall River, Allied prez, | 


and Max Levinson, another New 
England theatre owner, in company 
with Myers, hinted that purely re- 


| spite unfavorable weather on sev- 
leral nights. Two .of the games 
| attracted 10,000 spectators each. 
| 
tion plenty and’ exhibitor squawks 
have been much in evidence, but 
worst is yet to come. 

It has been a tough summer all 
; around for the Minneapolis ex- 


Showhouses have felt the opposi- | 


_Lubitsch, cost $1,500,000; ‘Artists and 
| Models,’ $1,750,000. Figures are ap- 
| proximate. 

Commensurate rentals naturally 
_must be returned on such films, and 
, that’s Par’s problem. Of its films 


|there were only two for which ex- | 
These were | 


‘hibs paid over 30%. 
\‘The Plainsman’ and the ‘Big Broad- 


gional situation was cause for the hibitors. The municipal auditorium, | cast of 1937.’ 


visit. 


(Continued on page 63) 








Other News of Pix Interest 


British trade’s reactions to new quota varied 
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Those which came in at 30% rent- 


als, or under, included, among others, | 


‘Maid of Salem,’ ‘Met Him in Paris,’ 
|‘Wakiki Wedding,’ ‘General Died at 
Dawn, ‘Texas Rangers,’ ‘Mountain 
Justice.” ‘College Holiday,’ ‘Swing, 
|High, Swing Law’ and ‘Go West, 
‘Young Man.’ 


N. Y. to L. A. 


i Edward L. Alperson. 


Frank Chapman. 


| Hugh O'Connell. 


Walter Meyers. 
, Marco Montedoro. 
| Charles Kullmann. 
| Raymond Paige. 
John A. Schultz. 
Simone Simon. 
Gladys Swarthout. 
Kenneth Thomson. 


Par Spent $22,000.00 for 22 Pix In 
1936-7; $30,000,000 Budget This Y 


ea 





fon ke Oo oe 


Joan Bennett, 
Gertrude Berg. 
Pat Casey. 
Yasha Davidoff. 
June Gale. 
G. L. George. 
Martin Gosch. 
Bert Kalmar, Jr. 
Al Kingston, 
Michael Laring. 
Mitchell Leisen, 
David L. Loew. 
| Jim Lundy. 
Vicente Minnelli. 
George Raft. 
Tom Revere. 
| Morrie Ryskind. 
| Sylvia Sidney. 
| A. Strok. 
| Walter Wanger. 
Sammy Weisbord. 
William Wyler. 








SAILINGS 

Aug. 21 (New York to London), 
Mr. and Mrs. Frank Hummert (Ber- 
engaria ). 
Aug. 18 (London to New York), 
| Alfred Hitchcock (Queen Mary). 

Aug. 11 (London to New York), 
Dick Henry, Gaudsmith Bros. «Nor- 
mandie ). 
| Aug. 11 (New York to London), 
‘Robert Taylor, Lionel Barrymore, 
| Jack Conway, Hal Rosson, Roland 
|Young, Mr. and Mrs. De Witt & 
| Wallace, Herbert Wilcox and Jack 
Mills ‘QueenMary ). 








ARRIVALS 


Francine Larrimore, Clifford C. 
Fischer, D. E. Griffith, F. W. Alle 
port, T. H. Thfligeistone, Nina Sire 
gonova, Jean Le Seyeux. 
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Uncle Sam's New Tax Sock Kayoes 
Incorporated Holding Co.'s by Pix 
And Radio Stars; No Loopholes 


. 


— * 


Washington, Aug. 10. 
Stiff increases in taxes on income 
of film and radio personalities who 
incorporate themselves were recom- 
mended to Congres Thursday (5) by 
joint Senate-House committee which 
has been ferreting out tax dodgers. 


Possibility of obtaining more len- 
jent treatment from government— 
such as suggested recently by Roger 
Marchetti, Hollywood attorney—was 
killed when lawmakers urged enact- 
ment of new revenue measures 
which would bar tax-evasion through 
use of personal holding companies 
and would extend existing burdens 
to incorporated singers, actors, di- 
rectors, et al. Recommendations 
aimed at practices revealed to be 
employed by Cecil B. DeMille, Ed 
Wynn, Charles Laughton, Bing Cros- 
by and other performers. 


Principal recommendation hitting 
film and radio figures would bring 
them under the stringent tax law 
provisions affecting ‘personal holding 
companies,’ while other suggestions 
would put sharp limits on deduc- 
tions for tax purposes and wipe out 
the reason why talent incorporates 
itself. 


Under current conditions ‘personal 
holding companies’ are firms which 
(1) derive 80% of their income from 
royalties, dividends, interest, annu- 
ities and gains from sale of securi- 
ties and (2) are controlled by not 
more than five individuals, with all 
members of a single family classified 
as a single individual. The report 
recommends that all income from 
‘contracts for personal service of any 
individual who owns 25% of out- 
standing stock’ should be included in 
applying the 80% test. This means 
that any firm which obtained bulk 
of its revenue from payments for the 
services of actor or singer who is 
also an owner would be subject to 
the drastic regulations hitting com- 
panies set up to hold stocks and 
property. 

Remarking that testimony showed 
individuals in film and radio biz 
form corporations to sell their serv- 
ices at substantially higher prices 
than corporations pay them, commit- 
teemen declared practice is ‘serious 
loophole in the existing law.’ 

Personal Services 


Complicated recommendation was 
not wholly clear as far as effects are 
concerned. Committee made a point 
of saying that definition of term 
‘contract for personal services’ 
should include condition that a 
party other than the personal cor- 
poration has the right to designate 
the individual who is to perform 
the service. In view of the fact that 
in most instances, personal corpora- 
tions in film and radio biz, aside 
from agencies, seldom have the 
services of more than one person to 
Sell, this idea was puzzling. Confu- 
sion could not be cleared up by legis- 
lative draftsmen who were respon- 
sible for the suggestion and who 
showed total unfamiliarity with 
practice of using agents in dealings 
with studios and networks. 

In trying to elaborate on this point 
the report said: 

‘Someone, for example, such as 
an actor or artist, with more or 
less unique talents, incorporates 
himself and draws a salary from 
the corporation. The corporation | 
contracts out his service with a third 
party and the difference between the 
amount paid to the individual as 
Salary and the amount received from | 
the third party is accumulated by | 
the corporation. Because of the con- 








dition in the contract for personal 
services that a party other than the} 
Corporation must have the right to} 
designate the individual who is to| 
Perform the services, in order for 
this provision to apply, it would not | 
apply to all cases where the corpo- | 
ration is hiring out its employees to | 
third parties. Its application would | 


i 





Fessier Chucking Prod. 
Berth for Quill Stint 


Hollywood, Aug. 10. 
Michael Fessier has obtained re- 
lease from his associate producer 
pact at Metro and leaves the studio 
on completion of his current as- 
signment on ‘My: Wife,’ likely this 





week. | 
Deals are understood to be on 
the fire for Fessiér’s moveoyer to 


another major on a writing ticket, 





‘Tough on Weak Nerves’ 
Is New Censor Excuse; 
Aussie, Hague Pic Bans 





The Hague, July 31. 

Dutch censors are still going 
strony. They bannec ‘Love from a 
Stranger’ (UA), stating it was ‘dan- 
gerous for people with weak nerves.’ 
Board of censors based its opinion 
on the judgment of a psychologist, 
who assisted at the meeting of the 
board. 

‘You Only Live Once’ (UA) not 
admitted for public exhibition. Board 
praised the director and players, but 
couldn’t see the criminal phase of 
the picture. 





Canberra, July 20. 


Commonwealth Censor has nixed 
for screening here Warner’s ‘King 
and the Chorus Girl’ and United 
Artists’ “You Only Live Once.’ For- 
mer is okay in New Zealand under 
title ‘Romance in Paris,’ and latter is 
also okay there as is. But not in 
Australia. 

‘King’ was apparently banned be- 
cause of recent Royalty trouble, and 
‘Live’ because it showed ‘life in the 
raw.’ 





who is to perform the service and 
where the individual so designated, 
with members of his family, owns 
25% or more in value of the securi- 
ties which constitute outstanding 
stock.’ 

Protection to Agents 


Presumably this qualification 
would protect legitimate concert bu- 
reaus, agencies and management 
companies from being hit by the 
confiscatory rates applied to personal 
holding companies but whether it 
would provide a new loophole for 
individuals who incorporate them- 
selves and deal through agents was 
a subject of dispute and uncertainty. 

If the recommendations are 
adopted, film personalities would 
find the profit of their incorporated 
selves virtually devoured by the 
Government. Other changes urged 
in the report would prevent per- 
sonal holding companies from enjoy- 
ing privileges of unlimited deduc- 





tions for charitable contributions, 
for, losses on sales or exchanges of | 
capital assets, and for amounts used | 
to retire indebtedness incurred be- | 
fore 1934. Furthermore, any income | 
from estates or trusts, as well as} 
gains from sale of any interest in an 
estate or trust, which goes to the) 
intermediary corporation would be | 
subject to stiff tax scales. 

Tax rate boost on personal holding 
companies will be sensational. In- | 
stead of present scale running from | 
8% on first $2,000 to top of 48%, | 
levy would be 65% of ‘undistributed | 
adjusted net income’ up to $2,000 | 
and 75% on excess income. Thus no} 
advantage would be obtained by 
stars who have their compensation 


|}and Arthur 


T'S TYPICAL 


OF OTHER KEYS 


Extended Runs, Holdovers, 
Etc., Have a Flock of 
Strong New Product 
Awaiting Distribution — 
B&K in Chi Trying to 
Rush It Along 


GOOD PIX AWAIT 





Chicago, Aug. 10. 
Jam-up of pictures in this territory | 
is causing no little concern among | 
distributors. Exchanges are worry- 
ing plenty how to break it up as 
some 20 topnotch coin flickers are 
stalling on the shelves, waiting for 
an outlet to the screens. 
Loop houses have been having the 
best summer season in years with a 
flock of ace pictures, and they are 


+ 








holding over pictures for five, six 
and seven weeks. Pictures such as | 
‘Star Is Born,’ ‘Exclusive, ‘Day at 
Races,’ ‘Saratoga,’ ‘Shall We Dance,’ 
have had such runs that it’s impos- 





sible to get the new product out of 
the exchanges. This situation is re- 
ported also in several other key 
cities. Exhibitors are jubilant over 
the prospects of great autumn busi- 


ness, according to the list of pic- 





tures which are available for August, 
September and October dates, and 


the line-up is generally agreed by | 


'ANNE NICHOLS’ CLAIM 


exhibitors to be about the strongest | 


list of attractions they’ve had avail- 
able in a long, long time. 

Among the flickers which the ex- 
hibs are licking their chops over are 
‘Stella Dallas,’ ‘Dead End,’ ‘Vogues,’ 
‘52nd Street,’ ‘Hurricane,’ all of 
which are ready, plus the soon-to-be- 
completed ‘Goldwyn Follies,’ all 
from United Artists. Paramount 
right now has ready ‘Artists and 
Models,’ ‘Double or Nothing,’ ‘Angel,’ 
‘High, Wide and Handsome,’ ‘Souls at 
Sea’; Metro-Goldwyn-Mayer has 
‘Broadway Melody of 1937,’ ‘Good 
Earth,’ ‘Captains Courageous,’ ‘Fire- 
fly’; Warners has ‘Zola,’ ‘They Won’t 
Forget,’ among others; 20th Century- 
Fox lines up with ‘Thin Ice,’ ‘You 
‘Can’t Have Everything’; Columbia 
has ‘Lost Horizon’; RKO the new 
Fred Astaire picture while Univer- 
sal is banking on the new Deanna 
Durbin flicker. 

Balaban & Katz here is being sub- 
jected to tremendous pressure from | 
the exchanges in this town, all of 
which are yelping for release dates 
for the stuff they have on their 
shelves right now. But despite all} 
the hurrying-up B. & K. can’t move | 
‘em quickly enough to satisfy the | 
distribs. Theatres themselves are | 
sitting in a soft spot, with pictures | 


that look like strong box-office bets. 


ALPERSON ON COAST 
READYING GN SEPT. PIX 


Hollywood, Aug. 10. 


Edward L. Alperson, Grand Na- 
tional prez, was expected in Holly- 
wood today (Tues.) to line up the 
fall production program, with the 
big splurge due to get started in 
September. 

Pictures 
before the 
clude two 














partially readied to go. 
cameras next month in- | 
to be produced by Max 
Alexander, ‘Return of 
the Shadow’ and ‘Flash Casey No. 2’; 
‘So This Is Hollywood,’ a B. F. Zeid- 
man production; ‘At Your Service, | 
Madame, Anna Sten starrer to be | 
produced by Dr. Eugen Frenke; | 
Zion Myers’ ‘Honolulu Honeymoon’; | 
a second ‘Wallaby Jim’ under the, 
helm of Bud Barsky; new Victor | 
Schertzinger film yet untitled, also 


be limited to cases in whch such| from film producers or broadcasters | an untitled comedy to be made by | 
other party has the right under the| paid into a corporation which they | David Diamond and, possibly, ‘Dy-' 
contract to designate the individual | control. 


namite,’ anew James Cagney starrer. 


ne 


-UP IN CHI 





Pix Execs Hear of 


a New Crop 


Of Anti-Trust Suits; Deprecate 
No Conciliation Setup Exists 





Indie Producer Breaks 


2 Ribs in Auto Spill 


Philadelphia, Aug. 10. 

Mike Levinson, owner of the film, 
‘Lash of the Penitentes,’ was _ in- 
jured in an auto accident at Lebanon, 
Pa., last Thursday on his way here 
from California. Prints of the film, 
which he had in the car, were not 
damaged. 

He was confined to the hospital 
several days with two broken ribs. 


WB Launching Pair 
Of $1,000,000 Films; 








‘Gold’ and ‘Robin Hood’ 





Hollywood, Aug. 10. 
Warners will launch two $1,000,000- 


budgeted films this month under the | 


production guidance of Sam Bischoff. 

First to get away will be ‘Gold Is 
Where You Find It,’ skeded to start 
Aug. 16 with Michael Curtiz direct- 


ing. Filming will be done almost 
entirely on location around Chico. 
Week later ‘The Adventures of 


Robin Hood’ gets the go signal with 
William Keighley at the megging 
post. This one too will be largely a 
location film with the principal out- 
door spot in the Sacramento river 
country. 





VS. PAR OVER ‘LETTY’ 


Although Paramount’s Hollywood 
studio announced that Martha 
Raye’s first starring film will be 
‘Linger Longer, Letty,’ it is stated 
that the rights to the title have not 
been cleared. Deal was started by 
Oliver Morosco, who produced the 
show with Charlotte Greenwood at 
the Fulton, N. Y., in 1920, on the 
selling end. 

‘Letty’ was a farce with music. 
Book was written by Anne Nichols, 
who wrote some of the lyrics to Al 
Goodman's tunes. First Miss Nich- 
ols knew of Par‘s interest in ‘Letty’ 
were the press releases from Holly- 
wood to the effect that the film com- 
pany would use her play for Miss 
Raye. 

Indicated, too, that Par had no 
knowledge of Miss Nichols’ interest. 
Reported that Morosco had _ the 
‘Letty’ rights for silent pictures, but 
no such film was ever made. With 
the talker angle now a factor, she 
contends that the rights are princi- 
pally hers. Morosco went into bank- 
ruptcy some time ago and any rights 
on his part are not certain. George 
Bentel, formerly associated with 
Moroseo, comes forward with the 
claim that he bought the rights to 
all Morosco plays for some $53,000. 
An examination of the list, however, 
failed to show ‘Letty’ included. In 
any event, Miss Nichols wiil skare 
in any film money paid for ‘Letty.’ 
tiward E. Rose 
the authorship, 
states he was 
to the show. 


but Miss Nichols 


Billy Rose Says He'll 
Probably Join Metro. 


Ft. Worth, Aug. 10. 

Billy Rose, back at the Frontier 
Fiesta here after three weeks in Hol- 
lywood, says Metro 
make a musical picture which would 
be budgeted at $2,000,000, production 
to start Nov. 1. Rose said he also is 
weighing a ‘fabulous’ offer trom 
Warner Bros. (Mervyn LeRoy). 

He probably will go to the Metro 
lot, he said. Fannie Brice, his wife, 
is under contract to Metro. 


is also mentioned in | 


not a contributor to | 


wants him to | 


Gathering of litigation stormclouds 
promises to break out with a deluge 
of private and public suits in the 
next two months. High executives 
in the picture business have been 
cognizant of trend in recent weeks, 
some figuring recent questioning of 
New York exchange managers as an 
inkling of what’s going on behind 
the scenes, 

These coupled with the usual sell- 
ing-season influx of suits against dis- 
tributors and threats of others are 
pointing the way to a vast amount 
of anti-trust and restraint-of-trade 
litigation. One tycoon this week 
predicted that before snow flies this 
fall there would be four or five 
spectacular suits similar to the St. 
Louis case in scope, 


It is fairly well known in industry 
circles that valiant efforts have been 
made in recent mor‘hs to interest 
the Government, either via the at- 
torney-general’s office or the de- 
partment of justice, in bringing ac- 
tion. Initial big one is expected to 
crack wide open any day now, 

Trade leaders deprecate the al- 
legedly, completely disorganized 
state within the industry for hand- 
ling grievances. There is abso- 
lutely no machinery set up at pres- 
ent for handling disputes, let alone 
listen to them. The exhibitor who 
feels that he has been unjustly 
treated has only two courses of ac- 





tion left open to him—employ an 
attorney and institute suit, or in- 
|terest federal officials, Both spell 


legal costs. 
Squawks Don’t Help 


Squawks to distributors have pro- 
duced no response. They are told 
that they (the VJistributors) don’t 
know what the other companies are 
doing. They disclaim responsibility 
on clearance and over-buying, seem- 
ingly because of the number of com- 
panies involved. The complaining 
exhibitor consequently doesn’t even 


(Continued on page 53) 
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H’wood Costs Up 








(Continued from page 1) 





lem which has Hollywood jittery 
and near panicky at the moment. 
When is the upward trend in pro- 
duction costs to reach its peak? No 


‘one knows. 


Producers lie sleepless for hours 
in bed worrying over the problem. 
Associate producers draw funny 
pictures on tablecloths which, when 
interpreted, mean that films which 
are budgeted at $400,000 are coming 
out of the cutting rooms with 
charges totaling $500,000. Directors 
with reputations for sticking to 
shooting schedules find themselves 
5 to 20 days overtime on stages de- 
spite all their efforts to move pic- 
tures faster. Costs continue to 
mount. 

Film business is gripped by a 
fearful dread that somewhere some- 
thing has slipped and control of 
manufacturing costs has gotten com- 
pletely out of hand. Each studio is 
struggling with the monster. Exec- 
utives of competing plants talk over 
the situation and come to indefinite 
conclusions. Blame is placed on 
everything that can’t talk back. 
Some say it’s the increased cost of 
labor under the new wage scale 
agreements, but the figures do not 
justify higher wages as the prime 
cause, Others declare that increased 
prices of building materials, textiles, 
machinery and all the accessories 
which go into film producing are the 
reason. When these items are segre- 
gated it is found that they represent 
substantial increases, but of them- 
selves are not sufficient to justify 
the upward cost trend. 


Save By Shutting Down 


‘The industry would save 
several million dollars if every 
studio in Hollywood would shut 
right down for the next four weeks,’ 
a prominent producer said the other 
day. ‘We could afford to keep right 
on paying all contract people in 
every division of the plants, could 
rearrange our mechanical depart- 
ments in a more efficient manner, 
and still be ahead of the game at 
the end of the shutdown. Best of 
all, we could have a breathing spell, 
a chance to analyze where we are 
going and why—a chance to ex- 
change experiences and benefit from 
conferences of department heads of 
the different plants. Then we might 
be able to lick this experience. 
That's the only way I know to solve 
the problem.’ 


Shutdown, of course, is impossi- 
ble and impractical. Every studio 
at the moment is engaged in turning 
out its new season’s pictures, the 
leaders in quality entertainment for 
the sales force to brag about when 
the time comes to line up the in- 
dependent accounts in the country 
with contracts for another year. 


The simple fact is that production 
costs of pictures have increased 33% 
in the last 12 months. Not in every 
factor which contributes to produc- 
tion, but in total it has been estab- 
lished, after a confidential peek at 
real figures, that every studio in 
Hollywood is laboring under a one- 
third advance in negative expense 
over and above production costs of 
the summer of 1936. It looks alarm- 
ing, particularly as the upward 
trend continues week after week. 


Indications are that the summit 
is not yet reached. It isn’t half as 
alarming ‘as it is pictured, however, 
because the principal, single, individ- 
ual and downright reason for the 
present condition is that the busi- 
ness is in the flush of pre-depres- 
sion prosperity. Costs will come 
down quickly enough when the eco- 
nomic needle begins to point in the 
other direction—and not until then. 


What is happening to the picture 
business is happening to every other 
manufacturing industry in America, 
in greater or less degree. The dif- 
ference being, of course, that the 
film industry dramatizes itself more 
vividly than most businesses. 

Parade of Bankers 


With the past two months there 
has been a parade of New York 
bankers to Hollywood, coming on 
some pretext or other, but mostly 
concerned with a look at the studios 
and a chance to analyze cost sheets. 
They want a first-hand view of the 
reasons why nearly every studio 
has gone overboard in costs and has 
exceeded budget allocations voted by 
boards of directors in New York. 
Some bankers are still here; others 
on their way. 


Every expert in these matters 
knows there are two general divi- 
sions of manufacturing costs; first, 
expense of management, which in- 
cludes administration, interest on in- 


itself 





|and recording have increased from | Jessica Dragonette on the Palmolive | 


vestment, taxes and general plant 
maintenance; second, wages and sup- 
plies. There is slight variance in 
the amount expended under the first 
classification due to increased pro- 
duction, but the latter rises in di- 
rect proportion to it. 


A survey of 40 films produced by 
one of the major plants for the 1935- 
36 season compared with the same 
number of films made for the 1936- 
37 period reveals an actual increase 
in the studios’ 
of 5.5%. Other items, however, hav- 
ing to do with salaries, properties 


used in productions, wardrobe, me- | 


chanical effects and musical scoring 


110% to 90%. 


Figures from another studio have 


;been compiled to show the cost of 





} 
| 


| individual items and departments of 


a film which reached the negative 
total of $1,000,000 in 1936, as com- 


;pared with the cost of exactly the 


same cast, writers, director, ward- 


robe, properties, mechanical depart- | 


ments in 1937, and the result shows 
that what cost $1,000,000 a year ago 
costs $1,317,669 today. 


Paramount’s Soaring Numerals 


Through a series of circumstances 
the spotlight on increased costs has 
been directed at Paramount. This 
plant has had its manufacturing 
problems projected in the trade 
more vividly than some of the other 
studios because of the series of ex- 
ecutive changes in its studio man- 
agement over the past five years. 
Paramount also a yéar ago initiated 
a program of more expensive pix 
than it had produced previously. 
Some of these got away to a bad 
start; some were late in starting, and 
when the present summer arrived, 
it was evident to the management 
that the general theatre release of 
the films, all of them in cost brackets 
in excess of $1,000,000 each, would be 
unwise. They were withdrawn from 
the 1936-37 season’s sked. Pictures 
and their approximate final total 
costs are ‘High, Wide and Handsome,’ 
$1,800,000; ‘Souls at Sea,” $1,655,000; 


‘Artists and Models,’ $1,750,000, 
‘Angel,’ starring Marlene Dietrich, 
$1,250,000. 


Behind the cost sheets of each of | 


these films are tales of production 
obstacles overcome, of delays in 
shooting due to long inclement 
weather periods, to the influenza 
epidemic which struck Hollywood 
last winter, and to difficulties of 
finally assembling casts and proper 
directors. 


Most interesting angle of the Par- 
amount setup, because it reflects the 
general situation in Hollywood of 
marked cost increases between films 
made 12 or 18 months ago with 
pictures recently completed, is com- 
parative figures on a few individual 
films. 

Up They Go 


Take for instance two pictures di- 
rected by Wesley Ruggles. In 1936 
he made ‘The Gilded Lily,’ with 
Claudette Colbert, Fred MacMurray 
and Ray Milland. It cost $445,000. 
In 1937 he directed ‘I Met Him in 
Paris,’ also with Miss Colbert, sup- 
ported by Melvyn Douglas and Rob- 
ert Young. Cost, $1,220,000. 


In 1935, Henry Hathaway directed 


‘Peter Ibbetson,’ starring Gary Coop- | 


er, Ann Harding and Ida Lupino; 
cost, $875,000. Hathaway recently 
completed ‘Souls at Sea,’ also star- 
ring Cooper and George Raft; cost 
$1,655,000. 

Mitchell Leisen directed Carole 
Lombard and Fred MacMurray in 
1935 in ‘Hands Across the Table’; 
cost, $380,000. The same director 
handled the same stars in ‘Swing 
High, Swing Low’; cost, $725,000. 

Filmusicals also have jumped in 
negative layout. ‘Collegiate,’ with 
Joe Penner, Jack Oakie, Ned Sparks 
and Frances Langford, cost $855,- 
000. ‘Artists and Models,’ re- 
cently completed and starring Jack 
Benny, Richard Arlen, Ida Lupino 
and Gail Patrick, cost $1,175,000. 

Waste—But Where? 


Much that is contributory to pro- 
duction cost is intangible. Because 
of the glamorous kind of a business 
picture making is, and always will 
be, it defies at a certain point the 
methods of the conventional busi- 
ness man, who would try to apply a 
high pressure efficiency to the spend- 
ing program, and stop the intangi- 
bles, which he terms ‘waste.’ That 
there is waste, in addition to all the 
other cost factors, none will deny. 


What is hard tor the ‘business 
man’ to understand is how two pic- 
tures can differ by $1,000,000 in cost. 
What Hollywood seeks is the reason 
why two films equal in cost can 
vary $2,000,000 in gross income. In 
the answer to these two questions 





lies all the law and the profits. 


administration costs | 


Par Sets Runyon Yarn 
For Hope, Shirley Ross 


Hollywood, Aug. 10. 
Paramount has placed ‘Money 
From Home,’ Damon Runyon race- 
track yarn, on the fall production 
sked to feature Bob Hope, Shirley 
Ross and the Yacht Club Boys. Story 
was first intended for Bing Crosby. 
Screenplay is being written by Sy 
|Bartlett and Olive Cooper. Mel 
'Shauer will produce. 


‘KULLMANN QUITS AIR 
FOR GOLDWYN FILM 


| Charies Kullmann, regularly with 











| show, leaves for the Coast this week 
| to go into the ‘Goldwyn Follies,’ his 
| first pic stint in America. Robert 

Weede replaces him for a pair of 
| shows, on which will be dramatiza- 
|tions from ‘The Three Musketeers.’ 
| Michael de Pace set Weede, through 
Benton & Bowles. 

When he returns from the Coast, 
|Kullmann will go back on the Palm- 
|olive show and will also fill opera 
|dates with the Metropolitan, San 
| Francisco and Chicago operas. Han- 
| dled by Calvin Franklin of Columbia 
Concerts bureau. 


WB ‘HOLLYWOOD HOTEL’ 
IN WORK; CLEAR TITLE 


Hollywood, Aug. 10. 

With the title of ‘Hollywood Hotel’ 
cleared, Warners got the production 
|} launched last week at Alhambra 
where Busby Berkeley, directing, led 
his crew for initial shots. 

Leads playing in the first footage 
include Dick Powell, Frances Lang- 
ford, Johnny (Scat) Davis and Ben- 
ny Goodman’s swing band. 


Nancy Carroll Talked 
For ‘Fable’ at Rep 


Hollywood, Aug. 10. 

Deal is being talked between 
Nancy Carroll and Leonard Fields 
whereby the actress may play the 
femme lead in ‘Love Is a Fable’ 
which Fields is slated to produce for 
Republic. 

Script is being touched up and re- 
writien to conform with Miss Car- 
| roll’s personality. 


Harold Lloyd Seeking 
Jean Arthur for Lead 


Hollywood, Aug. 10. 
Deal is being talked between Har- 
old Lloyd and Paramount whereby 
Lloyd would borrow Jean Arthur to 
play the femme lead in his new film, 
‘Professor, Beware.’ 
Paramount will release. 


Wheeler-Woolsey Sued 


Los Angeles, Aug. 10. 

Plagiarism suit for $200,000 has 
been filed in federal court here by 
Earle Ross, writer, against Radio 
Studio, Bert Wheeler, Robert Wool- 
sey and three screen writers. 
| Plaintiff claims that portions of an 
| original manuscript submitted by 
/him to the studio were used in 
the Wheeler-Woolsey co-starrer, 
| ‘Mummy’s Boys,’ in ‘1933. 


| 
Abel in Rep’s ‘Portia’ 


Hollywood, Aug. 10. 

Walter Abel tas one of the top 
spots in Republic’s ‘Portia on Trial,’ 
which got under way last week with 
Albert LeVoy producing and George 
Nicholls, Jr., directing. 

Others in the cast include Frieda 
|Inescort, Neil Hamilton, Heather 
Angel, Ruth Donnelly, Tony Marsh, 
_John Kelly and George Cooper. 


Sidney East for Play 


Hollywood, Aug. 10. 

Sylvia Sidney headed east Mon- 
| day (9) for a stage breather between 
| pictures to appear in the Theatre 
| Guild’s forthcoming ‘To Quito and 
| Back.’ 

Actress stays east until late fall 
when she is skedded to return for 
her next Walter Wanger assignment. 


CAIN A METRO SCRIBE 


Hollywood, Aug. 10. 
James M. Cain, author of ‘The 
Postman Always Rings Twice,’ has 
been spotted on Metro's writing staff. 












































Henigson produces, 
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How Prod. Costs Have Increased . 





(Under expense allocations of various major items which contribute tg 
the cost of a motion picture, the accompanying chart is an accurate com. 
pilation of figures illustrating the cost breakdown of a $1,000,000 film made 
in 1936, and the cost of the same film, with the same director, writers 
actors and mechanical staffs if produced in the same studio in 1937, Center 


column indicates the percentage of inc 


rease of individual items between the 


two years. What cost $1,000,000 in 1936, costs $1,317,669 in 1937.) 





% of 
1936 Increase 1937 
; Literary material, continuities and treatments $60,000 31 $78,600 
Salaries (casts including stars and featured 
LAYVOTS) . Nacccccccccccscvevccsececcecsice 240,000 45 348.000 
Extra talent ....ccccccccesececccccccseccore 25,000 41 35,250 
DirectOrs ......ccccccccccvcccccccscvccvcece 85,000 42 120,700 
Production staffs ...ssceccsscseesesevececes 13,500 5 14,175 
SUPOTVIMIS  GRIBTIOS 6. onc sc ccs cveseseeess hoe 30,067 6 31.87] 
Cameramen and assistants .....seseeeeseees 12,000 42 17.040 
PYGDS GHG SEC GressINE oo... Succ ccene 12,000 50 18,000 
Wardrobe, hairdressing and make-up ..... e 7,000 34 9.380 
Cutters and laboratory ..........ccesccccece 13,500 40 18,900 
ON ok. cn ene oa eas 80 camhe snes eteseoe 12,000 30 15,600 
Electrical labor .......cccscscccsccesscccce 13,000 30 16,900 
i re. ocak a saudi ieee bee eM 50,000 39 69,500 
Operation, standby labor ......cccesressecs 9,000 10 9.900 
NE Eis nc dies inne dddds caadorratcessoos 5,000 10 5.500 
Electrical rentals and EXPeNse. .....ceeseveeee 21,000 40 29.400 
Camera rentals and expense.........sseeeeee 3,300 10 3,630 
| Miscellaneous equipment and expense........ 3,300 = 63 5,379 
Props-rentals and expense ...........sceccces 13,000 60 20,800 
Wardrobe-rentals and expense ..........+5-5 25,000 60 40.000 
Raw film stock (positive and negative, includ- 
ing expense of developing, printing, making 
composites, laps, dissolves, fades and dupes. 42,367 30 55.077 
Auto hire and trucking ........cececesceveeve 7,333 90 13,933 
LOCATION EXDENSE § 2..csccceccccccccvercesecce 5,000 40 7,000 
TNE nic.b. 40-4 046 0.404.9:06:6504 0 0h ode 500866056 6,733 25 8.416 
Ne cc hae a hsb SA bASL ENS UA OP EERE RSS 3,700 20 4,440 
Process shots and scenic effects ........+ee0e5 5,000 40 7.000 
ee ES reer Teer reece rresr ris y. 1,667 14 1.900 
POPE ere 10,000 40 14,000 
Miscellaneous expense ..........-.sseececeses 2,000 60 3.200 
Scoring, dubbing and sound effects ........+- 30,833 60 49 333 
Foreign versions (negatives) .........eseceee 10,200 10 11.220 
Exploitation (studio Only) ........eeceeeeecee 7,500 5 7.875 
General overhead .....ccsccccccccccccvesece ‘ 215,000 5 225,750 
$1,000,000 $1,317,669 
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| towed in by Jim Jack. A girl from 


BOB LEONARD TO DIRECT 
METRO’S ‘GOLDEN WEST’ 


Hollywood, Aug. 10. 

Robert Z. Leonard draws the di- 
rectorial assignment on Metro’s ‘Girl 
of the Golden West,’ co-featuring 
Jeannette MacDonald and Nelson 
Eddy. 

Eddy is back from a Honolulu va- 
cation, 


David Butler Succeeds 
Buzzell on U’s ‘Fancy’ 


Hollywood, Aug. 10. 

David Butler has moved over from 
20th-Fox to Universal on a loanout 
deal to direct ‘Young Man’s Fancy,’ 
vice Eddie Buzzell, who resigned 
over disagreements with the studio. 

B. G. DeSvlva is producing. 

Buzzell has gone with Metro as 
a director after having obtained re- 
lease from his Universal directing 
pact. 

First assignment on the new job 
will be ‘Spanish Omelet,’ starring 
Robert Montgomery. Megger dis- 
agreed with U over ‘Young Man’s 
Fancy.’ 


Landers, Bourne, Dunn 
Trio in RKO’s ‘Basement’ 


Hollywood, Aug. 10. 

Lew Landers and Whitney Bourne 
are together again as director and 
femme lead in Radio’s ‘Love in a 
Basement,’ now in production, fol- 
lowing their initial film as _ co- 
workers, ‘Flight From Glory.’ 

James Dunn is the romantic male 

















Jack Connelly, A. B. 


Jack Connelly, former general 
manager of Pathe newsreel, quali- 
fied as an expert yachtsman last 
week on one of his first cruises. 
Connelly rescued a couple on a 
water-logged sailing boat off Port 
Washington, L. I., while taking his 


trip. Smaller craft was fiying dis- 
tress signal when tossed a line and 


Rye, N. Y., and a Duke university 
athlete were saved. 

Accompanying Connelly on yacht 
cryise were Mrs. Connelly, Mrs. J. 
J. McCarthy and Mrs. Will Brown of 
Boston, 


DUMONT VICE GATESON 


Hollywood, Aug. 10. 
Marjorie Gateson is out of the cast 
of Radio’s ‘High Flyers,’ formerly 
‘The Kangaroos.’ 
Margaret Dumont replaces Miss 








the Wheeler-Woolsey 
opus, . 


COAST INDIES 
HOLD OFF 
BUYING 


Los Angeles, Aug. 10. 
Few independent exhibitors here- 
abouts are showing any disposition 





|to hurry in signing up new product 


deals, apparently waiting until 
cooler weather sets in and more ad- 
vantageous bargaining. 

Chains, however, are pretty well 
set, only important deal hanging 
fire, but now set being that of Fox- 
West Coast and United Artists. Most 
accounts now being closed by major 
distributors are confined to non-com- 
petitive situations. 





George J. Schaefer, for United 
Artists, and Spyros Skouras, for Fox- 
West Coast, have resumed negotia- 
tions for purchase of U.A. product 
by the latter, but whether a deal will 
be concluded this week is prob- 
lematical. Last week, intervention 
of Sidney R. Kent, president of 
20th Century-Fox, prevented the 
negotiations from collapsing. ; 

This like other deals is a ques- 
{ion of terms with the Skouras angle 
apparently being that the U.A. terms 
are too high for West Coast and that 
the circuit cannot carry the U.A. 
tariff, although the U.A. product is 
earnestly wanted. 

Neighborhood Theatre Circuit, Inc. 
of Richmond, Va., was signatured 
last week by Universal. Morton G. 
Thalhimer, head of circuit, and J. R. 
Grainger, for U, headed negotiating 
parties for deal which covers 15 
theatres in Richmond and other Vir- 
ginia cities. 


CHAS. MACARTHUR JOINS 
MG AS ASSO. PRODUCER 


Hollywood, Aug. 10. 
Charles MacArthur has signed an 
associate producer contract at Metro 
under which he will be responsible 


for three productions, the leadoff of 
which will be ‘Only Unto Thee. 
MacArthur is working on the script. 
for 





Pact contains option clauses 


further films. 


—_——— 


Clork’s Yule Chore 


Hollywood, Aug. 10. 


Harry Clork is scripting ‘The Night 
Before,’ which Nat Perrin will pre- 
duce for Columbia. , 

Film will be made from Pau! a 
lico’s Satevepost story, ‘The Nigh 
Before Christmas.’ 
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Special Master to Have Tentative 
Report on RKO Reorg Plan by Oct. 14 


After several months of hearings 
devoted chiefly to squabbles and 
disputes between disgruntled stock- 
holders and attorneys for the Atlas 
Corp., Special Master George W. 
Alger announced Thursday (5) he 
will submit a tentative report on the 
ee RKO reorganization plan 
to Federal Judge William Bondy on 
Oct. 14. It is expected court’s final 
okay of the plan will not take place 
before January. 

At the final hearing Thursday Ar- 
thur Berenson, attorney for a group 
of Boston and indie stockholders, 
added his protests to those of Joseph 
Cohen, attorney for another group, 
to the setup of the plan, declaring | 
its provisions were unfair to the in- | 
die stockholders. Atlas attorneys 
drafted the proposed reorganization 
setup and Berenson claims Atlas 
alone is in back of the reorganiza- 
tion idea. 

The Special Master denied Cohen’s 
request that the contract between 
Atlas and Radio Corp. of America, 
under which the former corp. 
bought half of RCA shares of RKO 
and obtained an option for re- 
mainder, be admitted to evidence. 

Instead, Alger directed that the | 
contract be locked up until he sub- 
mits it to Judge Caffey with his ten- 
tative report. Alger also indicated 
that he would make several recom- 
mendations which might have mate- | 
rial effect on the original plan. 

Following the hearing, Berenson 
declared that Atlas had, by the pay- 
ment of $5,000,000 to RCA, obtained 
A,211,462 sharcs of RKO common and 
about $9,786,655 in debentures. Un- 
der the contract, the attorney al- 
leges, Atlas also obtained an option 
which runs until December, 1937, for | 
the remainder of the RCA holdings 
for $6,000,000. The $11,000,000 was 
the total price to be paid for securi- 
ties said to have been worth $30,- 
000,000 at the time the deal was | 
made, the attorney alleges. 


MG-BARTHOLOMEW SUIT 
OVER PACT UP AUG. 13 


Hollywood, Aug. 10. 

Arguments will be heard next 
Friday (13) in Superior Court in) 
Metro’s injunction suit to forbid | 
Freddie Bartholomew from working | 
at another studio. 

Defendants are Myllicent Bartholo- | 
mew, moppet’s aunt and adopted | 
parent, and the Union Bank & Trust | 
Co., guardian of his estate. Metro 
earlier won a temporary restraining 
order, | 




















GN Rushes 3d Cagney 
Pic Before WB Appeal 


Hollywood, Aug. 10. 

Grand National will rush ‘Dyna- | 
mite’ James Cagney starrer, into | 
production as quickly as possible | 
after the completion of ‘Something | 
to Sing About,’ current Cagney ve- 
hicle. 

Idea is to have a third Cagney film 
readied before the Cagney-Warner 
Bros. contract suit goes into the 
California appellate court. Script | 
of ‘Dynamite’ has been completed by 
Betty Laidlaw and Robert Lively. 


Sandrich’s No Wait | 


Hollywood, Aug. 10. 
Mark Sandrich, recently returned 
from jaunt abroad, has been as- 
signed by RKO to direct the next 
Irene Dunne film. 
Felix Young produces. 











PAR TESTS BAND GAL 


Maxine Marlowe, featured vocalist 
with Phil Spitalny’s all-girl ork, now 
at Paramount theatre, N. Y., is be- | 
ing considered for a screen test by 

ar. 


Others who have gone from the 


Par stage onto the screen include 
Niela  Goodelle, Virginia Verrill, | 
Frances Faye and Hildegarde. 


|and works 


|}of Jackson in 





| FLOREY, GRINDE IN TOKYO 


Keportea Hunting 
‘Butterfly’ 


Par Director 
Types for 
Tokyo, July 19. 
Robert Florey, Paramount direc- 
tor, and Nick Grinde, Warner direc- 
tor, arrived here last Thursday (15) 
for several weeks vacation. Some 
time will be spent in inspecting the 
various Jap studios. 


Story going the rounds is that 
Florey, while here, will 0.0. several 
Jap actresses with the idea of se- 
lecting one for the part of Cho- 


chosan in ‘Madame Butterfly, re- 
ported to be under consideration for 
remake by Par. 





MORE FANCY H’WOOD 


SALARIES DISCLOSED 


Washington, Aug. 10. 

More six-figure Hollywood = sal- 
aries came to light via the Federal 
Securities and Exchange Commis- 
sion last week. 

Big-check recipients for last fiscal 
year included Kay Francis, $227,500; 
Joe E. Brown, $201,562; Leslie How- 
ard, $185,000; Ronald Colman, $162,- 
500; Irene Dunne, $102,777; and 
Frank Capra, $208,000. 

Previously S.E.C. disclosed  six- 
figure compensation for Nicholas M. 
Schenck, Warner’ Baxter, Gary 
Cooper, Georeg Raft, Darryl Zanuck, 
Roy del Ruth, and picid Ruggles. 


Cantor Sells, to Act In 
Own Singie at 20-Fox 


Hollywood, Aug. 10. 

Next Eddie Cantor starrer at 20th- 
Fox, following ‘Ali Baba Goes to 
Town,’ will be ‘Sing While You 
Sleep,’ to be made from an original 
by Cantor, which Darryl Zanuck has 
okayed and purchased. 

Original idea is credited by Cantor 
to Eddie Davis, his ether scribe, and 
centers around a ditty author who 
gets his ideas in slumber. 


Raye Sued by Agents 











Chicago, Aug. 10. 
Suit for accounting of her earn- 
ings, plus $25,000 damages was filed 
against Martha Raye here last week 
| by Sligh and Tyrrell, Inc., agency. 
Suit alleges that in November, 
1935, the agency gave Miss Raye a 


| chance at the Hotel Morrison here, 


and that she later agreed orally to 
pay them 5% of her earnings. 





Moppets’ Hey-dey 
Hollywood, Aug. 10. 

Approval is being sought in court 
by 20th-Fox for contracts handed to 
June Wilkins, 19-year-old player, and 
Joan Felt, six-year-old, to be known 
on the screen as Joan Carol. 

Wilkins pact starts at $70 weekly 
and increases to $600 through option 
periods, while moppet begins at $125 
up to $1,100 in seven 
years. 


ASHER’S UNIVERSAL ‘CAT’ 
Hollywood, Aug. 10. 
E. M. Asher has drawn the pro- 
ducer assignment on Universal’s ‘The 





| Cat and the Canary.’ 


Film will be based on the John 
Willard mystery play. 





FTP Actor’s Film Chance 
Hollywood, Aug. 10. 

Sothern, who quit the 
brokerage biz to become an actor 
with the Federal Theatre Project, 
has been handed the role of Andrew 
Jackson in Cecil B. deMille’s ‘The 
Buccaneer.’ Tests were forthcoming 
as the result of Sothern’s portrayal 
‘Rachel’s Man’ at the 
Hollywood Playhouse, FTP produc- 
tion, 

Plaver is said to bear striking re- 
semblance to ‘Old Hickory.’ 


Hugh 
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Radio Campaign in 13 Key 


Cities — National C. C. 
Body Cooperating with, 
Hollywood Junior Cham- 


ber of Commerce — Pix 


Chance Via Broadcasting 
Program—Name Director 


to M. C. 


RETURN FARES—A MUST 


Hollywood, Aug. 10. | 

Determined to lift talent-hunting | 
out of ‘the category of heart-break | 
rackets, Norris J. Nelson, Hollywood | 
Jr. biz prez, having received the | 
okay of the U. S. Junior Chamber | 
of Commerce, is planning to go 
ahead with a radio program to be | 
known as Hollywood’s Quest for | 
Talent. ‘Quest’ is to be sponsored | 
by a national advertiser, with nut 
figured at $65,000 for a total of 13) 
weeks. 

Difficulty of keeping quest a legiti- 
mate search for talent will be eased, | 
Nelson believes, if the sponsor has 
a product which is above reproach. 
For this reason, all cosmetics, hair 
tonics and other 








( 
| 
| 
| 





Burglars Night On 


Hollywood, Aug. 10. 

Goldwyn publicity staff is try- 
ing hard to keep a straight face 
over break it got when Gary 
Cooper’s house was robbed of 
$40,000 worth of gems while 
star and his ‘wife were attend- 
ing preview of ‘Dead End.’ Pic- 
ture, which is about the slums 
and how it manufactures 
gangsters, got a big play in wire 
service stories of the Cooper 


frisking. 
Thing that didn’t get any 
play was the fact that Thurs- 


day is maids’ day off in Holly- 
wood and crooks have learned 
to watch big previews for that 
night, figuring that pix homes 
on such nights are pushovers. 


‘THREE TERP TUTORS 
ON MG’S ‘ROSALIE’ 


Hollywood, Aug. 10. 
Metro has set three dance direc- 
tors to rehearsing 
‘Rosalie,’ produced by 
thony McGuire. 


Albertina Rasch is on ballets, Dave 











glossy products are | Gould is handling tap routines and 


being given the brushoff by the com-| Val Raset is maestro of the chorus. 


mittee. 


Idea was approved by the U. S. 
Junior Chamber of Commerce con- 
vention in Denver in June, but it is 


which the Chamber doesn’t consider 
essential but figures it would be nice 
to have. 

Once the project is set, it will call | 
for a mobile production unit to 
broadcast and make tests, each week, 
from different cities of the United: 
States. The radio program will be a 
review of talent from that particu- 
lar town and will be a three way tie- 
up, with the U. S. Junior Chamber 
of Commerce splitting the billing 
with the iocal chamber and the} 
sponsor. 

The overhead, figured to run 
around $5,000 weekly on the techni- 
cal crew, with director acting as 
master of ceremonies, and a script 
writer to prepare copy as yet not 
figured in. Nelson is trying to get 
somebody like D. W. Griffith as m.c., 
but this too is partly in the lap of 
the sponsor. 


Elimination Contests 


in local theatres with the local 
Juniors defraying all expenses for 
the tryouts. Program will run for 


13 weeks, meaning 13 key cities are | 


all that the program can handle. 


In addition to the radio spiels the | 
crew will make screen tests of the | 


winners in each town and these win- 
ners will get six months’ contracts 
with transportation to and from Hol- 
lywood. 


The ‘from’ part of the deal is what | 


the studios want stressed more than 
it has been up to date. With town 
overboard with layoffs and the 
county deporting outsiders for whom 
it can’t find jobs, any talent hunt 
which isn’t a two-way proposition is | 
only adding to the studio aspirin | 
bills at this time, say casting direc- | 
tors. 

Nelson says that in the radio rou- 
tines it will be stressed what a small 


percentage have a chance of success | 
in Hollywood out of the thousands | 


who make the attempt, but that now 
and then an unknown does slip 
through, and even bathing-beauty 


winners have been known to make 
! 


the grade in Hollywood. 
As the chamber’s 


teur talent, the backers believe they 
are not leading anybody on or ex- 
ploiting the talents of a million for | 
the benefit of a few. 

The Junior chamber officers point 


that this project is in line with the} 


general run of things they generally 
sponsor. They consider themselves 
the showman’s division of big biz 
and sponsor everything from cotton 
(Continued on page 8) 


hunt is to be 
open to both professional and ama- | 





Col. Vs. Del Rio in 106 


as yet to get the Hays office okay, | 


Suit; Actress ‘Unique’ 





Hollywood, Aug. 10. 
Columbia Pictures is asking $10,- 
000 damages from Dolores Del Rio 
in a contract breach suit filed in 
superior court. 


April, 1936, called for two pictures 
and five yearly options but that the 
Mexican actress has refused to re- 
port for work. 

Columbia contends the actress has 
such unique talents that it’s impos- 
sible to make substitution in the 
film she is wanted for. 


Thomas Back at Par 


Holiywood, Aug. 10. 








rejoined Paramount as_ production 
assistant to Harold Hurley. 

In the last year Thomas has been 
jan active freelance writer, peddling 
four originals to major studios, 








Goldwyn Kids Loaned 


Hollywood, Aug. 10. 
Six kids used in the Samuel Gold- 


been borrowed by the Mervyn Le- 
Roy unit at Warners for ‘Who Asked 
to Be Born,’ Leonardo Bercovici 
screen drama. 

Options on the youngsters were | 
| grabbed by Goldwyn following the | 
‘Dead End’ preview last week. 





—— ——$—$—$ 5 _ 


ERWIN’S PIGSKINNER 


Hollywood, Aug. 10. 
Richard English is screenplaying 
Over,’ football yarn that 
| will serve Stuart Erwin as a Grand 
| National starring vehicle. 








Ben Pivar produces. 





RAFT-ROSS DEUCED 


Hollywood, Aug. 
George Raft will be teamed ar 
| Shirley Ross in his next Paramount 
' starrer, ‘Strange Fascination.’ orig- 
|inal by Andrew L. Stone, who also 
directs. 


. . . ' 
Script now is being prepared by 


Fve Greene in collaboration with 
Stone. Film will be a William Le 
Baron production. 


numbers for | 
William An-|} 


Studio claims contract signed in! 


Bill Thomas, recently resigned as | 
Plan is to hold elimination contests | Columbia studio publicity chief, has | 


wyn production of ‘Dead End’ have | 


Cedric Belfrage Exposes Another 
H'wood Racket—Immigration Quota 


— 
Hollywood, Aug. 10 
Quietest racket.in California which 
has been going on for several years 
and is never likely to meet with 
legal objections is that of ‘immigra- 
tion counselor.’ Cedric Belfrage, 


London film critic and author of 
‘Away From It All,’ has just given 
the racket the runaround and is anx- 
ious to explain to other aliens in 
the show business just how easy it 
is to duck a rap that rumsfrom $250 
to a $1,000 for the alleged service of 
getting a visitor a quota number. 

It is Belfrage’s contention that the 
talent agents are responsible for 
scaring people into believing that 
you can buy your way into staying 
in America. Agents explain to talent 
| that the immigration counselors can 

fix up the whole matter of a quota 
{number and that for this service a 
few hundred dollars will suffice. 
Usually the agents later report that 
\trouble is met locally and that the 
|immigration counselor will have to 
| pull some strings in Washington, 
meaning an additional service rap. 

The laugh is, says Belfrage, who 
has just got a quota number with- 
out its costing him a dime, Wash- 
ington doesn’t even know who’s com- 
| ing into the country until the visitor 
The issuing of quota num- 
bers is entirely in the hands of con- 
suls abroad and the state depart- 
ment receives from the consuls the 
quota number lists, not vice versa. 
So greasing Washington is like greas- 
ing a guy who isn’t even aware of 
what you are greasing him for. 

Immigration Counselors 
Immigration counselors make 
much of the fact that they have ar- 
ranged things so that the aliens may 
go out of the country and then re- 
turn in anything from a day to two 
weeks. They give this information 

(Continued on page 50) 





|is here, 











'SMALLIE AGENTS BALK 


ON JOINING 107, GUILD 


Hollywood, Aug. 10. 

Smaller fry among 10% ers on the 
Sunset Strip have refused to affili- 
ate with the Artists’ Managers Guild, 
organization being fostered by 13 
agent biggies. 

Informal sesh last week resulted 
in decision to ‘respectfully refuse’ as- 
sociation, little fellows feeling that 
they would be given no voice in 
policies, 


Del Ruth Stays on Home 
Lot for Next Sonja Pic 


Hollywood, Aug. 10. 

Fancy price offered by Metro for 
the loan of Roy Del Ruth from 20th 
Century, wanted to direct the Ed- 
ward G. Robinson-Luise Rainer film, 
‘The Last Gangster, was rejected by 
20th. 

Del Ruth recently completed 
‘Broadway Melody’ for MG and now 
goes to home lot for the next Sonja 
Henie picture, ‘Bread, Butter and 
Rhythm.’ 











| ’ . 

| Mae West’s ‘Sapphire Sal’ 

| Gets Gun Aug. 25 at Major 

Hollywood, Aug. 10. 
Next Mae West starver, tentatively 

titled ‘Sapphire Sal,’ will be given 

| the starting gun Aug. 25 with Eddie 

Sutherland directing for Emanuel 

| Cohen of Major Pictures. 

| Original and 

| turned out by 


| 


Swerling, 


screenplay were 
Miss West and Jo 





Autry’s Columbia Pic 
Hollywood, Aug. 10 
Gene Autry’s outside film on his 
| Republic contract will be made inde- 
pendently for Columbia release. 
Dude ranch yarn, ‘Howdy Siran- 
ger,’ from Broadway legit of pasf 


season, will work on $150,000 budget. 
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Plenty to Go Around, ‘Everything’ 
L.A. Topper at $30,500, Two Spots; 


Teast’ $20,500 





? 
Los Angeles, Aug. 10. | Eat’ (20th), Satisfactory $14,500 
Headed by two-a-day run of Met-| Sin RKO) and ‘Born. Reckless 


yo's ‘Firefiy’ at the Four Star, where 
ijt debuted (6), town is in for an- | 
other satisfactory week most of the 
way around. While takes generally 
are a trifie below those of past two 
weeks, managers have no kick to 
yvegister. 

‘You Can't Have Everything’ is 
topping the town on combined take 
in two houses, piling up around 
$30,500. “Toast of New York’ at the 
RKO and Pantages should come close 
io $21,000 for the week, while Para- 
y,ount will wind up with oke returns. 

‘Knight Without Armor,’ Dietrich- 
Donat starrer, is just so-so at the two 
Warner houses. 

Estimates fer This Week 

Chinese (Grauman) (2,028; 30-40- 
55-75)—You Can’t Have Everything’ | 
(20th) and ‘London by Night’ (MG) 


dual. Should hit nifty $14,000. Last 
week, ‘Good Earth’ (MG) and ‘Lady 
Escapes’ (20th), surprisingly big at 


$14,600, exceeding expectations. 

Dewntewn (WB) (1,800; 30-40-55- 
65)—‘Knight Without Armor’ (UA) 
and ‘Public Wedding’ (WB) dual. 
One-time strong Marlene Dietrich- 
Robert Donat draw is lacking for 
this program topper so will have to, 
be satisfied with $7,200 which, - 
ever, profitable. Last week, ‘San 
Quentin’ (FN) and ‘Marry the Girl 
(WB), topped $9,300, big. | 

Feur Star (Fox) (900; 55-83-$1.10 | 
$1.65) ‘The Firefiy’ (MG). Getting | 
away to a $4,000 take on a $5.50) 
preem (6) this one should pile up| 
smash $14,500 on initial week of its | 
two-a-day (three Sundays) run. Tre- 
mendous campaign helped opening 
and follow up biz. Last week, ‘Love 
From a Siranger’ (UA), finished at 
$3,800, oke. 

Hellywood (WB) (2,756; 30-40-55- 
65) ‘Knight Without Armor’ (UA) | 
and ‘Public Wedding’ (WB) dual. | 
Biz running ahead of its day-dater | 
Downtown and should finish with | 


Firefly Hot 14446 





(20th) got nice $14,000. 





Fox (4,000; 25-35-55)—‘Devil Is| 
Driving’ (Col) and ‘Riding on Air’ } 
(RKO). Okay $13,000. Last week, | 


‘They Won't Forget’ (WB) and ‘Wild | 
Money’ (Par) got $17,500, fine. 

Met (2.400; 25-35-55) — ‘Saratoga’ 
(MG) and ‘California Straight 
Ahead’ (Ind). Healthy $16,000 in 
view for dual. Last week, ‘Knight 
Without Armour’ (UA) and ‘Mar- 
ried Before Breakfast’ (MG) were 
okay at $15,000. 

Paramount (4,000; 25-35-55)—‘Ex- 
clusive’ (Par) and ‘King Solomon's 





Mines’ (GB). At $13,500 n.s.h. Last 
week. ‘Easy Living’ (Par) and 
‘Hoosier Schoolboy’ (Mono) $15,500, 
okay. 

Strand (2,000; 25-35-55)—‘Jugger- 
naut’ (GN) and ‘Paradise Isle’)| 
(Mono), so-so $5,000. Last week | 
‘Two Who Dared’ (GN) and ‘Could 


Happen to You’ (Rep), good $6,000. 


TOPPER’ 765, 
MPLS. 


Minneapolis, Aug. 10. 
Temperature and = grosses’ are 
zooming currently. Summer's second 
severe heat wave isn’t keeping the 
customers away from ‘Good Earth’ 
and ‘Topper’ and both promise to 


profitable $7,000. Last week, ‘San | finish in the money. Former, at the 
Quentin’ (FN) and “Marry the Girl’ | Minnesota, is far out in front, but 


«WB), very good at $8 


200, 
Orpheum (Bdwy) (2,280; 25-30-35- | 


40)—‘The Californian’ (20th) and 
“She Had to Eat’ (20th) dual and 
vaudeville. After some 
second run picts with which to bol- 
ster its vaude shows, Orpheum cur- 
rently has ‘Californians’ for first 
local showing, and is headed for 
satisfactory $7,200. 

Pantages (Pan) (2,700: 30-40-55 )— 


‘Toast of New York’ (RKO) and ‘Big | 


Shot’ (RKO) dual. Started off with 
2 bang and on basis of early showing 
should garner okay $10,500. Last 
week, second stanza of ‘Road Back’ 
(U) and ‘Love In a Bungalow’ (U), 
oke $4,800. 

Paramount (Partmar) (3,595; 30- 
40-55)—‘It’s All Yours’ (Col) and 
“Blonde Trouble’ (Par) dual and 
stage show. Rushing in a flock of 
previews during the week and show- 
irig “Blonde Trouble’ at morning 
and afternoon performances only, 
looks Jike satisfactory $15,000. Last 
week, ‘Exclusive’ (Par) and Eddie 
Peabody stage unit, brought nifty 
£18.000 on nine days as expected. 

RKO (2.950; 30-40-55) ‘Toast of 
New York’ (RKO) and ‘Big Shot’ 
(RKO) dual. Edward Arnold prov- 
ing a downtown draw and with a 
preview thrown in should hit neat 
$10.000. Last week, ‘Road Back’ (U) 
and ‘Love In Bungalow’ (U) (2d wk), 
good $5,600, 

State ‘(Loew-Fox) (2,024; 30-40- 
55-75)—‘Can’t Have Everything’ 
(20th) and ‘London by Night’ (MG) 
dual. Filmusical should garner 
around $16,500, better than average. 
Lasi week, ‘Good Earth’ (MG) and 
“Lady Escapes’ (20th), finished with 
smash $19,500, much better than an- 
tirivated. : 

United Artists (Fox-UA) (2,100: 
30-40-55)—‘Good Earth’ (MG) and 
‘Love From Stranger’ (UA) dual. 


Moveover of ‘Earth’ from State and | 


‘Siranger’ from the Four Star looks 
like smart booking and should bring 
$7,800, excellent for house. 
week. ‘Saratoga’ (MG) and ‘Bern 
Reckless’ (20th), on moveover, 
smash $7,200. 

Wilshire (Fox) (2.296: 30-40-55-65) 
—‘Good Earth’ (MG) and ‘Love from 
Siranger’ (UA) dual. Long two-a- 
dev run of ‘Earth’ at the nearby 
Carthay Cirele and recent brief run 
of ‘Stranger’ at the Four Star cut 
into trede at this boulevard house: 
Tnnke $7.000. Last week, ‘Saratoga’ 
(MG) and ‘Born Reckless’ (20th). 
bie $8,500. 





‘Seratoga’ Big $16,000; 


Brooklyn Biz Pleasant | 


Brooklyn, Aug. 10. 
Scorching weather here is giving 
the parks and beaches a break, but 
averessive newspaper campaigns are 
keeping the deluxers in the running 


with grosses mostly on the pleasant 


side. 
_Estimates for This Week 


Albee 


weeks of | 


Last | 


(2.500: 25-35-55)—Toast of 
New York’ (RKO) and ‘She Had to 


the Orpheum also has a winner in 
‘Topper’ and will salt away a nice 
profit. 

Otherwise, the single outstanding 
box-office performer is ‘Knight 
Without Armor,’ holding over for a 
second week at the World. 

Estimates for This Week 

Aster (Publix-Singer) (900; 15- 
| 25)—‘Mountain Justice’ (FN) split 
with ‘King of Gamblers’ (Par) (2d 
runs) and last three days first run 
‘Wings of Morning’ (20th) on dual. 
Lack of cooling plant hurting here, 
fair $1,000 indicated. Last week, ‘My 
Girl’ (RKO) split with ‘Night Must 
Fall’ (MG) (2d runs) and last three 
days dual first runs ‘Border Cafe’ 
(RKO) and ‘Armored Car’ (U), fair 
$1,200. 

Century (Publix-Singer) (1,600; 
25-35-40) ‘Slim’ (WB). Well liked, 
but not burning up the box-office; 
| fair $4,500 in prospect. Last week. 
‘Saratoga’ (MG) (2d wk). $6,500 very 


good after $18,000 at Minnesota on 
| nine days. 


Minnesota (Publix-Singer) (4,200; 
25-35-55 )—‘Good Earth’ (MG) Wasn't 








| 
| 
| 
| 


| 





First Runs on B’way 





(Subject to Change) 
Week of Aug. 12 
Aster—High, Wide and Hand- 

some’ (Par) (4th wk). 
Capitel — ‘Captains Coura- 
geous’ (MG) (2d wk). 


Central— Think Fast, Mr. 
Moto’ (20th) (14). 
Criterion—‘She’s No Lady’ 
(Par) (11). 
Globe—‘Souls at Sea’ (Par) 
(10). 
(Reviewed in this issue). 
Hollyweod — ‘Emile Zola’ 
(WB) (11). 
(Reviewed in Variety June 30). 
Music Hall — ‘Stella Dallas’ 
(UA) (2d wk). 
Paramount — ‘Artists and 
Models’ (Par) (2d wk). 
Rialtio—London By Night’ 
(MG). 
(Reviewed in Variety last week) 
Riveli — “You Can't Have 


Everything’ (20th) (2d wk). 
Rexy— ‘Road Back’ (U) (13). 
Strand—Mr. Dodd Takes the 

Air’ (WB) (11). 

(Reviewed in Variety July 28). 

Week of Aug. 19 
Astor—‘High, Wide and Hand- 


some’ (Par) (5th wk). 
Capitol—‘Topper’ (MG), 
(Reviewed in Variety July 14). 
Central— ‘Think Fast, Mr. 


Moto’ (20th) (2d wk). 
Criterion—‘On Such a Night’ 
(Par) (17). 


Glebe—‘Souls At Sea’ (Par) 
(2d wk). 
Hellywood — ‘Emile Zola’ 


(WB) (2d wk). 
Music Hall—‘Vogues of 1938’ 
(UA). 


(Reviewed in Variety last week) 


Paramount — ‘Artists and 
Models’ (Par) (3d wk). 
Riveli — ‘You Can't Have 


Everything’ (20th) (3d wk). 
Roxy — ‘Love Under Fire’ 
(20th) (20). 
(Reviewed in this issue). 
Strand — ‘Confession’ (WB) 
(18). 





(Reviewed in Variety July 21). 








roadshowed here and its initial en- 
gagement at pop prices is landing 
plenty of attention; properly ex- 
picited, too, and delivering; reaching 
toward fine $14,000. Last week ‘Ex- 
clusive’ (Par), $4,000, bad. 


Orpheum (Publix-Singer) (2,890; 
25-35-40 )—Topper’ (MG). Riveting 
considerable attention here: en route 
to good $7,000. Last week, ‘Slave 
Ship’ (20th), $7,500, good. 

State (Publix-Singer) (2,300; 25- 
40)—Wings Over Honolulu’ (U) and 
‘On Again, Off Again’ (RKO). Dual 
bill pulling satisfactory trade; looks 
like pretty good $3,200. Last week, 
‘Midnight Madonna’ (Par) and ‘Oh, 
Doctor’ (U), $3,000, fair. 

Time (Berger) (290; 15-25)—‘Lar- 
ceny on Air’ (Rep) split with ‘My 
Man Godfrey’ (Col) (reissue). Poor 
$500. Last week, ‘Forbidden Adven- 
ture’ (Reade) (5th wk), $550, oke 
considering big takings of first four 
weeks. 

Uptown (Publix) (1,200; 25-35)— 
‘Waikiki Wedding’ (Par). First nabe 
showing and headed for good $3,500. 
Last week, ‘Day At Races’ (MG), 
$3,000, good. 

World (Steffes) (350; 25-35-40-55) 
—Knight Without Armor’ (UA) 
(2d wk). Good spot for this picture 
and it’s showing box-office strength; 





nice $1,800, indicated. Last week 
$2,200, good. ; 


Winkie’ by No Means Wee at $31,000. 


Detroit, Aug. 10. 
Same old siory, give ‘em what 
they want and they'll eat it up. Best 
all-around attractions currently that 


town has seen for long, long time, 
and box offices tell the result. 

Repeating previous sock  else- 
where, Martha Raye has town to her 
own as topliner of stage show at 
the Michigan, coupled with ‘Super 
Sleuth.’ At the Fox, which-has been 
suffering from poor product for 
some time. Shirley Temple is dupli- 
cating previous appeal here with a 
fine gross due on ‘Wee Willie Win- 
kie. Straight pix houses catching 
the overfiows from the vaudfilmers, 
plus good work on their own attrac- 
tions, and biz generally is above 
normal proportions. 

Estimates for This Week 

Adams (Balaban) (1,700; 25-40)— 
‘Roaring Timber’ iCol) plus ‘Love 
in Bungalow’ (U), dual. Due for 
good $5,800. Last session normal $5,- 
400 on ‘Can't Last Forever’ (Col) 
and “Talk of Devil’ (GB). 

Fox (Indie) (5,000; 30-40-65 )—‘Wil- 
lie Winkie’ (20th) plus stage show. 
Temple opus duplicating previous 
good work. with matinees big and 
nights holding for swell $30,000. 


In Detroit; Martha Raye- Sleuth’ 456 


f 


| Lean $14,000 last week on ‘Girl Said 
No’ (GN) and vaude. 

Madison ‘United Detroit) (2,000; 
30-40-65 ) — ‘Saratoga’ (MG) (3d 
week). Gable-Harlow flicker forced 
out of UA after two nice sessions and 
moved here for oke $4,500 on third 
setto. Verv weak $3,000 last week 
on ‘Knight Without Armor’ (UA). 


Screen star had ‘em hanging from 
rafters opening day, and looks like 
a sure bei for a wow $45,000, best 
house has seen in months. Around 
$25,000, good, last stanza on ‘Exclu- 
sive’ (Par) plus revue headed by 
Carl Freed’s harmonica band. 
Palms-State (UD) (3,000: 25-40)— 
“Meet the Missus’ (RKO) plus ‘White 
Bondage’ (WB), dual. Set for good 


Pop-priced showing of Muni-Rainer 
flicker got off to nice start and fig- 
ures to grab good $13,500. Second 
session of “Saratoga’ (MG) good for 
$12,000, following bumper $19,500 
| first stanza, 





Michigan (United Detroit) (4,000; | 
30-40-65)—‘Super Sleuth’ (RKO) 
with Martha Rave topping vaude. 


$7,000, following good $6,000 last 
week for ‘My Girl’ ‘(RKO) and | 
‘Great Gambini’ (Par). 

United Artisis ‘(United Detroit) 


(2,000 30-40-65 }—‘Good Earth’ (MG). | 





‘SARATOGA’ $9,000, 
BEST IN MONTREAL 


Montreal. Aug. 10. 
Current h.o.’s are ‘Easy Living’ 
and ‘Great Gambini’ at the Princess 
for a second week, with ‘Cesar’ at 
the Cinema de Paris going into a 
12th satisfactory week Tempera- 
ture drops swelled b.o.’s and the 

outlook is some better this week. 


Estimates for This Week 
Palace (CT) (2,700: 50)—‘Saratoga’ 





‘Slim’ (WB) and ‘Case of Stuttering 


weather; expect $1,200 this week. 
St. Denis (France-Film) (2,300: 34) 
—Topaze’ and ‘Poulot 
May run to fair $2,500. Last week 
‘Messieurs les Robes de Cuir’ and 
‘Monsieur Prosper’ the same. 





$12,900, SEATTLE 


Seattle. Aug. 10. 
‘Saratoga’ goes to the Music Box 
for a third week, after a dandy fort- 
night at the Fifth, while “Toast of 
| New York,’ with a heavy campaign, 
; is the successor at the latter spot. 
General Motors’ Parade of Prog- 
ress circus hit town last week with 
a free show that drew over 100,000, 
and hurt the theatres plenty. 


Estimates for This Week 


Blue Mouse (Hamrick-Evergreen) 
(900; 16-27) — ‘Hollywood Cowboy’ 
(RKO) and ‘Wildcatter’ (U), dual. 
Expecting $2,400, fair. Last week, 
‘Behind Headlines’ (RKO) = and 
‘White Bondage’ (WB) dual, got 
$2,600, good. 


(1,900; 21-32)—‘Romeo and Juliet’ 
(MG) and ‘Her Husband Lies’ (Par), 
dual. In for only four days and 
$2,500 will be okay. Last week, 
‘Gave Him Gun’ (MG) and ‘No- 
body’s Baby’ (MG), dual, at $3,100 
okay. 

Colonial (Sterling) (850: 10-21)— 
‘Restless Valley’ (Par) and ‘House of 
Secrets’ (Ches), dual. Should get 
$2,400, okay. Last week, ‘Cherokee 
| Strip’ (FN) and ‘Bank Alarm’ (GN), 
dual, slightly off at $2,000. 

Fifth Avenue (Hamrick-Ever- 
green) 
New York’ (RKO) and ‘Born Reck- 
less’ (20th), dual. Heading for $7.000. 
fair. Last week, ‘Saratoga’ (MGM) 
(2nd week), nice $7,200 and moved 
to the M.B. 





‘Can’t Last Forever’ ‘Col) and 
‘Speed to Spare’ (Col), dual. Prob- 
ably will reach $4,500. okav. Last 


week, ‘Roaring Timber’ (Col) and 
Napanee of Air’ (Col), dual, $4.700. 
ig. 

Music Box (Hamrick-Evergreen) 
(900; 32-37-42 )—‘Saratoga’ (MG) (3d 
week). Moved in from the Fifth and 
headed for $3,900. big. Last week. 
‘Emperor's Candlesticks’ (MG) and 
‘Big Business’ (20th), dual (3d 
, week), $2,300, fair. 

Orpheum (Hamrick-Evergreen) 
(2,700: 32-37-42)—'Road Back’ ‘(U) 
|and ‘Wild Money’ (Par). dual (2nd 
| week). Probably $4.800. good. 
week, same films got dandy $8.700. 

Palomar (Sterling) (1.450: 16-27 )— 
‘Trouble in Morocco’ (Col) and 
vaude. Again lines on openings days: 
headed to reach around $4500. big. 





Last week, ‘Rhythm in Clouds (Rep) | 


and vaude, with latter held respon- 
sible for sock $4.700. 

Paramount ‘(Hamrick-Evergreen) 
(3.106: 32-37-42)—‘Artists and Mod- 
|els’ (Par) and ‘Fly Along. Babv’ 
(WB), dual. Expecting $12,500. 
| which is sensational. Last week. 
| ‘Exclusive’ (Par) and ‘Marry the 
| Girl’ (WB), dual. $5,600. good. 

Roosevelt (Sterling) (850: 21-32 )— 
‘Kid Galahad’ (WB) ‘Oh, Doc- 
tor’ (U) dual. Paced at *3.000. cond. 
Last week, ‘Good As Merried@’ «tT 
j}and ‘Go Geiter’ (WB). dual. $2.706 
| good. 


an a 


‘A & M TERRIFIC 


Coliseum (Hamrick-Evergreen) | a , wae 
screen ads ballying other circuit 


Philly’s Still Crying: ‘Sleuth’ Oke 
$14500, ‘Models’ Only Fai $15,00 | 


| 
| 


| 
| 


(MGM). Should top the town with 
$9,000, best take in weeks. Last 
week ‘Knight Without Armor’ | 
(Regal) was the local best with a 
good $7,000. 

Capitel (CT) (2.700: 50)—‘Singing 
Marine’ (WB) and ‘Man in Blue’ | 
(WB). Expected to gross fair $6,000. | 
‘New Faces of 1937’ (RKO) and 
‘You Can’t Beat Love’ (RKO), the 
same last week. 

Loew’s (M.T.Co.) (3,200: 40)— 


Bishop’ (WB). Should do slim $4,000. 
Last week ‘Hell Divers’ (MG) and 
‘When Ladies Meet’ (MG) did 
slightly better at $4,500. 

Princess (CT) (2,300: 50)—‘Easy 
Living’ (Par) and ‘Great Gambini’ 
(Par) (2d wk). Should take good 
$5,000 after very fine $6,000 last 
week. 

Cinema de Paris (France-Film) 
(600: 50)—‘Cesar’ (12th wk). Took | 
$1,300 last week, due to cooler 


Avateur.’ | 





| ‘Chained’ 
| Ahead’ (Ches) split with ‘It Could 
(2,400; 32-37-42)-—Toast of | 


| 
| 


| 
| 


Liberty (J-vH) (1,900; 16-32-42)— | 


| 


_Last week “They Gave Him a Gur’ 
| (MG) split with ‘Talent Scout’ (WB) 
'and the ‘Miss Lincoln beauty p#g 


Last | 


| beginning to look longingly to Fair 


Philadelphia, Aug, 10. 

More dull biz is indicateq for 
Philly’s downtown film sector this 
week, despite presence in town of 





several light musicals which should 
_ be top-notch hot weather fare. a 
Crix here all went to town for ho 
‘Artists and Models,’ at the Stanley Ar 
but trade hasn’t been commensurate 3 
; aoat tu 
with the notices. th 
‘Good Earth,’ in its first film-house 
showing here, proved especially gis. in 
appointing. It closes a week's stay ie 
at the Boyd tonight (Tuesday). with on 
|The Toast of New York’ following He 
Town has two majo: musicals vie- po 
ing for trade. ‘You Can't Have up 
| Everything’ opened at the Fox to- se 
day to battle with ‘Models’ up the tel 
street. Fox wants to get back to in 
regular Friday change policy and 
| hopes to do so with the current of. to 
fering, which should be good for at ga 
least the three extra days. th 
Aldine is skedded to relight Aug in 
30 with ‘Prisoner of Zenda.’ House m 
has been entirely renovated. ; co 
Estimates for This Week 
Boyd (2,400: 40-55-65 )— ‘Toast of 
New York’ (RKO). Opens tomorrow - 
(Wednesday). “The Good Earth’ he 
(MG) ending a rather disappointing C4 
week’s stand tonight with not over L 
$12.500. cl 
Earle (2,000; — 25-40-55)—‘Super in 
Sleuth’ (RKO) and vaude. Surpris- 
ingly big house for opener and very ‘E 
enthusiastic notices; upped gross in- H 
dicated, probably $14,500, for six. O 
day week. Last week, ‘Fly Away tk 
Baby’ (WB) and Clyde Lucas Orch, pl 
dull at $11,500 on six days. t 
Fox (3,000; 40-55-65)—‘Can’t Have 
Everything’ (20th). Opened today - 
(Tuesday) and figured for week and ir 
\a half. ‘Exclusive’ (Par) got only ir 
so-so $12,000 for its week’s stay. ‘F 
Karlten (1,000; 25-35-40)—‘Road 4 
Back’ (U) (2d run). Fairish $2,300 
indicated. Last week, ‘Marry the 
Gir? (WB), only six days, scrammed Vv 
to sad $1,500. v 
Stanley (3,700; 40-55-65)—‘Artists t! 
and. Models’ (Par). Gorgeous notices n 
but biz hasn’t been any too strong 
maybe $15,000. Last week, ‘Saratoga’ 
(MG) got $17,500 in a nine-day 2d 
week, 
Stanton (1,700; 30-40-50)—‘San 
Quentin’ (WB). Typical house film 
and figures for okay $6,500. Last 
week, ‘League of Frightened Men’ 
(Col) was under average at $5,200. 
Lincoln Cross-Adv. 





lts Opposish’s Pix 
But Biz Still Bhh 


Lincoln, Aug. 10. 
Local screens are clogged with 





houses and their pictures now that 
newspapers and the row are on 
strictly unfriendly terms. New pat- 
ley over ads came to no avail. Biz 
is not what it should be for the pic- 
ture houses, by far. Showmen are 


ee ee eee ee ee a ee eee ee” fe ane oe | 


week (Sept. 5) and the start of col- 
lege a week later. 
Estimates for This Week 
Liberty (LTC) (1,200: 10-15)— 
(MG) and ‘Red Lights 


Happen’ (Rep) and ‘Land Beyond 
the Law’ (WB). Just fair. House 
has thrown in a worse than amateur 
night procedure labelled ‘Opry 
House Night,’ which isn’t helping: 
$800. Last week ‘Smoke Tree Range 
(U) and ‘Meet the Boy Friend’ (Rep) 
split with ‘Desire’ (Par) and ‘Dan- 
gerous Holiday’ (Rep). So-so, $900. 
Lincein (LTC) (1,600; 10-20-25)— 
‘Slim’ (WB) and ‘Melody for Two 
(WB) split with ‘Slave Ship’ (20th). 
Patrons not impressed, slow $1,900. 





nat oo onl, tno ee ok OO 6 


eant.’ Latter gave the night crowds 
a boost, but the full week wasnt S0 
forte, $2,100. 

Orphewm (LTC) (1,350; 10-15-20) 
—Armored Car’ (U) and ‘Lady Es 
capes’ (RKO) split with ‘Off Aga!n, 
On Again’ (RKO) plus ‘Californien 
(20th). Heavy sledding to get bet- 
ter than average, $1.100. Last week 
‘Great Gambini’ (Par) and hago? 
Love’ (RKO) split with ‘King © 
Gamblers’ (Par) plus ‘Hotel Hay- 
wire’ (Par) poor $1,150. , 

Stuart (LTC) (1,900; 10-25-40 — 
‘Ercy Living’ (Par). Show comes m 
with no bally at all, which isrt help” 
About $3,000. fair. Lasi wee 
‘Day at Races’ (MG) did fine = 
werd-of-mouth and got out ™ ith $8, 
500, se 

Varsity (Westland) (1,100: 10-15)— 
‘Great Guy’ (GN) plus ‘Sing. — 
bov, Sing’ (GN). Idea of putune 





ing, 


(old second run with a first vit 
doesn't look very good, at least * 
ent making much dough -_. ” 
enot: fair, $900. Last week ‘Map a 
the Mirror’ (GN) plus “Theodor 


(Col), so-so, $1,000. 
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Chis Holdovers but Biz Sill OK: 
Women’ Plus Herman Bing, $30,000, 
Toast -Vaude AG: Firefly 2-a-Day 








Chicago, Aug. 10. 
General tone of the loop falls off 
somewhat currently due to an array 
of holdovers in the majority of the 
Roosevelt, United Artists, 


ouses. ; , 
edin, Garrick all stabbing with 
added runs. And of the new pic- 


tures, only ‘Toast of New York’ at 
the Palace indicates genuine pull. 

Chicago drops perceptibly, follow- 
ing a smash session last week. ‘Be- 
tween Two Women’ on the screen 
hasn't the punch, and will deliver 
only a fair week’s take for the house. 
House has embarked on a strong 
policy of names on the stage, lining 
up marquee strength for a long 
series of weeks running into Sep- 
tember. Currently has Herman Bing 
in the flesh. 

Metro brought ‘The Firefly’ into 
town Sunday (8) for a roadshow 
gallop at the Erlanger. This makes 
the fifth roadshower for Metro here 
in the past year. Getting a good 
matinee play from the femmes, ac- 
cording to advance Sales. 

Estimates for This Week 

Apollo (B&K) (1,200 35-55-65-75) 
— Ever Since Eve’ (WB). Comes in 
here following session at the Chi- 
cago. Will do $5,000, fair enough. 
Last week ‘Day at Races’ (MG) 
clicked neat $6,700 in its return date | 
in loop. 

Chicago (B&K) (4,000; 35-55-75 )— 
‘Between Two Women’ (MG) and 
Herman Bing headlining on stage. 
Okay take at $30,000. Last week was 
the lulu, with Martha Raye on stage, 
plus ‘Ever Since Eve’ (WB) zinging 
through to a mighty $59,000. 

Garrick (B&K) (900; 25-35-55-65) 
—Road Back’ (U). In here follow- 
ing powerful week at Palace, head- 
ing for ripe coin at $8,500. Last week 
‘Exclusive’ (Par) turned in nice $6,- 
400 for second loop stanza. 

Oriental (B&K) (3,200; 25-35-55- 
65)—‘Dance, Charlie’ (WB) and 
vaude. Lucky to hit $12,000. Last 
week ‘Wild Money’ (Par) came 
through with the assistance of Dis- 
ney award cartoons for $16,500, nice. 

Palace (RKO) (2,500; 35-55-65-75) 
—Toast of New York’ (RKO) and 
vaude. Another money-making week 
in the offing for the house. Register 
clicking off an excellent $24,000. Last 
week ‘Road Back’ (U) caught on in 
fine fashion to run up a powerful 
$25,800. 

Roosevelt (B&K) (1,500; 35-45-65- 
75)—Wee Willie’ (20th) (2d week). 
Going along in splendid fashion, $13,- 
000, neat coin, for holdover, follow- 
ing a fine $18,800 last week. ‘Knight 
Without Armor’ (UA) next. 

State-Lake (Jones) (2,700; 25-35- 
45-55 )—‘Sweetheart of Navy’ (GN) 
and vaude. Another coin session in 
view as this house rides a steady 
money keel, around $14,000. plenty 
profit. Last week ‘Armored Car’ (U) 
leaped several grand above normal 
to $16,700, real strength. 

United Artists (B&K-UA) (1,700; 
35-55-65-75 )—‘Saratoga’ (MG). Fin- 
ishing uv after exceptional mazuma 


000 in its third week, following a 
nifty $19.000 last week. ‘Dead End’ 
(UA) next. 

Erlanger (1.400; 55-83-$1.10-$1.65) 
—Firefly’ (MG) (1st week). Jean- 
nette MacDonald-Allan Jones operet- 
ta opened on a two-a-day run here 
Sunday (8), and indications for good 
stay from strong femme _ support. 
Miss MacDonald has become a solid 
box office favorite in this town. Very 
dignified and restrained advance 
plugging on this one. 





Big $9,000, Louisville 


Louisville, Aug. 10. 

Cooling rains over the week-end 
made temperature more comfortable 
hereabouts, and first runs are pranc- 
ing along in the profit column, Com- 
betitive outdoor attractions don’t 
seem to be hurting much, and the 
present summer season has been one 
of the best in years. 

‘You Can't Have Everything’ at the 
Rialto will cov the shekels currently, 
with “Good Earth’ in a pop price 
showing at Loew's State following 
Closely. 

Estimates for This Week 

Brown (Fourth Ave.-Loew’s) (1,- 
500: 15-25-40)—‘Saratoga’ (MG) and 
Promise to Pay’ (Col), dual (3d wk). 
fas been a sure b.o. winner all 
along, and three downtown weeks 
is something unusual for this town. 

urrent stanza has indications of re- 
turning good $2,800, not much of a 
Slackening from last week’s good 
$3 400. 
Kentucky (Switow) (900; 15-25)— 
Prince and Pauner’ (FN) and ‘Last 
Train from Madrid’ (Par), dual, split 
With ‘Angel's Holiday’ (20th) and 
There Goes My Girl’ (RKO), dual. 
Pienty comfortable at $2.500. Last 
week ‘Shall We Dance’ (RKO) and 





|40)—‘Road Back’ (U) (2d wk). 


be 


tained for a full seven-day stanza, 
took good $2,400. 

Loew’s State (3,000; 15-25-40)— 
‘Good Earth’ (MG), Regular prices 
more to liking of local patrons than 
roadshow tariffs, and current show- 
ing should garner fine $7,700. Last 
week ‘Topper’ (MG) and ‘Men Not 
Gods’ (UA), dual, best in town at 
$7,000. 

Mary Anderson (Libson) (1,000: 
15-25-40 )—San Quentin’ (WB). 
Looks like good biz here at $2,900. 
Last week ‘Marry Girl’ (WB) and 
strong opposish, but managed to cor- 
ral fine $3,100. 

Ohio (Settos) (900; 15)—‘Stage 
Struck’ (WB) and ‘Pepper’ (20th), 
dual, split with ‘Reunion’ (20th) and 
‘Singing Kid’ (FN), dual. Slightly 
below average at $1,300. Last week 
‘Freshman Love’ (WB) and ‘Banjo’ 
(20th), dual, split with ‘Snowed Un- 


der’ (FN) and ‘15 Maiden Lane’ 
(20th), dual, weak $1,200. 

Rialto (Fourth Ave.) (3,000; 15-25- 
40)—‘Can’t Have Everything’ (20th). 


Host of cast names and nice boosts 
from cricks should hypo take to siz- 
able $9,000, with every indication of 
h.o. Last week ‘Exclusive’ (Par) 
and ‘Love Bungalow’ (U), dual, okay 
$5,500. 

Strand (Fourth Ave.) (1,500; 15-25- 
H.o. 
stanza unusual for this house, but 
returns in neighborhood of $3,400 in 
prospect, should justify the exten- 
sion. Last week tallied big $5,600. 


EARTH, ‘TOAST 
13GS EACH. 
CINCY 





Cincinnati, Aug. 10. 
Reopening of the RKO Shubert, 
which is racking up $13,000 on ‘Good 


Earth,’ even-Steven with ‘Toast of 
New York’ at the Palace for top 
money currently, is a downtown 


trade-tilter over last week. 

‘Exclusive’ at the Albee has a $9,- 
000 tag and Keith’s is labeled for 
$4,200 on ‘Another Dawn.’ 


Estimates for This Week 

Albee (RKO) (3,300; 35-42)—‘Ex- 
clusive’ (Par). Ordinary, $9,000. 
Last week ‘Topper’ (MG) at $14,000, 
okay. 

Capitol (RKO) (2,000; 35-42)— 
‘Saratoga’ (MG) (3d wk). Good, $5,- 
000. Set a new high here last week 


000. Drew record $26,000 in first 
week at Albee. 

Family (RKO) (1,000; 15-25)— 
‘Roaring Timber’ (Col) and ‘That 


Man's Here Again’ (WB), split. Nor- 
mal $2,100. Same last week on 
‘Frightened Men’ (Col) and ‘Night of 
Mystery’ (Par), split. 

Grand (RKO) (1,200; 25-40)— 
‘Topper’ (MG) (2d run). All right, 
$3,500. Last week ‘Hell Divers’ (MG) 
(revival), $3,000, very good. 

Keith’s (Libson) (1,500; 25-40)— 
‘Another Dawn’ (WB). So-so, $4,200. 
Last week ‘Marry the Girl’ (WB), 
$3,500, sad. 

Lyric (RKO) (1,400; 35-42)—‘Wee 
Willie Winkie’ (20th) (2d run). Fair, 
$4,200. Last week ‘Make Way for 
Tomorrow’ (Par), $3,000, poor. 


Palace (RKO) (2,600: 35-42)— 
‘Toast of New York’ (RKO), Dandy 
$13,000. Last week ‘Wee Willie 


Winkie’ (20th), $13,000, nice. 
Shubert (RKO) (2,150; 35-42)— 
‘Good Earth’ (MG). Swell $13,000. 


‘EVERYTHING’ $8,500 
LEADS DENVER B.0’S 


Denver, Aug. 10 

Most of the first runs are off here 

hot weather chasing people to the 

hills. Post baseball tournament and 
softball are contributing factors. 
Estimates for This Week 

Aladdin (Fox) (1,500; 25-40) — 

‘Road Back’ (U), following a week 





at the Denver. Okay at $3,500. Last 
week, ‘Wee Willie Winkie’ (20th) 
was very good at $4,000 and went 
to the Broadway for a third down- 
town week. 

Broadway (Fox) (1.500; 25-40) — 
‘Wee Willie Winkie’ (20th), fol- 
lowing a week each at the Denve 
and Aladdin. Probably wont get 
more than fair $2,500. Last week 





Let's Get Married’ (Col) dual, re- 


for a move-over pic by pulling $9,- [ 


‘Knight Without Armor’ (UA), same} 
figure, foTlowing two weeks at the 
Aladdin. 

Denham (Cockrili) (1,500; 25-35- 


40)—Artists and Models’ «Par?. Nice 


going at $5,000. Last week, ‘Exclu- 
sive’ (Par) was okay at $4,500. 

Denver (Fox) (2,500; 25-35-50)— 
‘Can't Have Everything’ (20th), and 
stage band. Doing okay at $8,500. 
Last week, ‘Road Back’ (U) turned 
in an average week of around $7,000. 

Orpheum (RKO) (2,600; 25-35-40) 
—Toast of New York’ (RKO) and 
‘You Can’t Beat Love’ (RKO). 
Nothing to brag about at $6,000. Last 
week, ‘Saratoga’ (MG) and ‘Married 
Before Breakfast’ (MG) on three- 
day holdover, and ‘Behind Head- 
lines’ (RKO) 
band, three days, kept the house 
packed, totaling big $15,000. 

Paramount (Fox) (2,000; 25-40) — 
‘Hoosier Schoolboy’ (Mono) and ‘She 
Had to Eat’ (20th) at $2,000, nothing 
to cheer about. Last week, ‘Sing and 
Be Happy’ (20th) and ‘Men in Exile’ 
|} (FN) were fair at $2,500. 





Buffalo Way Up: 
‘Can't’ Big $17,000, 


| 





Buffalo, Aug. 10 

August is seeing no let-up in the 
high grosses which have character- 
ized most of the summer here so far, 
and exhibitors agree that the present 
is the strongest summer seen 
since before 1930, 

This week again sees soaring fig- 
ures at the Buffalo and the Lakes, 
with other houses following along 
nicely, after an exceptionally strong 
stanza during the last period. 

Estimates for This Week 


Buffalo (Shea) (3,600; 30-40-50)— 
‘Can’t Have Everything’ (20th). 





approval of the film may send tak- 
ings to fine $17,000. Last week ‘Wee 
Willie Winkie’ (20th), built steadily 
and came in with very good $15,000. 

Century (Shea) (3,400; 25-35)— 
‘Elephant Boy’ (UA) and ‘There 
Goes My Girl’ (RKO). Has caught 
on strong and should go to excellent 
$7,500. Last week ‘Great Gambini’ 
(Par) and ‘She Had to Eat’ (20th), 
were nice at $5,300. 

Great Lakes (Shea) (3,400; 30-50) 
—‘Slave Ship’ (20th). Business con- 
tinuing to click here and this one 
will probably better $9,000. Last 
week ‘Saratoga’ (MGM) (2d run), 
did swell business at over $10,000. 

Hipp (Shea) (2,400; 25-40)— 
i‘Knight Without Armor’ (UA) and 
|‘Meet the Missus’ (RKO). Okay, 
probably $7,000. Last week ‘Be- 
tween Two Women’ (MG) and ‘Jones 
Family’ (20th), jumped to _ nice 
$7.500. 

Lafayette (Ind) (3.400; 25-35)— 
‘Love in Bungalow’ (U) and ‘Cali- 
fornia Straight Ahead’ (U). Looks 
like lowest svot in town currently 
and will be okay if reaches $5,000. 
Last week ‘Road Back’ (U), very 
nice business at $8,500. 


Indianapolis 1007, Okay; 
‘Charlie,’ Austin $9,600, 











Indianapolis, Aug. 10. 

August business is running true to 
form in this city, which means that 
it is the best of the summer months 
here. First runs usually begin to 
climb at this time of year and this 
week is following last week’s good 
example, with all houses continuing 
on the right side of the ledger. 


on dual with ‘Wild Money,’ is hitting 
a fast pace, while ‘You Can't Have 
Everything’ also is doing standout 
biz at the small Apollo. Vaudfilm 
Lyric, with Gene Austin’s personal 
appearance topping the stage bill, 
‘and ‘Dance, Charlie, Dance’ as the 
lpic, is up in the very good class. 
Loew’s makes it unanimous with a 
|substantial take on ‘Knight Without 
| Armor’ on a twin with ‘Married Be- 
fore Breakfast.’ 
Estimates for This Week 

| Apollo (Fourth Ave.) 1,100: 25- 
| 40) —Can’t Have Everything’ (20th) 
| Looks good for a second week, ac- 
cording to early pace, pointing to 
$6.200. Last week ‘Road Back’ (U) 
was over the hump at $4.750. 








' Cirele (Monarch) (2.800; 25-40)— 
|‘Artists and Models’ (Par) dualled 
|with ‘Wild Monev’ (Par). Clicking 


toward strong $8,500. Last week 
‘Topper’ (MG) on dual with ‘You 
Can’t Beat Love’ (RKO) was good at 
$7.000. 

Loew’s (Loew's) (2,400; 
‘Knight Without Armor’ 
j teamed with ‘Married Before Break- 
| fast’ (MG). Dietrich has been slip- 
'ping here, but Donat apparently is 
|helping: heading for $6.500, okay. 
|Last week ‘Saratoga’ (MG) on dual 
with ‘League of Frightened Men’ 

(Col) (2d wk) did verv big $6,890. 


25-40 )— 


Lyric (Olson) (2.000: 25-30-40)— | 
‘Dance, Charlie. Dance’ (WB) and 
.|vaude. Gene Austin headlined and 
seems to mean something at box 


| office. Starting pace indicates $9,600, | 


vlentvy okay. Last week ‘San Quen- 


tin’ (WB) and Noble Sissle band on | 


stage finished excellent $10,200. 


and Fred Waring’s | 


Slave Ship’ $9,000 


here | 


Snappy opening and general public | 


‘A & M, ‘Money’ $8,500 


| 
‘Artists and Models’ at the Circle, 


(UA) | 








Bway Cries $97,000 Worth for Stella’ 
And Laffs $58,000 for ‘A&M -Spitalny 
Combo; ‘Everything’ Gleeful Too, 376 





| 


| There's no cataloging a b. o. pacer, 

and Broadway is proving that. It’s 
| the universal appeal which counts. 
| Love, laughter and adventure rides 
'the crest that is making the Main 
' Stem b.o.’s tinkle. Weather is no ob- 
stacle when they’re good, and the 
heat is being licked by the variety 
of class films which the theatres are 
offering. 


‘Stella Dallas’ is creating summer 
history over again in a brand new 


way and proving that it pays to make 
them cry, because this Goldwyner 
| has the cartwheels rolling, men and 
j/women alike, for a joyful $97,000. 
| It’s the street’s top. 

‘Artists and Models,’ at the Para- 
mount, with Phil Spitalny’s femme 
musikers in the pit, are heading for 
a new summer record, a socko $58,000. 

The Ritz Bros., Alice Faye et al. 
have the Rivoli upside down with a 
sweet $37,000 for ‘You Can’t Have 
Everything.’ proving that the film 
has more than ordinary laugh stam- 
ina and holdover strength. 


Broadway debuts two special open- 
ings at $2. ‘Souls at Sea’ started off 
with a pretty good critical reception 
Monday (9) night, and there is con- 
siderable advance interest in tonight's 
(Wed.) opening of ‘Emile Zola.’ The 
new Muni film relights the Holly- 
wood for this occasion. 

Both ‘Zola’ and ‘Souls’ were given 
auspicious ad campaigns, and ‘Stella 
Dallas’ and ‘Artists and Models’ like- 
| wise teed off with generous space. 

The Capitol will shut down for re- 
modeling and repairs on Aug. 26. 
This may mean that ‘Captains Cour- 
ageous,’ now on its first pop run in 
this city, after a $2 engagement on 
Broadway at the Astor, may stay 
three weeks, because two weeks is 
assured, following a swell $36,000 
this week. However, ‘Topper’ 
may make the closing bow to the 
Main Stem for the Capitol, before it 
relights, some weeks later, in new 
dress, including a new marquee, new 
seats, ete. 


Estimates for This Week 
Astor (1,012; 55-$1.10-$1.65-$2.20 )— 
|‘High, Wide and Handsome’ (Par) 
(3d week). Paramount’s roadshower 
}a frail $7,500 last week. 

Capitol (4,620; 25-35-55-85-$1.25 )— 
‘Captains Courageous’ (MG). After 
;}a $2 run at the Astor, film returns 
|for general pop release on Broad- 
| way in midsummer to hang up a 
| nifty $36,000. Second week assured 
{on this kind of business and maybe 
| 3d, although ‘Topper’ (MG) may fol- 
|low, week before officially an- 
nounced summer closing of theatre, 
now Aug, 26, Last week ‘Saratoga’ 
(MG) finished its two-week run with 
a good enough $22,000. 

Central (1,000: 25-35-40)—Frame- 
Up’ (Col). Mild entry, and even 
after doubling up on its opening day 
with another feature, ‘Gold Racket’ 
(GN) only $5,000. But ‘Gold Racket’ 
(GN) teaming up on its final and 8th 
day with ‘Frame Up’ (Col) can brag 
about its $5,500, which is n.s.b. 
| Criterion (1,662; 25-40-55) 
|‘Blonde Trouble’ (Par). Just drop- 
in stuff at around $4,000. ‘Marry 
| the Girl’ (WB) didn’t do better than 
| this $4,000, week before. -House is 
|trying to do a Rialto without the 
| Rialto location and that kind of sen- 
| sationalism. 

Globe (1,274; 55-$1.10-$1.65-$2.20) 
—‘Souls at Sea’ (Par). Opened Mon- 
|day (9) to good press sendoff, and 
a well calculated home office adver- 
tising splurge. 

Hollywood (1,454; 55-85-$1.10- 
| $1.65-$2.20) — ‘Emile Zola’ (WB). 
| Warner Bros. going to town on this 
}new Paul Muni special with plenty 
of paid space in the dailies and a 
class opening tonight (Wed.). Ad- 
} vance sale ok. 
| Palace (1,700; 
| Bondage’ (20th) and ‘Ever Since 
| Eve’ (WB). Strangely enough, this 
| house is topping itself somewhat in 
| this midsummer period with $9,000. 
That's considerably over what this 
| double-feature, weekly run spot has 
been claiming to do for months. Not 
so bad, last week, either because $8.,- 
|} 200 is okay on ‘Singing Marine’ 
(WB) and ‘Born Reckless’ (RKO). 

Paramount (3,664; 25-35-55-85-99) 
— ‘Artists and Models’ (Par) and in 
j;pit Phil Spitalny orchestra. House 
'has one of those nifty double-power 
bills that’s kicking the daylights out 
of the blistering weather. Spitalny’s 
jmtisic is a substantial assistance to 

what may likely be a new summer 
record of $58.000 or better. Nearest 
to this was ‘Easy Living’ (Par) and 
Martha Rave on stage in middle of 
| July, the Raye girl dominating the 
how. She's in the current film also. 
Last week. 2nd week of ‘Exclusive’ 
(Par) with Mal Hallet orch and Hal 
Leroy, finished nicely at $28,000. 

Radio City Music Hall (5,980; 40- 
| (0-85-99-31.65 )\—‘Stella Dallas’ (UA) 
ind stage show. It’s the tearfulest 
wow to hit the Main Stem in some 





25-35-55 )—‘White 





time, blazing a new season's prosper- 
ity with a gorgeous $97,000. A cinch 
holdover. House in high spirits, do- 
ing $71,000 on the second week of 
‘Toast of New York’ (RKO). That’s 
good business and particularly after 


$32,000 on its first week. ‘Vogues’ 
(UA) follows in here 

Rialto (750; 25-40-55)—Between 
Two Women’ (MG). Fair, $6,400, 


Last week it was ‘It Can't Last For- 
ever’ (Col), which did $6,100, as ex- 
pected. House a consistent pacer, 
catering as it does to the Broadway 
dropins. 

Rivoli (2.092: 40-75-99).—‘You Can't 
Have Everything’ (20th) (2d wk). 
This is a hummer at $37,000, and 
good enough to reside on the Main 
Stem several weeks at this brisk 
pace. This is giving the house a 
happy start after several weeks of 


shutdown. ‘Dead End’ (UA) fol- 
lows. 
Roxy (5.836: 25-45-55-75)—‘Wee 


Willie Winkie’ (20th) (3d, final week) 
and stage show. Nearly $130,000 in 
three weeks is the record of this 
Shirley Temple It probably will 
finish around $28,000 after doing 
$40,500 on its second week. Splen- 
did cooperation between the film 
company and the theatre helped this 
film achieve this really great gross, 
during one of the greatest heatwaves 
fhe city has known. In 3 weeks there 
probably was around $21,000 spent in 
advertising space in newspapers with 
around $8,200 coming from the film 


company, proving it pays. 

Strand (2,767:  25-55-75)—‘Dodd 
Takes Air’ (WB). Opens today 
(Wed.). ‘San Quentin’ (WB) closed 


last night to pretty fair $15,000 after 
a slim $11,800 on ‘They Won't For- 
get’ (WB) on its 3d lap. 


State (3,450; 35-55-75)—Knight 
Witheut Armor’ (UA) and vaude 
headed by Jay C. Flipven and Fifi 
D’Orsay. At $20,000, which is good 
enough. Last week ‘Emperor’s Can- 
dlesticks’ (MG) with Gus Arnheim 


band on stage, ditto. 


TOPPER’ TOPS 
WASH, $22,000 


Washington, Aug. 10. 

Better pictures are bringing bet- 
ter grosses this week, but the sum- 
mer doldrums are still on. Hopes 
that rain would keep ’em in the city 
over the weekend had managers set 
to run extra shows, but the weather 
man missed his guess. 

Leader is “Topper’ and Gus Arn- 
heim’s orch at the Capitol, pic hav- 
ing had a build-up for nearly a month 
on the screen. Keith’s went to town 
with the second swank premiere in 
two weeks on “Toast of New York’ 
and a hefty campaign. 


Estimates for This Week 

Capitol (Loew) (3,424; 25-35-60)— 
‘Topper’ (MG) and vaude. Build-up 
on pic and word-of-mouth, plus Gus 
Arnheim Orch on stage should keep 
week up near $22,000, good. Last 
week, ‘Slave Ship’ (20th), fair $19,500. 
Earle (WB) (2,244; 25-35-40-60-70) 
‘San Quentin’ (WB) and vaude 
Mal Hallett Orch as opposition t 
Arnheim leaves the vaude draw can- 
celled and pic won't pull over ligh 
$14,000. Last week, ‘Exclusive’ (Par) 
same, 

Keith’s (RKO) (1,830; 25-35-50)— 
‘Toast of New York’ (RKO). Nice 
bally got pic big opening, but slip- 
ping; still nice, however, at $10,000 
Last week, ‘Road Back’ (U) (2d 
week) dropped to oke $5,000 for five 
days. 

Met (WB) (1,853; 
Since Eve’ (WB) (2d run). Should 
see oke $4,200. Last week, ‘King ol 
Gamblers’ (Par), same figure. 





25-40 )\—‘Ever 


Palace (Loew) (2,363; 25-35-60)— 
‘Good Earth’ (MG). First showing 
after three weeks’ roadshow last 


winter should near average $16,000. 
Last week, ‘Saratoga’ (MG), (2d 
run), big $12,000. 

Rialto (Indie) (1,100; 25-30-40)— 
‘Under Red Robe’ (20th). Critics 
enjoyed it and three-reel edition of 
‘Legong’ (DuWorld) is interesting 
the boys; may see good $3,500. Last 
week, ‘Dreaming Lips’ (UA) slid off 
after nice start but oke $2,500, 


Getting ‘Henry’ Ready 


Hollywood, Aug. 10. 
Monogram has started filming ‘A 
Bride for Henry’ with Warren Hull 
and Anna Nagel playing the leads 
and Henry Mollison and Claudia 
Dell in featured roles. 
Dorothy Reid is producing and 





William Nigh directs. 
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Wises Frisky; Everything, ‘Moto 
Bis $23,000, Toast’ Terrif $22,000 


+ Last 


San Francisco. Aug. 10. 

‘You Can’t Have Everything’ and 
*Toast of New York’ are piling up} 
tremendous grosses at the Fox and 
Golden Gate theatres, respectively. 
Opening of ‘Toast of New York’ was 
surprisingly big, doing better than 
the Fred Astaire and Ginger Rogers 
pictures, which have been top draws 
in this house. | 

Navy has things pretty well in 
hand in Frisco this week, what with 
the fleet in for several weeks in con- 


' 
' 
} 
' 
| 
} 


nection with the 162d Harbor Day 
celebration. 
Estimates fer This Week 
Fox (‘(F-WC) (5,000: 35-55-75)— 
*‘Can’t Have Everything’ (20th) and 
“Think Fast Mr. Moto’ (20th). Mu- 


sicals seem to be what the doc or- 
dered. Critics liked the new Zanuck 
musical and San Franciseo locale of 
‘Mr. Moto’ is attracting some extra 
biz. Will do big $23,000. Last week 
‘Wee Willie’ (20th) and ‘Wild Money’ 
(Par) did socko $24,000. 

Golden Gate (RKO) (2.850: 35-55- 
75)—'Toasit of New York’ (RKO) and | 
vaud. Not often that the Gate gets | 
real marguce names; anticipate ter- | 
rific $22.000, which calls for a hold- 
over. Last week ‘You Can't Beat 
Love’ (RKO) and vaud ended with 
sirong $17,500. j 

Orpheum (F&M) (2,440; 35-55-75) | 
—Girl Said No’ (GN) and ‘Outlaws 
of Orient’ (Col). Ads stressed ex- 
cerpts from Gilbert and Sullivan in 
‘Girl’; attracied a few old-timers, 
but not enough for more than $6,500. | 
Last week (3rd) ‘Road Back’ (U) and 
‘Small Town Boy’ aid fine $6,000. | 





Paramount (F-WC) (2,740; 35-55- | 
75 )—'Saratoga’ (MG) and ‘Big Busi- | 
ness’ (20th) (3rd wk). Expected 


crade to fall off after the curious 
had been around, but biz holding up; 


swell $10,000. Last week (2nd) did 
corking $15,000. 
St. Francis (F-WC) (1,470; 35-55- 


75)—‘Wee Willie’ (20th) and ‘Wild | 
Money’ (Par) (2nd wk). Opened to | 
the biggest day this theatre has had | 
in a long time; looks geared for | 
$8,500, which is plenty after its take 
of $24,000 at the Fox. Last week 
“Captains Courageous’ (MGM) and 
“Crime Nobody Saw’ (Par) (3rd wk) 
closed at $7,500, remarkably good. 


United Artists (Cohen) (1,200; 35- | 


55-75)—“Make Way for Tomorrow’ 
(Par) and Walt Disney Academy | 
Revue (UA) (2nd wk). Competish 


far too keen for this combo to make 
any headway; don’t expect to get up 
to $5,000, which is bad. Last week 
was poor at $6,500. 

Warfield (F-WC) (2,680; 35-55-75) 
— ‘Good Earth’ (MG). Picture is 
getting heavy ballyhoo in Frisco’s 
big Chinatown section. Considering 
roadshow engagement at the St. 
Francis, across the street, pie is 
coming along fine; looks headed for 
sweet $16,500. Last week ‘Topper’ 
(MGM) and ‘Midnight Madonna’ 
(Par) did so-so $12,000. 


Heat Goals Prov., But 
‘Knight’ and ‘Night’ 746 


Providence, Aug. 10. 

Torrid heat is playing havoc at 
the box office. Theatres report biz 
lowest since siart of the season. Un- 
Jess there’s a break later in week, 
everything will be way off. 

Bills are nothing to brag about. 
“Wee Willie Winkie’ on holdover at 
Fay’s is plenty slow. Loew's will 
lead with a twin bill topped by 
“Knight Without Armor,’ but on a 
comparative basis the takings are 
just as bad as at the opposish 
houses. 


Estimates for This Week 








Fay’s (2,000; 25-35-50) — ‘Wee | 
Willie’ (20th) and vaude. Under | 
different circumstances picture 


would be way up. Heat, however, 
knocked the daylights out of it over 
the week-end. No more than $4,500 
in prospect. Last week ‘Talent Scout’ 
(FN) was just so-so at $5.200. 

Loew’s State (3,200; 25-35-50)— 
“Knight Without Armor’ (UA) and 
“London by Night’ (MG). Poorest 
opening house has had in months; 
unless there’s a change for the bet- 
ter, gross will be around $7,500, off. 
Last week ‘Saratoga’ (MG) and 
‘Marriage Before Breakfast’ (MG), 
at $9,800 for second week not bad at 
all. 

ifajestie (Fay) (2,200; 25-35-50)— 
“Cont Have Everything’ (20th) and 
“Mr. Moto’ (20th). Opened fair, but 
ou come depends on heat. Just now 


it 19oks like merely $6,500. Last 
wc’ ‘Wee Willie’ (20th) and ‘Pub- 
lit Wedding’ (WB) was great at 
og. We. 

‘ rand (Indie) (2,200; 25-35-50)— 
} dnight Madonna’ (Par) and 
Rsilers’ Valley’ (Par). Maybe 
$°.990 on four day run, n.s.g. Last 


w ck ‘Rhythm in Clouds’ (Rep) and 
‘yt Could Happen to You’ (Rep) 
w>s around same on split week, too. 
House goes back to weekly base 
noxt week after a month of splits to 


‘WOMEN’ PLUS 


. 


‘and will put this house over for 
'better than average $6,000. Last 
| week ‘New Faces’ (RKO) and ‘Mid- 
|night Madonna’ (Par) hit about 
average at $5,300. 

Paramount (Hamrick - Evergreen) 
(3,000; 30-55)—‘Toast of New York’ 
(RKO) and ‘Meet the Missus’ (RKO). 
Strong enough combo for good $6,500. 
week, ‘Exclusive’ (Par) a 
‘Sing and Be Happy’ (20th) just 
average $4,900. 

United Artists (Parker) (1,006; 30- 
55)—Saratoga’ (MG) and ‘Men in 
Exile’ (FN) (3d wk). Piling up a 
great $5,000 and likely to hold 
‘longer. Second week was $6,400, 


SYSTEM ON THE SHELF 


Conciliation system, deemed one! this town. 
of the most vital points in the Mo- 
tion Picture Theatre Owners Associ- 


ation’s proposed industry reform | é 9 
program, is definitely on the shelf} 
until sometime in September. With b 
the new product selling season On in 
BIG $17,000, K. a 


full swing and branch chiefs and 





MPTOA’S CONCILIATION 











salesmen occupied currently with 
setting 1937-38 pictures, there is no 
chance even for trying out the con- 
ciliation plaa in one or two spots. 
However, because it is regarded | Kansas City, Aug. 10. 
by industry leaders as one of the| -Fred Waring is back in town at 
most important alignments for set- the Mainstreet, with ‘Can't Beat 
tling disputes between exhibitor and| Love’ on the screen, and looks 
distributor, indications are that aj} plenty forte, perhaps as much as 
preliminary fling will be given in | $17,000. ; : 
one or two key cities as soon as| ‘Can't Have Everything’ is putting 
MPTOA officials return to N. Y. Ed | the Tower plenty up in the profit 
Kuykendall, president, is still at his bracket, 2 Rest of the town is limp. 
home in Mississippi and probably Estimates for This Week 
will not be in New York until after Downtown (Fox) (800; 25)—Last 
Sept. 1. week ‘High School Girl’ (WB), Sex- 
sold, and topping a dual bill with 
‘West Bound Limited’ (U), faded to 


| 





grind now. 
Mainstreet (RKO) (3,200; 35-55)— 
‘Can't Beat Love’ (RKO) and Fred 


Waring combo on stage. Will get 
| eight days and looks fine at $17,000. 
| Waring set a house record during | 


his stay last March. Last week ‘An- 
| other Dawn’ (WB), five days, $5,000, 


off. 
Midland ‘(Loew ) 
y ‘Between Two Women’ 


(4,000; 25-40)— 

(MG) and 

‘Girl Said No’ (GN). Unhealthy at 

$8,500. Last week ‘Saratoga’ (MG) 

rounded out a holdover week with 
good $10,500. 

Newman (‘Par) (1,900: 25-40)— 
‘San Quentin’ (WB) and ‘Marry the 
Girl (WB). Weak at $4,000. 

Tower (Fox) (2,200; 25-40)—‘Can't 
| Have Everything’ (20th) and vaude. 
| Looks plenty nice at $11,000. Last 





Pittsburgh, Aug. 10. 
‘Between Two Women’ and the 
Jimmy Dorsey orch are headed for 
a sock $20,000 gross at the Stanley, 
wnich will easily lead the town. 
‘Road Back’ is still doing hoicha biz 

at the Fulton in its second week. 
‘Good Earth,’ in its first stand here 


since road showing, was the smash | Week ‘Winkie’ (20tk) and vaude 
last week, bringing $19,600 into the | Went to fine $11,000. 
Penn, and is slated for second good! Uptown (Fox) (2,020; 25-40)— 


‘Winkie’ (20th). Was good $4,500 last 
week and, on the holdover, augurs 
fair $3,000. 


Par Strike 


(Continued from page 2) 


drive on the turnstiles at Warner. 
Estimates for This Week_ 

Alvin (Harris) (2,000; 25-35-40)— 
‘Hell Divers’ (MG) and ‘Big Busi- 
ness’ (20th). Not likely to break 
above $4,000. Last week ‘Wee Willie 
Winkie’ (20th) (2d wk) well enough 
at $5,000, 

Fulten (Shea-Hyde) (1,750: 25-40) 
—Road Back’ (U). Grabbed off | ; , 
$9,000, beating the first week of ‘My and N.Y. at advanced scale of prices 
Man Godfrey,’ which did a seven and in a reserved seat house. The 


week stand here last year. Running | exhibitor holding a contract can get 
close to $6,000 this week. e & 


sor lm, Loew's-U-A) (3.300; 25-35- | compel the exhib to play them. 
)—* s 4 :4 . 
Fair Enough, although no world.| Most trade leaders felt that Para- 
beater at $11,000. Last week ‘Good mount was justified in holding back 
Earth’ (MG) a socko at $19,600. /on such costly product as ‘Souls at 
Stanley (WB) (3,600; 25-40-60)— | Sea’ and ‘High, Wide and Handsome,’ 
enn 7 ee bet serv - hee with cost budgets of $1,000,000 to 
immy rsey orchestra. Com oO ett 
Franchot Tone and radio band is $1,800,000 = each. If exhibitors had 
drawing young ‘uns for swell $20.000. = eeorapeeny Many Se ae 
Last week ‘Turn Off Moon’ (Par) | extremely tow film rentals, Par prop- 
and Three Stooges and Will Osborne ably would have taken a terrific loss 
on Ban er aT ie Bog Far ro: on the films. Present discussion cen- 
hgh iD 000; 49-39-99 — | ters on these two films plus ‘Artists 
Good Earth’ (MG). Pearl Buck opus and Models’ and ‘Angel.’ 
One theatre man expressed his be- 














moved over a few blocks after a 
bang-up week at the Penn and looks 





like $7,000. excellent. Last week | lief that the trouble with the current 
‘Saratoga’ (MG) brought in a bang- | Par boycott is that the rank and file 
up $8,000. exhibitor is not convinced that it is 





justified: that they are not sure the 
company did something flagrantly 
wrong; and that others are inclined 


‘ROAD BACK’ $8,000, to question the leadership in the 
SMASH IN PORTLAND | <vrrent campaign. He contended 


that exhibitors might ask why the 

war chest is essential. Why it should 

cost them money and why not just 
| withhold playdates? 

Ohio, where the present boycott 
move is credited with getting under 
way, is now going ahead and buying 
' films, according to report in N. Y. 


Portland, Ore., Aug. 10. 

‘The Road Back’ at Parker's 
Broadway is getting sensational re- 
sults on a big exploitation campaign. 
Like ‘Saratoga’ at the UA, it’s in 
line for long run biz. ‘Saratoga, 
now in its third week, is still mop- 
ping up. | 

‘Roaring Timber’ at the Parker- 
Evergreen Mayfair has a Northwest 
production angle that rates extra 
biz in this sector. Another winner 
is “Toast of New York’ at the Par- 


Steffes Vameoses 
Minneapolis, Aug. 10. 
Paramount here obtained an order 
from Federal District Judge G. H. 
Nordby last Thursday (5) restrain- 


amount. ing Northwest Allied and individual 
Estimates for This Week iniidiotin i ‘ 
Broadway (Parker) (2,000: 30-55) exhibitors from picketing its ex- 


—Road Back’ (U) and ‘Good as change and theatres playing its prod- 
Married’ (U). Answering to big ex- | UCt or interfering otherwise with its 
ploitation, clicking off a smashing | business, but the picketing of the 


first week at $8,000 and holding. {exchanging is continuing this week | 


Last week ‘Ever Since Eve’ tFN) 
and ‘Case of Stuttering Bishop’ (FN) 
were well over par at good $5.600. 
Mayfair (‘(Parker-Evergreen) (1.- 
aa ty a gy g Agar axo, | Shearer, Paramount's counsel, wished 
getting extra slice of biz due to | to serve the order on him. Steffes 
per gene d pic; eo $3,000. fair. | apparently got wind of the suit and 
ast week ‘Slave Ship’ (20th) and | decamped. 
‘There Goes My Girl’ (RKO) closed] At his office it's stated he’s out of 
Ray third week at $2,500. First |tgwn and will be gone a week or 
wo weeks mopped up $9.000. le , : ‘ "yi 
Orpheum (Hamrick - Evergreen) | onger, but they refuse to divulge 
Hearing on the 


because the company has not been 
able to find the defendants. Presi- 
dent W. A. Steffes of Northwest Al- 








get rid of sluff product. 


(2,000; 30-55)—‘Artists and Models’ | where he went. 
(Par). Getting results on good bally | order is set for Aug. 12. If Steffes 


so-so $3,500. House back to 2d run 


lied employed the pickets and David | 





can’t be located, Shearer says the 
order will be served on one of the 
organization’s other officers or one 
of the individual exhibitors named in 
the action, and that if the picketing 
doesn’t cease ‘somebody will go to 
jail.” He accuses Steffes of ‘duck- 
ing’ after having announced that a 
court test of the Northwest Allied’s 
activities in connection with the 





| would be welcomed. 


| The suit is a replica of the one 
| brought in Philadelphia. It alleges a 
| Conspiracy in restraint of trade and 
|other possible anti-trust violations 
by Northwest Allied and the indi- 
vidual exhibitor participants. It also 
charges exhibitors desiring to buy 
and play Paramount's products have 
been intimidated from doing so and 
that other theatre owners have been 
coerced into breaching their con- 
tracts. 

The activities constitute a buyers’ 
|sitdown strike that will interfere 
| with interstate trade and commerce 
| in motion pictures by preventing the 
| company from delivering its pictures 
iim accordance with its contracts, 
causing it the loss of large sums of 
| money. 


| 








‘Can't Have’ 66, 


Baltimore, Aug. 10. 

Best biz this week is concentrated 
on Lexington St., with day-time trade 
from shoppers helping to round out 
healthy grosses for ‘Easy Living’ 
(Par) at Keith’s and ‘Can’t Have 
Everything’ (20th) at the New. Of 
larger capacity, Keith’s is grossing 
a very robust $9,500 for ‘Living,’ as 
the New piles up a hey-hey profit 
with $6,000. Both films are slated 
|for holdover. 
Not much action in other houses, 

Estimates fer This Week 

Century ‘Loew-UA) (3,000; 15-25- 
| 35-40-55)—Night Must Fall’ (MG). 
Very mild; not more than $6,000. 
Last week, second of ‘Saratoga’ 
(MG), satisfactory $9,000 after smash 
first week of $16,000. 

Hippedreme (Rappaport) 
15-25-35-40-55-66 )—Big Shot’ (RKO> 
plus N.T.G. Regue on stage. Getting 
fairly steady play to $10,500. Iast 
week ‘Toast of New York’ and 
vaude, okay $12,300. 

Keith’s (Schanberger ) 
25-30-35-40-55 )—Easy Living’ (Par). 
Setting town’s pace to gratifying $9.- 
500. Last week, second of ‘Road 
Back’ (U), just fair $3,500, after first 
session to $6,000. 


New (Mechanic) (1,400; 15-25-30- 
40-55) — ‘Can’t Have Everything’ 
(20th). Ringing up healthy profit 


with hey-hey $6,000. Definitely hold- 
ing over. Last week “Think Fast, Mr. 
Moto’ (20th) was pulled after four 
days to no more than $1,500. 
Stanley (WB) (3,450: 15-25-35-40- 


55)—‘Ever Since Eve’ (WB). Fall- 
ing down badly in spite of extra 
heavy exploitation, with $4,700 in 


sight. Last week ‘Singing Marine’ 
(WB) unexciting at $6,200. 





MADY CORRELL’S ‘KISSIN’ 


Hollywood, Aug. 10. 
Mady Correll has been handed 
the femme lead in Major's ‘Stop, 
, Look and Kissin,’ musical comedy 
| originated by John Hyland. 
| Mary McCall, Jr., has been set at 
the same studio to script ‘Free 
| Woman, Leonard Q. Ross original. 
| 








6 Yiddish Pix 

Series of six Yiddish film oper- 
ettas is planned by Eron Pictures 
| Corp., formed recently by Arthur 
| Block and Samuel M. Segal. Sidney 
|M. Goldin will direct. Firsi, from 
an original story by Louis Freiman, 
| with a score by Alexander Olshan- 
| etzky, will 
| Son,’ and is 


skedded to roll 
week at a New York studio. 
Plan to distribute internationally. 


next 


WB's Newspaper Tale 
Rochester, Aug. 10. 

First novel by Henry W. Clune, 
Rochester Democrat & Chronicle 
columnist, has been bought by War- 
ners for a picture. Book is titled 
‘The Good Die Poor’ and is skeded 
for publication Sept. 8 by Longmans, 
Green, and in England by Metheun. 
| Ltd. 





play-date strike against Paramount 


Easy Living’ 9!46, 
Both Big in Balto! 


(2,200; - 


(2,500; 15- | 


be called ‘The Cantor's | 


Feng $10, Gn The 
Good $76,000 in Two Houses, Boston 





Boston, Aug. 16, 
| Leaders of the week are 


| Have Everything,’ with stage pres 
|at the Met; and ‘Gave Him a Gun’ 


| and “Thunder in the City.’ du; Ps 
| the Orph and State. ° “@lled at 


t 

| Par and Fenway are hot this wee, 

| with “Wee Willie Winkie’ and ‘Dance’ 

| Charlie’ on double. : 

| ‘Firefly’ opened a roadshow date 

at $1.65 top at the Colonial. ; 
Estimates for This Week 

Besten (RKO) (3,000; 25-40-55) 
‘Reported Missing’ (U) and ‘Armored 
| Car’ (U), dual. N.s.h. at $5,000. Last 
| week, ‘Big Shot’ (RKO) and ‘What 
| Price Vengeance’ (Sel), double, fiz. 
| zled, $4,200. 

Fenway (M&P) (1,400; 25-35-40-59) 
—Wee Willie Winkie’ (20th) (24 
run) and ‘Dance, Charlie’ (WB) Ist 
run), dual. Opened to excellent biz 
and points to dandy $6,500, best in 
weeks. Last week, ‘Singing Marine’ 
(WB) (2d run) and ‘Big Business’ 
| (20th) (ist run), dual, medium $5,000, 

Keith Memerial (RKO) (2,900: 25- 
40-55)—‘Toast of N. Y.’ (RKO) and 
‘Love in a_ Bungalow’ (U), double. 


(2d wk). Running at okay $106,500 
|pace. First week very pleasing 
| $18,700. 

Metropolitam (M&P) (4.300: 35. 
, 55-75)—Can’t Have Everything’ 
} <20th) and stage show. Looks 
| healthy, around $24,000. Last week, 
| ‘Exclusive’ (Par) and stage show, 


drooped to disappointing $15,000 on 
6 days. 

| Orpheum (Loew) (2,900; 25-35-49- 
| 50)—Gave Him a Gun’ (MG) and 
| ‘Thunder in City’ (Col), dual. Opened 
with a bang, getting heavy evening 
| trade: slightly off for matinees, but 
| will hit about $14,500, good. Last 
week ‘Saratoga’ (MG) and ‘Married 
Before Breakfast’ (MG), double, 
holdover, better than expected, at 
| $15,000. 

| Paramount (M&P) (1,800; 25-35. 
55)—Wee Willie Winkie’ (20th) 2d 
run) and ‘Dance, Charlie’ (WB) (Ist 
| run), double. Making important tally, 
| $9,000 or better. Last week ‘Singing 


50 )—Singing Marine’ (WB) (3d run) 
and “Ever Since Eve’ (WB) (2d run), 
dual. Okay $6,000. Last week ‘White 
Bondage’ (WB) (1st run) and ‘Easy 
| Living’ (Par) (2d run), dual, satis- 
factory $5,500. 


| Marine’ (WB) (2d run) and ‘Big 
} Business’ (20th) (ist run), double, 
| very good $7,500. 

Scollay (M&P) (2,700: 25-35-40- 
! 


| State (Loew) (3.300; 25-35-40-50) 
—Gave Him a Gun’ (MG) and 
‘Thunder in City’ (Col), double. 


Good $11,500. Last week holdover 
for ‘Saratoga’ (MG) and ‘Married 
Before Breakfast’ (MG), dual, far- 
| nered okay $9,000. 


Talent Hunt 


(Continued from page 5) 














carnivals in Memphis to winter 


| sports in St. Paul. 
N. ¥. Still Beoneing 


Campaign for new faces in sume 
mer stocks, most of which are lo- 
cated along the Atlantic seaboard, 
| is being continued unabated by 
;many of the major film companies 
/ operating their scouts out of the 
N. Y. eastern talent divisions. Bulk 
of larger companies won't reveal 
their finds for another week or two, 
but at least one talent executive !§ 
optimistic. 

New method, which probably will 
_be tried by one company, is that of 
/ assisting potential screen thespians 
in roles on Broadway for further 
| Seasoning before being tesied or at- 
| cepted for Hollywood. Thus far it 
is not revealed whether this will 
' consist in partially underwriting the 
| legit show involved or helping with 
the casting of several productions. 
| Another company will push pres- 
_pective new faces through its talent 
| school. 
| One talent scout returned to N. Y. 
‘this week with six name possibilities 
‘in sight out of six shows caught 
| This official also located possible 
director and producer material. | 

The Southern California boys, 
‘fact, plug a $10,000 open golf tourna- 
‘ment, a harbor day whoop-a-doopP, 
‘a winter sports carnival at Lake AT 
| rowhead, national air and aquaplane 
‘races and a distinguished service 
‘award, this year’s medal having gene 
to Walt Disney. 

Nelson submits all ) 
that the Chamber’s primary bus!) al 
may be peddling dirt in commerele 
acres, but their chief hobby is in s€€ 
ing that the stage, screen and radio 
are kept happy and prosperous. 

Meiro is interested in Kenneth 
Treseder, Jegit actor, who Ww* 


this as proof 
ess 





caught by a scout at the Cape Play 
/house, Dennis, while playin# '" 
[night at 8:30." 
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rim Tragedy? Stark Realism? 


Shakespeare? Mother Love? 


utobiography? Soil Conservation? 
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“WAIKIKI WEDDING” 
—160% of average business for all runs. 




















“I MET HIM IN PARIS” 
| —130% of average business in 36 key runs. 





=| “MOUNTAIN MUSIC” 


—150% of average business in 28 key runs. 














“KASY LIVING” 
—165% in New York—140% in 17 key runs. 
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PARAMOUNT 


Look at this 1936-37 record. Every one of 


these pictures an outstanding box office success! 


“RHYTHM ON THE RANGE” 
Laughter, Music, Gay Love, Action 


“TEXAS RANGERS” 


Action 


“GENERAL DIED AT DAWN” 
Action 


“THE BIG BROADCAST OF 1937” 
Laughter, Music, Gay Love, Action 


“SWING HIGH, SWING LOW” 
Laughter, Music, Gay Love 


“I MET HIM IN PARIS” 
Laughter, Gay Love, Action 


“EASY LIVING” 
Laughter, Gay Love, Action 





“GO WEST, YOUNG MAN” 
Laughter, Music 


“COLLEGE HOLIDAY” 
Laughter, Music, Gay Love 


“THE PLAINSMAN” 
Action, Gay Love 


“CHAMPAGNE WALTZ” 
Laughter, Music, Gay Love 


“WAIKIKI WEDDING” 
Laughter, Music, Gay Love 


“MOUNTAIN MUSIC” 
Laughter, Music 


“EXCLUSIVE” 
Action, Gay Love 
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Th at’s why 
we predict 


PARAMOUNT'S 
1937-38 PROGRAM 









successful in its history! 
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Look at this line-up (Just to mention a few of the pictures) 


“ARTISTS and MODELS” 


Starring 


JACK BENNY with Ida Lupino, 
Richard Arlen, Gail Patrick, Ben 
Blue, Judy Canova, The Yacht 
Club Boys, Louis Armstrong and 
Specialties by MARTHA RAYE, 
Andre Kostelanetz and His 
Orchestra, Russell Patterson’s 
“Personettes,” Judy, Anne and 
Zeke, Connie Boswell. Screen play 
by Walter DeLeon and Francis 
Martin. Directed by Raoul Walsh. 


se 





“SOULS AT SEA” 


starring 


GARY COOPER and GEORGE 
RAFT with Frances Dee, Henry 
Wilcoxon, Harry Carey, Olympe 
Bradna, Robert Cummings, Porter 
Hall, Virginia Weidler, Joseph 
Schildkraut. Screen play by 
Grover Jones and Dale Van Every. 
Based on the story by Ted Lesser. 
Directed by Henry Hathaway. 


——=. 
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“DOUBLE or NOTHING” 





starring 


BING CROSBY, MARTHA 
RAYE with Andy Devine, Mary 

Carlisle, Willtam Frawley, Fay 

Holden, Samuel S, Hinds, William 

Henry, Benny Baker. Screen play 

by Charles Lederer, Erwin Gelsey, 

JohnC.Moffitt and Duke Atteberry. 

Directed by Theodore Reed. 


TER. .. 
PU GH wi “a Bx LON cTo™ 


“ANGEL” 





starring MARLENE DIETRICH 
with Herbert Marshall, Melvyn 


m™ “EBB TIDE” 





‘Starring 


OSCAR HOMOLKA, FRANCES 
FARMER, RAY MILLAND with 
Lloyd Nolan, Barry Fitzgerald. 
Photographed in Technicolor. 
Screen play by Bertram Millhauser. 
Based on a story by Robert Louis 
Stevenson and Lloyd Osbourne. 
A Lucien Hubbard Production. 
Directed by James Hogan. . 


Douglas, Edward Everett Horton, “THIS WAY PLEASE" 


Laura Hope Crews, Ernest Cossart, 
Herbert Mundin. Screen play by 
Samson Raphaelson. From the play 
by Melchior Lengyel. English play 
adaptation by Guy Bolton and 
Russell Medcraft. Produced and 
Directed by ERNST LUBITSCH. 


4 
LAUGHTER ‘GAY LOVE’ 


“THE BARRIER" 





with James Ellison, Leo Carrillo, 
Jean Parker, Robert Barrat, Otto 
Kruger, Sarah Haden. Screen play 
by Bernard Schubert. Based on the 
story by Rex Beach. A Harry 
Sherman Production. Directed by 
Les Selander. 


A 
ACTION” 





with Charles “Buddy” Rogers, Betty 
Grable, Ned Sparks, Fibber McGee 
& Molly, Porter Hall, Lee Bowman, 
Romo Vincent, Cecil Cunningham 
and MARY LIVINGSTONE. 
Screen play by Grant Garrett, 
Seena Owen and Howard J. Green. 
Based on a story by Maxwell Shane 
and Bill Thomas. Directed by 
Robert Florey. 
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Jerome Kern and Oscar Hammerstein's 


“HIGH, WIDE AND HANDSOME” 


starring IRENE DUNNE with 
RANDOLPH SCOTT, Dorothy 
Lamour, Akim Tamiroff, Raymond 
Walburn, Ben Blue, Charles 
Bickford, Elizabeth Patterson, 
William Frawley. Music by Jerome 
Kern. Original story, screen play 
and lyrics by Oscar Hammerstein II. 


A Rouben Mamoulian Production. 
Directed by Rouben Mamoulian. 








SS 





“BLOSSOMS on BROADWAY” 


starring 

EDWARD ARNOLD with Shirley 
Ross, John Trent, Weber & Fields, 
Rufe Davis, George Bancroft, Radio 
Rogues. A B. P. Schulberg Produc- 
tion. Directed by Richard Wallace. 


“SUMMER ROMANCE" 


with The Yacht Club Boys, Ben 
Blue, Judy Canova, Betty Grable, 
_ Leif Erikson, Eleanore Whitney, 
Johnny Downs. Screen play by 
Grant Garrett, Seena Owen, 
Maxwell Shane and Bobby Vernon. 
Directed by George Archainbaud. 


“THE YELLOW NIGHTINGALE” 





starring GLADYS SWARTHOUT 
and JOHN BOLES. 


WU sic GAY Love’ 








a 
wusic® cay LOVE” crio®” 


BF gs vow 
VAUGHT WusIG pr LON cTio® 


8 
LAU GHTEF Lusic* GhY Love’ 


“WELLS FARGO" 


A FRANK LLOYD Production 
with BOB BURNS, JOEL 
McCREA, FRANCES DEE, 


LLOYD NOLAN. Directed by 
Frank Lloyd. 


ACTION* 





AN UNTITLED PRODUCTION 


starring BEATRICE LILLIE 
and BING CROSBY. Produced 
by Emanuel Cohen. 


\ 
LAUGHTER sic ny LOVE 


“TRUE CONFESSION” 





starring CAROLE LOMBARD 
and FRED MacMURRAY. Based 
on a French play by Louis Verneuil 
and Georges Barr. Directed by 
Wesley Ruggles. 


UAUGHTER' - ay LOVE’ 


“THE BIG BROADCAST 


OF 1938" 


starring W. C. FIELDS with 
GEORGE BURNS and GRACIE 
ALLEN, MARTHA RAYE, 
BOB HOPE, Shirley Ross, Ben 
Blue, Leif Erikson. Specialties by 
Kirsten Flagstad, Shep Fields 
& Orchestra, Tito Guizar, Rufe 
Davis. Directed by Mitchell Leisen. 





v ‘ ‘ ., 
pu GHTF ys eX Love ono 


“SAPPHIRE SAL” 


starring MAE WEST 
Directed by A. Edward Sutherland. 
An Emanuel Cohen Production. 
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“THE BUCCANEER") 





a CECIL B. DeMILLE Production 


with Dorothy Lamour, Ray 
starring FREDRIC MARCH with 


Milland, Lynne Overman, Robert 


FRANCISKA GAAL, Akim Cummings. Director to be assigned. q 
Tamiroff, Ian Keith, Anthony ve? , . Le 
Quinn, Charles Bickford. Directed LAUGHTER sic y Love or : : 
by Cecil B. DeMille. GP py : 


£* P 


starring HAROLD LLOYD. 
) ‘, 
AUGHTE® acTio® 


“BLUEBEARD’S EIGHTH WIFE” 


Starring 

CLAUDETTE COLBERT and 
GARY COOPER. An ERNST 
LUBITSCH Production. 


“PARIS HONEYMOON’ 


with BING CROSBY, Franciska 
Gaal, Akim Tamiroff, Ben Blue, 
Edward Everett Horton. Impor- 
tant director will be assigned. 


. \ ‘, 
LRIGHTE! pysi Ey LOE om 


“YOU AND ME” 


4 
cpu GHTEF’ ay LOVE: 


“COLLEGE SWING” 


with MARTHA RAYE, JACK 
OAKIE, GEORGE BURNS and 
GRACIE ALLEN, CHARLES 
BUTTERWORTH, VICTOR 
MOORE, BEN BLUE, Betty 











Grable, Johnny Downs, Eleanore 


Whitney, Marsha Hunt, Slate 
Brothers, John Howard, Rufe 


co-starring SYLVIA SIDNEY and 
GEORGE RAFT. Directed by 
Fritz (“Fury”) Lang. Music score 


Davis, Benny Baker, Olympe 
Bradna, Robert Cummings. 
Directed by Raoul Walsh. 


, \ 
Upu GHTEF’ nysi@ — ay LOV™ 


by Kurt Weil, famous composer. 
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starring W. C. FIELDS with a 


hand-picked supporting cast under 
an expert director. 


‘ \ e ‘. 
pv GHTEY soe Los ci 








“SPAWN OF THE NORTH" 





with Randolph Scott, Gail Patrick, 


Charles Bickford, Beulah Bondi. 
Directed by Henry Hathaway. 


action’ 








and such pictures as these... 


The “HOPALONG 


jG i\-oe 10) 6 Bele The 
DRUMMOND’S” “SOPHIE LANG’S” 


The 
CASSIDY’S” 


Harry Sherman Productions 


“FU MANCHU’S” 
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DRAW FLIES! 











Fess 





“<eR! MUSIC! 





STARS? NAMES? Swell... 


but put them in outmoded vehicles, dated stories, 
problem pictures and THEY WON’T DRAW 
FLIES! THEY DON’T MEAN A THING IF 

THEY AIN’T GOT THAT SWING... 


che SWING thay Paramount gO 





The SWING that puts gay young people like 
Claudette Colbert and Jean Arthur into pic- 
tures like “I MET HIM IN PARIS” and 
“EASY LIVING,” Carole Lombard in“ TRUE 
CONFESSION.” The swing that brings 
out pictures such as‘“*‘WAIKIKI WEDDING,” 
“MOUNTAIN MUSIC,” “ARTISTS & 
MODELS,” ‘DOUBLE OR NOTHING,” “BIG BROADCAST OF 1938” 
and puts laughter in them by casting them with W. C. Fields, Bing Crosby, 
Jack Benny, Martha Raye, Mary Livingstone, Judy Canova, Fibber McGee and 
Molly, Ben Blue, Yacht Club Boys, Louis Armstrong, Andre Kostelanetz, 
Russell Patterson, with music from such composers as Harold Arlen, John 
Burke, Sam Coslow, Hoagy Carmichael, Ralph Freed, Frederick Hollander, 
Oscar Hammerstein II, Jerome Kern, Ted Kohler, Burton Lane, Vee Lawnhurst, 
Arthur Johnston, Ralph Rainger, Leo Robin, Tot Seymour, Al Siegel, VictorYoung. 
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Paramount’ 937-38 
pictures have YOUTH! 














YOUTH! 
They've got what YOUTH 


wants! And they have what 





a 


Magna Cum Laudes in line! 


it takes to meet your REAL competition... | 
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AUTOMOBILES RADIO DANCE HALLS 
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“‘There’s .a honey of a picture over at the He: “I'd rather go over to the Paramount Theatre Sher ‘Let's go see Johnny Downs and 
4 Paramount with Jean Arthur and Ray Milland, and see Bing rere Martha Raye in“ Waikiki Eleanore Whitney do those new jamming 
i What say?” P.S. She said,“Let’s go!” Wedding.” P.S. They went! steps!” P.S.—They went! 











PARAMOUNT PICTURES are tough 


competition for every kind of amusement! 











ae 


Ask the man who has played against them! 
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Take your EAR 
off the ground 


) The air is fullof PARAMOUNT TALENT 





j (names including Fields, Benny, Crosby, 

r. Burns, Raye, Mary Livingstone, Fibber 

McGee and Molly, Lamour, DeMille, 

Kostelanetz, Armstrong, Shep Fields, 

Kirsten Flagstad) . . . The air is fullof PARAMOUNT SONGS —‘“ Whispers 
in the Dark,” “Public Melody No. 1,” “Stop! You’re Breaking My Heart,” 
from “ARTISTS AND MODELS;” “High, Wide and Handsome,” “Can I 
Forget You,” “The Folks Who Live on the Hill,” “Will You Marry Me, 
Maria,” from “HIGH, WIDE AND HANDSOME;” “All You Want to 
Do is Dance,” “It’s the Natural Thing to Do,’’ “The Moon Got Into My 
Eyes,” “After You,” “It’s On, It’s Off” and “Smarty” from “DOUBLE OR 
NOTHING;” “Good Morning” and “If 1 Put My Heart in My Song” 
from “MOUNTAIN MUSIC;” “Blue Hawaii” and “Sweet Lelani” from 
“WAIKIKI WEDDING.” The air is full of PARAMOUNT plugs 


and theatres are full with PARAMOUNT PICTURES. 





Paramount’s Hot! 
So What? 








while the iron’s hot and put your John Henry 
<= on a Paramount Contract before your 
competitor beats you to it! 
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FILM REVIEWS 








SOULS AT SEA 


Paramount release of Henry Hathaway 
production. Stars Gary Cooper and George 
Ratt. Features Frances Dee, Directed by 
Henry Hathaway. Screen play, Grover 
Jones and Daie Van Every; original, Ted 
Jesser; songs, Ralph Rainger and Leo 
Robin; original score, W. Franke Harling, 
Milton Roder «nd Bernard Kaun; camera, 
charles Lang, Jr., and Merritt Gerstad; 
special photographic effects, Gordon Jen- 
nings; film editor, Ellsworth Hoagland; 
musical direction, Boris Morros; asst. di- 
rector, Hal Walker. At Globe, N. Y., 
twice daily, $2.20 top, commencing Aug. 9, 


737. Running time, 90 mins, 

‘Nuggin’ Taylor...+... eeeesss+. Gary Cooper 
poms Cae gekaeosnctuee eecenes George Raft 
Margaret Tarrylon.....+...+-. Frances Dee 
Lieut. Tarryton......ee+++. Henry Wilcoxon 
Captain of ‘William Brown'....Harry Carey 
Babsle. ...s.scssees essee::,Olympe Bradna 
George Martin....ee+- -+-Robert Cummings 
Court Prosecutor..... eccves »+-.Porter Hall 
Wo0dley..ccceccsccccccscecsoes George Zucco 
TIM. cheeses cecccccceoecese Virginia Weidler 
Gaston de Bastonet......: Joseph Schildkraut 
Capt. Martisel...cccccssesss Gilbert Emery 
Toymaker.cercsscccescesees Lucien Littlefield 
Violinist. .cccccccccccccscsesesssecs Paul Fix 
PeECOVA, cocccccveccseccecocrce Tully Marshall 
Bate. iced veccnnctue Corp eqains Monte Blue 
GABE. 6.60 cccccecacecencvess Stanley Fields 





‘Souls at Sea’ is a good picture, 
certain for strong box office. Not a 
$2 roadshow film, as being sold on 
Broadway currently, and further 
handicapped a bit in that it’s second 
in the cycle of slave-ship films, this 
pic nonetheless holds plenty for all 
types of fans. In Gary Cooper and 
George Raft (co-starred) it has 
strong marquee values, and with 
Frances Dee underlined, and Olympe 
Bradna, there is sufficient romance 
interest for the femmes. That, too, 
is a barrier for adventure pix of 
this calibre which has been success- 
fully hurdled. 

Narrative opens with a courtroom 
trial and flashes back to recount the 
saga of Cooper and Raft as adven- 
turous seamen, the latter frankly a 
slave-trader, but Cooper of finer and 
seemingly nobler antecedents. That 
Cooper’s antecedents are vague and 
sketchy, and, in truth, his entire 
characterization only a capsule of 
what the audience’s imagination must 
conjure him to have been, doesn’t 
matter much. 

Henry Hathaway’s dirertion is 
bold, brave and sweeping. He paints 
his yarn with an indelible brush, 
particularly in the sequences on the 
seas leading up to and following the 
conflagration of the S.S. William 
Brown. Skillful film editing permits 
little that’s extraneous. Human 
touch when little Virginia Weidler 
capsizes the kerosene lamp which 
fires the packet from Liverpool to 
Philadelphia is vividly translated to 
the audience, and from then on the 
resurrection of a dormant finesse in 
Raft; the brutal but efficient rescue 
work by Cooper in the lifeboat; the 
trial in Philly; the intervention of 
Queen Victoria’s intelligence officer 
at the U. S. trial in Cooper’s behalf; 
the ultimate ‘happy ending’ with 
Frances Dee—these, and other de- 
tails are deftly captured on the 
screen. 

It’s essentially a man’s picture and 
the male players get the histrionic 
opportunities. But there’s enough of 
the feminine for all. Cooper and 
Raft are outstanding—the former up 
to his usual standard; Raft a bit of 
a surprise as a sympathetic player 
who meets his dramatic opportunities 
more than half way. 

Frances Dee, sub-featured, is a bit 
above Olympe Bradna’s opportunities 
in the principal, but relatively minor, 
femme roles. Henry Wilcoxon, Harry 
Carey, Porter Hall and Robert Cum- 
mings are more vivid in their chores. 
Joseph Schildkraut in a French 
duelist bit is outstanding. 

Although Robin and Rainger are 
billed for the songs, there’s nothing 
but an incidental doggerel to show 
for their handiwork, and the special 
score by W. Franke Harling and 
Milton Roder, as interpreted by Boris 
Morros’ baton, does more to con- 
tribute to the musical background. 
(Incidentally, anent the sub-credits, 
Bernard Kaun is programmed for the 
special score, but the screen credits 
Harling and Roder. Likewise some 
of the other credits are mixed up, 
indicating multiple production ef- 
forts.) 

Technical production is first-rate 
and ‘Souls at Sea’ should please ’em 
all over. Abel. 


VARSITY SHOW 


(MUSICAL) 
Hollywood, Aug. 10. 


Warner Bros. production and release. 
Stars Dick Powell and Fred Waring and 
his Pennsylvanians. Features Ted Healy, 
Priscilla and Rosemary Lane, Walter Cat- 
lett, Johnny Davis, Buck and Bubbles. 
Directed by William Keighley. Screenplay, 
Jerry Wald, Richard Macauley, Sig Herzig 


and Warren Duff, from original by Duff 
and Herzig. Songs, Dick Whiting and 
Johnny Mercer; dances, Busby Berkeley. 


Previewed at WB Hollywood theatre, Aug. 


9%. "37. Running time, 120 mins. 


Charles ‘Chuck’ Daly.........- Dick Powell 
ied... = aeqaey Fred Waring 
et are Priscilla Lane 
Prof. Sylvester Biddle....... Walter Catlett 
Witham Williams. ......00.-ssss« Ted Healy 
Barbara ‘Babs’ Steward...Rosemary Lane 
GN. cicececvadeers Johnny Davis 
Johnny ‘Rubberlegs’ Stevens....Lee Dixon 
CNG Thi btccseesadstaueses Mabel Todd 
TO Tre George MacFarland 
Dean Meredith......ssee+ Halliwell Hobbes 
OY NT 64 4 oo eecckdebed Ed Brophy 
Pen GING wks 000400004440 000 Emma Dunn 
Buck and Bubbles....... Buck and Bubbles 
BOW Le oa kegs ee seeds Sterling Holloway 
ONAN GAGE és.cdncdindeeesssaues Scotty Bates 
See See re Poley McClintock 
PPO, SR. 66a cdebeneetee Roy Atwell 
CER s cncnedsh-kn0neees4saa Ben Welden 





‘Varsity Show’ is a rah-rah musi- 
cal entertainment made to order for 
he early autumn business when the 
college boys start pegging the pig- 





skin and alumni sneak out of town 
Saturday mornings to visit that old 
alma mater. It’s full of the kind of 
college spirit that will start nabe 
audiences that never heard of Yale 
singing ‘Boola-Boola.’ Boys and 
girls in the western wheat district 
will chorus ‘Anchors Aweigh,’ but 
will flunk on the question whether 
Annapolis is in Oregon or North 
Carolina. Papa Fred Waring and his 
Pennsylvanians go right to town in 
this one with the maestro playing 
the part of a college professor and 
some of his band members walking 
out under the campus oaks trading 
fraternity pins for youthful romance, 
It’s a refreshing tuneful and nos- 
talgic interlude with enough story 
around which to piece together a 
series of good specialties. Much too 
long at the preview showing, how- 
ever, and can stand some drastic 
cutting which will help. 

Idea is that the undergraduates 
at Winfield College are about to 
stage their annual show. They have 
everything except an idea and a pro- 
ducer until Dick Powell, one-time 
star student, and presently reputed 
successful Broadway musical com- 
edy producer is persuaded to return 
to the ivy environment and give a 
hand. Ted Healy, hard-boiled stage 
manager, goes along for lack of 
something better to do and because 
the bankroll is gone. Those Joe Col- 
lege youngsters give Ted the paddle 
treatment, the freshman razz and 
other undergraduate courses. Powell 
gets a diploma named Rosemary 
Lane, and Healy at the finish is 
yoked with Mabel Todd. The show, 
of course, is a knockout hit, which 
puts Powell back on his feet in the 
big city. 

Waring and his aggregation do 
their entire college routine, which is 
familiar because of his numerous 
personal appearances and his weekly 
broadcast for Ford. But William 
Keighley, their director, has given 
them a more lavish setting than any 
in which they heretofore performed. 
The picture’s windup, staged by 
Busby Berkeley, engaged several 
hundred boys and girls in a giant 
stairway setting, during which they 
form various and sundry college in- 
itials. Each formation has its own 
musical accompaniment, mostly var- 
iations of the campus originals. 

Cast conveys youthful exuberance. 
Healy carries the comedy load for 
an easy touchdown and Waring con- 
verts for the extra points. Walter 
Catlett has a good character part as 
a fussy professor. One unroarious 
scene is between Healy and Catlett 
when former passes along a mumps 
epidemic. Rosemary and Priscilla 
Lane are best of the girls. 

There are nine musical numbers in 
addition to the college airs’ medley. 
*‘You’ve Got Something There’ and 
‘Moonlight on the Campus,’ both by 
Whiting and Mercer, are likely 
whistlers. ‘Varisity Show’ has speed 
and is qualified for good box office 
take, as it is suitable for all classes 
of houses. lin, 


FLIGHT FROM GLORY 


; Glendale, Cal., Aug. 10. 

RKO-Radio release of Robert Sisk pro- 
duction, Features Chester Morris, Whitney 
Bourne, Directed by lew Lander, Story by 
Robert D. Andrews, screenplay by David 
Silvestein and John Twist. Camera, Nich- 
olas Musuraca; special effects by Vernon 
L. Walker; film editor, Harry Marker; as- 
sistant director, Robert Barnes. Previewed 





at Alexander theatre, Aug. 4, '37. Running 
time, 66 mins. 
Us 6 5b s0606e00 TeTTT TTT Te Chester Morris 
RE Pre Whitney Bourne 
PVRS 66 600s adds seoed 644s Onslow Stevens 
WRENN 0.00 44.6.0 0640500066004 .....Van Heflin 
FEAMGOR <ccccccccecscesesseses Richard Lane 
SOROBs ccc ccsecescecccsceesses Paul Guilfoyle 
BENE 6 006604906 s 0000090086006 0b%0 Solly Ward 
SMES 0404 dc cceccdsstacase Douglas Walton 
Ce OMNOE <0 06060000006666008% Walter Miller 
MOY .ccccccccccsese Rita LaRoy 
DU 640.0 6.060: 60:0 050600000000 s00 Pasra Khan 
Possessing distinctive entertain- 


ment features, such as an unusual 
scene for its action, which takes 
place on a flying field of a mining 
supply company in the South Ameri- 
can Andes, and a group of characters 
seldom encountered in motion pic- 
tures or fiction, ‘Flight from Glory’ 
rates way above the average of pro- 
gram releases. It contains ingredients 
which might have lifted it into con- 
spicuous first run classification if it 
had been more pretentiously pro- 
duced, and acted by a cast of better 
known players who possess box 
office draw. That is, if marquee 
names could duplicate the excellent 
performance of those who appear in 
the film. 

Story is tense and stark, and con- 
cerns aviators who risk their lives 
with each flight over the dangerous 
mountain ranges between the supply 
base and the secluded mines. So 
grim is the work that only the most 
fearless flyers will undertake the 
job. They are men who have lost 
their professional pilot licenses in 
the States through some violation 
of regulations, but being fit only for 
flying they are attracted to the 
hazardous work as an escape from 
embittered self-condemnation. Shut 
off from the world and all women, 
except a slattern cook, housed in 
drab quarters, each lives from day 
to day in the ominous conviction that 
his turn for the inevitable crash is 
just as certain as his knowledge that 
the planes he flies are obsolete and 
unfit. This bunch dies with their 
goggles on. 

New member arrives. His offense 
was when, slightly cockeyed and en 
route to a football game at New 
Haven. he misjudged a landing and 
clipped off the top of an automobile 
with tragic consequences to the oc- 





cupant. He brings his bride of a 








Miniature Reviews 


‘Souls at Sea’ (Par). First- 
rate slave-ship adventure film 
with Gary Cooper, George Raft 
and Frances Dee for the mar- 
quee. 

‘Varsity Show’ (WB). Good 
box office musieal.for fall sea- 





son, with Dick Powell and 
Waring’s band. 
‘Flight from Glory’ (RKO). 


Tense action film about avia- 
tors who fly over the Andes, 
featuring Chester Morris and 
Whitney Bourne. Better than 
average programer and worth 
strong exhibitor plugging. 

‘The Big Shot’ (RKO). Guy 
Kibbee in an amusing comedy- 
gangster thriller, Okay dualer. 

‘On Again — Off Again’ 
(RKO). One of the _ best 
Wheeler-Woolsey comedies, and 
okay dual stuff. 

‘Between Two Women’ (MG). 
Class B that almost grew up. 
Eternal triangle in a hospital. 
Okay dualer for nabes. 

‘Headline Crasher’ (Guar). 
Sorry quickie melodrama, with 
nothing to put it past scattered 
double set-ups; Frankie Darro 
in lead. 

‘The Frame-Up’ (Col). Brisk 
enough romance between a 
race-track detective and his 
secretary; for the two-for-one 
spots. 

‘Love Under Fire’ (20th). 
Loretta Young, Don Armeche, 
the Spanish revolution and the 
Minevitch troupe in a melo- 
drama with music cooked up 
for the duals. 











few months with him, and the plot 
developments as a result of her 
presence within the circle of exiles 
are exciting and dramatic. 

Chester Morris heads the cast and 
the company of aviators in the spot 
of chief pilot. He gives a strong per- 
formance and sets the general at- 
mosphere of fatalism which pervades 
the group. Morris falls in love with 
the newly married bride, whose hus- 
band breaks down under the pres- 
sure of constant danger. Despite 
Morriss’ efforts to save the boy’s 
life. he deliberately crashes a ship 
with the company’s general manager 
asia passenger. Way !s opened for 
Morriss and the girl to emerge. 

Whitney Bourne, young actress re- 
cently from Broadway, plays the 
bride. She is a contrast to familiar 
ingenue types and, although not 
strikingly beautiful, she can act and 
speak her lines with an understand- 
ing of what they mean. In the only 
femme part of any strength, she has 
more than the usual load to carry. 
She jis a new personality worth 
watching. 

Van Heflin is the youth with a fear 
complex and he plays with the fer- 
vor of a Lambs Gambol perform- 
ance. Onslow Stevens is the hard- 
boiled manager who values his 
ships more than human life. Solly 
Ward, from vaude (remember vaude- 
ville?) does a good character bit as 
a mechanic, and Richard Lane, Paul 
Guilfoyle and Douglas Walton are 
the other pilots. 

Direction by Lew Landers {is terse 
and straightforward. His scenes 
have movement and snap. Trick air- 
shots and crashes are deftly illusion- 
ary. Bob Sisk’s handling of the pro- 
duction, which reflects a modest 
budget, is showmanlike. 

This film can stand up to generous 
advertising. It’s better than the 
studio’s first guess when it was viven 
a short production bankroll. Worth 
plugins hard because it is different, 
and. if held over for several days, 
word-of-mouth boosting will bring 
customers. lin. 


THE BIG SHOT 


RKO production and release. Stars Guy 
Kibbee. Features Cora Witherspoon, Dor- 
othy Moore, Gordon Jones. Directed by 
Edward Killy. Adapted by Arthur T. Hor- 
man and Bert Kranet, from story by Law- 


rence Pohle and Thomas Ahearn; camera, 
Nicholas Musuraca; film’ editor, Jack 
Hively. Reviewed in Projection toom, 
N. Y., Aug. 5, 37. Running time, 66 mins, 
Bip. Bigs... cccccscccessecsces Guy Kibhee 
Beem, BOMRGES. 0 6coccccesese Cora Witherspoon 
| MEERCPLERERETEL CLT CL Dorothy Moore 
CREE, ccrcccccccccssececesesess Gordon Jones 
| | Pwr rrrrrrrrr rr rere Russell Hicks 
PEUPGOGK «os cc cccccctoeces Frank M. Thomas 
MECQUATE. . cc cccccccecesses Dudley Clements 


turn out to be a far-flung, efficient 
system of vicious rackets. Without 
realizing what he’s doing the vet 
steps in to take over the business, 
working with the plug-uglies with 
whom the uncle has surrounded 
himself. 

Learning of a newspaper wrecked 
by the mob, the vet decides it would 
tickle his wife’s yen for him to in- 
dulge in civic betterment, so he 
underwrites the paper's anti-gangster 
crusade. He is ultimately revealed 
as the public benefactor and at the 
same time the master mind of the 
racket. Clear sailing at the finale, 
of course. 

RKO has wisely not grabbed the 
opportunities offered in the story for 
a Durlesque of gangster pics. It’s 
sufficiently satirical as it is, but by 
playing the yarn straight, it becomes 


slant and more dramatic and excit- 
ing to those who see only a comedy 
gangster thriller. 

Action is kept rolling, with fre- 
quent dashes of shrewd comedy sit- 
uations and sufficient slapstick hoke. 
Few tricks are overlooked. Kibbee, 
of course, is one of the Hollywood 
aces at playing the harmless, be- 
wildered, ineffectual soul and as this 
unconscious big shot he’s entirely 
convincing and effective. As _ the 
only name in the cast he does every- 
thing that could be expected, short 
of miracles. 

Cora Witherspoon, as the nagging, 
dim-wit frau, appears to play too 
much in italics. As her part is writ- 
ten, it’s hardly necessary to lean on 
the characterization—the  scripters 
have done all that. But possibly 
that, too, points up the satire. At 
any rate, she’s amply obnoxious, 
which seems to be the main idea. 

As the young love _ interest, 
Dorothy Moore and Gordon Jones 
get little opportunity but show up 
well, considering. Each is young, 
attractive and enthusiastic. If either 
can act, future parts may reveal it. 
Miss Moore bears a slight facial re- 
semblance to Simone Simon and is 
so manifestly well built that the 
script obviously contrives to place 
her in a bathing suit. ; 

‘The Big Shot’ is an exceedingly 
well made B product. Hobe. 


On Again—Off Again 
(WITH SONGS) 


RKO release of Lee Marcus production. 





Stars Bert Wheeler, Robert Woolsey. Fea- 
tures Marjorie Lord, Patricia Wilder. Di- 
rected by Edward Cline. Screen play by 
Nat Perrin and Benny Rubin; songs, Dave 
Dreyer and Herbert Ruby; musical direc- 
tor, Roy Webb; camera, Jack Mackenzie; 
film editor, John Lockert. Reviewed in 
Projection Room, N. Y., Aug. 5, ‘37. Run- 
ning time, 60 mins. 

William Hobbs...cccceseess: Bert Wheeler 
Claude Hortom...cccsessss Robert Woolsey 
Florence Cole.......+.++++..Marjorie Lord 
Gertie Green. ..cceesseseens Patricia Wilder 
Nettie Horton... .cccsecevesess Esther Muir 
Mr. Apple@ate.ocssvccccccsvess Paul Harvey 
George DIUIWIg...ccceeeeeeees Russell Hicks 
TORY covcocvesesboosecees .George Meeker 
Miss Meeker.....cesceeess Maxine Jennings 
Mise Parker. .cccccccccccess Kitty McHugh 
Sanford ...icscccosscseses Hal K. Dawson 
Slip Grog@an...ccccccesccees Alec Hartford 
DEP. GrOOMeseccctcoceseccoces Pat Flaherty 
NUPSBO 2. sccdseccecnevecoccoessd Jane Walsh 
Altemdamt eescccsscsecosvovess Alan Bruce 





One of the most successful pic- 
tures the Wheeler-Woolsey combo 
has ever turned out. Much too long 
getting under way and has several 
dead spots thereafter, but for the 
most part a very funny film. Natural 
companion for dramas on the duals. 
In many cases it will be a strong 
topper. Will please all the Wheeler- 
Woolsey fans and should even satis- 
fy some of those who haven’t been 
amused at the lads. 

Apparently this yarn originated 
as just another typical Wheeler and 
Woolsey story. It certainly starts 
that way, with the two being the 
quarrelsome partners of a pink pill 
manufacturing concern. But the 
principal and best part of the pic 
deals with what looks to have been 
first intended as merely an inci- 
dental gag. To decide which is to 
get the business when they split, 
they agree to wrestle for the com- 
pany, winner to be boss and loser 
to act as his valet and butler for 
a year. 

Woolsey wins the bout on a fluke 
and Wheeler becomes his Jeeves. 
From that point on the pic contains 
plenty of laughs. Action is kept 
stepping, there are numerous sur- 
prise situations and genuinely hilar- 
ious twists of incidents and dialog. 
Yarn ends with the pair, now old 
and decrepit, storming up and down 
the office, calling each other names. 
Obvious finish, but about as effec- 









Police Chief...... George Irving | 


NUR avevccesouteveen ..-Maxine Jennings | 
SPOT Tri ce rit Barbara Pepper | 
Snes 0209 440504060066 000800 Tom Kennedy ‘4 
po | Prrrerrrrrrrrrirrrrierr yr. John Kelly | 
BORD . cccccscocsccsoececsces Eddie Gribbon 

a MO ee 
JOMREY Cullen... ccccccoccesecs Donald Kirke 





Clever story, plus another of Guy) 
Kibbee’s forte comedy characteriza- | 
tions, plus an all-around capable | 

roduction has turned this strictly | 
lightweight pic into a sound Class Bi 
item. Not a boxoffice Goliath, by | 
any means, but plenty okay for dual | 
bills. For the various parts they had 
in cooking up the yarn, adaptors 
Arthur T. Horman and Bert Granet, 


and authors Lawrence Pohle and | Pass Patricia 


Thomas Ahearn rate nods for a 
minor triumph. 


‘The Big Shot,’ in this case, is a| 


mild, amiable veterinarian in a hick | 


| fectiveness 
| typical 


tive as possible under the circum- 
stances, 

Both lads play with unusual ef- 
once they’re past that 
Wheeler-Woolsey 


a good script, instead of leaning en- 


| tirely on their by-now too familiar 


comedy characterizations and man- 
nerisms. And, proving they really 
have the stuff, they slap each laugh 
neatly in place. It’s an okay job 
and Edward Cline’s direction un- 


doubtedly merits some of the credit. | 


Marjorie Lord and Esther Muir are 
fair as the sweetie and wife, re- 
spectively, of Wheeler and Woolsey, 
Wilder grabs the 


brass ring in a beautifully written 


| part of the gold-digging cutie who | equalled 


never misses. 
Picture is capably produced. Hard 


funnier to those who see the satiric | 


opening. | 
From then on they are bolstered by | 


VARIETY 19 
Between Two Women 
Metro production and release. Features 

Franchot Tone, Maureen O'Sullivan, Vir- 


ginia Bruce. Directed by George B. Seitz. 
Adapted by Frederick Siephani and Marion 
Parsonnet, from original story by Erich 


von Stroheim. Musical score, Dr. William 
Axt; camera, John Seitz: montage effects, 
John Hoffman: film editor, W. Donn 
Hayes. At Rialto, N. Y¥.. week Aug, 5, 
"37. Running time, 87 mins. 

Milaw | DOORAR. o0cvcasedetes Franchot ‘Tone 
Claire Donahve.........Maureen O'Sullivan 
EOSIOI BiORRs sedisscccsess Virginia Bruce 
ua . VOUONOUER cea tecscckveivas Leonard Penn 
rs Pree peer re Cliff Edwerds 
Mig® Pringle. occececevsesvsess Janet Beecher 
Dr Webster Chericy Crap27-in 


DOE FG otent id acc cia veelsaneens Helen Troy 
Grace Ford 
e Clayworth 
-++.++.Edward Norris 
Anthony Nace 

.. Hugh Marlowe 


DUE 2 5 Hh oa ns 03 06h éOCO eS . 
Dr Barih 
Tom Donahue 
a... eee 


Belongs somewhere between Class 
A and B. Fair marquee value, 
Metro’s usual quality production and 
plenty of hoke to get an average 
audience. On the other hand, it has 
no sure-fire box office name, story 
is trite and it runs too long, or so 
its 87 minutes feel. Answer will be 
n. s. g. in downtown first-runs, better 
in the nabes and okay in the vil- 
lages. Dual stuff, but good enough 
for top deck with strong support. 

Metro is pushing ‘Between Two 
Women’ as a follow to ‘Men in 
White.’ There are similarities in lo- 
cale, atmosphere and general story 
outline. This is strictly follow stuff, 
however, offering nothing new and 
certainly boasting no dramatic wal- 
lop. Looks as though ‘Men in White’ 
was an inspiration. 

Story has Franchot Tone as the 
earnest young surgeon in love with 
the nurse. She also loves him, but is 
married to a failure whom she sticks 
to out of loyal pity. Beauteous 
young heiress, Virginia Bruce, comes 
to the hospital for an appendectomy, 
takes to the doc and works out on 
him. He tumbles and there’s a wed- 
ding. 

What follows is the usual melo- 
dramatics that Hollywood seems to 
think typical of hospitals. The doc’s 
new wife is jealous of his work and 
keeps him stepping. The nurse’s no- 
good hubby is dragged in for an 
emergency operation and the doc 
isn’t on hand, being out with wifey. 
No-account dies, the recent marriage 
goes fooie and as wifey and her 
sweetie are going away from it all 
their train is wrecked. 


Wife is 
scarred, hubby renounces his true 
love and stands by her. But the 


scars heal and hubby goes back to 
the hospital and the little woman 
who really understands him. Slow 
fadeout, with soft music swelling up. 
It all depends how you look at it. 
Sophisticated spectators will likely 
Jeer, at least inwardly. But the 
naive and romantic, who sense stark 
drama in every tonsil operation—or 
ambulance bell—will eat it up. Tone 
is noble exough, _ self-sacrificing 
enough and understanding enough 
to inspire mayhem or all the fam- 
ininely tender yearnings. Maureen 
O’Sullivan is properly small and 
loyal, truly the brave little woman. 
Virginia Bruce, looking not quite so 
lovely as she has in previous films, 
is one of those rich, spoiled, sel- 
fish—er, ladies out of a Hollywood 
script. All three play the parts so 
easily they might be doing it all from 
memory, which wouldn't be so sur- 
prising, either. 
George B. Seitz’s direction clearly 
demonstrates that he knows exactly 
what to do with a stereotype yarn 
like this one. The photography is 
excellent, lighting is fine, sets and 
costumes are handsome and (except 
for some sound lapses) Metro's tech- 
nical departments rate a bow. In 
fact, considering the material they’ve 
had to work with, the whole lot have 
turned out a workmanlike job. Just 
shows what Hollywood can do with- 
out half trying. Hobe, 


OURSELVES ALONE 


(BRITISH MADE) 
Gaumont-British release of British Inter 
national production. Features Antoinette 
Cellier, John Lodge, John Loder. Produced 
and directed by Brian Desmond-Hurst, 
Screen play, Dndley Leslie, Marjorie Jeans, 
Dennis Johnston from play by Dudley Stur- 
rock and Noel Scott; camera, Walter Hare 


vey, Bryan Langley; film editor, J. Cor- 
bett. At Sith St. Cinema, N. Y., week 
July 30, ‘87. Running time 70 mins, 

County Inspector Hannay...... John Lodge 
Captain Wiltshire............... John Lotjer 
Maureen Elliett. ........ Antoinette Cellier 
Terence Fillott...........3 fiall MacGinnis 
Commandant Wonnolly....... Clifford Evans 
See cote lécaetenbecd Jerry Verno 
OPP Farrer Maire O'Neill 
Maloney....... Noe scceeeeesecoce Toay Quinn 
OP U66doebebebsscsé Paul Farrell 
Sergeant Halloran.............. Pat Noonan 
ro ae FO ee eee Bruce Lister 


For those vitally interested in Sinn 
|Fein matters, this picture should 
prove highly effective: for others it 
is liable to be somewhat of a bore. 
| Ht is probably a.very good film from 
an accuracy standpoint, and it has a 
| good deal of artistic merit. But the 
|story matter is not readily exciting 
|}and demands too much credence on 
|the part of auditors. It has pretty 
well played out its time abroad 
(where it was released more than a 
| year ago) and on this side will find 
; tough sledding because of the sub- 
ject matter. 

|_ There have been two or three Sinn 
|Fein pictures produced in Holly- 
|wood. None of them may have 
this Britisher from the 
|standpoint of historical truth, but 
| they had a better story background. 





town, browbeaten by his silly, so-| tell whether the two songs aren’t | On the other hand, admittedly, this 


cially ambitious wife. 


fortune and various ‘interests,’ which 


sented, anyway, they don’t register. 
Hobe. 


Mysterious | so hot or whether they’re badly pre- | was a ticklish subject for English- 
uncle dies and leaves him a huge | 


— to handle, what with the Irish 


(Continued on page 34) 
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SAG Has No Specific Deadline 
For 100% Guild Shop in Eastern 


Studios; Wait 


+ 


Screen Acters Guild now has .no 
definite deadline for 100% Guild 
shop in the eastern studios. At pres- 
ent only the majors, including Para- 
mount, Warners and Republic, have 
signed Guild pacts. In the case of 
Educational some question exists as 
to whether the studio is a subsidiary 
of 20th Century-Fox but the studio 
is understood to have indicated it 
will not oppose the Guild. 


Ken Thomson, SAG executive sec- 
retary, left by train for the Coast 
last Thursday (5) night after a week 
in New York. During that time he 
did virtually nothing toward setting 





pacts with the eastern indies, being | 
occupied with the reorganization of | 
the Four A’s and the formation of 
the American Federation of Radio 
Artists, in both of which deals he | 
was a motivating force. Lawrence | 
Beilinson, SAG counsel, planed to| 
the Coast the previous Saturday (31). 


Series of confabs are skedded 
within the next few days between | 
Thomson, Beilinson and reps of the | 
Jam Handy and Wilding studios, De- | 
troit. with Charles L. Glett, prez of 
Audio Productions, likely to sit in 
as rep for his own studio and other 
indies in New York. | 

Eastern indies have so far balked | 
at signing Guild agreements, claim- 
ing they are unable to meet the 
specified conditions, particularly the 
upped wage scale. Mrs. Florence 
Marston, SAG eastern rep, is not 
seeking to call any strikes at pres- 
ent, but has notified the indies that 
. She may. .act.. to enforce Cuild con-} 
“ditiins with only 24 nours” notice. 

Few productions are being made 
in the east at present, but it’s under- 
stood when things get under way in 
the fall the SAG will move to en- 
force its standards, with the possibil- 
ity that cameramen, technicians and 
grips may be called out (if neces- 
sary) under the SAG’s unofficial co- 
operative understanding with the In- | 
ternational Association of Theatrical 
Stage Employees. 

New wage scale that the SAG has 
notified the studios it will insist upon 
calls for $5.50 a day for atmosphere | 
extras, $8.25 a day for costume ex- 
tras (to whom duds are furnished), 
$11 a day for character extras 
(types), $16.50 a day for dress extras 
and $25 for speaking parts. Pay in 
all the above classifications has been 
considerably under that scale in most 
eastern studios in the past. 

SAG’s idea in not forcing immedi- 
ate signatures of Guild pacts is two- 
fold. For one thing, since produc- 
tion is at a virtual standstill at pres- 
ent, it’s figured there’s no rush 
about a showdown. Secondly, it’s 
not desired to deprive any actors of 
work without giving both actors and 
Studios all reasonable time to oa 
into line. 

Producers of commercial films in| 
the New York territory, plus the} 
‘March of Time’ reel, thus far prom- | 
ise to be the biggest stumbling block | 
in the way of the Screen Actors} 
Guild obtaining contracts. Recent | 
conversations indicate that the com- 
mercial folks now think they are in 
much the same category as ‘Time’ 
Teel. 

Despite this current attitude, SAG | 
is going ahead in its campaign to, 
secure pacts with the various pro- 
ducers and studios in the east. Ex- | 
tension of time granted about 10 
days ago still holds because Guild 
officials want to take plenty of time 
in hearing all sides on any dispute 
or situation. In all instances where 
concessions or alterations have been 
requested by producers, SAG of-| 
ficials have told them to go ahead 





and draft their proposals for sub- 
Mission. 
Commercial (or industrial) pic- 


ture makers will have representa- 
tives confer with Kenneth Thomson, | 
SAG secretary, on the Coast some- 
time this week. Some agreement is | 
€xpected from this confab. 

One thing that the SAG officials 
are certain on is that there will be 
no juggling around of the basic 
wage scale so that it is different in 
any way from that in effect on the 
Coast. It was pointed out that the 
Guild scale differs little if any from 
that now being paid in eastern stu- 
dios with the exception of the dress 
&xttas $16.50 minimum, and this is 
applicable to extremely few. 


| $100. 


Til Prod. Resumes 


Extra St. Louis Divvy 
From Skouras Bkptcy 


St. Louis, 





Aug. 10. 
been mailed by 
trustees for Central Properties 
Corp., subsidiary of Skouras Bros. 
Enterprises, Inc., to bondholders 
that an additional $6.70 per $100 
bond is available for distribution 
due to additional» receipts from 
bankrupt estate of Skouras Bros. 
Enterprises. Trustees notified 372 
bondholders who have not claimed 
funds due them; 45 of the notices 
have been returned as _ undeliver- 
able. 

William H. Orthwein, attorney 
and trustee, reported that of the 
original $4,500,000 bond issue of the 


Notices have 


company, later reduced to $4,040,- 
500. holders of $3,399,600 of bonds 
deposited them under reorganiza- 
tion plan, but holders of $640,000 
failed to do so. A fund of $256,744 
has been deposited in a Chicago 


bank on a basis of $40.06 per $100 
|and is in addition to the $6.70 per 
Bonds are held in widely 
scattered sections of country and 
there is probability that entire sum 
will never be claimed. 





CHI BEATS BIG 


PIX TAX IDEA 


(tee ne 


Chicago, Aug. 10. 
won their first municipal 
a long time when they 
proposed city gross tax 
last week. This tax would have 
raised the general take from local 
theatres from the current $110,000 to 
approximately $800,000 - $900,000, 


Theatres 
victory in 
licked the 


| switching the mode of city revenue 


on theatres from a license setup to 
a direct percentage tax. 

City council, in a drive for some 
$2,500,000 additional coin in 1938, had 
also considered a flat tax of from 
lc to 4c per ducat. However, in a 
special meeting in council chambers 
last week, it was voted to let the 
license setup remain as is and to 
seek additional tax coin elsewhere. 

Aldermen who defeated the pro- 
posed picture ducat tax declared it 
would be a hardship on families of 
meagre means, that it would tax chil- 
dren and finally that it appeared to 
penalize the small picture houses. 





BEERY, PENDLETON IN 


GOOD EQUITY STANDING 


Wallace Beery and Nat Pendleton, 
film players, were last week restored 
to good standing in Actors Equity 
Association. Beery was fined $250 
and Pendieton assessed $50. Both 
had been blacklisted for refusing to 
join the Screen Actors’ Guild, with 





| which Equity has a working agree- 


ment. They applied for reinstate- 
ment week. before last. 

Although both players were rein- 
stated, their names have not been 
| removed from the suspension list on 
the bulletin board at Equity head- 
quarters. That is due to an over- 
sight. however. 

Other film names remaining on the 
suspended list include Elizabeth Al- 
len, Lionel Barrymore, Alice Brady, 


|Tom Brown, Ricardo Cortez, Doug- 


las Dumbrille. Eric Linden and 
Wini Shaw. Pointed out that all 
must ultimately obtain reinstatement 
in Equity or give up pix under the 
SAG contract with the studios. 


Townsdialie : at MG 


Hollywood, Aug. 10. 
Gene Towne and Graham Baker 
have signatured an 
script an original ana screenplay for 
Metro. 
W. A. McGuire will produce. 








ADRIAN LEVY AT PAR 
Hollywood, Aug. 10. 


mount writing staff. 
Initial chore will be to script an 


“untitled musical. 


agreement to, 





Allport in from Eng. 


F. W. Allport, director of title reg- 
istration bureau for the Hays or- 
ganization, returned from England, 
Monday (9), after spending seven 
months there. Allport assisted in 
setting up a title registration bureau, 
the first of its kind for that coun- 
try, for the British film business, 
Offering suggestions and explaining 
setup with the Motion Picture Pro- 
ducers & Distributors. 

While in Great Britain, 
also explained details 
U. S. picture business’ 
with the 2,000-foot 
English exhibitors 
alignment for 
spools as in 
in favor 
ing 





Allport 
surrounding 
experience |} 
that the 
adopt an 
the larger 
they voted 
is still pend- | 


reel so 
might 
handling 
America if 
of it. Matter 


U. 8. IMPOUNDS SEX 
FILM FROM AUSTRIA. 


Jewel Productions, Inc., importers | 


of foreign films, filed suit Saturday 


(7) in federal court, N. Y., to re- 
strain Henry Morgenthau, U. S. Sec- 
retary of the Treasury, and Harry 


M. Durning, New York Customs Col- 
lector, from interfering with the | 
showing of its Austrian-made 


ture, ‘Mysteries of Sex.’ Plaintiff 
also wants Government officials to 
surrender a negative which they | 
seized on _ its. arrival here, “4 


though a print of the same film had 
been previously admitted. 

According to Jewel, it contracted 
in 1935 with Wilhelm Luschinsky of 
Vienna for the American rights to 
the film, ‘Mysterien des Geschlechts’ 
(‘Mysteries of Sex’). In December 
of the same year a print of the pic- 
ture arrived under the title ‘Science 
of Mankind’ and was admitted by 
customs. On Feb. 13, this year, 
the negative of the picture under 
the. title. ‘Mysteries .of Sex’. reached 
NeW" SOrk Gherwes seized by tne ati- 
thorities. 

Jewel in its suit claims both the 
negative and print contain the same 
dialog, the only difference being that 
the negative is the French version 
of the story and the print the Ger- 
man version. The photography of 
both are alike, Jewel contends. 

The Government, however, insists 
on comparing the photography of 
the negative and print, but has been 
unable to locate the print to make 
the comparison. Until this is done 
Jewel will be stopped from exhibit- 
ing the film in this country. 

Film, dealing with rejuvenation 
and such operations as changing the 
sexes of human beings, was made in 


Vienna by Prof. Voronoff, Hofrat 
Teilhaber, Prof. Peham and Dr, 
Abraham, Cast includes Renee Lan- 


sky, Otto Hartmann; Traute Braun 
and George Moser. Produced by 
Wilhelm Luschinsky. Henry Pearl- 
man is attorney for Jewel Produc- 
tions, of which Samuel Cummins is 
director. 

Yesterday (Tuesday) Judge Man- 
delbaum reserved decision on Jewel's 
motion to enjoin the government 
from seizing the print. Although 
the judge agreed the government’s 
delay in the action may have been 
financially harmful to the Jewel 
Corp., he indicated he would not 
prevent the U. S. attorney from in- 
stituting court action against the 
film. Edward Ennis, for the govern- 
ment, declared the Customs Dept. 
had never determined whether the 
print which was admitted was ob- 
scene. He said his office was still 
trying to locate the print. 





Loew’s Missouri, St. Loo? | 


St. Louis, Aug. 10. 
Although deal for leasing 3,600- 
seater Missouri theatre by Fanchon 


& Marco interests here to Loew’s, 
Inc., for showing of second run 
pix is reported to be still on,} 
house reopened Friday (6) under | 
F&M banner after being dark for, 
several months. 


After a few details are ironed out! 


house, located on Grand boulevard, 
a block from F&M’s Fox, and bloc K 
from St. Louis Amus. Co." s St. 
Louis, will pass into Loew’s control | 
for exhibition paargrnese. 


WB’s Chain Tax Suit 


Philadelphia, Aug. 10. 
Warner Bros. avoided penalties 
under the new chain store tax law 


| by filing injunction proceedings last 
Wednesday, 
Advian Levy has joined the Para- | deadline for 


the last day before the 
applying for permits. 

Law provides $50 a day penalty 
for not obtaining permit unless re- 
straining suit filed. 


pic- | 


Indie 





Hoss Opry Producers Wail 
That §$.4.6. Unicnization Drive 


Tilts Basic Costs Prohibitively 





Theatre Claim for 7006 


The $1,177,000 claim filed by 
Theatre Corp. gold _ noteholders’ 
|ecommittee against Fox Theatres 
| Corp. will be settled for $700,000, ac 


i? $1,177,000 Roxy 


Roxy 


cording to a report filed in federal 
|court, N. Y., on Thursday (5) by 
| Courtlandt Palmer, special mastet 


| The report recommended that Judge 

| Francis X. Caffey allow the claim at 

that amount. 

The noteholders committee based 

| its bid on an agreement of July 23, 
1927, between Halsey, Stuart & Co., 
brokers, and Fox Theatres 
under which the latter agreed to 
make good with interest $1,500,000 
| in Roxy notes sold by 
lin the event Fox Theatres de- 
| faulted 


| 


Fleischer Still 
- Fighting RLRB © 


Bargaining Unit 





Regional Labor Relations Board 
election to determine the collective 
bargaining agency for Max Fleischer 


ducer has served notice on the RLRB, 
however, that he will not co-oper- 
ate in the election and will appeal in 
the N. Y. Circuit Court of Appeals 
for a stay. 

Reason advanced by Fleischer for | 
opposing the election is that to check 


vote it would be necessary for him 
to turn over his list of employees 
and salaries, which he insists is not 
public property. 
the producer and the Commercial 
Artists and Designers Union, which 
has been on strike for the last three 
months, met in conference with Les- 


ter Levin, RLRB official, last Monday | 


(9) night. According to Levin, it is 
the first instance of an employer re- 
fusing to co-operate with the board 
in conducting such an election. 

Meanwhile, the membership of the 
Moving Picture Machine Operators’ 
Union, Local 306, last week voted to 
refuse to handle Fleischer cartoons 
until the CADU strike is settled, 
Matter will now go to the Interna- 
tional Alliance of Theatrical Stage 
Employees (parent union) executive 
committee for approval. Committee 
is skeded to meet next Monday (16) 
in Seattle. Body previously nixed a 
similar boycott move by the 306 
executive board. 

CADU, which has contacted every | 
indie pic theatre 
York, claims nearly all have agreed 
not to exhibit any Fleischer product 
pending settlement of the strike. 
Union also claims the Loew circuit 
has made a similar promise, though 
that is unconfirmed. 

Reported that Fleischer, with pro- 
duction at his own studio in New 
York at a standstill, has attempted 
to farm out production to various 
plants on the Coast or to Jam Handy 
studios, Detroit, 
have been nixed, however, studios 
claiming they are occupied with their 
own production. 

Attempt by CADU pickets 
week to appeal to Fleischer studio 
| workers (on the fifth floor of the 
building at 1600 Broadway, 
| with placards fastened to helium 
| balloons fizzled when the slip knots, 
|tying the balloons, gave way. Bal- 
loons sailed away and the idea was 





on the right of various employees to | $76.75 
| pid. 


- 
a 


Hollywood, Aug. 10. 
Small independent producers claim 
that the move of the Screen Actors 


Guild in extending ‘Guild shop’ or- 
ganization to all location spots, out- 
side the 300-mile contract limit, will 


make cost of westerns and negative- 


cost productions prohibitive. Several 
are talking of closing shop if SAG 
refuses to make wage concessions 
for atmosphere players and exiras 
on location, 

Indies had planned to jump out- 
side the 300-mile Guild shop limit 


and produce two or three piciires a 





Corp. | 


the brokers, | 


as bit 





stlidin “eamployers” bus. beet seu edi iene vv eal 
next Monday (16) in New York. Pro- 1, 1938. 


| 
| 


| 


| 


Representatives of | 





in Greater New| 


; are boosted from $8 to $9.20. 


a time, escaping payment of SAG 
wage scale, Aubrey Blair, business 
menager of SAG, learned. of plan, 


and immediately organized Guild 
chapters in Flagstaff, Ariz., Sonora, 


Mammoth Lake, Truckee, Reno and 
even in Oregon and Idaho. Cards 
are also being issued to Canadian 
players. 

Riders who formerly were paid 
$5 a day for themselves and horse 
» location are now demanding 
SAG scale of $11 day. Those who 


yeak lines are asking to be classified 
players at $25 day and trick 
| riders are asking $35 day pay of 
stunt men, 
Double Cost Indicated 

SAG pact with producers provides 
| SAG scale be paid on location within 
300-mile radius of Los Angeles. 
Companies are also required to pay 
transportation of players, etc. Indies 
claim extension of Guild limit will 
double cost of many productions. 

Differences between producers and 
studio painters were settled when 
pact calling for 15% wage tilt was 
signed with Motion Picture Painters 


J 


Under new scale pay of studio 
painter is boosted from $7 to $8.05 
day for six hours. Set foremen, 
color mixers, spraymen and agers 
Mar- 
bilizers, furniture finishers and dec- 
orators are raised from $8.40 to 
$9.66 day; sign writers from $10 to 
$11.50, and paint foremen from 
to $88. 

International Alliance of Theatri- 
cal Stage Employes notified studios 
that after today (Tues.) all work 
performed by laborers on film pvro- 
duction must be done by Class B 
grips. Only maintenance work and 
street sweeping will be left to 
Studio Utility Employes Local 724. 

Directors Make Plea 

Screen directors and script clerks 
presented demands to producers at 
conferences recently, Directors asked 
wage tilt for assistant directors and 
improved working conditions for all 
members of Screen Directors Guild. 
Members want to sit in on story con- 
ferences, have voice in casting and 
direct editing of film, Demands were 
presented by John Ford, Howard 
Hawks and Jack Sutherland, E. J. 
Mannix, Jack Warner and Darryl 
Zanuck ‘epresented producers. 

Script clerks want 54-hour week, 
time and half for overtime, and 
triple time for over 16 hours day. 

Jurisdiction fight over studio 
draftsmen is still in state courts, 
with United Scenic Artisis Local 621 
seeking permanent injunction to re- 
strain alleged interference with 
signing of agreement between or- 
ganization and producers. Latiec 
halted negotiations with Scenie 
artists after IATSE and the Society 
of Motion Picture Set Designers 
both claimed jurisdiction over 
draftsmen. Case probably will be 
set for trial this week in superior 
court, 





All such overtures | 


last 


N. Y.)} 





INTERCHANGEABILITY 
OF AAAA MEMBERSHIPS 


Hollywood, Aug. 10 

} Kenneth Thomson’s recommenda- 
| tion that interchangeable member- 
‘ship cards be issued to grouns af- 
filiated with the AAAA was ap- 





jabandoned, Understood the strikers | proved Monday (9) by the divrec- 


| now figure on renting a sound truck | 


torate of the Screen Actors’ Guild. 


/and have obtained permission from! Move would permit screen or siage 


| the New York authorities, 
| stalled by lack of necessary funds. 





Washington, Aug. 10. 
Considerable delay before the gov- 
ernment makes up its mind whether 
to call 


requested election to end 
studio jurisdictional tiff involving 
draftsmen, artists, et al.. was indi- 
' (Continued on page 34) 


but are! 


actors to work in radio and vice 
versa without necessity taking out 
other membership, 

Thomson explained the American 
| Federation of Radio Actors setup to 
| Guilders and promised extension of 
| Guild shop pacts to eastern studios 
as fast as machinery can be put ina 
motion. Concessions to be made to 
industrial film makers being worked 
out. 
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INTERNATIONAL NEWS |“! 











BRITISH TRADE REACTIONS TO QUOTA 
PROPOSALS VARIED, BUT RELIEF FELT 





Korda, Maxwell Ostrer All Express Views—Gen- 
eral y Favorable, but Some Dissenters—Distribu- 
tors, Particularly American, Not Saying Much 


a + 





London, Aug. 3. 
Trade reaction to the Govern-} 
ment’s new quota plans, as drafted | 
in the current ‘White Paper,’ has! London, Aug. 10. 
been unexpectedly subdued. In gen-| je, Rea, business magnate ac- 
eral, publication of the proposals has! tively interested in theatres and 
brought a sense of relief, observable | production for the past 15 years, 
in the comments passed by Wardour) auring which he held the lease of 
Street's three sections: even the red the Saint Martin’s theatre, will va- 
oy ee ae Ragan ~~ | cate that house in October and take 


earlier; . 
suggested framework, which in the | Ver the lease of the Apollo. 
main it consolidates. Apollo is one of the Associated 
Most favorable comment, as ex-| Theatre Properties chain, at present 


pected, comes from. the producer on rental te Walter Hackett Prod. 





Rea’s Apollo, London 





end, though even here some reti-| Deal with Rea is being kept secret 
cence is noticeable, with Isidore| here to protect the Hackett activi- 
Ostrer expressing definite disap-| ties, which will necessitate a move 


muc 





pointment. 

Alex Korda, in a non-commital 
siatement, declared: ‘On the whole, 
the new bill should be better than 


ithe old. I only hope it works.’ 


as drafted, declaring it a statesman- | 
like compromise which should bring 
the greatest amount of satisfaction | 
to all. 
Basil Dean plumped for the reci-| 
procity proposal, seeing it as a magic 
talisman that is going to throw open 
the entire world’ market (to say 
nothing of the U. S.) to British pic-| 
tures. 
Americans Nencommital 


Distribs, the Americans in par- 
licular, are lying low. They felt 
the bill would have it in for them, 
.~.and._ye* fnd the proposals 


Within the limits of having to back 
the quota, they find most of the 
concessions they asked granted 
the percentage is coming down, the 
cost test stays and the quality basis 
is out, the higher cost pictures will 
rank double in footage, and the 
plan to grant quota on local product | 
bought for outside distribution light- | 
ens the burden ever more. Why | 
worry? 

Exhibs fall back on the old pro- 
verb about the bird in the hand 
being werth two in the bush. For 
them the feature of the White Paper 
that softens resentment over rejec- 
tion of their demands for a viewing 
panel is the fact that they are to 
get immediate quota relief, through 
reduction of their liability to 15% 
next year, and then to 10% in the 
first year of the new Act; in addition, 
they are assured a stepped quota, 
which, on first analysis, should al- 
lew them a margin of choice. 


Financial Comment 


Most surprising observations are 
those from the City, as represented 
in criticism by leading financial 
newspapers. Here comment is di- 
rected to the proposed cost test, and 
it is suggested that a viewing com- 
mittee would be more satisfactory. 

‘Cost is no final test of quality, 
says the Financial Times. ‘Greatest | 
stress should thus 
principle of quality tests by a view- 
ing committee, provided that the 
committee represents wide enough 
interests. There is nothing magical 
about the minimum figure indicated, 
and many films made for consider- 
ably less have been of far more 
value to the prestige of the industry 
and the country than the expensive 
ones.” 

What makes such criticism more 
remarkable is that the main objec- 
tion of producers and distribs to a 
quality test proposition has through- 
out been that it would frighten away 
finance. 

Certain minor elements of the in- 
dustry still find no cause for satis- 


ress severe “att” A ticiparet™ 


be laid on the} 








faction in any of the provisions 
drafted. Quickie producers who} 
have made a good living by supply- 
ing American distribs with quota 
footage fear the $75,000 minimum | 
cost proviso will put them on the)! 
spot. Fact that their product would 
pass as exhibs’ quota if not as dis- 
tribs’ is seen as cold comfort. Same | 
goes for small indie distributors, | 
who have so far backed their Ameri- 
can quickie programs with domestic 
product of similar standard; $75,000 
pictures are outside their power to! 
purchase. 

With these elements also side) 
small house operators, who see elim- 
ination of cheap local product as a 
menace to their second feature sup- 
ply. For them, however, promised’ 


to some other theatre. 








percentage cuts offer 


some mitiga- | 


_tion, and they are inclined to find} 

John Waxwell, with a foot in all! salvation in this silver lining, leav-| imported vaudeville for their de 
three camps, briefly expressed un-| jng broader issues such as quality | luxe cinema chain, will halve week- 
qualified enthusiasm for the measure | tests and pleas for a Film Commis-| ly appropriation of $1500 for acts for 


sion to executive negotiation. 
C.E.A.’s Campaign 


Notwithstanding likely perceniage | films 


cuts, the Cinema Exhibs’ Ass’n is 
still rigorously opposed to the cost 
test, and its campaign in favor of a 
viewing panel will be keenly main- 
tained during passage of the Bill 
through Parliament in the fall. This 


when the present act terminates, and 
it is believed in government circles 
that the measure will stand well to 
the fore in the next Parliamentary | 
ssi ey iate in OCNE /. 
side circles forecast it reaching a | 
second reading before Christmas. 

C.E.A. meanwhile is intensifying | 
its canvas among members of Par- | 
liament, and groups were visiting 
the House of Commons right up to 
July 30, when Parliament rose for 
its long vacation. Recess will be de- 
voted to campaigning in the constit- 
uencies, with exhibs planning di- 
rect approaches to their local rep- 
resentatives while they are on hand. 


General cross-section of opinion 
on the proposals, as distinct from in- 
dividual group views, is difficult to 
assess, the prophets using consider- 
able imagination in forecasting the 
results of putting them into opera- 
tion. 

Of interest is a view that suggests 
the Bill will lead to establishment 
of a Hollywood-in-England, through 
setting up of Americanized produc- 
tion units by major Coast concerns, 
led by Metro, 20th-Fox and Warners. 
In this, it is suggested, the Act may 
work contrary to its intentions, with 
the effect of strangling purely Brit- 
ish production as such, in favor of 
elaborate offshoots of the principal 
U. S. studio organizations. 


Isidore Ostrer’s comment tags him 
in this school of thought. Proposals, 
he says, ‘will undoubtedly result in 
more American pictures being made 
in Britain, but not in helping the 
establishment of a British industry.’ 

But, in spite of the confusion 
which such a spate of interpretations 


might imply, the broad effect of pub-. 
intentions | 


lishing the government 
has been to straighten out the situa- 
tion for all. Speculation as to what 
might or might not come out of the 
hat had previously in large measure 
kept group interests in the industry 
at arm’s length from each other as 
from the Board of Trade, which has 
to negotiate the Bill through Parlia- 
ment. 

Now its strength and weakness 
(as groups perceive them) are clear- 
ly plotted, and even those sections 
which come out worst are feeling 
relief. 


COL. SETS 8 QUOTA PIX 
FOR BRIT. COL. STUDIOS 


Hollywood, Aug. 19. 
Columbia will produce eight quota 
films on next season’s program under 
the imprint of Central Films at Vic- 
toria, B. C. 





First will be ‘Manhattan Whirl- 
wind,’ now readied to start with 
Jack Fier producing. Second is 


skeded to be ‘Murder Is News.” now 





thet 





in preparation. 





Hague Biz Dull 


The Hague, July $31. 
‘History Is Made at Night’ (UA) 
did splendid business at the reno- 
vated City theatre here and good 
at the City theatre, Amsterdam. 
‘Swing Time’ (RKO) flopped at the 
Metropole Palace here, but “Tarzan 
Escapes’ (MG) stayed three solid 
weeks at the Royal, Amsterdam, 
Summer season is very dull. 


PIX LOOK GOOD, 
HYAMS BROS. 
CUTS VAUDE 








London, Aug. 10. 
Hyams Bros., biggest supporters of 


| each house, it has been decided. 


Reason given for the chop is that 
the chain is solidly booked up with 
‘of importance for the fall,’ 
when the new cut-rate policy be- 
comes effective, and therefore feels 
it will not need much rostrum bol- 
stering. 





|; must become law by March, 1938, Producers Are Villains, 


Claims Animal Defence 
league, Giting-—-Sacts’, 


London, Aug. 2. 

Alleging cruelties not recorded by 
the camera, the Performing and 
Captive Animals’ Defense League is 
petitioning King George VI against 
the Animal Films Bill, about to go 
before him for Royal Assent after 
passing both Houses of Parliament. 

Capt. Edmund T. McMichael, di- 
rector of the League, claims the bill 
is directed against the wrong peo- 
ple—exhibs and distribs—when it is 
the producers who are to blame. 
Asserts cruelty is used in persuad- 
ing animals to do their stuff for the 
camera which none but experis 
would spot. 

Among tricks claimed by McMi- 
chael as perpetrated in_ studios 
(‘where those present are afraid to 
denounce such actions lest they 
should lose their employment’) are: 

Squirting ammonia or gases at 
animals to make them snarl. 

Giving them electric shocks. ~ 

Twisting rubber bands around 
dogs’ muzzles to make them chatter. 

Choking cockerels with chewing 
gum to make them crow. 

Tripping horses with wires to 
make them fall. 

Inserting drawing pins under the 
saddle to make them rear. 

Petition therefore calls for inquiry 
into circumstances of the bill's 
coming before Parliament and the 
futile amendings it has undergone. 


Joe College 


(Continued from page 1) 
pantaloon wedrers, spats cohort, 
rhythm swingers, rhumba_ rasslers, 
etc. Boys have dusted off their 
tuxes and varnished their pumps for 
dress work and not a few dug down 
and found enough wherewithal to 
join the Junior Actors Guild. 

Directors are glad to see ’em at the 

















casting windows asking for work 
hecause they come cheap, are 
usually evefillers from the femme 


point of view, and are both well 
behaved and easy to handle. May- 
be it’s the old I1.Q., sometimes called 
intellectual quotient, that Joe Col- 
lege is supposed to have, anyway he 
catches on quick and has the figure 
that cameras love to photograph. 
Rush of collegians to the sets is 
calculated to last well into Septem- 
ber. Around that time the gang will 
shove off for Stanford, Harvard, No- 
tre Dame, Minnesota and where else, 
shaking off the Thes’s buskin, and 
carrying enough spending money to 
put themselves over with the college 
widows of their sundry campuses. 
Hollywood likes Joe College. Likes 





That Aussie Quota Tangle 





Sydney, July 20. 

Premier Stevens of N. S. Wales came back strong at Stuart Doyle 
for openly stating that the local quota was ‘an absolute and abject 
failure’ Doyle had made the statement following his retirement 
from Greater Union, Cinesound and associated units. 

In his comeback, Premier Stevens stated that Doyle’s criticism was 
‘very wide of the mark.’ This in itself is quite a strong remark for 
a local politician to make. But he went on with, ‘Any disinterested 
person will agree that the Film Quota Act, far from being a failure, 
has achieved gq definite measure of success, and there is strong eyj- 
dence that it will continue to effect its object—the establishment 
in Australia of a film production industry on a substantial basis, I 
believe the industry can make good in this state, despite the tre. 
mendous opposition of certain vested interests. ... The act has en- 
sured a ready market to every film produced in Australia which has 
satisfied the requirements as to quality and suitability.’ 

Despite what the premier says, the man in the street knows today 
that the quota is a decided flop. Up to the present, in its second year, 
the quota has failed in every respect. There are five studios in 
N. S. Wales, four of which have remained closed for months and there 
is but one picture in work right now. 

Premier speaks of opposition from ‘certain vested interests.’ Amer- 
ican distribs are the only ones who opposed the idea of being forced 
into production for quota. They’re still protesting. Americans have 
stated that they'll do anything within reason to meet the require- 
ments and assist in establishing a young local industry. But not as is. 

At the end of the first quota year the government was forced to 
admit that the act hadn’t worked well and Americans were par- 
doned for not producing pix. Now, in the second year, only one 








studio is operating. The rest, to 
sufficient capital even to make 
calls for 742%. 





How is that possible without pictures? 


be perfectly frank, cannot secure 
a start. Distribs’ quota this year 











Threatened Strike of 





London, Aug. 2. 


Threatened strike at 170 theatres on 
the Union circuit, scheduled for 
poesia? ay wos—-eetode fim the test 
minute. Following a conference at 
the Ministry of Labor, attended by 
Fred Bernhard of Union, Thomas 
O’Brien, secretary of the National 
Ass’n of Theatre Employees, and 
representatives of the Cinema Ex- 
hibs’ Ass'n, terms of settlement 
were drawn up. 

NATE executive subsequently ac- 
cepted the terms as a basis of nego- 
tiation and withdrew strike notices, 
its major gain being recognition by 
Bernhard. 

Main terms of the settlement are 
that arbitration shall take place 
under the eye of the Ministry, ex- 
cept in London, where points in dis- 
pute will be referred to the Joint 
Conciliation Board existing between 
the CEA and the labor unions. 

First major national clash be- 
tween labor and theatre interests, 
the affair is expected to hasten a 
decision by the CED, now seeking & 
mandate from branches to negotiate 
with NATE. 


FLOCK OF AUSSIE PIC 
EXECS BACK FROM U.S. 


Sydney, July 20. 


Whole fiock of local film men ar- 
rived on one boat from the U. S. 
last week and kept newspaper men 
on the jump. 

Stanley Crick, local 20th-Fox boss. 
said that his company is perfectly 
willing to assist Australian pie pro- 
duction in every possible way. but 
at the same time it felt it would be 
impracticable to produce locally. 
Nevertheless, assistance would be 
given to those who continued to 
make*pix here. 

Charles Munro, Hoyts, had very 
little to say until he'd taken a look 
around the field. Mentioned that 
Gracie Fields would probably visit 
these shores next year. 
turn he resumed the co-directorship 
of General Theatres. 

Charles Chauvel intends produc- 
ing again as soon as possible and 
may go into National Studios for a 
new try. Mentioned he'd bought a 
story from Frank Baker dealing 
with the exploits of Australian 
Light Horsemen during the World 
War. 

Here McIntyre. local Universal 
boss, went into raptures over a new 
U femme find, Danielle Darrieux. 

Cecil Mason, local Columbia chief. 








reported that Australia is soon to 
witness some excellent American 
pix. 


Ken Asprey had nothing to say. 
waiting first for a long huddle with 





to take care of him—and does. 


Stuart F. Doyle. 


Union, London, Settled | norce 


On his re-| 


Japan Clamping Down on Export 
Of Com; May Force Local Printing 


| Tokyo, July 19. 

| Ministry of Finance has started to 
the exchange regulations 
against the American pix cos. op- 
| erating here. Remittance permits re- 
quested by Paramount, Metro, Fox 
‘and Universal were held up last 
| week, with assurances that definite 
decision on them would be rendered 


Ve vegre 7m 


fiexr’ yeek.”” 


In placing applications on file, 
ministry advised each co. not to ex- 
pect issuance of permits for full 
amounts requested. Expectation is 
that around half of the desired sums 
will be granted each company. Delay 
'in acting on applications is due to 
indecision of the government as to 
just how far it will go in stymieing 
all coin intended for export. 


American cos, here report that the 
government has not yet issued any 
definite info regarding tightening of 
regulations on foreign product, but 
all expect something to happen soon. 
Most of them take the optimistie 
view that enforced restriction of 
importations will benefit the biz by 
creating a shortage of gocd product 
and automatically eliminating the 
weak sisters which only clutter up 
the market. 

Mike Shathin, Warner manager 
here, when asked about the situash, 
indicated that his co. expected no 
regulations which would work a 
hardship or which would seriously 
| hamper conduct of biz. Shathin pre- 
dicts though, that one of the regu- 
lations which will probably be en- 
forced will require all foreign cos. 
‘to have dupe prints made here. Sev- 
eral cos., Paramount being the first, 
‘are already doing this and have 
_ found Jap prints satisfactory. 


ALL BRITISH CIRCUITS 
EXPANDING OPERATIONS 


London, Aug. 2. 

While Associated British shows 
steady expansion, having 325 thea- 
tres at the time of its annual report, 
Union is now in the field with the 
| contention it will have 350 houses by 
| the end of next year. 

Fred Bernhard outfit is developing 
at a smart pace, with 40 properties 
set to open by the end of the year. 
Sites have recently been bought for 
|another 10, and deals have been set- 
| tled for the circuit to control 13 ex- 
_isting jobs, mostly in Wales. 

Associated British, by adding new 
structures and buying independent 
theatres, has its nose well in front, 
with GB still running second, and 
| Odeon, opening new properties #t 4 
| consistent rate of one a week, com- 
ing along strong. 


ROSS AND STONE CLICK 
London, Aug. 10 
| Benny Ross and Maxine Stone are 
'the only newcomers on the new Hol- 
| born Empire bill. 
Proven the most original mixed 














team offering seen here in years 
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John Maxwell's ABPC Shows $4,348,225 
Net Profit on Year, Pays 18% Divvy 


London, Aug. 2 

Publication of the annual report 
and accounts of Associated British 
Pictures Corp. brings John Max- 
well into the limelight as sponsor of 
perhaps the most successful docu- 
ment ever issued by a motion pic- 
ture concern in Britain. 

Trading profit of $6,329,150, high- 
est recorded, is up by 
$1,696,725 on last year’s record fig- 
ure. Final dividend is equal to 
18% on ordinary stock, the Board 


recommending payment of 11% for 
the’ second half year, to add to 7% 
already allotted for the first six 
months. 


Yeduction of 
gages, loans, 
and income tax leaves a net profit 
of $4,348,225. 
payment, the Board recommends 
placing $875,000 to reserve for de- 
preciation, plus $1,875,000 to general 
reserve, bringing this last figure up 
to $8.750,000. Balance of $481,730 
goes forward to the next account. 

Last year’s full dividend on ordi- 
nary stock was 124%%. 

Capitalization 

Associated British is capitalized at 
$20,000,000, in equal amounts of 6% 
preference shares of $5 and ordinary 
shares of $1.25, but of $10,000,000 
worth of 
remains as yet uniss 
sets on the consolidated statement of 
the Corp. and subsidiaries are listed 
at $73,725,415. 

Still to be observed is the reaction 
of the City to this result, though the 
extent to which it may assist in re- 
storing confidence of the financial 
world in picture business is gov- 
erned by the fact that A.B.P.C. is 
primarily a theatre-owing and 
operating concern (directly or 
through associate companies). It is 
realized in the City that returns 
are less problematical on theatre in- 
vestments than on production, so the 
effect, 
in theatre business, may not ma- 
terially appreciate the chances of | 
production funds being forthcoming. | 

Directors’ 
the accounts, 
Strength of the group 
houses, 


ever 


interest on mort- 


is now 325 
making the Corp. in direct 


ing in Great Britain. To these are 
rapidly being added new buildings, 
or others are being bought in, so 
that the concern’s exhibition interest 
may be expected to be materially 
greater when the next report is due. 


Valuation 


Aside from the div.! 








ee a 





Reverse English 


Accompanying statement of 
the John Maxwell interests for 
the past vear indicates that in 
London theatre operation is by 
far the healthiest theatrical ven- 
ture from a coin return stand- 
point. This is in distinct con- 
trast to the American picture 
biz, where theatre operation is 
secondary to distribution (pro- 
duction). 

What makes it more outstand- 
ing is that it is indicated British 





debenture stock et al,| 


GERMAN PIC 


the latter stock $1,875,000 | 
ued. Total as-/ 


while hardening confidence | 


report, submitted with) 
indicates the theatre. 


Against this is to be set the figure of | 


$61,424,000, representing valuation of 


the entire plant and equipment, land |, 


and buildings; covering more than 
300 theatres, together with the Els-| 
tree studios, laboratories and general | 
plant, and the smaller Welwyn pro- 


duction facilities, the figure suggests | 


a moderate estimate of the value per 


theatre, due in part to the fact that’ 


the Corp’s operations cover houses 
of types, from modern supers to 


small halls in frankly nabe districts. | 


Reserve for depreciation is placed 
at $2,250,000, and the statement 
shows an issue of $10,000,000 deben- 
ture stock in Associated British 
Properties, through which the A.B. 
P.C. exhibition development is be- 
coming more largely governed. 

Other activities of the group, not 
Peihaps so spectacular, refiect the 
Seneral success of the undertaking. | 
the Board going on record that no; 
losses have been made during the, 
year by subsidiaries. Distribution 
(merged 
continues satisfactory, 
and the production 
— esernted in a total of 16 pictures 

troduced in the year under review. 


it declares, 





F. P. Young to Far East 
F. P. Young has been named man- 
asec for Dutch East Indies and 
Straits Settlement of Western Elec- 
tric Co. of Asia. 

iat Singapore. 
Young 
Francisco. 


sails Aug. 21 from San 


| 


| ‘Good 


largely inside the Corp.), 


condition is. 


Will headquarter | 


i 


: : | pic which might be interpreted as 
holdings the strongest chain operat-, 


money-men are leery of putting 
coin into the production end of 
things, at present, but not so on 
operation. Probably exactly the 
reverse on this side. 














IRES FRENCH 


Paris, 
France and Germany 


August 2. 
are at war 


again. This time the cause is a Ger- 
man film. 

Few weeks ago, at the Interna- 
tional Film Congress, one of the 


resolutions passed was that no coun- 
try should make films which might 
be harmful to the prestige of another 
country. But in the middle of the 
convention a new film opened in 
Berlin which has brought the French 
press to arms. Berlin correspond- 
ents of the larger French dailies have 
taken a look at the film, ‘Mon Fils, 
Monsieur le Ministre’ (“My Son, the} 
Minister’), and report it strongly 
anti-French. 

To make the situation more com- 
plicated the lead in the film is played 
by a French actress, Mme. Francoise | 
Rosay. Pix, which is based on Henri 
Birabeau’'s ‘Fiston,’ itself a satire on 
the French government, was directed | 
by Veit Harlan. 

French claim the film attacks de- 
mocracy in general and France in 
particular. First part of this the 
Germans readily admit. State, how- 
ever, that there is nothing in the! 














an attack on France. Film is simply 
a farce on the democratic form of | 
government before 1933. 

French have picked out several 
things which, to their way of think- 
ing, prove the film attacks France. 
Among these are cracks made at a 
‘Popular Front’ government, a thing 
that did not exist in Germany be- 
fore the advent of Hitler. One of 
the things which gets into their hair 
the most is a song sung by Mme. 
Rosay at the end of the pic. In the 
refrain she compares democracy to 
herself, always changing men, which | 
is taken as a direct slap. | 


BETTER WEATHER, 
PIX UP AUSSIE B.0. 


Sydney. July 20. 

Brighter weather and a bunch of 
new pix brought trade again to the 
b.o. New ones include ‘Love Is 
|News’ (20th), ‘Seventh Heaven’ 
(20th), ‘Love on Run’ (MG), and 
Earth’ (MG). All look like| 
catching heavy coin and long runs. 
‘John Meade’s Woman’ (Par) quit | 
after a marked low, with ‘Go West | 
Young Man’ (Par) replacing. ‘Lost | 
Horizon’ (Col), and ‘Rainbow on | 
River’ (RKO) continue to cop very 
heavy biz and will stick. 




















Melbourne, July 20. 
Biz is picking up again. with a 
200d weather break and the man- 





agements anticipate good b.o. with 
‘Go West Young Man’ (Par), ‘Banjo 
on Knee’ (20th), ‘Girl In Million’ 
(20th). “Aren't Men Beasts’ (AD), 
‘Earthworm Tractors’ +WB), “Take 
My Tip’ (G-B), ‘Beloved Enemy’ | 
(UA), ‘After the Thin Man’ (MG). 


| Americans. 


| Japan, 


| that a number 


AND 10 
JOINT PIC 


AK DIN 








Follows on Heels of 20th- 


+ 





Building Fever in Rio, 13 on Way; 


Shochiku Palaver—Most- | | 


ly a Break for Japs But 
Will Allow Coin Exporta- | 
tion to America 


JUST TALK SO FAR 


Tokyo, July 24. 
Discussions have taken place be-! 
tween RKO and Toho looking 


toward producing a pic here jointly, 


sometime in the near future. Sim-| 
ilar action by other cos. is in the 
offing. 

F. A. Kennedy, RKO mer. for 
Japan, when asked, admitted that 
conversations with Toho have been 
in progress, but declined to divulge | 


details. He further stated that ne- 
gotiations had not reached the point 
for story consideration or for 
| duction set-up. Understood, 
ever, that Kennedy's report to the | 
RKO homeoffice was favorable, and | 
that the matter will be further dis- | 
cussed when Reginald Armour, 
RKO’s Far Eastern manager, arrives 
here in the near future. 


pro- | 


If and when the deal is settled. 
almost certain that an 
director will be in charge 
a skeleton staff of American 
nicians will be brought over. 


American 
tech- 


Angles 
There are several 
present trend 
productions, 


this 
co-operative 
benefits of which 


angles to 
toward 


seem 
to decidedly favor the Japs. Big 
item, of course, is that joint effort 
offers the Japs a short cut to the 


world pix mart, 


how- | 


. } 
its 


and that 





3 London Tryouts 


London, Aug. 3. 

Three plays scheduled for produc- 
tion in London were tried out pro 
vincially Aug. 2. 

‘Old Music,” by Keith Winter, 
which Gilbert Miller is to show at 
St. James’ theatre shortly, had its 
premiere at Manchester. Story is set 


in the days before the Crimean War. 


‘Vickie and Albert,’ by Consuela 
de Reyes, had its first showing at 
Brighton and is another story on the 


life of the late Queen Victoria 

‘The Fight Is On,’ bv Hagar 
Wilde, Ernest Heyn and Elliott Nu- 
gent, had its tryout at Richmond. 


All three will be shown in the 


West End in the early fall. 


Metro’ : Empire, 
London, Socked on 
Default of Quota 


London, Aug. 2. 


Prejudice by West End customers 


against domestic pictures was blamed 


by the management of the Empire, 


Leicester Square, when it came into 


court charged with defaulting on its 
|} quota of British pictures under the 
Act. Excuse didn’t wash, 


which they have so Films 


far been unable to tap on their own. | though, a fine of $75 plus a further 
This should be set down on the) $59 50 costs being imposed. 


debiting the 
angle, 
the Japs 
opportunity 


credit side for the Japs, 
Another 
one which interests 
siderably, is the 
learning how it’s done, 

acknowledged experts. This 
probably prove another debit 


con- 
for | 
from 
will 
item | 


and the | 


| under 


for the Americans in the future, An- |! 


other aspect which appeals 
industry here is the fact that, 
producing here, gobs of coin can z 


e| 


kept at home, thereby strengthening | 


the home industry. 


On the credit side for the Ameri- 


Empire is Metro’s permanent show 
house, playing big stuff from Culver 
| City in sequence, with local product 
'thrown in as and when necessary 
the act, usually on a second 
feature basis. 


Sydney Wright. defending, alleged 


to od the West End public was hostile to 


British films. Failure of local pro- 
ducers, too, helped to create circum- 
stances beyond the company’s con- 
trol, and they felt disgruntled be- 
cause the Board of Trade would not 


cans is the fact that by producing in| | grant an exemption certificate. 


world distribution of the pic 
offers a channel through which to 
realize coin. Also, because the big 
Jap producers are also exhibs, 
operation with them in producing 


may enable the American cos. par- 
ticipating to get preferential treat- 
ment for their strictly American- 


Lmade product. 


| 


co- | 


| product, 


If the present RKO deal. or the 
Shochiku-20th-Fox proposition, re- 
ported some time ago, reach the ac-| 


tual production stage, it’s a certainty 


suit. There are a large 
indie studios here which would jump 
at the chance to participate 
sort of a deal which would hold 
promise of entry into the foreign 


marts. Coin for the local end of a 
jointly produced film wouldn't be 
hard to get as the woods are full 


of capitalists itching to take a fling 
at the pix biz. 


25%, WAGE INCREASE 
FOR MEX PiC LABOR 


Mexico City, Aug. 10. 
Loeal exhibitors have smoothed 
over labor troubles which brought 


mutterings of a strike by yielding to 


a 25% wage increase. Most cinemas 
have signed with their help on this 
basis. 

Cinematographic workers 
are so pleased that they have for- 


unions 


|gotten, for the time being, their 
yelp that the help get a slice of the 


cinemas yearly income. 


in any | 


of others will follow | the 


number of} 


Charles Raymond, 
ager, said that with two domestic 
productions, the b. o. had taken it on 
the 
$750. House had lost out to competi- 
tors in efforts to book good British 
he stated. Suggestion that 
the company made no serious attempt 
to get good pictures was refuted hy 


| 


pletion, 


AF AL Par, Metro Plan New S. A. Cinemas 


Rio de 
Film house 


August 3 
construction fever has 
hit major producing companies in 
Brazil as Metro and Paramount an- 
nounce new plans fo 


Janeiro 


extension of 


their chains 
iViG M 


capacity 


revealed 
house 


that a 3,000- 
is to be built in Sao 
Paulo and construction is scheduled 
to start before next December, while 


Par announced similar ideas for Rio 
de Janeiro. Warners, although not 
having its own theatre here, has re- 


newed its contract with A. Castro & 
Cia. for the Plaza, where WB has 
been releasing its productions for the 
last 18 months. It had been believed 
that Castro would not be able to get 
WB to renew, due to unfavorable lbo- 


cation of the house, but the recent 
inauguration of the MGM house a 
couple of doors down the way has 


brought biz swarming to the Plaza 
Side street has since become the 
center of the five-o’clock-Saturday- 
dress-parade, an old Rio custom 


Paramount inaugurated its thea- 
tre in Sao Paulo, which was re- 
garded as a snub to Rio. Par was 


firm in its statement that bigger 
was to be gotten in Sao Paulo than 
Rio. But MGM thought differently 
and commissioned the construction 
of the most luxurious pic house in 
Rio. Cine Metro, as the MGM house 
is ‘called, made such a crashing hit 
that Par has now ordered construé- 
tion of a house in Rio. 

Cine Metro owes much of 
cess to the fact that it has become 
the center of reunion of all local 
debutantes and their escorts, and ta 
be at the Metro on Saturday after- 
noon has become the high point of 
elegance. 


Par says that 


biz 


its sue- 


its pic house in Rio 
will have a capacity of around 2,500 
The Alhambra will shortly be torn 
down and an 18-floor building wilt 
be constructed on the same site with 


a cinema on the ground floor. Con- 
struction of the Roxy, just off the 
Copacabana beach, is nearing com- 


while it is announced that a 
total of 131 pic houses are actually 
being constructed in different parts 
of Rio. 


Special Feature Film 


Empire man- | 


| director in 
nose to the tune of $2,500 and /! 


declaring that he could produce cor- | 


respondence proving otherwise. 

Wright, in further battle with a 
Board of Trade official, contended 
failure of British producers 
proved there was antipathy to local 
films. Official said that, apart from 
the Gaumont-British lay-off, he knew 
of no serious diminution of produc- 
tion in this country. 

Giving judgment, the magistrate 
declared the defense had not satis- 
fied him the circumstances were be- 
yond control. 


In the relevant period, the Empire 


played 16.67% British pictures, in- 
stead of the statutory 20%. 

When Sam Eckman, Jr., in com- 
pany with other American distribs, 
submitted evidence to the Moyne 
| Quota Commission last year, mem- 
| bers of the investigating body did 


some grilling on the allegation that 
British quickies were played at the 


| Empire and other West End theatres 
their organized attaches’ demand for | 


in the 


intention of bringing home 
production into disrepute in com- 
parison with American films. Eck- 
man flatly contradicted this. 


Several British pictures have been 


withdrawn from the Empire (as 
from other key London theatres 
following hostile demonstrations by 


the audience. 


‘documentary film producer, 


| majority of churches, 


Programs for Churches; 
Arthur Rank Financing 


London, Aug. 2. 
J. Arthur Rank, money man and 
most of the Charles M. 
Woolf film enterprises, has inter- 
ested himself in the production of 
religious feature films designed to 
bring the picture industry to the 
aid of the church. ° 

Rank is collaborating with Bruce 
Woolfe, chief of Gaumont-British 
Instructional, and John Grierson, 
where- 
equipment will be 
the reach of the 
and G-B witt 
make 26 film programs suitable for 
such edifices. 


by talking film 
brought within 


SNIDER-DEAN GOING 
FOR IMPORTED UNITS 


Sydney, July 29. 
Sam Snider and George Dean, op- 
erators of the largest indie pic chain 
in Australia, are determined to build 
up the flesh-and-blood end of the 
entertainment field here by import- 


ing class attractions from overseas. 
Claim that this will not interfere 


with their present pic policy; cach 
will be run on separate lines throughe- 
out the Commonwealth. 

If try meets with the success hoped 
for, Snider-Dean will seek a 
for a theatre here tuo take 
imported shows. 

At present Snider-De 
Sir Ben Fullei 
and has the C 
junit on its own, 


site 
care of 


an is in with 
Marcus Show, 
and Paul revue 


on the 
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ne And So On Into 1937-38 with WARNER BROS. 


Something to Remember in September! 
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Rupert Hughes in the Middle in 


: Strife Between ALA-SWG and S. P. 





Hollywood, Aug. 10. 
Screen Playwrights, Inc, were ex- 
pected to throw full support behind 
Rupert Hughes at the membership 
meeting tonight (10) in his stand to 


a 





Off Color 


Hollywood, Aug. 10. 
Group of crix staggered out 





| fullest extent with Lloyd Bacon, di- 
{rector of Warners’ 
Dain the 


—— 


Mugss Run for Cover When Connelly 


BALLYING SUBS 


Navy’s Working with Warners 
te Inspire Confidence 


| U. S. 


| 








Hollywood, Aug. 10. 
U. S. Navy is cooperating to the 


‘Submarine D-1,’ 
idea of inspiring public 
confidence in the newest types of 
Uncle Sam’s undersea craft. 

Latest safety devices will figure 
| prominetly in the film to abolish the 








Lets Go at Hughes with Rare Verbiage 





Chowless Xtras 


Hollywood, Aug. 10. 
Players in makeup are barred 


+ 


By DENIS MORRISON 
Hollywood, Aug. 1). 


Welkin bereabouts was sprained 
in several places this last week or 





‘a membership in the Authors’ of Grauman’s Chinese aiter notion that subs are the Navy's from the 20th-Fox lunchroom so af polysyllabic oo + 
oe It’s seen as a move to force preve of Walter Wanger’s || death traps. after 9 a. m. due to the prac- around by such nimble i os 
yo of the Seeetn’. Writers’ ‘Vogues of 1938,’ punch-drunk ——_——__ -—_-—_—_- tice of extras to report on the co aaa a a age! andl 
ona > camel AE ekewreightn with: 319 minutes of super- || |} set and then duck for chow. aan 08 af eer u oP a ba" 000 
ay the court will be asked to enjoin colossal color photography, U. S. STILL COLD ON OK Guards on duty report that eters are ee ee 
sa) Manera? “pon o about tops in color to date, and iaentiad the nbur rule keéne assorted dictionaries and lexicons 
any attempt by the Authors’ League fell into chairs in the Cinegrill ‘ 7 


: torn to pieces by maddened combait- 
to enforce ruling that scenarists 


FOR ALCATRAZ FILM 


them on the production. 











an of the Roosevelt hotel across ants leoking for more words to 
can't hold membership in both ALA wie. wae an 
$P ‘ontend such enforcement Aig : Pe. ; 
= a ve eonstitutional rights oan Seg .» rose-tinted Washington, Au 10 WEISMAN’S $15 000 Technical winner on points was 
ates < £ Ss . as Ss 2 g U. j ‘ f 
violates w ? p count, one of them lamped . Connelly, who speared Hughes right 
subject te review by federal 


and 
judiciary. 


Department continues to 
frown on idea of basing a feature on | 


, ; Justice 
Black and White as first among 








in his breakfast nook with ‘syncre- 


the whiskeys on the liquor list. 


FEE IN FOX MATTER 








P P ’ = - st..’ c as ‘ea “ts es was 

John Lee Mahin, Playwrights’ prez, ‘Clive mee that’ he said Alcatraz prison in San Francisco | — roy hee rome iar Lge sae 
said 138 members would be res The rest spotted it and said, Bay. , s tomes in a frantic search fer un- 
every protection to respect the pro-|| ‘Same, double.’ | With assertion that ‘our policy | The quashing of a claim fer 93,- | . 08 of cynonyens to mk é@ paper 
ducer agreement. Guild board di-| has not changed one particle, At-| 184,184 against Fox Theatres Corp.| * despa? -s . 





rectors meet today (10) also to dis- Meanwhile stooges for both sides 


torney General Cummings last week | by Adolphus E. Burroughs and Elias 


j j i , . ; were rushing up reinforeements and 
cn the He sete: “sly NUOVO MONDO SHERIFF coltvateret resort "tat ine Gov: |. Bons cperiors ofa southern he | tere war more pecllar Hage btn 
that Dudley Niehols, SWG prexy, ernment has broken down and will | atre chain, became known Monday semdind alsaut batten ante oun 
will make an announcement of policy permit Cosmopolitan Productions to | (9) when Milton C. Weisman, Fox : : 





against dual memberships, after con- SALE POSTPONED A WK. turn out picture dramatizing U. S.| receiver, asked Circuit Court Judge could unearth at a logothetes conven: 
ferring with Mare Connolly. ae Devil's Island. Denying any pro-| Martin T. Manton for an additional ee 
Strife between the Authors League a posal of Cosmo plan, Cummings | allowance for his serviees. Weisman. Hughes launched the broadside 
of America and the Screen Play- The sheriff has been stymied, at said that nothing has yet been pro-| revealed that Courtlandt Palmer, early in the week with an open 
wrights, Ine. ower the matter of least for another week, from dis- posed in the way of an Aleatraz| special master, had tossed out the | screed to Luise Sillcox, secretary of 
recognition of either SP or the ALA- | 20Sing of the assets and unattached | gicke, in which the D. J. feels it| huge claim of the theatre chain, due| the Authors’ League of America. 
affiliated Sereen Writers Guild, | 2*9perty of Nuovo Mondo Pictures, | .., cooperate. | chiefty to his, Weisman’s, efforts. The | Before that there had been desultory 
i broke into the open last week after Inc, which has been exhibiting EE EE, OE | claimants alleged the Fox corp. had | firing with one neat broadside de- 
smouldering for the lIast couple of | Itatian-made films in this country . / igs : | defaulted on an agreement to pur-| livered by Dorothy Parker, Screen 
months. Spark that set the whole | for some time. The sheriff was all U $ sword uoes Aug 16: | chase the Burroughs-Boas houses. Writers’ Guild champ word-duelist. 
shebang off was an open letter from | 3et Wednesday (4) to sell to the 4 y | Judge Manton finally allowed Connelly, however, brought the 
Rupert Hughes, SP prez, to Luise | highest bidder the belongings of S | S; $ Directs | Weisman $15.000 ad interim allow-| boys and girls out of the trenches 
Sillcox, ALA secretary, in which he | Nuovo at its offices, 630 9th avenue, N) | van imdn ance for the period of Jan. 12 to and into the open when he let fly 
lanibasted the League in refusing its | N. ¥.. when Federal Judge Vincent sheneieniigne July 13. Weisman had asked for | at Hughes with ‘syncretist.” Vartery 


request for him to give up his mem- 
bership in SP or resign from the 
ALA. 

Morrie Ryskind, SWG member on 
the Coast, next day (Thursday) took 
a full page in Damy Variety to re- 
ply to Hughes and ‘tell him the facts 
of life Mare Connetly, ALA prez, 
also on the Coast on a Metro writing 

ticket... on Friday _(6' _perned. an 
—~answer-te Hughes and-thre-m" erri- 
fered his rebuttal Saturday (7). 
Matter has sinee rested (if it could 
be called that). there. 

Miss Sileex Silent 

Luise Silcox, Authors’ League of 

America secretary, will not answer 


last week’s letter addressed to her 
by Rupert Hughes. Screen Piay- 
wrights prez. Matter will be re- 


ferred to the League council for of- 
ficial action when that body meets 
again. No meeting is scheduled at 


present and nome is likely in the near | 


future, as few council members are 
now in New York. or on the Coast, 
at either of which places the sessions 
must be held. 


Hughes letter, attacking the pres- | 
| creditors 


ent setup of the League and charging 
‘regimentation,” was in answer to a 
communication from Miss Silcox re- 
questing him to give up his Screen 
Playwrights connection or resign 
from the ALA. Hughes refused to 
do either. While Miss Silcox has not 
and doesn’t intend to answer the 
Hughes blast, Mare Connelly, ALA 
prez, answered it with an open letter 
on the Coast and Morrie Ryskind, 
another SWG member, took full 
Page ad in Damy Vartety to ridicule 
the attack. Connelly is expected 
back in New York within a week, 
having completed a Metro writing 
assignment. 

Although Miss Sileox refused to 
comment officially on the Hughes 
leiter, ALA members in New York 
were inclined to shrug off the attack 
as too absurd to warrant answer. 
They claimed it was full of obvious 
misstatements and said that, in any 
Case, the general faults that Hughes 


alleged were in the original ALA | 


constitution, which Hyghes helped 
write and which he signed at the 
time the League was formed. Changes 
in the constitution since then have 
all been to broaden the general 
membership’s powers and make the 
Organization more democratic, it 
claimed. 

Possibility that the Screen Actors 


is 


Guild, with its affiliated bodies in! 


the Four A’s, and the Sereen Di- 


rectors’ Guild might join with the. 


SWG in the battle with the SP is 
discounted at League headquarters 
‘ere. Recognized that the SWG has 
the Sympathy of the various AAAA 


8roups, the SDG and even the In- | 


ternational Alliance of Theatrical 
Stage Employees and the American 
Federation of Musicians, but it’s fig- 


ured highly unlikely that these ties | 
are anywhere near strong enough to | 


being about concerted action, at 
least at this time. In a couple of 
years, according to present trends, 


it's felt joint action might be taken. 
At present, however, only moral and 


Social’ support are likely to be forth- | 


eoming. 


»f 
| not 


| tition 


39-900 Ba dt aba rected 
'a National City Bank note for $10.- 





Leibell put a temporary stop to it. 

On Tuesday (3) three creditors 
the film firm decided they had 

been done right by Nuovo 
Vionde and filed an involuntary pe- 
in bankruptcy against the 
corp. These petitioners included 
Leon Fromkess, as assignee of Joe | 
Brandt, of Beverely Hills. From- | 
kess claims Nuovo obtained loans of | 


063 for the alleged bankrupt that | 
Brandt was not compensated for | 
laying out $1,000 for traveling ex- 


penses to Italy. The Fromkess claim | 
alone totals $20,963. Other petition- | 
ing creditors are Leo Seligman, for- | 
mer director, treasurer and general | 
manager of Nuovo who wants to be} 
paid $3,333 for salary and loans he 
claims are due him. The third pe- 
titioner creditor Salvatore Di 
Genero, who claims the corporation 
owes him $712 in tilm sale commis- 
sions. 


is 


In their petition the three com- | 
plain that Nuovo, although insol- 
vent, showed preference to other 


by permitting the sheriff 
to carry out executions of judg- 
ments obtained within the past four 
months. These preferred creditors, 
according to the petitioners are: 
Consolidated Films Industries, Inc., 
to which Nuovo owed $5,847; Delux 
Laboratories, Inc., $2,089, and Du 
Art Film Laboratories, creditor for 
$1853. 

Judge Leibell appointed Joseph IL 
Carroll, 53 East 93rd street, as tem- 
porary receiver under a bond of 


ane" .eanore Grittin, 


Hollywood, Aug. 10. 
Universal's production of ‘Mightier 
Than the Sword’ skeded to get 


is 


the gun next Monday (16) with Ed- | 
Sylvan | 


mund Grainger producing, 


Simon directing and Kent Taylor 


| im the male lead. 


Film, which is Simon’s _ initial 
megging assignment, will be made 
from_an original b*. William.Rankin 
scripted “Dy” 
Robert T. Shannon and Bruce Man- 
ning. 





Frances Mercer Coasts 


For Pic, Radio Chores | 


Hollywood, Aug. 10. 


Frances Mercer is here from New 


York for screen tests and to talk ra- 
dio deals. 

Thrush is daughter of Sid Mercer, 
New York sports seribe. 
audition for the fall program of the 


RKO's Golf Tourney a Free-for-All: 
Free Prizes to All Who Showed Up 


Around 100 assorted divot-diggers 
tore up the Fenway C.C. (White 
Plains, N. Y.) course Wednesday 
(4) in RKO’s fifth annual golf tour- 
ney. By the time it was over, Fen- 





$5,000. The stay on the sheriff is 
good for 10 days from the date of 


ithe filing of the petition. 


Nuovo Mondo is the outfit Joe | 
Brandt (ex-Columbia Picts)  fi- | 
nanced to distribute Italian pix in 
the U. S. 


Canova Trio Spotted 


In Par’s ‘Romance’ Pic 


Hollywood, Aug. 10. 

Paramount's ‘Summer Romance’ | 

got started yesterday (Monday ) with | 
George Archainbaud directing. 

Judy, Anne and Zeke Canova, | 

Florida cracker trio, have been as- 

signed a featured spot as a result of | 


their toil in ‘Artists and Models.’ 











Modern’s ‘New Earth’ 


‘The New Earth, Japanese pic 
costing more than a million yen, will 


be distributed in the U. S. early in. 
Film Corp., | 


Modern 
acquired the 


the 
which 
rights 
Feature, also titled ‘Daughter of 
Samurai,’ stars Setsuko Hara, most 
popular contemporary Japanese film 
actress. and Sessue Hayakawa. 


fall by 
has 


HARARI FRAMES ‘CASINO’ 
Hollywood, Aug. 10. 


Robert Harari has stepped into 
the Warner writing department. 
He will write the original and 


screenply for *Casino,” 


American | 


way was a replica of Gettysburg, the 
was filled with 
plates, napkins and celery, and al- 
most everybody walked home with 


a prize. It appeared, in fact, that 
there were more prizes than en- 
trants—certainly more prizes than 
golfers. 


swimming pool 


RKO tournament this year was a 
Kickers’ handicap, in which the en- 
trants set their own handicaps and 
then abided by a number picked out 
of a hat as the winning net score. 
Some of the handicaps the boys took 
sounded like the Roxy’s theatre 
gross, but even then they didn’t 
give themselves all the best of it. 
By the time most of them got to 
the third tee, they were already 
figuring out alibis. 

Fenway, originally Fenimore, is a 
pretty course, but the majority of 
the duffers didn’t get much chance 
to see the scenery. The sandtraps 
were too deep. 


Players also were permitted io; 
keep their own scores, which plus | 
| their own denoted handicaps, was 


self-inflicted punishent on 
awards committee. Maurice Golden, 
vaude producer, took 16 strokes com- 
ing out of one standtrap, but 
claimed a short 10. Harry Romm, 
who is always quick on percentages, 
claimed interference every time a 
caddy talked, even though the lat- 
ter was three fairways away. From 
the way some of the kiddies were 
hitting into the trees, it looked as 


Conn studio with Marshall Neilan di- 
-recting.. Formerly wastagged, ‘Don’t, 





She will | 





the | 





$20,000. 


7 t ‘ . 7 7 
Tomlin’s ‘Listening 
Hollywood, Aug, 10. 
Pinky Tomlin musical titled 
‘Thanks for Listening’ gets the start- 
ing signal today (Tues.) at Maurice 


Falf ji Love” 

Also launched today was ‘Trooper | 
X-13, featuring Frankie Darro, with 
Les Goodwins megging. 





Open the Oat Bags 


Holly wood, Aug. 10. 
Next Buck Jones production at 
Universal goes before the camevas | 
tomorrow (Wednesday) with Muriel 
Evans cast in the top femme spot. 
Ray Taylor directs from screen 
play by Frances Guihan, based on 
novel by Forrest Brown. 


} 
though they were shooting for birds | 


nests instead of par. | 

The J. J. Murdock cup, which is | 
supposed to become the permanent 
property of the player winning three 
successive RKO tournaments, was 
certainly safe this year. Ten duffers 
came in with a net of 80, the num- 
ber picked by Major L. E. Thomp- 
son. They were Dave Canavan, 
Roger Murrel, Ralph Rolan, Ed G. 





(Ted) Lauder, Harry Brandt, Sam | 
Rinzler, Harold Rodner, Milton | 
Cohen, Sam Rosen and Morris 
White. 


Prizes also went to the winners | 
and best putters in each foursome, 
with the result that 53 awards in | 
alt were officiaily passed oui. Aa-| 
other dozen or so were picked up| 
from under the speakers’ table by | 
lads who didn’t want to go home | 
empty-handed. 

As usual, gags were plentiful dur- | 
ing the course of the tourney, but | 
absent at the dinner which followed. 
Pete Mack was assigned to Herb 
Yates, and the latter could take only 
about five holes of the ex-agent’s 
dialectic caddying. Plus this, Freddie 
Myers, who chairmaned the tour- 


| completely metagrabolized him 


after 





ney, set a band on the first tee to 
send the boys off with musical 
trappings, 
eral of the players blew up. 
Milton Berle was recruited 
at the dinner, of which 
Levy was toastmaster, but the p.a. 
system went dead before the comic 
could get started and that’s where 
the comedy ended. Some of the 
boys tried to stir up their own spe- 
cial kind of laughs by throwing 


gage 
Zags 


for | 
Jules | 





things, such as rolls, plates, wet nap- 
kins, etc., but that comedy was con- 
fined to the kindergarten 
graduates. 


otfice was thrown into complete con- 
fusion as ‘syncretist’ whistled into 
the window and lav there sizzling 
in the middle of the floor with 
muggs scrambling for the exits. 
Finally a stalwart halberdier of 
the Variery -platoon had a _ rush 
of ideas to the head. Before this 
he 
to the 40-pound Webster and, 
dusting off the layers, this 
weapon reduced ‘syneretist’ to a 
mess of harmless monosytiables that 
sputtered innocuously awhile and 
then jumped into the editor's lap 
Variery has put in a claim for this 


ran 


| year’s Poo-Poolitzer’s prize fer be- 
_ing the first newspaper to capture 


‘syneretist’ alive and define it, which 
was done as follows: 


‘Syncretism—The union or at- 


tempted union of conflicting parties 
| or 


principles. In philosophy, sya- 
cretism designates a careless or il- 
logical eclecticism.’ 

Ye, as simple as that! 

Only trouble was, Hughes thought 
Connelly’s gun was loaded. 

Chief Logomach Hughes retired 
behind a network of barbed loge- 
griphs over the weekend te reform 
his paragraphs and recruit a new 
regiment of perorations. Meanwhile, 
the $1,000-a-week hoplites of the 
Hollywood literati were shivering on 
their yachts, etc. 

And old Lazarus Producer? 
Lazarus Laughed—as uswal. 


Principal Attaches 
Kendis’ ‘Rackets’ Pic 


On claim that Jay Dee Kay is a 
California corp and J. D. Kendis, iis 
president, is a resident of Holly- 
wood, Joseph Klein, general man- 
ager of Principal Pictures, was 


Well, 








| granted a warrant of attachment on 


‘Crusades Against Rackets’ yester- 


| day (Tuesday) from N. Y. Supreme 


Court Justice Timothy J. Leary, The 
court order also tied up any other 
property belonging to defendant in 
N. Y. state. 

Jay Dee Kay Productions, Inc. and 
Kendis were named Friday (6) ia 
N. Y. supreme court im a breach of 
contract suit by Principal Filey Ex- 
change, Inc., in connection with the 
distribution of the pieture ‘Crusade 
Against Rackets, currently on its 
first run at the Gaiety, N. Y. Ptain- 
tiff charges Jay Dee Kay and Kendis 
ran out on agreement after plaintiiT 
had arranged contract for showing 
of picture at the Gaiety. Swit is to 


; | recover $5,000 which principal claims 
with the result that sev-/; 


as its share of gross taken on pic- 
ture’s first week run. 
Plaintiff avers 


it entered agree- 
ment with Kendis July 22, under 
which Principal was to have sole 


distributing rights of the picture in 
N. Y. and New Jersey. Claim Kendis 


only supplied one positive which 
was furnished to the Gaiety and 
refused to furnish additional reels 


for other houses as per agreement. 


| Also charges plaintiffs appropriated 
under- | 


Gaiety contract and repudiated 
contract with Principal. 


its 
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PREPARE YOUR 


HOLD-OVER ADS 
NOW! 


A tip to all theatres based on the first Popular © 


Hold-overs just announced: PITTSBURG; SALT LAKE CITY; 


Price engagements! BUFFALO; WASHINGTON, D. C.; LOS ANGELES playing 


2nd week at two theatres day and date. More on the way! 


“The Good Earth” is a positive extended-run 


hit. Hold open plenty of extra time! 


P.§. Thanks Los Angeles; Oklahoma City; Mountain, Michigan; Salt 
Lake City; Alexandria, Minn; Buffalo; Albany; Pittsburgh and others 
for those swell campaigns. We're gratified that our 38-page Exploitation 
Manual of tried and proven Roadshow campaigns is proving so helpful. 
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is Lefty's Am Show Comes Off Big 


By Joe Laurie, Jr. 





Coolacres, Cal., Aug. 10, 
Dear Joe: 

Well our dancing school show was a knockout. I hardly could recognize 
the house because that’s the first time I ever saw it full of people. We 
always thought there was an echo in the place but I guess the sound equip- 
ment was put in for full houses. Sound equipment for theatres that: run 
double features like mine should just reach two rows. Anyway it was 
the first real dough me and Aggie have seen since we bought this tomato 
surprise. It's.a funny thing—here I’m supposed to be a picture theatre 
operator and instead of making dough from pictures I gotia make it from 
my dancing school. 

A lot of the kids’ relatives tried to chisel in for free because they were 
relations. Two guys tried to get in on one ticket because thev were half- 
brothers. I had a little trouble with the mothers of the kids because they 
all wanted to sit in the front row so I give ’em some fast talk about mak- 
ing the kids nervous so they all came backstage instead. I never tripped 
over so many mothers since I played with the Gus Edwards act. 


Aggie made the kids up swell but their moms had to put some more | 
stuff on their pusses to make ’em look like actors and actresses—they fin- | 


All the | 


ished up looking like a set of Charlie McCarthy’s understudies. 
kids danced just a little off-time but I had a hot piano player and he cov- 
ered it up swell.. The banker was a hit until he started to talk: then he 
lost his voice. 
I guess his vocal cords are just trained to say ‘no. A half-wit by the 
name of Golden was supposed to play a trombone and instead he puts over 
a sneaker on me and announces that he has a new kind of bazooka made 
out of a broom handle, funnel, dish pan and pump. 
but nothing came out. He said he must have forgotten something. 
Anyway Vic, who was m.c., covered it swell by saying ‘Silence is Golden’ 
—sort of homemadey but not bad for an ad lib. 


guy's name was Golden or it wouldn’t fit. It got a laugh though: every- 


I'll bet that’s the first thing that guy ever lost in his life. | 


It was a swell idea | 


It’s a good thing the | 





thing got laughs, even the things that shouldn’t. 


One kid of 14 sang. Her 


mother told me she took lessons from the best singing teacher in Cali- 


fornia. 


Well the kid reminded me of the cat that thought it could sing 


just because it ate a canary. But her relatives put her over big. 


Vic did a swell job as m.c. 
member such old gags. 
don’t listen to the radio very much. 
the town nuts about him. Aggie sez 
on himself too; he thinks ‘Hail, Hail, 


make plenty of dough with him if he don’t eat himself. outta shape. 
favorite perfume is Liver and Bacon. 
Aggie told him not to call her mom so now he calls her Toots and I gotta | 


I don’t know how a guy so young cun re- 
But they were new to the natives. 


I guess they 
This kid Vic has got the dames of 
he is a sexpert. He’s a little stuck 
the Gang’s All Here’ is a solo. I'll 
His 
He’s a little fresh but a good kid. 


watch her like a hawk so she don’t put no ground glass in his food. 


Well it certainly feels good to handle some real dough. 


We didn’t de- 


posit it because the banker would think we're making money...so after 
Aggie got herself some new scenery she put the rest away in her grouch 
bag and was it surprised...it ain’t had any company since the Gus Sun 
time, I got myself_a_nair of new kennels for my dogs and they must. be 


—trade-orreUf-mee askin because they sure squeals .<i-pubed-$ atu 7e-on-+ 70: 


Vic and he thinks it’s a new gag. If I can keep him like that I’m okay. 
Best to the boys and girls on the Main Stem and we hope they're keeping 


up the interest on those Simpson Slips. 


Your 


P. S. Vie knows quite a lot about horses and showed me a system that | 
sounds like we can make paupers outta the bookies. 


when I find out more about it. 


-_ — 


The Girls 


By MARIAN SQUIRE 


It’s ladies day at the Paramount, 
with Phil Spitalny’s all girl band 
and glee club—and nice going for 
the film addict in a week that in- 
cludes ‘Artists and Models.’ Opening 
with a musical comedy scene to end 


all m.c. scenes including ballet girls, 
fan dancers, ponies, show girls and 
seven sets of scenery directed by the 
Yacht Club Boys—the hilarity 
mounts from there. 


Mary Livington will have to keep 
an eye on her legal sidekick now 
that he’s been revealed in his true 
colors—a Romeo, no less. They even 
unveil the Benny stems at the finish | 
and, besides being a very funny fel- 
low, he can wear tights! 


Travis Banton, responsible for cos- 
tumes, goes gay with Gail Patrick’s | 
draperies, giving her hats that bring 
out all the ‘Good God, what next?’ 
in aman. Tiny pillbox effects with 
feathers rising straght up in the air, 
the more conservative reaching the 
height of a foot or so—but failing to 
disturb Miss Patrick's serenity. 

Ida Lupino—the girl who fakes | 
social register to give her a job, and 
her man—falls heir to flowers and 
feathers in the wardrobe depart- 
ment. One evening cape, composed 
entirely of puffy blossoms, gets 
dunked in a swimming pool. The 
last costume. as Queen of the Artists 
and Models ball in all feathers (os- 
triches, please note), except for the 
rhinestones that make up the bodice. 
(When Miss Lupino is doing ‘social 
register’ someone could remind her 
that there is an ‘h’ in words like 
‘when,’ ‘where’ and ‘what’.) 

Judy Canova makes her initial) 
appearance in a tub full of suds, a la | 
Dietrich, but there the resemblance | 
abruptly ends, and Judy spends the | 
rest of her time contributing to the | 
Seneral gaiety with the haywire as- 
sistance of Ben Blue. 

Counie Boswell does the starred 
ballad in a girlish white frock, most 
becomingly loaded down with tiny | 
Net ruftles. If Martha Raye keeps} 
ou looking as pretty as she did in} 
the high-yaller make-up for ‘Public | 





Eye View 


Sez 
Pal, 
Lefty. 


Will let you in on it 


Melody Number One,’ they'll have 
to stop kidding the Raye face. 
Spitalny’s Musical Brunets 

Phil Spitalny’s girls are an eye- 
soothing picture in ankle-length, 
white satin, with touches of red. The 
femme outfit should make the dark- 
haired sisters hold their long-neg- 
lected heads a little higher. The at- 
tractive orchestra is more than 90% 
sable-tressed—or maybe its  be- 
cause Maestro Spitalny found that 
brunets are easier to handle. At any 
rate, the dark heads and white 
gowns are most effective. 

The ‘Three Little Words’ go to 
town with an operatic version of 
’Frankie and Johnnie’—and Maxine, 
Spitalny’s soloist, does her stuff in 
a very feminine white chiffon, float- 
ing over a rose slip. Floating, but 
not so floating that it disguises her 
figure. 
Adrian’s Hats, 

Virginia Bruce, as the society wife 
who keeps her’ doctor-husband 
(Franchot Tone? up all night, and 
Maureen O'Sullivan the nurse 
who wishes she wouldn't. get most 
of designer Adrian's attention 
‘Between Two Women. Maureen 
wears hospital uniform throughout 
most of the film, but the outfit is so 
becoming she shouldn't mind. A lot 
of nurses would be happier if they 
had Adrian to design their caps. 

Fither Adrian has changed his 
style in this opus, or Miss Bruce 
hasn't been keeping her appoint- 
ments with Mme. Syivia. She's not 


Miss Bruce's Figger 


as 


as sylph-like as she’s been in recent’ 


offerings. As she spends a lot of 
time in the hospital, she gets to wear 
many fluffily becoming negtigees, 
but it’s in the fitted evening gowns 
that the change in silhouette jis no- 
ticed. 

Complications 
selves out. with 
conveniently getting 
Tone sees the light about his but- 
terily wife and it ends with Fran- 
chot and Maureen in a disinfected 
clinch in the hospital. 

‘San Quentin’ Quite Masculine 

The atmosphere is anything but 
feminine as the Strand, with Pat 
O'Brien dynamically bossing the 


straighten them- 
Maureen's husband 


himself killed. ! 





prison yard at ‘San Quentin’—con- 
vict riots, prison escapes and a 
couple of juicy car crashes con- 
nected with the latter. 


intelligent and decorative Ann Sher- 
idan, who is also vocally pleasing in 
the night club sequence. White 
satin seems to be the whitehaired 
material for evening gowns at the 
moment, and Miss Sheridan’s back 
can well stand for halter style she 
wears as the night club crooner. 

After going through a lot of 
trouble with her convict brother 
(Humphrey Bogart)—in neatly tai- 
| lored suits—she wins O’Brien, which 
seems to make up for her previous 
distress—as it should. 

The villain, Barton McLane, is in 
again. And what a villain! Garry 
Owen holds his own among some 
| swell performances, with his job as 
a religious maniac. 








‘Souls at Sea’ a Chiller 

| If you’re in a mood to have your 
blood curdled, ‘Souls at Sea’ will do 
a neat job of it. Better not take 
Junior if he’s inclined to be nervous. 


ter which overtakes the good ship 
William Brown, with things falling 
| off the ship, mashing people, as it 
explodes here and there. 

Frances Dee and Olympe Bradna 
| supply the love interest for Gary 
\ly, with the happy ending reserved 
for Cooper and Miss Dee. 

Costumes are the tight-waisted, 
billowing skirts of the late ’80s, and 
| the gowns are more becoming to 
| Miss Dee than the coiffure—those 
| are an awful lot of curls for a 


| at her best in a heart-shaped bon- | 


net, lined with tiny lace ruffles— 
what girl wouldn’t be? Anyway, the 
| ruffles on the girls’ costumes are 
| the only froth in the picture, the 
rest being rugged sea 
rugged! 

Henry Wilcoxon, as Miss 
| slave-trading —brother,. makes 
y. a> villyin- as" ord: ahve - te 
meet. You'll probably recognize a 
few faces that haven’t been seen 


as 





; around so much lately—Monte Blue, | 


Feminine touch is supplied almost | 
entirely and most satisfactorily by | 


Hollywood Runaround 


By Radie Harris 





Hollywood, Aug. 10. 
Fave story of the week: Hollywood, with its penchant for improving 
| everything, is now making Gypsy- Rose Lee (Seemore Seemore to you!> 
wear padded chests for her role of the Sultana in ‘Ali Baba Goes to 
Town’! 

Metro is planning a remake of ‘Shopworn Angel,’ with Joan Crawford 
and Jimmy Stewart in the roles played originally in the silent version 
(Paramount) by Nancy Carroll and Gary Cooper. 

Fred Finkelhoffe and John Monks, co-authors of ‘Brother Rat,’ here for 
Seiznick-International, have switched their original idea for a musical 
| picture based on college life to a serious angle with no boola-boola or 
| Jack Oakie in a single reel of footage. 
| Sidney Howard is trying to snare Ethel Barrymore for an important 
role in his forthcoming Theatre Guild opus, ‘Ghost of Yankee Doodle.’ 
Elizabeth Young, Donn Cook and Dudley Digges have already been spotted 
for feature parts. 

George Gershwin’s ‘American in Paris’ ballet will be immortalized 
the ‘Goldwyn Follies’ at a cost of $147,000 for seven minutes’ footage. 

It happens in Hollywood...once in a lifetime. Horace MacMahon arrived 
here Jan. 21 purely on spec. The very next day he started working at 
Paramount. Since then he has worked at five other major companies 





in 


| with not a single day’s layoff in between. 
} Now that Madge Evans has obtained her release from Metro, she is in 





the market for a Broadway stage vehicle. Miss Evans hasn't been seen 


! 
|‘in person, NOT a motion picture,’ since ‘Phillip Goes Forth’ (1928). 
No calamity is left out of the disas- | 
| 


While the search is still on for Scarlett O’Hara and Rhett Butler, Laura 
Hope Crewes is quietly being considered for the part of Aunt Pitty Pat. 

Muriel Hutchinson, the reason gentlemen prefer blondes, has been 
making tests in a dark wig for the femme lead opposite Fredric March 
in ‘The Buckaneer.’ 

When Merle Oberon returns from London, will find that Sam 
Goldwyn is planning to launch her on a new career as a comedienne. 

Just as ‘The Thin Man’ took Myrna Loy out of the ‘Nubi, me good girl’ 
type of characterization, so ‘Honeymoon in Reno,’ a gay comedy by 
Donald Ogden Stewart, will serve the same purpose for the exotic Oberon. 

Joe Mankiewicz, whose favorite actress off screen is Loretta Young, is 
trying to persuade Darryl Zanuck to loan her to him to play opposite 


she 


Spencer Tracy or Paul Muni in the talker revival of ‘He Who Geis 
Slapped.’ 
Walter Wanger was so pleased with Irving Cummings’ direction of 


‘Vogues of 1937’ that he is paging him again to wield the megaphone on 
‘Arabian Nights.’ 

If Metro and Freddie Bartholomew don’t come to terms soon on their 
current salary squabble, the studio will have to forfeit a $100,000 option 
to the Rudyard Kipling estate for ‘Kim,’ which lapses Oct, 1. The collosal 
job of adaptation is now in the hands of John Lee Mahin, with Sir Cedric 


| Hardwicke already cast for the role of the ‘High Lama.’ 


stuff—but | 


| 


| Harry Carey and Tully Marshall all | 


| contribute bits to ‘Souls at Sea.’ 
Preem Fashions 


| Jules Brulatour, arrived at the Globe | 


|in time to make the opening of 


‘Souls at Sea’ official. Contrary to 
| reports that Miss Hampton had gone 
| blonde in anticipation of her pic- 
| ture career she wore her character- 
| istie pinkish-orange tresses. Also 

characteristically, she was dressed 
| entirely in white, but departed from 

‘Hampton formula by wearing a 
i street-length frock and a 


|in ‘Merry-Go-Round’ 


tiny, | 


| jockey-cap effect hat, with a long | 


visor, 
| Otherwise celebrities were prac- 


| tically nil, the westward and Euro- | 


|pean treks having about cleaned 


‘them out of Manhattan. 
There was the usual crowd 
'thronging the lobby ‘eyeing each | 


| other, suspecting each other of be- 
|ing famous people, and not noting 
, the entrance of Lee Shubert, Jack 
|Cohn, Herbert Wilcox and other out- 
of-the-limelight gentlemen of impor- 
tance. 

| Few of the feminine division both- 
ered with soup and fish, but those 


| who did presented a miniature fash- | Revel, Don Ameche, Benny Goodman, Sigmund Romberg, Robert Benchley, 


ion show. A brunet in regal white 
lace, and a graceful blonde in sheer 
| starched 


chiffon redingote over 
matching pearl gray taffeta slip 
caused the most neck-craning. Quite 


a bit of sheer black around, 
more of those hats with the 
spread of a droopy umbrella than 
have been seen around all summer. 


and 


mitting offended citizens to use a 
hammer (maybe just a small one) 
on the well-coiffed heads of ladies 
who don’t remove them in theatres. 





‘Stella Dallas’ a Sob Seiree 
Added to their duties of scraping 
chewing gum from seats, the Music 
Hall cleaners will have considerable 
|}mopping up to do, if the dripping 
handkerchiefs on view at the finish 
ef ‘Stella Dallas’ is any gauge. The 


Bob Montgomery denies the premature announcement that he will start 


Dee’ ' rehearsals in the Rowland Stebbins production, ‘Merely Murder,’ in Sep- 
ee s | 


tember. Plans are too dependent on his working schedule out here to 
give Stebbins any definite date. In the meantime, there is a strong possi- 
Sette: yer 3 soorr ashe Aiaisbes -bis—prese. cesignoment.in, “Live, dapyt, 
and Learn’ he will move his makeup box to Hal Roach for a top spot in 
‘Road Show,’ Lewis Milestone directing. 

Charles R. Rogers turned actor this week for the Universal Newsreel 
closeup of Charlie Macarthy signing his new U contract. 

The femmes in New York, who are dusting off the red velvet carpet 
for Bob Taylor’s arrival next week, are due for a big disappointment. 


| Ts * arrives ¢ s > Li on the same day. 
Hope Hampton and her husband, | Taylor arrives and pulls out for London on the same y 


Mary Miles Minter is opening an interior decorating shop bearing her 
own tag on her own property on Beverly Boulevard, 

Shirley Booth, here with her husband, Ed Gardner, enroute for a vaca- 
tion in Honolulu, is being deluged with picture offers. 

Joy Hodges, Charles Wendling’s discovery, who makes her screen debut 
(U) has been nabbed for the new Kaufman-Hart 
musical, ‘Hold Your Hats, Boys.’ 

Before training east to play a week's engagement with Raymond Moore 
at the Cape Cod Play House, Michael Loring auditioned for Billy Rose. 

Helen Hayes, Charles MacArthur and litthke Mary have checked into a 
bungalow at the Beverly Hills hotel. 

On the preview cards at ‘Dead End,’ Sam Goldwyn had queried, ‘Have 
you any suggestions to make to me?’ Among the hundreds that came back 
was one that answered, ‘Yes, be kind to your mother, Sammy.’ 

Scenes in a Day 

Social high spot of the week was the huge party that Flo Haley threw 
to celebrate Jack’s natal day. Among the guests who crowded the Haley 
menage on Roxbury Drive were the Wally Beerys, Pat O’Briens, Oscar 
Hammersteins, Dick Powells, Bing Crosbys, Eddie Cantors, Bob Youngs, 
Laurence Schwabs, Sidney Lanfields, Fred Kohlmars, Albert Eschners, 


| Billy Gaxtons, Walter Winchells, Charles R. Rogers, Joe Breens, Burns 


wing | 


and Allen, Abe Lyman, Patsy Kelly, Alice Faye, Al Hall, Ann Sothern, 
Phil Baker, Victor Moore, Benny Rubin, Ginger Rogers and Gordon and 
Revel. 

The Anti-Nazi League dinner-dance at the Ambassador turned out to 
be a huge sucess due to the untiring efforts of Donald Ogden Stewart 
and Johnny Green and an array of talent that included Judy Garland, Ben 
Blue, Frances Langford, Virginia Verrill, Jimmy Durante, Gordon and 


Charles Butterworth, Reginald Gardner, and Joe Lewis, who m.c.’d the 
show...applauding from the sidelines were the Harry Warners, Harry 
Rapfs, Gale Sondegaard, Dorothy Parker, Alan Campbell, Margot Grahame, 
Rian James. Gloria Stuart, Arthur Kober, Parkyakarkas, Thelma Leeds, 
the Ralph Blums, Betty Kern, Manning Sherwin and the Lewis Milestones. 


line to Mrs, Post. She would tell | white gowns, besprinkled with huge 


_them that brides receive best wishes, | blue flowers, making grandpa sigh 


‘ _But there should be some law per- | 
1 ! 


not congratulations. Chivalry is not | for the good old days. 


dead—at least on paper—and no’ Quaintness takes a back seat in the 
matter how hard the little lady might | cakewalk number—half the Rock- 
have worked to achieve the state of | ettes in tight black satin, trousers 


matrimony, the social assumption is 


; { and bright red tail coats, their part- 
that it’s the groom who is the lucky 


ners in white satin dresses, short-in- 


guy. Brides are congratulated both | the-front, long-in-the-back—the bet- 
in ‘Stella Dallas’ and in ‘Between | ter to kick their orange ruffles in a 
| Two Women’ — by people who modernized cakewalk, 


, wouldn't be apt to do go.) 


feminine Niagara may be excused on | 


‘does a grand job of the common, 
heroie mother. And Anne Shirley, 
who has yet to give a mediocre per- 
formance, tops all previous efforts as 
‘Laurel.’ 

Stella’s odd taste in 
scarcely pointed until 


is 
action 


clothes 
the 


the grounds that Barbara Stanwyck | 


; Cora Greene (late substitute for 
But with all the excellent acting Hazel Diaz) defies ‘Negro Heaven’ in 


‘Stella Dallas’ is probably the best)4 Green Pastures scene, wearing a 
sob soiree since ‘Little Women.’ | long, tight slinky black ‘gown, that 
Audience reaction note:-Gals look. looks like sheer patent leather, but 
wistful, and men laugh heartily at‘ probably isn’t. 
Stella’s old-fashioned morals, in the : . — —— 
beginning of the film. Which prob- 
ably proves something or other. 
Rockettes from Dixie 
With a Down South motif, the 
Rockettes make their entrance in an 


‘KIM’ TECH ADVISOR 
Hollywood, Aug. 10. 

Luker 

| Ashby, co-author with Roger Whatee- 


Metro has signed. Lillian 


reaches the present day. Opening in applause-winning set—a Colonial 

the time of ‘Margie’ and ‘Dardanella,’ | mansion on elevated stage with fig- | ly of ‘My India,” as technical ad- 
Stella’s clothes don’t look much ures artistically arranged about the | visor on ‘Kim.’ 

fussier than _others. Little Anne | columned porch, wearing pastel cos- Kipling yarn has been designated 
wears her girlishly simple frocks tumes of a Gone-with-the-Wind day. | . 

pe: =, ie . , eax as a Freddie Bartholomew starrer 
with unself-conscious grace. Appearing through huge daisies 


(By the way, if Hollywood is still 
interested in detail, it might drop a 


at 
stage level, the Rockettes live up to 
their pictorial reputation in ruffled 


to be produced by Louis D. Light- 


ton. 
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The sixth day starts off again at 
a smash pace—48739 tickets sold 
in first thirty minutes! 


1P.M. 


They’re standing 10 deep in, 
back as ticket booths continue 
to sell against a packed house! 


2 P.M. 


The first show breaks -7.thou- 
sands pour out and yet eager 
thousands pour in to get their 
| share-af-this gccatertertainment!. ie 


3 P.M. 


Is there no stopping this push-) 
ing, pulling throng? We're $875 
"ahead of the record figures of 
last Friday! 








4P.M. 


Whoever thought we'd pass 
the 15,000 admission mark so 
‘early in the day..c’mon ‘Stella’! 


3S P.M. 


How that girl draws them in! 
We're now $1105 ahead of 
Friday...whew...sorry to sign off 
but this ad must go to press! 








f 


STELLA DALLAS 


Samuel Goldwyn presents 





«» BARBARA STANWYCK 
JOHN BOLES - ANNE SHIRLEY 


5 
ALAN HALE * BARBARA O'NEIL © Written by OLIVE HIGGINS ——e 
Dramatization by HARRY WAGSTAFF GRIBBLE and GERTRUDE PURCELL) : 


Directed by KING VIDOR «© Released thru UNITED ARTISTS 


Held Over 2nd Week Radio City Music Hall! 


To 
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PICTURES VARIETY 31 
— — Ss -~ = 
(For information of theatre and film exchange bookers, Vaxiety presents a complete chart of feature releases of all the American distributing companies for 
the current quarterly pertod. Date of the reviews as given in Variety and the running time of prints are inciuded.) 
COPYRIGHT, 1937, BY VARIETY, INC. ALL RIGHTS RESERVED 
o— a 
WEEK WHEN 
OF TITLE PRODUCER DISTRIB. TYPE TALENT DIRECTOR TIME REVIEWED 
RELEASE MINS. BY VARIETY 
6/25/37 DEVIL IS DRIVING Col Cel Melodrama R. Dix-Joan Perry H. Lachman 69 7/7 
F GIRLS CAN PLAY Ralph Cohn Col Comedy J. Wells-C. Quigley L. Hillyer 69 6/30 
SWEETHEART OF THE NAVY B. F. Zeidman GN Comedy Eric Linden-C. Parker D. Mansfield 63 7/7 
CAPTAINS COURAGEOUS L. D. Lighton MGM Svectacle F. Bartholomew-Spencer Tracy V. Fleming 115 5/19 
LAST TRAIN FROM MADRID G. M. Arthur Par Drama L. Ayres-D. Lamour J. Hogan 85 6/23 
YOU CAN’T BEAT LOVE Robert Sisk RKO Rom-Com P. Foster-J. Fontaine C. Cabanne 60 6/30 
A LAW MAN IS BORN A. W. Hackel Rep Western J. M. Brown-I. Meredith Sam Newfield G1 7/7 
SING AND BE HAPPY M. H. Feld 20th Musical J. Davis-A. Marin H. Lehrman 67 6/23 
LOVE IN A BUNGALOW E. M. Asher U Rom-Com N. Grey-K. Taylor Ray McCarey 67 7/7 
ANOTHER DAWN WB WB Rom-Dr K. Francis-E. Flynn W. Dicterle 73 6/23 
7/2/37 A FIGHT TO THE FINISH R. Cohn Col Action D. Perry-R. Keith Cc. C. Coleman 58 7/7 
ONE MAN JUSTICE H. L. Decker Col Western C. Starrett-B. Weeks Leon Barsha 
ROARING TIMBER R. Flothow Col Outdoor Jack Holt-G. Bradley Phil Rosen 67 7/14 
RIDERS OF THE ROCKIES Ed Finney GN Western Tex Ritter R. N. Bradbury 
THE EMPEROR’S CANDLESTICKS J. Considine MGM Rom-Dr Powell-Rainer G. Fitzmaurice 95 6/30 
THIRTEENTH MAN Lon Young Mono Mystery W. Heyburn-I. Courtney W. Nigh 8/4 
MIDNIGHT MADONNA E. Cohen Par Melodrama W. William-M. Correll J. Flood 56 7/21 
FORLORN RIVER Par Par Western L. Crab=o-June Martel C. Barton 55 
NEW FACES OF 1937 Edward Small RKO Musical M. Berle-J. Penner-H. Hilliard Leigh Jason 105 7/7 
SLAVE SHIP N. Johnson 29th Svectacle W. Baxter-W. Beery-E. Allen Tay Garnett 90 6/23 
DARK JOURNEY V. Saville UA Drama C, Veidt-V. Leigh-J. Gardner V. Saville 
I COVER THE WAR Trem Carr U Drama J. Wayne-D. Barclay-G. Gaze A. Lubin 69 7/7 
SINGING MARINE L. Edelman WB Musical D. Powell-D. Weston Ray Enright 105 7/7 
7/9/37 THE TWO OF US Gainsborough G8 Rom-Com J. Hulbert-Gina Malo Lynn Shores 
' THE SHADOW STRIKES Alexanders GN Mystery R. LaRecque-L. Anders G. Seitz 61 7/14 
BETWEEN TWO WOMEN MGM MGM Drama Tone-V. Bruce-M. O'Sullivan R. Stevenson 87 8/il 
HOOSIER SCHOOLBOY K. Goldsmith Mone Drama M. Reoney-F. Shields W. Nigh 62 6/30 
WILD MONEY Par Par Com-Dr E. E. Horten-L. Campbell Louis King 70 8/4 
ON AGAIN, OFF AGAIN L. Marcus RKO Comedy Wheeler-Weeolsey-E. Muir Edw. Cline 66 8/11 
BORN RECKLESS M. H. Feld 20th Melodrama B. Donlevy-R. Hudson M. St. Clair 60 7/21 
WESTBOUND LIMITED McRae-Koenig U Rom-Dr L. Talbot-P. Rewles F. Becbe 
PUBLIC WEDDING WwB Com-Dr J. Wyman-M. Wilson Nick Grinde 
EMPTY HOLSTERS WB WB Western D. Feran-P. Walthall B. Eason 
7/16/37 IT CAN’T LAST FOREVER H. L. Decker Col Rom.-Com. R. Bellamy-B. Furness Ham. MacFadden 68 7/7 
: KING SOLOMON’S MINES GB GB Spectacle A. Lee-R. Young-Rebeson R. Stevenson 80 6/30 
BOOTS OF DESTINY Condor GN Western Ken Maynard A. Rosson 59 7/28 
BLAZING BAREIERS K. Goldsmith Mone Drama F. Coghlan-E, Arneld, Jr. A. Scotte 
RIDERS OF THE DAWN R. N. Bradbury Mene Western Jack Randall R. N. Bradbury 
TOPPER Hal Roach MGM Comedy C. Bennett-R. Yeung N. MacLeod 93 7/14 
EASY LIVING A. Hornblow., Jr. Par Comedy J. Arthur-R, Milland M. Leisen 88 7/7 
SUPER SLEUTH we A — RKO ove x. — Sethern Ben Stoloff 75 7/14 
She ai GualTL ceausiaex rH. RED , a. ao: fer Rep ---- esiern Bob Steele-L, January ~S-~Poy- baby mre reveereet vessel rnern—venrrmnd 
— > HE ALIYORNELE > Sol Lite: 29th ————~-Western R Arter Corte ——< sas hehe ae 7 
EVER SINCE EVE Cosmo ws Rom-C'om M. Davies-R. Montgomery L. Bacon 77 6/30 
7/23/37 RENDEZVOUS IN ALPS J. Hagen GN Rom-Dr J. Baxter-A. Bushel B. Vorhaus 
P SARATOGA Hyman-Emerson MGM Rom-Dr Gable-Harlew Jack Conway 90 7/14 
PARADISE ISLE Dorothy Reid Meno Drama Mevita-W. Hull A. G. Collins 13 7/28 
RUSTLER’S VALLEY H. Sherman Par Western William Boyd Nate Watt 58 7/7 
THE BIG SHOT Maury Cohen RKO Comedy C. Witherspeen-Kibbee Edw. Killy 60 8/11 
THE LADY ESCAPES L. L. Landau 20th Rom-Com M. Whalen-G. Stuart Eugene Forde 
KNIGHT WITHOUT ARMOR A. Korda UA Drama Dietrich-Robert Denat J. Feyder 99 6/16 
TOWN SCOUT WB Ws Comedy D. Woods-J. Madden Louis King 
7/30/37 A DANGEROUS ADVENTURE W. MacDonald Cel Action D. Terry-R. Keith D. R. Lederman 
WHERE THERE’S A WILL Gainsborough GB Rom-Dr Will Hay-Lilli Palmer M. Varnell 
SMALL TOWN BOY Zion Myers GN Comedy S. Erwin-J. Compton Glenn Tryon 
LONDON BY NIGHT S. Zimbalist MGM Mystery L. G. Carroll-R. Jehnson W. Thicle 70 8/4 
LEGION OF MISSING MEN I, E. Chadwick Mone Drama Ralph Forbes H. McFadden 
EXCLUSIVE Ben Glazer Par Melodrama F. MacMurray-F. Farmer Al Hall 713 7/21 
TOAST OF NEW YORK Edw. Small RKO Rom-Dr E. Arnold-F. Farmer-Oakie Rowland V. Lee 93 7/14 
WEE WILLIE WINKIE Gene Markey 20th Drama S. Temple-V. McLaglen John Ford 105 6/30 
VOGUES OF 1938 W. Wanger UA Musical W. Baxter-J. Bennett I, Cummings 115 8/4 
THE ROAD BACK Grainger-Whale U Drama J. King-B. Read-A. Devine J. Whale 105 6/23 
MARRY THE GIRL WB WB Comedy Mary Boland-H. Herbert Wim. McGann 66 8/4 
BULLDOG DRUMMOND AT BAY Rep Rep Melodrama J. Ledge-D. Mackaill Norman Lee 8/4 
8/6 /37 BLONDE TROUBLE Par Par Musical L. Overman-E. Whitney G, Archainbaud 67 8/4 
Ps REPORTED MISSING E. M. Asher U Melodrama Wm, Gargan-J. Rogers M. Carruth 
RANGER STEPS IN Col Col Western B. Allen-E. Stewart S. G. Bennett 
MYSTERY OF HOODED HORSEMAN Ed Finney GN Western Tex Ritter Ray Taylor 8/4 
THE GOOD EARTH I. Thalberg MGM Drama Paul Muni-Luise Rainer S. Franklin 140 2/10 
THE OUTER GATE I. E, Chadwick Mono Drama Eaiph Forbes H. MacFadden 
WINDJAMMER G. Hirliman RKO Action Geerge O’Brien-C. Worth Ewing Scott 
BOOTHILL BRIGADE A. W. Hackel 20th Western J. M, Brown-C. Rochelle Sam Newfield 
YOU CAN’T HAVE EVERYTHING L. Schwab 20th Musical Alice Faye-Ritz Bros. Ameche N. Taurog 104 7/28 
STELLA DALLAS S. Goldwyn UA Drama Stanwyck-Boles King Vidor 710 7/28 
SAN QUENTIN WB WB Melodrama P. O’Brien-H. Bogart L. Bacon 100 7/28 
SEA RACKETEERS A. Schaefer Rep Melodrama W. Heyburn-J. Madden H. MacFadden 
8/13/37 ARTISTS AND MODELS L. E. Gensler Par Musical J. Benny-G. Patrick Raoul Walsh 95 8/4 
LOVE TAKES FLIGHT Condor GN Rom-Com B. Cabot-Beatrice Roberts Conrad Nagel 
LUCK OF ROARING CAMP J. H. Steele Mono Outdoor 0. Davis, Jr.-J. Woodbury I. V. Willat 
HIDEAWAY Cliff Reid RKO Drama F. Stone-M. Lord Richard Rosson 60 7/21 
ONE MILE FROM HEAVEN Sol Wurtzel 20th Rom-Dr Cc. Trevor-S. Blane Allan Dwan 68 7/21 
HANDY ANDY (Reissue) Sol Wurtzel 20th Comedy W. Rogers-R. Taylor D. Butler 
DANCE, CHARLIE, DANCE WB WB Comedy S. Erwin-Jean Muir F. McDonald 
DEVIL’S SADDLE LEGION WB WB Western Dick Foran-Ann Nagel B. Connolly 
/ E’S NO LADY B. P. Schulberg Par Melodrama Dvorak-John Trent C, Vidor 65 
8 20/37 our aws OF THE ORIENT Col Col Outdoor J. Holt-Mae Clark E. B. Schoedsack 
KING OF THE SIERRAS Condor GN Western Thunder and Rex A. Rosson 
SHADOWS OF THE ORIENT L. Darmour Mono Drama R. Toomey-E, Ralston B. Lynwood 
BROADWAY MELODY OF ’38 Jack Cummings MGM Musical R. Taylor-E. Powell-S. Tucker R. Del Ruth 
FLIGHT FROM GLORY Robert Sisk RKO Action 0. Stevens-W. Bourne D. Silverstein 66 8/11 
LOVE UNDER FIRE N. Johnson 29th Rom-Com L. Young-D. Ameche G. Marshall 70 8/11 
MR. DODD TAKES THE AIR M. LeRoy WB Rom-Com K. Baker-J. Wyman A. E. Green 85 7/28 
FOOTLOOSE HEIRESS WB WB Rom-Com C. Reynolds-A. Sheridan Win, Clemens 
GOD’S COUNTRY AND MAN R. N. Bradbury Mono Outdoor T. Keene-C, Henry R. N. Bradbury 
HOPALONG RIDES AGAIN H. Sherman Par Western William Boyd L. Selander 
PUBLIC COWBOY NO. 1 S. C. Siegel Rep Western Gene Autry-S. Burnette J. Kane 
8 /27 /37 IT’S ALL YOURS Wm. Perlberg Col Comedy M. Carroll-F, Lederer E. Nugent 
KING SOLOMON’S MINES GB GB Spectacle A. Lee-R. Young-Reobeson R. Stevenson 80 6/30 
TRAILING TROUBLE Condor GN Western Ken Maynard A. Rosson 
BAD GUY Harry Rapf MGM Melodrama B. Cabot-J. Chatburn E. Cahn 
WHERE THE WEST BEGINS R. N. Bradbury Mono Western Jack Randall R. N. Bradbury 
ATLANTIC FLIGHT William Berke Mono Western D. Merrill-Lambie William Nigh 
ON SUCH A NIGHT Em, Cohen Par Melodrama K. Morley-G. Richards E. A. Dupont 
MAKE A WISH Sol Lesser RKO Musical 5B. Breen-B, Rathbone K. Neumann 
THINK FAST, MR. MOTO Sol Wurtzel 20th Melodrama Lorre-V. Field Norman Foster 
WESTERN GOLD Sol Wurtzel 20th Western S. Ballew-H. Angel H. Bretherton 
DEAD END Sam Goldwyn UA Drama S. Sidney-J. MeCrea William Wyler 96 8/4 
CONFESSION WB WB Rom-Drama K. Francis-I, Hunter Joe May 85 7/21 
9/3/37 SOMETHING TO SING ABOUT Schertzinger GN Musical Cagney-E. Daw Schertzinger- 
; yers 
BIG CITY Norman Krasna MGM Melodrama Tracy-Rainer F. Borzage 
SOULS AT SEA Hathaway-Jones Par Drama Cooper-Raft H. Hathaway 89 8/i1 
SHEIK STEPS OUT H. Schlom Rep Rom-Dr Novarro-L. Lane Irving Pichel 
THIN ICE R. Griffith 20th Musical Henie-Power-Treacher S. Lanfield 
PRISONER OF ZENDA D. Selznick UA Rom-D: R. Colman-M. Carroll J. Cromwell 
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RLEANS: ““Opening bigger than last 
ogers. Business phenomenal.’’.. . 





. Second day bigger than 
nd those reports are typical 
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Film Reviews 








OURSELVES ALONE 


(Continued from page 19) 





feud not cleared up by any means; 
hence, the care with which this 
angle was handled undoubtedly hurt. 
In an attempt to assuage feelings, 
dramatic value was lost sight of. 

Brian Desmond-Hurst, who pro- 
duced and directed the picture for 
British International, has been mak- 
ing rapid strides in England in the 
past couple of years. He started as 
an indie producer on his own, but 
now is considered near the tops. 
This is understandable more from a 
directing standpoint than a _ pro- 
ducing standpoint. This picture 
quite distinctly shows that he has 
the makings of directorial 
tance. But he is still obsessed too 
much by arty valuations and not 
ficiently with story design. 

Yarn is a simple one of misunder- 





impor- | 


standing between the two factions | 


in Ireland. 


pretty and has real acting talent in | 


the role of a colleen in love with 
John Loder, of the opposition army. 
He shoots her brother (Niall Mac- 
Ginnis) and it is then up to her to 
get revenge. 
the blame 
easier for Loder and Miss Cellier. 
Acting is well, if not brilliantly 
handled, with the bit players espe- 
cially effective. Direction is in- 
clined to slow the players up even 


avoidable in a film of the sort. Tech- 
nical end is A-1. Sound seemed a 
bit awry when caught, but this may 
be a fault of the theatre. 


John Lodge accepts | 
in order to make this | 


Antoinette Cellier is |p 


yarn to give Minevitch a chance to 
put over a hot number. 

Film has some size. Scenes at the 
Spanish airport are realistic and 
photographic shots of airplanes mov- 
ing into the finder of an anti-air- 
craft gun are interesting one Beveh 

‘lin, 


HEADLINE CRASHER 


Maurice 





Conn production released by 
Guaranteed Pictures. Features Frankie 
Parro, Kane Richmond and Muriel Evans. 
Directed by Les Goodwins. Adapted by 
Harry O. Hoyt from Peter B. Kyne story; 
screenplay by Sherman Loewe; camera, Gil- 





| Fox by moppets June 
| Joan Carol. 


bert Warrenton. At Chaloner, N. Y., Aug. 
4-5. ‘'37, double bill. Running time, 58 
mins 
ff. (9. |) ee Frankie Darro | 
| Larfy Deering............ Kane Richmond 
ee .»....-Muriel Evans 
Scarlotti ; .....-Jo0hn Merion 
DOMAtOr “TRUNMc. cas 6 ec st0s Richard Tucker 
bACWOOd....ccccccsccccecccce MAWard Earle | 
REY tae ch see ad t's eccercavesecemem SREramM 
MO 6 ve cececesesoes ‘ ..Charles King 
as <6 ree ee TT OTe ....Dick Curtis 
ina 56 tn We aca 4d Sie dd 800.8 ee Eddie Kaye 
Helen ected eee kedced hewn Eleanor Stewart 
et ae eee ee Harry Harvey 
rampaicn Mamager.....0....-00¢ John Ward 
Ps + 6260040 b0nn esse seeds Walter Clinton 


| balky 


POON a vince ss Sc ccdseugetssEes ...-Henry Hall 
News Photographer......... Wayne Bumpus 
Blordey ~eeeeeees. BUNNY Bronson 
a ee coccces ay Martin 





This meller is more fitful than a 
broncho. If Peter B. Kyne 
ever saw it, he probably would take 


up picture producing just to prove 


takes. 


| with them—in casting, story adapta- 
| tion, recording, acting, direction and 
j}camera work. 


In some spots on this side this pic- | 


ture is being released under the title 
of ‘River of Unrest.’ Kauf. 


LOVE UNDER FIRE 


(WITH SONG) 
Glendale, Cal., Aug. 10. 


release of Nunnally 
Stars Loretta Young 
Directed by George 


Wh Century-Fox 
Johnson's production, 
ahd Don Ameche. 
Marshall. From play by Walter Hackett; 
screenplay, Gene Fowler, Allen Rivkin and 
Ernest Pascal: song, ‘Language of Love,’ 
by Sumuel Pokrass; camera, Ernest Palmer; 


asst. director, Booth McCracken; film edi- 
tor, Barbara McLean; musical director, Ar- 
thur Lange. Previewed at Alexander the- 
+ hg dd Event ’ pee > 
Myra Cooper......sccccesees Loretta Young 
Tracy TGA. ..scoccvcccsdecveces Don Ameche 
~ Borrah Minevitch and His Gang. Themselves 
Pamela Beaumont........++- Frances Drake 
Tip CaWWay oc. cocccccecvses Walter Catlett 
Captain Delmar. .c<ccccosee John Carradine 
General Montero...... eccecsess SIF Rumann 
Lieutenant Chavez.........+. Harold Huber 
PROGR . ocbcvavcrecsescceses Katherine de Mille 
Captain Bowden.....2..-eeceens EK, E, Clive 
Lieutenant Cabana.......-++- Don Alvarado 
Captain Contreras....... Georges Renavent 
BOE sob yc kee 4.4044 oud cede dnneéce Clyde Cook 
T.ieutenant de Vega.......+6.- George Regas 
CURMEMBMAMR : occ ccccoedecessces Claude King 
Oflicer.....sceccccessess-Francis McDonald 
Mc Whirter...... Heebecccees oss David Clyde 
RUN ce tescdnet ve cben stds Keon Brecher 
Caplain.. .ccccescescccsccccce Juan Torena 
SEASON vse OCscbevesseeesass Holmes Herbert 
Porter 


TETETIP LETT ieee George Humbert 





They got all tangled up making 
this one, and no wonder. It’s about 
the revolution in Spain, a beautiful 
English jewel thief, a singing Scot- 
land Yard operative, airplane crack- 
ups, gunboat pursuits and—Borrah 
Minevitch and his harmonica har- 
monists. Not all the Zanuck horses 
and men—and he used some of best 
writing, producing and directing tal- 
ent available—were able to put these 
weird ingredients into one eniertain- 
ment with satisfactory results. ‘Love 
Under Fire’ is an unconvincing 
mclodrama with music, and it isn’t 
so hot. 

Star names of Loretta Young, who 
looks very beautiful, and Don 
Ameche, who is still waiting for that 
role which will cash in big on his 
popularity, are some guarantee to 
exhibitors that the film will draw 
opening audiences. Try as hard as 
possible, these two and some other 
very capable players including E. E. 
Clive, Walter Catleit, Harold Huber 
and John Carradine, are unable to 
make a bad script click like a good 
one. Screenplay is by Gene Fowler, 
Allen Rivkin and Ernest Pascal, from 
a nlay by Waiter Hackett. 

Miss Young is the thief: but then, 
agoin, it isn’t clear whether she is 
or isn’t, because she tells so many 
versions of why she is in Spain. Fact 
is, 2 diamond necklace which belongs 
to her employer never was returned 
to the safety deposit box in London, 
and the Scotland Yard dicks are on 
her trail. Ameche catches up with 
her in a Spanish town as the revolu- 
tion busts wide open. He sings to 
her about love while they are danc- 
ing. just before the machine guns let 
loose. There’s a tough hombre, 
played by Huber, who muscles in 
with the idea of stealing the neck- 
lace from Miss Young. Next thing 
you know the necklace is in a paper 
bag of chocolates which the inspec- 
tor at the airport is holding while 
Miss Young is being searched for the 
gems. The rest is a getaway to a 
British ship, amusingly captained by 
E. E. Clive, a chase by a Spanish 
gunboat and a wedding at sea of 
Miss Young and Ameche to the ac- 
companiment of Mendelssohn as 
played by Minevitch and his boys. 

George Marshall’s direction is 
somewhat hesitant, which is not hard 

to understand considering the fre- 
quent stoppage of the melodrama 





| 


{ 
| 


| impossible 


Film unfolds a jerky version of a 
veteran senator campaigning for re- 
election despite the obnoxious and 
absurd campaign by his opponent 
and his newspaper buddies. Pre- 
sumably the Kyne original developed 
the plot along sleuth-gangster lines, 
but here it’s a melange of the vicious 
newspaper assaults, wild escapes of 
the senator’s son, operations of a 
paroled gangster and his cohorts and 
several knockdown fights in moun- 
tain home of the legislator. 

Frankie Darro is small-sized 
enough to be the son, but he’s in and 
out of the fable with almost as much 
attention given to Kane Richmond, 
as the reporter on the yellow sheet. 


Wa. 3. a chalf-heartedee - 1 to 


build a romance between the news- 
paper scribe and the secretary 
(Muriel Evans) to the senator, but 
it’s as thin as other threads of the 
varn. Other miscastings are John 
Merton, as Scarlotti, the gangster 
whose dialect can’t decide if he is 
Italian, southern or plain American; 
Charles King. as one of his stooges; 
and Richard Tucker, as the senator. 
Latter is wasted on a thankless role. 

Both the writing and directing are 
as flighty as Lindbergh. Recording 
measures up to the weak photog- 
raphy. 

Cast manaves to lend some life to 
lines and _ situations. 
Muriel Evans shows up smartly 
when handed a chance. Frankie 
Darro is as energetic as ever. Kane 
Richmond starts as a negative char- 
acter, but switches suddenly to semi- 
hero role. Wear. 


THE FRAME-UP 


Columbia production and release. TFea- 
tures Paul Kelly, Jacqueline Wells, George 
McKay. Directed by D. Ross Lederman. 
Adapted by Harold Shumate from siory by 
Richard E. Wormser; camera, Benjamin 








Kline. At Central, N. ¥., week Ang. 7, 
"27. Runnipg time, 59 mins, 

Mark MaCApttamr... os... caceccee. Paul Kelly 
Betty Lindale.y.... ++..e+-Jdacqueline Wells 
Joe Law nai -+...:George McKay 
Larry «Robert E. O'Connor 
Franey ..- Raphael Bennett 
Captain DOWOMRIPM w......... Wade Boteler 
Kllery RichaWGB es. ......-... Mdward Farle 
James Weston....c.2.0:. C. Montague Shaw 
Soapy Connor.ceccoseesss--++.- John Tyrrell 
BUG Gi1LA10, on 6 og o<agess'eo ... led Oliver 


Ee, Smlting bs cieekFicevesi Horace Murphy 





‘Headline Crasher’ overflows | 


| new 


, |} that he couldn’t make so many mis- | 
more than usual, but that is hardly | : 


| 





There’s rhythm to this story of a 
| strong-arm romance between a track | 


sleuth and his little secretary and it 
makes good runner-upper amuse- 
ment for the two-for-one spots. 
Hasn't got that dramatic substance 
nor marquee strength for solo rat- 
ing, 

Action stuff, sprinkled with some 
comedy, well timed, showing that 
some pretty good headwork went 
back of the plot making. It’s a 
brisk enough recitation of how a 
hardshelled but honest track detec- 
tive, for the sake of his kidnapped 
sweetie, yields to a crook’s plan to 
gyp the track. 

But Paul Kelly is one of those cop- 
pers with a lot of gray matter, ad- 


ditional to brawn, and he outwits the | 
criminals with the aid of additional 


honest policemen, Gunplay and 
some nifty motor acrobatics accom- 
pany. 

George McKay shoulders the com- 
edy end in a quiet and efficient 
manner. He handles the assistant 
detective role to Kelly. Jacqueline 
Wells as the heart interest performs 
her routine satisfactorily. 

The film offers some nifty hand- 
to-hand encounters and the action 
opens up early with a racing se- 
quence, and ends in the same way, 
and that’s okay. 

Robert Emmett O’Connor, tradi- 
tional, hard-boiled copper, goes into 
reverse, in this picture by playing 
the part of a crook, and with a 








smirk, too. Paul Kelly, as the track 
detective, has one of those self-as- 








sured character parts, and he han- 
dies it well enough. 

The camera work is okay and the 
backgrounds are mostly interiors ex- 
cepting the racing sequences fore 
and aft and a couple of countryside 
shots in the chase scenes. The rac- 
ing shots may be library stuff but 
it’s apt material. Shan. 





CONTRACTS 


Dennie Moore signed Warner play- 
ing termer. 

Desmond O’Malley hooked onto the 
20th-Fox writing unit. 

Metro has retained Robert Spinola, 
Mexican lad, for an optioned termer. 

Arthur Fitz-Richard has hired out 
to Scott R. Dunlap of Mono to do 
scripts. 

Franklin Coen’s scrivening tickets 
optioned at RKO. 

Hollywood, Aug. 10. 

John Ridgely, of Pasadena Com-| 
munity Players, handed playing | 
termer at Warners. 

Term acting tickets drawn at 20th- 
Wilkins and 





Joseph Anthony, Anne Herendeen 
and John Foote signatured new 
scribbling pacts at 20th-Fox. 

Dotted line johnhancocked at 20th- 
Fox by Raymond Scott and his swing 
band for a termer with group al- 
ready assigned to three films. 

Henry F. Misseltweitz signatured | 
a Metro writing ticket. Formerly 
was foreign news editor of the United 
Press. 

Universal 





handled Felix Jackson | 
scribbling pact. 

Options validated at 20th-Fox on 
Geneva Sawyer and Shirley Deane, | 
players, and Otto Brower, director. 

Hal Roach hoisted options on 
Spanky McFarland, Porky Lee and | 
Darla Hood of Our Gang. 

RKO picked up Willie Best's op- 
tion for another term. 

William Franey signatured term | 
playing deal at RKO. 


Radio has dispensed options to | 
Parkyakarkus and John Twist, 
scripter. 

Herbert C. Lewis. N. Y. news- 


paperman and novelist, stepped into 
a Metro writing termer. 

Playing options of Esther Brodelet, 
Lynn Bari and Dorothy Dearing 
have been snapped up by 20th-Fox. 

Ginger Manners, stage and radio 


juve, drew an acting termer at 
Paramount. 

Helen Westley was. handed a 
Straistiicckionn 46 * termer—at.-2Othe/ 
"ox. 


Olive Cooper dottedlined a Para- 
mount writing ticket. 

Mary Livingstone has been re- 
newed by Paramount for another 
year. 

William Ludwig checked in as a 
Metro cor¥ract scribe. 

Metro signed on Eleanor Lynn of 
the N. Y. stage to a term playing 
agreement. 


TITLE CHANGES 


Hollywood, Aug. 10. 

Monogram’s ‘Stars Over Arizona’ 
switches to ‘Where the West Begins.’ 

‘Buckaroo’ will be release title of 
Paramount’s ‘Arizona Ames.’ 

Tag of ‘One More Tomorrow’ 
switched by Warners to ‘Evidence.’ 

Anna Sten’s Grand National film, 
‘At Your Service, Madame,’ changed 
to ‘With Pleasure, Madame.’ 

Paramount’s ‘Summer Romance’ 
metamorphosizes into ‘Thrill of a 
Lifetime.’ 


EPSTEIN ASSIGNED 
Hollywood, Aug. 10. 
Screenplay assignment on ‘They 
Didn’t Want Love’ has been handed 
to Philip Epstein at Radio. 


Film is on P. J. Wolfson’s pro- 
duction chart. 


Fleischer 


(Continued from page 21) 























cated last week at National Labor 
Relations Board. 

Because of multitude of organiza- 
tions claiming right to represent 
white-collar workers, the N.1.R.B. is 
making a comprehensive study be- 
fore deciding whether’ to have a 
hearing or trying to Win agreement 
for ‘consent election.” In formal 
probe under way to get line on ex- 
actly what strength each of the score 
of units in the argument has. 

If the rival groups will not go 
along or studios refuse to deal with 
winning faction, board likely to call 
hearing on petition filed by Society 
of Set Designers, Society of Art Di- 
rectors, and Society of Artists and 
Illustrators. Election plea has been 
balked by United Scenic Artists local 
621 and International Alliance of 
Theatrical Stage Employees. 

While tossing Hollywood hot spud, 
N.L.R.B. called for balloting by pro- 
duction employees of Fleischer Stu- 
dios, New York, producers of ani- 
mated cartoons. Voting occurs within 
the next week, with all hands on the 
pay roll April 30 entitled to register, 
except supervisors, story, musical, 
clerical, camera, and maintenance 
workers. Issue is whether Commer- 
cial Artists and Designers Union No. 
20329 shall be sole spokesman for 
studio’s help, 
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EXPLOITATION 


:-: By Epes W. sr 





Tops on ‘Topper’ 
Lancaster, Pa. 


Outdoing the year's most elab- 
orate campaigns, Bert Leighton 
launched the town’s biggest exploi- 
tation to sell Topper the funny way. 


Invading night spots, beer gardens 
and other Warner Brothers theatres, 
Leighton used plugs, extra trailers 
and announcements to get the show 
across. 


Street gags, frowned on by the 
law, were as important as lobby 
treatment, and the assortment of tne 
former kept downtowners busy tak- 
ing them all in. Best outside stunt 
of the campaign was a kid fishing 
in a pail of water on town’s busiest 
intersection. Sign beside him read, 
‘Ig you think this is funny, wait un- 
til you’ve seen topper. Funniest 
part of the gag was the way the kid 
would fish until the law would show 


ito all performances. 





up and then do a fade-out to crop | 
up on another corner. This angle} 
wasn’t figured on, but Leighton was 
quick to see the value and posted the 
kid to keep ducking. Crowds thought 
it was great. 

Another outdoor crowd attracter 
was man in street frantically signal- 
ling companion in twelfth story oi 
office building. They signalled back 
and forth until enough people had 
gathered to see what was going on, 
then man in building broke out big 
banner reading ‘See Topper at the 
Grand.’ 

Third street bally was unusually 
fat man in a suit with the seams | 
rioped and sign reading, ‘Il split my | 
sides laughing at Topper.’ Another 
was old barrel gag which was dusted 
off for the occasion. Passersby were | 
lured by signs to look into the bar- 
rel and see something funny. They | 
looked at themselves in a mirror | 
placed in the bottom of the barrel. 
‘If you think this is funny,’ read let- 
tering around the glass, ‘wait until 
you've seen Topper.’ Barrel, which 
was covered inside and out with 
funny papers, was planted on pave- 
ment in front of theatre. 

Much attention was attracted by 
gold fish bowl containing only water 
and seaweed, advertised as contain- 
ing the invisible gold fish seen in 
Topper. Girls at each of the city’s | 
=‘virmmingyools~wore sastes "sitched 
to swim suits labeling them as the 
invisible girl in Topper. 

Leighton built an entire front for 
his house made entirely of funny 
papers. Search for the comic sup- 
plements carried sign shop crew 
through junk yards and all their 
friends’ cellars before they could 
rake up enough papers for front. 
Comic masks trimmed off the cor- 
ners and a gross of gas filled bal- 
loons each with a comic face painted 
on it were fastened to the marquee. 

Inside as centerpiece for lobby 
display, a display case 7 feet -high 
and 12 feet long showed articles lost 
by people laughing at Topper. Case 
ineluded false teeth, gum _ boots, 
glass eye, spectacles, cast from 
broken leg, ear trumpet, doctor's 
stethescope, bank book showing de- 
posit of $1,000,000, marriage license, 
red flannels, horse collar, corsets, 
comedy hats. court warrants, crutch 
and celluloid collar and scores of 
other items. Case was a regular five 
minute laugh getter and proved one 
of the best items in the campaign. 
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Didn’t Get the Idea 


Fred Hodgson, of RKO publicity, 
Columbus, Ohio, used the big pass 
idea for a preview showing of “Toast 
of the Town’ at the Palace, but didn’t 
quite get the idea. The card is 14x22 
inches and is invalid if presented 
folded, which is one part of the idea, 





‘but the type faces are entirely too | 


small. Largest is only 48 point, used | 
for the title. 

The big idea of this type of pass 
is that it must be carried, unfolded, 
to the theatre. To get full value it 
should be done in poster type and 
suggest a block one-sheet. The cur- 
rent sample has attention vaiue, but 
is shy on dispiay. The iargest type 
possible to crowd on the card should 
be used for house and title if the) 
stunt is to have its full value, 





Loew Contest 


St. Louis. 

MGM and Loew’s theatre here 
have launched contest for exhibs 
in Eastern Missouri and Southern 
Illinois and $50 will be awarded | 
operator who conducts best exploita- 
tion campaign for ‘Topper’ soon to be |} 
released in this territory. 

Contestants are required to file | 
scrap book of accomplishments with | 
branch office and committee will de- | 
cide winner. Jimmy Harris, p.a. at | 
Loew’s is barred, 





Got a Painting 


Two-way stunt on ‘Knight Without | 
Armor’ was worked by Sam Gilman, 
of Loew’s Regent, Harrisburg, Pa. 
He offered an oil painting of the star 
to the author of the best sentence 
composed of the letters in her name. 

A local artist was commissioned to 
do the picture, and worked in a 
store window, which provided the 
second stunt. Of the two the artist 
probably did the more selling. 





'to lamp-posts from 


| lobby. 


{of late B. F. Finch. 


Barking Up ‘Road’ 
Louisville. 

A. J. Kalberer ~ over a nice ex. 

loitation campaign Qn ‘The Road 

ack,’ working out several angles 
which were successful in selling the 
picture at the Fourth Avenue 
Amusement’s Strand. In addition to 
increased newspaper advertising, a 
letter was written to editorial heads 
of local papers, inviting them to wit- 
ness the pic, which resulted in good 
publicity breaks in the editorial col- 
umns during the run. 

Several thousand soldiers are in 
training at Fort Knox, some 25 miles 
from Louisville, and Kalberer sent 
2,500 tickets, specially priced, to the 
army reservation, which brought a 
good representation of military men 
Two thousand 
arrow markers were tacked around 
town a week in advance, and book- 
marks were placed in main and 
branch libraries, bookstores and 


| book rental libraries throughout the 


town. Five thousand roto heralds 
were inserted in Liberty magazines 
and a large number of photo cutouts 
and blow-ups were displayed in the 
most prominent locations. 

Special window displays were se- 
cured by the Better Films Council 
in leading department stores, and 
war souvenirs and relics were fur- 
nished by the Council to dress the 
windows. A 175-foot string of pen- 
nants was hung from the marquee 
the theatre to 
the corner of Fourth and Chestnut 
one of the town’s main intersections. 
In addition ushers’ sashes were worn 
by girls at drug store soda fountains 
throughout the downtown district. 





Spilling the Dope 
Detroit. 

Prior to showing of ‘Chinese 
Justice’ flicker, Bill Elliott, manager 
of Palms-State, rigged up a special 
exhibit of dope paraphernalia in the 
Stuff included pipes, mor- 
phine, cocaine, needles, lamps and 
variety of other narcotics supplies. 

Entire array was obtained from 
Detroit police department narcotic 
investigation squad, and consisted of 
contraband seized by local police in 
raids. ~-Pig,-< xhibi ; 


and guardea by a trained member of 


the department, familiar with the 
Oriental evil. 





oe 


Theatre Changes | 


Canton, O. 
Ben Schwartz, who has been ia 
charge of Warner Bros.’ theatrical 
interests at Lima, O., for the past 
five years, now manager of the com- 
pany’s Ohio theatre here, replacing 
Wallace (Doc) Elliott, recently 
transferred to Lima as city manager 

of the Warner’s three houses there. 


Philadelphia. 

Fulton Opera House, Lancaster, 
now being operated by partnership 
of Mrs. R. M. Finch and Jay Emanuel. 
Emanuel also taking over Rajah, 
Reading. 

Charles Steerman will take control 
of Poplar from Warners Sept. 1. 
Warner Bros. will reopen Jefferson, 
Elite and Cadet, in September. Plans 
reported being drawn for new 1,000- 
seater in Germantown. WB Grand, 
in Camden. extensively remodeled. 

Bridgeville theatre, Bridgeville, 
closed indef. 











Greenwich, N. Y. 

Swan, Greenwich, sold to Vivian 
Sweet, owner of the Star, in nearby 
Salem. 

St. Louis. 

J. A. Siepker and associates, of 
Ozark, only house in Webster 
Groves, Mo., have let contract for 
1.000-seater, to be operated in oppo- 
sition. 

Carl Pearson, Rushville, Ill., plans 
new house to replace his Menard, a 
300-seater. He also has changed 
name of Princess to Lloyd. 

Thomas M. Campbell, Terre Haute, 
Ind., has acquired 400-seater, under 
construction at Newton, IIL. 





Lancaster, Pa. 

Finch-Emanuel management took 
over operation of the Fulton here 
this week, cutting Philadelphia cap)- 
tal into one of the few remaining 
indies in this section. Deal which 
was concluded in mid-July called 
for Jay Emanuel and the Finch 
group dropping $14,000 each into the 
project. This sum bought out heirs 
Mrs. Finch 
joined with Emanuel to purchase 
house from the estate so that her 
children might share proportionately 
at once. 

At the same time the-local deal 
was completed Emanuel announced 
that he had acquired the Rajah. 
Reading. This house is also a double 
feature grind. 





Rochester, N. Y. 

Shakeup in Comerford houses puts 
Louis Meyer, Capitol manager. in 
charge of the RKO Temole and shifts 
Kenneth Cobb to the Capitol. Law- 
rence Cottier, assistant at the Tem- 
ple, gets month leave for appendi- 
citis operation. 

Edward May, manager of the Lake. 
Shine house. transferred to the Dixie 
with Sam Shafer going to the Lake. 
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1C.C. Rules 7-Day 
Payment on Film 


Delivery Service 


Washington, Aug. 10. 

Tighter regulations governing bill- 
ing for film delivery service were 
imposed last week by Interstate 
Commerce Commission in order af- 
fecting the accounting practices of 
trucking companies subject to Fed- 
eral control under motor carrier law. 

As aftermath of prolonged inquiry 
growing out of an order 


in seven days and customers 
pay up in a like period. 
hinted time may be cut even shorter 
in the future. Order slices present 
period in half. 

Time-shortening was opposed on 
behalf of exhibitors by Edarwd G. 
Levy, counsel for M.P.T.O.A., who 
was backed up by Guy K. Stewart 
of the National Film Carriers Asso- 
ciation. Duo noted that film deliv- 
ery seryice usually is engaged on a 


weekly basis and said that to allow | 


only a week for payment would be 
to impose hardships. Explained 
that chain houses customarily for- 
ward bills to home or regional of- 
fices for payment, with routine tak- 
ing more than seven days. 


SEE $8 LOEW’S DIVVY 


Declaration of $3 in cash on the 
common last week by Loew’s, Inc., 
directors brings the total payments 
on this stock in 1937 to $6. With at 
least one more dividend action ex- 
pected before the close of this year, 


“ Aifiantial “observers thing. that tet -* 


disbursements on the common will 
be $8, new peak in common cash 
payments by a picture company. 
Loew’s declared $1, divided equal- 
ly between extra and regular, on 
March 31; $1.50 extra and 50c regu- 
Jar on June 30. Understanding in 
Wall Street is that the surtax on un- 
distributed profits has been a pow- 
erful influence in these liberal dis- 


tributions, Loew’s following’ the 
practice of other big industrial 
companies _ in distributing coin 


rather than paying a heavy tax on it. 

Directors of Columbia Pictures 
maintained the regular $1 annual 
dividend rate last week by declaring 
the usual 25c quarterly divvy on the 
common shares and_ certificates. 
Payment will be made on Oct. 1 to 
holders of record Sept. 17. 


Incorporations 


CALIFORNIA 
Sacramento. 

Million Dollar Productions, Ine.; capital 
stock, $25,000, none subscribed. Direc- 
tors: Harry M. Popkin, Leo C. Popkin. 
ap Cooper, Frances’ Popkin, all 

Westwood Hills 
Capital stock, 1,000 
acribed. Directors: 
Daley, James W. 
all of L. A 


Publications, 
shares, none sub- 
James 8S. Daley, Joy 
Weir, Harry B. Weir, 


Inc.; 


MISSOURI 

Jefferson 
Lincoln Theatre Co., St. Louis; to en- 
gage in general theatre and show busi- 
ness, deal in real estate, etc.; capital 
stock, $5,000, paid up. Ineorporators: 
Sam Komm, Collinsville, Jll.; David R. 

Komm and Homer ILilmer, Si. Louis. 
Ansell-St. Louis Amusement Co., Dover, 
Del.; has been authorized to operate in 
Missouri as a foreign corporation; capital 
stock, 200 shares of $10 par vaiue stock 
and lists. Louis K. Ansell as its prin- 
cipal Missouri agent. This is the cor- 
borate body that is carrying through re- 
cent pooling deal made several weeks 
azo by Ansell Bros. and St, Louis 
Amusement Ce. and Fanchon & Marco 
interests here, Five nabes were involved 


City. 


in deal, 
TEXAS 
Austin. 
Rotan Theatres, Inc., Rotan: opera 
Ouse; capital stock, $5,000 Incorpora- 
tors: Lance M. Davis, C. V. Jones, Don 


Cc, Douglas. 








CONDUCTOR 
VIOLINIST 


2nd Vear—Shea's 
Buffalo 





‘Arno’s presentation 
to hear and enjoy. It excited the 
audiences to the point of de 
manding three encores.’’-—-Buffalo 
Courier Express. 


is something 








issued a | 
year ago, I.C.C. said that in the fu- | 
ture truckers must bill clients with- | 
must | 
Commish | 


of |} 


More Balto Bldg. 


Baltimore, Aug. 10. 

Considerable local activity in nabe 
field here. New houses already be- 
ing built by the Durkee chain and 
Lou Gardner. The Metropolitan, 
operated for many years by Warner 
Bros., leased to Lou Rome, adding 
another house to his growing chain. 

Talk of nabe construction by down- 
town de luxe interests still persists 
with North avenue and Charles 
street, busy commercial sub-center, 








mentioned as_ possible location. 
Loew’s Parkway and Aurora, op- 
;erated by Arthur Price, already on 
spot. 


LANCASTER, PA., HELPED 
BUCK PHILLY’S STRIKE 


10. 
became 


Lancaster, Pa., Aug 
| The Capitol theatre here 
a temporary clearing house for film 
|} during the past week when striking 
|truckmen in a city-wide strike tied 
} up the city of Philadelphia. Regular 
truck system of film distribution 
couldn’t function and pictures were 
bootlegged out of town in pleasure 
cars, elevated trains and on the hoof. 
In most cases, a couple of shows 
were loaded into a pleasure car and 
‘hustled out of town before pickets 
| were aware the blockade was being 
} run. 

Lancaster became a concentration 
point for the films with managers 
| in this city, York, Hanover, Gettys- 
| burg and surrounding towns clearing 
| their shows here. 

Despite the suddenness of the up- 
| heaval and its duration, there was 
| no instance in this territory of a 
| theatre being dark because its show 
| failed to come in. 





Philadelphia, Aug. 10. 

General truck strike here last 
week tied up film deliveries in the 
| territory for three days. Only prints 
| distributed were those called for in 
|private cars. Exchanges parcel- 
posted films.out of the city, taking 





them to the post office in employees 
autos. 

Films from out of town were 
brought to city limits by regular 
Horlacher delivery trucks and then 
taken back to exchanges in passen- 
ger cars, 





Big Insurance Rate 
Cuts on St. L. Houses 


St. Louis, Aug. 10. 

Reduction of fire insurance rates 
for better constructed moving pic- 
ture theatres in Missouri, ranging 
from 20%-35%, will be the second 
slash that has been made by State 
Supt. of Insurance R. Emmett 
O’Malley since May, 1935. At that 
time a marked reduction was made 
after a compromise was effected 
with fire insurance companies. 

An example of how owners of 
theatres are benefiting by cutting of 
premiums is at the Orpheum theatre 
owned by the Cella interests and 
under lease to Fanchon & Marco 
here. Prior to the May, 1935 com- 
promise the rate on this house was 
93c per $100 of insurance. By virtue 
of the compromise it was reduced 
|to 6le per $100 and new fireproof 
| schedule made another cut to 49c 
per $100. Other houses are bene- 
fiting similarly. 


Ark.’s Ad Booers 


Littie Rock, Aug. 16. 

Despite two policemen and the 
glare of house mazdas, more than 
30 members of the recently organ- 
ized Society for the Booing of Com- 
mercial Advertisements in Motion 
Pictures made its debut at the Ar- 
kansas theatre—Little Rock’s largest 
—last week. M. C. Blackman, secre- 
tary of the Booers, is employed as 
a member of the Arkansas State 
| Publicity Commission. Today he 
|said he had received more than 150 
applications for membership. 

As Blackman and other 
ijentered the theatre they were 
greeted by Ralph Noble, local man- 
ager, who left, however, before the 
booing started. 

Both Blackman and 
signed statements after 














Noble 
the 


issued 
booing. 








| PROF. ED LEVIN 
Chicago, Aug. 10. 

| It’s Professor Edwin Levin of Bal- 
j}aban & Katz now. Levin, p.a. for 
| B.&K., has been special lecturer on 
| ‘Music Recordings’ at the University 
| of Chicago this summer 

| Part of the course in mu 
preciation. 


ical ap- 


members | 
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$35,000 Theatre Fire Loss 


Spartanburg, S. C., Aug. 10. 


Tryon theatre razed by fire with 
hisilA 





| $15,000 equipment and $20,000 build- 

|}ing loss. Flames broke out in pro- 

|jection room at night show with 

{several hundred patrons escaping 
into street minus injuries. 

| Ushers and P. Pressley, operator, 


| credited to large extent with orderly 
| manner in which patrons filed safely 
}out. Pressley gave a quick alarm 
|from the booth then found his 
|cape cut off flames and crawled 
out on the roof through a ventilator. 
He sustained bruises, but no 


€s- 


DY 


severe 


Nesmith, total loss. N. B. Jackson of 
St. Petersburg Fla., owner of build- 
ing. No reconstruction plans yet an- 
| nounced 





|RENEWED POLICE DRIVE 
IN DETROIT ON BANKO 


Detroit, Aug. 10. 
been ordered to ob- 
tain evidence and seek warrants 
against about 30 theatres operating 
bank night, screeno and similar de- 
vices here. A temporary injunction 
restraining police from interfering 
with the games was dissolved by 
the circuit court last week. 

The police action marks another 
activity in the two-year battle be- 
tween large downtown spots and the 
smaller nabes, which has been car- 


Police have 


Bt dh 9 Loe states ome court and 


minor courts in Detroit" 

Because court verdicts have 
proved ineffectual jin stopping the 
games, larger loop spots and circuit 
operators are exerting considerable 
pressure on the common council to 
adopt an amendment to the city’s 
theatre ordinance prohibiting de- 
vices which have been termed lot- 
teries by the state supreme court. 


After several weeks’ study of the 
situation, Assistant Corporation 
Counsel Nathaniel Goldstick last 


week urged the council to pass the 
amendment, providing stiff penalties 
for violations. 

More than a dozen nabe operators 
protested in a body to the council 
that the measure was discrimina- 
tory, in that it hit only theatres and 
failed to embrace the police field 
day, the fireman’s field day and 
numerous church affairs, which em- 
ploy one form of ‘lottery’ or an- 
other, 


They Pile In at Philly 


Earle for 25c Bargain 
Philadelphia, Aug. 10. 

Despite usual hot-weather skid 
and apologetic copy of an air-con- 
ditioner at Earle, morning b.o. is so 
solid under new price scale that the 
lowered admish looks to become 
permanent policy at house. Orig- 





pepper-upper. 

Entrance levy was dropped early 
in July from 35 to 25¢ before 1 p.m. 
Fees later in the day were also 
dropped commensurately, but real 
bizhike, as a result, is seen in the 
first two hours principally. Whether 
the lower prices all day will be con- 
tinued during the winter or the bar- 
gain policy will 
pre-lunch hours, yet undecided, but 
looks doubtful in view of general 
} plan to tilt Philly fees. 





_ WB's Pennsy Scale Cuts 


York, Pa., Aug. 10. 
Without announcing reasons even 
to house managers, Warner theatres 
in this city and Hanover went into 


| 
| 
| 


a new policy with deep cuts in 
prices. Capitol and Strand, York. 
cut mat prices from 30c. to 20c., and} 
evening balcony prices  iikewise. | 
Rialto and Ritz second-run grinds 
dropped from 25c. to 20c. and the 
scale in Hanover was cut from 30c. | 
to 25c. 

While the opinion expressed 
that new policy is intended to hypo 
grosses over summer months, many 
feel the plan is employed to dis- 
courage threatening competish. 





burns and was the only person in- | 


jured. 
Loss partly insured. Theatre | 
equipment, owned by Charles W. 


inally planned only as tropic-wave | 


be limited to the | 





The why and wherefore of 
ing day picture theatres s up 
for discussion again Trend in key 
spots. of nation to back away from 
Thursday is_ pictured by ye 
leaders as indicating that the open- 
ing day for pictures may soon wind 
up on Sunday, once the old-time 
favorite. 

While numerous and sundry ex- 
planations are offered as to why 
N. Y. and many major cities open 
| their new film attractions on Thurs- 
day, two basically are held respon- 
| sible. One is that it has resulted 
| from constantly moving back 


traced to the fact that theatres, 
operating on a split policy, often 
open one picture on Thursday with 
the other on Sunday. 

| One veteran New York theatre 
manager this week deemed Sunday 
an ideal opening day although 
jority opinion among house 
tors is strictly against it. 
|exhib claimed that besides cashing 
in on big Sunday influx, large news- 
paper publications on the Sabbath 
gave full .opportunity for 
| publicity, and sometimes 


7 


| Beatrice, Neb., Still 


1s 


| ‘opening from Saturday. The other 
| 


opera- 


reviews 








| Wrangling Sunday Pix 


| Sabbath as the first day for a 


Lincoln, Aug. 10. 


| Town of Beatrice, Neb., is still 
wrangling over the tie vote (1,553- 


; all) on the question of Sunday shows 
| in the city.. It’s a 10,000 spot, Robert 
Taylor's “home town; and the last 
place in the state of any size to 
hold out against seven-day show- 
ingse This week the pro-Sunday 
gang went to court claiming the 
Sunday issue was won by them be- 
cause some of the votes allowed by 
the board were illegal and some 
not allowed were legal. 


the mail tying the count. 


the! Saturday. 


ma- | 


| 


Old-time | 


| 
| 
| 


extra | 





Count without the mail votes was} students when school 
1,525 for Sundays and 1,512 against,| being date-night with the scholastic 





QUESTION OF THE IDEAL OPENING DAY 


FOR NEW PICTURES COMES UP AGAIN 


It’s Thursday Now, but May Revert Again to 
Sunday—Competitors, Jealous of the Opposish, 
Gang Up on Whichever Day’s Selected 


open- plus additional advertising on a day 


when the 1 


average reads has added 

leisure time. 
Theatre exhibitors at one time 
figured Saturday as the ideal day 


for launching a new show because of 


assured display for their reviews in 
Sunday papers, with larger circu 
tion and added time for reading 
Coupled with this trend towards 
Saturday opening was the situation 
in some keys where the exhib had 


five or six houses but wanted to give 
one specific theatre a boost. Hence 
he opened a new attraction in it on 
Competitors joined in 
because they were adverse to giving 
opposing houses a break, hence the 


whole town ultimately was starting 
its new pictures on the Saturday 
date. 

This tendency to beat the gun 
prompted one or two to experiment 
with Friday. Natural result was 
that competitive theatres moved 
back a day. Then they picked 
Thursday, which is admittedly a 
favorite not only in New York but 


in numerous other key communities, 
Now veteran exhibs, sensing this 
trend of theatre men to hit the 
street with a new production when 
their competition is not opening, say 
this may in time push the whole 
thing back to Sunday. 

Against actually picking the 
run 
is the general belief that a week- 
day and an off-night is the logical 
time for beginning a new show. The 
exhibitors rate Saturday and Sun- 
day as generally taking car of 
themselves—being the big days of 
the week, 

One school of thought indicates 
Thursday as the logical opening be- 
cause it often is a slack night and 
does not interfere with the Friday 


out 


upswing. This increase on Friday is 
attributed to trade garnered from 
is in session, 


clientele. 
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“ARTISTS And Mis 
MODELS” oncHEsTRA | 
arr. MUSIC HALL 
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HELD OVER 


“STELLA 
DALLAS’ 








| Spectacular Stage Productions 





-_< a _ 





Tth Av. & 50th &. 


ROXY 


| 
| 
i 
| 
| 


Starting Friday 
| August 14 


“THE ROAD 
BACK” 
$8287.22. | sradt Show 











| BILL SAXTON’S APPOINTMENT 
Baltimore, Aug. 10. 

William K. Saxton, city manager 
for Loew’s, has been appointed by 
| Gov. Harry W. Nice to represent the 
| State of Maryland at the New York 
| World’s Fair. 

State planning 

' ticipation, 


| 


an elaborate par- 





| - 


2nd Week at Popular Prices 


Spencer Freddie 
TRACY BARTHOLOMEW 
in M-G-M's 


“Captains Courageous” 














TODAY ONLY 
‘Knight Without Armor’ 


STARTING THURSDAY 
Clark dean 
ABLE « AKRLOW 

in ‘SARATOGA’ 


e#a ore 








“Mr. Dodd Takes the Air” 


with KENNY BAKER @ FRANK McHUGH 
Cc to 


an 
25°, ' 


AIR-CONDITIONED — B’way and 47th Street 
Doors open 9:30 A.M.— MIDNIGHT SHOW 


NEW Crorx 





FUN-FOR-ALL ROMANCE 
With the Odds on the Blonde 


‘BLONDE TROUBLE’ 


A Paramount Picture with 
ELEANOR WHITNEY 
JOHNNY DOWNS 

Air-Conditioned 


E> afN ' yA 
CRITERION 24%, 25 
Opens 9 a.m, Midnight Shews te! Pm. 
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EBER SEEKS RADIO-TYPE YARDSTICK 
AS GUIDE FOR ABSORPTION OF MUSICIANS 








Seeks Factual Data, Detailed Breakdowns—Local 
Difficulties Will Be Accommodated — Friendly 


Spirit of Radio Appreciated 
+ 


International Executive Board of 
the American Federation of Musi- 
cians may call in representatives of 
the networks and the National As- 
sociation of Broadcasters for a talk 
before the expiration of the period 
allawed them to evolve some solu- 
tion to the union’s demand that more 
musicians be employed in broad- 
casting. AFM has started to work on 
a formula which might be applied 
to the problem and if the completed 
formula impresses the executive 
board as practical and equitable the 
representative broadcasters will be 
invited to submit their reactions to 
it. Webs and the NAB have been 
granted until Sept. 16 to figure out 
their own plan. 

As a preliminary to developing a 
formula, based on a definite yard- 
stick, the AFM’s board last week 
moved to gather necessary data from 
local branches. Through question- 
naires the board is seeking to learn 
the number of radio stations within 
each local’s jurisdiction, the number 
of musicians employed by them on 
a weekly basis, local prices, how the 
working days and hours are divided, 
the number casually employed and 
the scale for such employment. 


Radio-Type Yardstick 


In working out a formula the 
board expects to keep two things 
uppermost in mind. One is that the 
elements in the formula must be na- 
tive to the broadcasting industry, or 
angles that station men are thor- 
oughly acquainted with and which 
have been used by other factors in 
determining prices, rates and fees. 
Other matter involves doing nothing 
that will have an unfavorable ef- 
fect on musicians already employed 
by local stations. 


Spirit which continues to rule the 
AFM chiefs in their efforts to arrive 
at a solution is that the co-operation 
and opinion of representative broad- 
casters be solicited every step of the 
way and that anything smacking of 
the arbitrary be avoided. What made 
the most gratifying impression on 
Joe Weber, AFM chief, during the 
discussions with persons from the 
yadio and recording industries the 
week before were the admissions 
from these sources that musieians 
have not been receiving the employ- 
ment breaks coming to them from 
broadcasting and that the tendency 
of musician employment to dwindle 
while radio prospered created a se- 
rious situation for the AFM. Weber 
feels confident that the problem can 
be solved without resort to a strike. 


AFM board realizes that regard- 
less of the formula agreed upon 
there will be cases of stations whose 
potential income will make it im- 
possible for them to meet musician 
employment requirements. Such ex- 
ceptions will receive individual study 
and decision. 

Meanwhile it has been arranged 
that a subcommittee of the interna- 
tional executive board, composed of 
different members each week, meet 
with representatives of the networks, 
NAB and stations not affiliated with 
either, and discuss points at issue and 
possibilities of solution. These gath- 
erings are expected to prove an edu- 
cation to the members of the board 
themselves as to the problems of 
operation of the broadcasting indus- 
try. Also overcome the jittery feel- 
ing 
the 
executive board that they had to deal 
with men whose grasp of the inner- 
workings. of the industry was a lim- 
ited one. 


Linton Wells on NBC 








Linton Wells, vet foreign cor- | 








One-Scale Out | 


ee | 
American Federation of Mu- 
sicians has abandoned the idea }| 
of establishing a national uni- | 
form scale for broadcasting. 
Federation’s executive board } 

| 


is convinced that the peculiar 
problems of the industry and 
local union conditions would 
make an arrangement of that 
sort impractical. 














produced among broadcasters at | 
previous week’s meet with the | 


| 


} 
' 


| week's issue to a lambasting of 
| Boake 


610 STATIONS 
EMPLOY 781 
MUSICIANS 


Reading; Pa.. Aug. 10. 

Joe Weber, A. F. of M. prez, ad- 
dressing musicians meeting here last 
week, claimed that 670 stations in 
the United States employ only 781 
musicians. The 234 with web affilia- 
tions used even less than the others, 
he claimed. WCAU, Philadelphia, 
with 50,000 watts, was specifi- 
cally pointed out by Weber as one 
of the large stations without any 
musicians. 

M. Claude Rosenberry, formerly of 
Reading and now director ef music 
for the State Department of Public 
Instruction in this State, pledged the 
aid of himself and his staff in stop- 
ping unwarranted and improper 
competition by school bands for paid 
engagements which would ordinarily 
go to union musicians and other pro- 
fessionals. Frank L. Diefenderfer 
was re-elected the Pennsy)vania- 
Delaware conference's president for 
another five-year term. 


Raymond Paige in N. Y. 


Raymond Paige, ‘Hollywood Hotel’ 
maestro, returns to the Coast next 
week after a fortnight’s vacation in 
New York, his first eastern trek, 
Paige also takes on the baton for the 
Packard show Sept. 9, so that the 
CBS maestro will also have an NBC 
groove with Packard, operating both 











‘Wynn Orr Radio Heads 





shows conjunctively. Latter show is 
for 39 weeks. 

European vacation of Louella Par- 
sons permitted Paige to also take 
time out in order to visit N. Y. 








McAssey Joins Agency 
Chicago, Aug. 10. | 


C. P. MeAssey has joined the | 
Schwimmer & Scott agency here as 
account executive. 

McAssey was formerly with sta- 
tion WCFL here as commercial 
sales manager. 


Stack-Goble in Chicago 


Chicago, Aug. 10. 
Wynn Orr, producer at local NBC 
studios, leaves there to become head 
of Stack-Goble ad agency, replacing 





Still Working 





Indianapolis, Aug. 10. 
Mrs. Albert J. Beveridge, 
widow of Senator Beveridge of 
Indiana, whose son, Albert, Jr., 
is spieler for WIRE here. will 
divide $5,000,000 estate with her 
brother, Spencer Eddy of Paris. 
Two were named heirs of 
widow of Marshall Field. Will 
was filed for probate in United 
States District Court in Wash- 

ington, D. C., on Friday (6). 
Mrs. Beveridge and _ her 
brother will divide the net in- 





Bess Johnson. 
Bess Johnson moving to Lord & | 
Thomas. 


PONTIAC COLLEGE SERIES 


| Henry Souvaine Will Produce—John 
Omitted 


Held, Jr., 
Detroit, Aug. 10. 

Pontiae Motors has signed contract 
with NBC for resumption of its 
‘Varsity Show’ starting Oct. 1. Con- 
tract calls for new series campus 
airings over 78 stations of NBC Blue 
net, instead of the Red web used on 
the original series last winter and 
spring. 

Half-hour show, substituting col- 
lege talent for the m.c. chores per- 
formed by John Held, jr., in the 
original series, will hit the air at 
8 p.m. EST., Friday. Production 
and direction of shows again will be 
handled by Henry Souvaine, Inc, 

Dates assigned for first six broad- 
casts include U, of Alabama, Oct. 1; 





Purdue, Oct, 8; Southern Methodist | 


U., Oct, 15; University of Virginia, 
Oct. 22; Fordham, Oct. 29, and In- 
diana U., Nov. 5. 





Rutherford To 


Spiel Over 60 
Stations Twice 


Judge Rutherford is buying time 
on a flock of stations through the 
east, south and midwest for two live 
spiels he will personally make dur- 
ing the annual convention of the 
Watchtower Society to be held in 
Columbus, Ohio. Watchtower is big 
user of transcriptions. 

Each talk will be of one-hour 
duration, first carded for Sept. 19, 
the winder-up for Sept. 26. Hookup 
will be via wire out of Columbus to 
all the stations rigged together for 
the pair of spiels. To date about 60 
stations have been definitely cleared, 
but nearly a dozen broadcasters ap- 

roached have refused to carry. the 

atchtower proceedings because of 
the radical character of the religious 
principles. 


Geo. Bijur’s Agency 


George Bijur, one-time CBS sales 











come from a trust fund of 
$4,500,000. Upon the death of 
Mr. Eddy, Mrs. Beveridge or 


her heirs will inherit the entire 
estate. 

Al Beveridge, Jr. showed up 
for work as usual at WIRE on 
Sat. (7). 











Train Saluted 
Enroute by Six 


Radio Stations 


Cincinnati, Aug. 10. 

WCKY will be the first of six sta- 
tions to do a short-wave pickup of 
the fourth anniversary program 
i originating on the Pan-American, 
crack train of the Louisville & Nash- 
ville Railroad, operating between 
here and New Orleans, set for Aug. 
14, 

L. B. Wilson 10,000 watter will air 
the first quarter hour of the rolling 
show, starting at 10 a.m. Vocal and 
instrumental talent for the initial 
stanza will be from the WCKY staff: 
Pat O'Malley, Jayne Rohan, Ralph 


man Collins. There also will be a 
brief interview with an L. & N. exec. 


artists from WHAS will present a 
similar program, to be picked up by 
that station. During the trip WSM, 
Nashville; WSGN, Birmingham, and 
WSFA, Montgomery, Ala., and WWL, 
| New Orleans, will participate in the 
| broadcasts, 


SEGAL-SMITH HEARING 











Washington, Aug. 10. 

Postponement of hearing on dis- 
barment charges was sought from 
Federal Communications Commission 
last week by Paul M. Segal and 
George S. Smith. Ventilation prob- 
ably will be deferred until October. 

More time was requested because 
of absence of key witness, now 
traveling in Europe, combined with 
the fact that the scheduled hearing 
would occur about the time of Jew- 
ish holidays. Commish probably will 
grant request, particularly in view 
of two vacancies and possibility that 
|new members will not have had time 





and Edith Hodges, Edith and Sher- | 


i 
| 
When the flier nears Louisville, | 


MAY BE DELAYED 


South America 
Shortwave Reply 
To United States 


Buenos Aires, July 24. 

Not to be outdone by the incur. 
sion of European and American 
short wave ‘trespassers’ into the S.A. 
territory, Primera Cadena Argen- 
tine de Broadcasting opened its first 
two short wave outlets in the Ar. 
gentine last week. Radio Belgrano, 
top station of the S.A. network con- 
trolled by Jaime Yanklelevitch, pre- 
miered newcomers CXA8 and 
CXAI14 as 300-watt short-wavers of 
part of the chain. 


Antennae of the stations is not 
| directional but is, instead, an inter- 
national broadcast to the Spanish 
speaking world. New American set- 
ups of NBC and CBS are directional 
and aimed at the radio listening pub- 
lic of S.A. Will operate on a part 
time policy. Former of twain oper- 
ates on 9,605 k.c. band while latter 
occupies notch on 15,160. 








Panama City, July 24. 
Station HBSA, new short waver, 
was opened this week by Star and 
| Herald, local Spanish-English paper. 
| It’s known as Star of Panama. 


Operating on the 11,000 band. sta- 
tion carries 300 watts making it the 
| most powerful short-wave station in 
| the Central American area. 


Majority of stations in small C.A. 
| territory are shortwavers because of 
the cramped condition. If they were 
| long-wave stations they would be 
| forever violating the international 
| agreement and can only offset such 
| conditions while functioning in the 
| uncontrolled short wave bands, 


SHUBERTS PROTEST ON 
WOR’S SHOW’S NAME 


On protest from William Klein, at- 
,torney for the Shuberts, to Jules 
_Seebach, program director of station 
| WOR, the new Georgie Price sus- 
| tainer, on the Mutual network, starts 
| Sunday (15) sans the ‘Passing Show 
| of the Air’ billing. Shuberts claimed 


} 


| 





| that’s an established exclusive show 
property with them, despite the sta- 
| tion’s reference to the ‘passing show 
|of Washington’ as a newspaper fea- 
i ture, the Passing Show as a periodi- 
cal title, etc. 

Price and the Shuberts have been 
engaged in legal imbroglios before, 
including contract breach litigations. 

Morton Gould's orchestra, Vivian 
Ruth and the Key Men will round 
ve the Price half hour starting at 

7:30, 


| ammee 


| Offer Willie Howard with 
Will Osborne and 7G’s 


Program being auditioned for 








promotion chief, is opening an ad | to become acquainted with case by commercial network spotting this 


agency of own under his name on 
Aug. 20, in New York. 

Leaving Columbia after an 11- 
month tenure in Oct., 1935, Bijur 
worked for Irwin-Wasey for a stretch 
which terminated last winter. Since 
then he has been visiting in Europe. 





C10. Mouthpiece Whams Carter 





the origimal hearing date, Sept. 13. 





Robert Stevens’ : Try-Out 
| For Maxwell Program 


San Francisco, Aug. 10. 
| Robert Stevens, tenor on the local 


_ week is a 30-min. layout consisting 
, of Willie Howard, Will Osborne’s 
/orch and Ed Smalie’s 7 G’s. Show 
was put together by Frank Cooper, 
of Curtis & Allen agency which is 
| submitting. 
Howard is 


| 
} 


now doing a. air 


~~ | NBC sstaff, goes to Hollywood this | single, after having in the past al- 


week for a special appearance on, Ways been teamed with his brother 


| 

| the Maxwell House Show Boat pro- 
gram Thursday (12). May get a 

| term contract. Has been with NBC 

| since 1931. 


Another singer, 


Philadelphia Labor Publication Stalks Philco Com- ,skeded for a buildup and is being 
mentator for Anti-Union Campaign 


Philadelphia, Aug. 10. 
Labor Record, official organ for 
the 100,000 CIO members in Phil- 
adelphia, devotes a full page in this 


Carter for his anti-labor 


views. Paper also takes WCAU and | 





respondent, starts a new series of; i's Owners, Ike and Leon Levy, to 
Saturday nights, 8:30-8:45 broad-| task and suggests that labor frown 
casts for NBC Aug. 21. In addition] upon Philco products while the 
Wells is slated for the Magic Key | company bankrolls Carter broad- 
Oct. 3. | casts. 

Sino-Jap fracas has accentuated, Editorial describes Carter as | 


interest in foreign affairs, and Wells | being known to the newspaper pro- | 
will talk on his background as news-/| fession as the ‘Voice of Inexperi- | 
paperman in the capitals of the | ence’ since, it is alleged, he has often 
world. | confessed that his ‘radio blah and 

He is author of ‘Blood on the | his syndicated column are culled | 
Moon. his reminiscences, and was directly from what he has just read,’ 
last N. Y. publicity representative 
for Samuel Goldwyn, Inc. 


‘This,’ says the editorial, ‘constitutes | 
the most authentic case of inbreed- , 


| ing on record. It also explains Car- 
| ter’s recent attacks on the CIO.’ 


Carter is scored by the editorial 
for geiting only one side, the em- 
ployer’s, in a labor 


scares, lauding vigilantism, encour- 
aging strikebreaking, fawning upon 
the Tom Gjirdlers, uttering pious 
and patriotic platitudes and gener- 
ally ranting monotonously like a 
man in a padded cel! who thinks 
they are coming to take his last 
yacht away from him.’ 

Editorial concludes: ‘Charlie 
McCarthy even answers back. Boake 
Carter imagined a character Johnny 
Q. Public, and imagined him 
dumber than a dummy. He im- 
agined Johnny Q. Public wouldn't 


talk back. But he is taiking back all 


the time and it won't be long before 
Boake the Bloke finds it out.’ 


controversy. It | 
also charges him with ‘raising red | 


| replaced (16) on the daily afternoon 
|show by Beryl Cameron, contralto. 
| Miss Kelly, a soprano, will be spot- 
|} ted on various network airers, in- 
cluding Meredith Willson’s Saturday 
coast-to-coaster, on which she has 
| been singing for several weeks. 
Two other NBC warblers, Zella 
Layne and Dick Newton, leave the 
web's staff Aug. 21. Miss Layne will 
|} devote all her time to Ellis Kim- 


|} where she began singing recently, 
land Newton will return to his home 
jin Reno, Nev., to attend to personal 
business. 


Bernie at State Fair 


Chicago, Aug. 10. 

Ben Bernie will make his last 
| broadcast of the season from New 
| York on Aug. 31 and then hop for 
, the Coast, where he will take up the 
| following week. 

Stops off. at the Michigan State 
Fair on Sept. 3-4, where -he will 
work as m.c, 


Betty Kelly, is} 


| Indianapolis, Aug. 10. 


ball’s dance band at Topsy’s Roost, | 


Eugene, who acted as straight, over 
air and on stage. 


Young Demos on NBC 





National Young Democrats’ Con- 
_vention at State Fair Grounds here 
| Aug. 19-20-21 with 10,000 delegates 
land spectators expected, will be fed 
' via WIRE, Indianapolis, to NBC. All 
| will be on Friday (20), with Mrs. 
| Roosevelt to air over the red web, as 
| will James A. Farley. Blue web will 
;receive spiel of President's | son, 
James Roosevelt. W. A. Clark, sta- 
'tion manager, states NBC has an ex- 
'clusive on these three spiels. 
| Also included in WIRE plans 1s 
the airing of dance on Saturday (21) 
evening at Fairgrounds for local air- 
‘ing only, when convention will be 
closed to the Duke Ellington swing- 
stvle. 


Jehn Sheehan of General Electrics 

, broadcasting division at WGY. took 
|over the sports commenting, as well 
|as announcing, on Tydol . program 
last week, in 
jof Leo Bolley. 


absence on vacation 
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Shake-Up of Hearst Radio Looms: 
Gough, Billings, Roosevelt Each 
Would Be Sultan of His Region 


iieeenbiniaillaemniai + 








Chicago, Aug. 10. 
Reported that there is a revamp- 
ing of executive authority in the 
Hearst radio division under way. 
Idea which T. J. White, top man in 
Hearst radio, has under considera- 
dion is to split up the supervision 

of these interests in three sections. 
Under this purported new setup 
Emil Gough’s jurisdiction would be 
confined to the stations in the east 
and middle west, while Ford Billings 
would assume autonomous authority 
over the west coast group and El- 
liott Roosevelt have the first and 
Jast word in tle operation of the 
southwestern stations controlled by 
Hearst. 


As the result of such split | 
of authority each of the three would | 


Mutual siostaas Off 


Mutual billing for time: 
July, 1936—$109,561.16. 
This year—$84,361.65. 


HEARST SELLS 
COMMUNISTS 
TIME 














co-operate with one another but re- | 


port direct to White. 


Ii is also understood that White is | 


favorably disposed to the breaking 
up of the California Network, or at 


least eliminating the McClatchy sta- | 
_ tions from this setup. 





GEN. HUGH JOHNSON 
BATTING FOR BROMO 


General 





Hugh Johnson will make 


his commercial _air debut on Sept. 27 | 


over NBC-blue for Grove’s Bromo- 


Quinine. Stack-Goble is the agency. | 
Johnson | 


Signing of General 
quashes the mixup that occurred 
when Gabriel Heatter inadvertently 
signed exclusive pacts for both an 
NBC program for Grove and a WOR 
seiup for Rogers-Peet department 
store. Heatter had squiggled a con- 
tract first with the latter, so Grove 
stepped out. 


General will do a commentating 


job four nights weekly over the web. | 


On Mondays and Thursdays, he will 
air from 8 to 8:15 p.m.; on Tuesdays 
and Wednesdays from 10 to 10:15 
p.m. 

Former NRA chief, before signing 
with his sponsor, exacted a promise 
that his copy would not be cen- 
sored. Since it is the policy of NBC 
to hold the right to use the shears 
on any material aired over either of 
iis webs, at the network the boys— 
especially those in the program de- 
partment—are sitting with crossed 
fingers. 

It makes for a rather complex 
situation, with NBC declaring its 
policy on censorship is undeviating, 
yet the account has been taken on 
with NBC aware of the terms under 
which General Johnson agreed to do 
commercial commentating. 


News Eds Convention 


Chicago, Aug. 10. 
First annual convention of the As- 
sociation of Radio News Editors and 
Writers will be held here at the Ho- 
te] Sherman on Sept. 10-11-12. 


Some 300 news editors and writers | 
in for the) 


in radio are expected 
meetings and get together. John Van 
Cronkhite, president of ARNEW, | 
planning advance meeting of the 
board of directors of the organiza- 
lion, to set up schedules and special | 
sessions for the convention. 


Mischa Kettler ot at WWJ. 


Detroit, Aug. 10. 


Mischa Kottler, concert pianist 
with station foi past three years, 


has been appointed musical di rector | 
of WWJ. 

He succeeds Valbert Coffey, who 
lefi the station several months ago 
to rejoin the Detroit Symphony or- 
cnesira. 


Shandor’s Hotel Date 


Shandor, radio and vaude violinist, | 


has signed an agent pact with Con- 
solidated Radio Artists. 
cordionist, he’s been booked into the 
Hotel Bennett, Binghamton, N. Y. 

Bill Burnham, of the CRA home 
“ffice, set the deal. 


With an ac-| 


Hearst-owned WINS, N. Y., has 
sold a half-hour of time to the Kings 
, County Communist Party on Aug. 26, 
for a whooper-upper for the com- 
ing election. 

Speakers on the program, 
!will be fed WMCA, include Earl 
oe most prominent Com- 
nist in the U. S., and Clarence 
a soneitned editor of the Daily 
| Worker. 
| Sale of time marks the first in- 
stance on official record of any 
Hearst property doing business with 
a communistic organization. 


which 





PETRY DROPS IDEA 
OF JR. STATION REP) 


| It’s 100% cold at the Edward Petry 
| organization for a junior station sales 
|rep_ set-up. Petry and partners, 
Cristal and Voynow, teyed with the 
idea for a coupe of months. 

Decided that unavoidable conflic- 
tion of interests would arise between 
the parent and the offspring. So 
they're forgetting about it. 


IN, OUT, UP, BETTER 


Staff at KLZ, Denver, Records Some 
Activities 
Denver, Aug. 10. 
Wes Battersea has quit KLZ as 
production manager to join the Ray- 
mond Keane agency. He continues 











to handle two KLZ street broad- 
casts, however. 
Bob Jensen, station engineer, goes 


to Chicago to join NBC. Ralph Sar- 
gent succeeds him and Les Water- 
man succeeds Sargent at transmit- 
.ter. Tom McClelland, 
|neer, is recovered from his pneu- 
monia and loafing in Kansas City. 

| Bob Bradley is back, tenoring at 
‘the station after a New York date 
on the Heinz CBS D crimeicanny 


CBS’ 40c Divyy 


Initial dividend on the new Class 
A and B stocks was declared last 
_ week by Columbia Broadcasting 
System directors, with issuance of 
| 40c. cash on both issues. Divvy is 
| payable Sept. 10 to stockholders on 
record Aug. 27. 

Present stock, which has $2.50 par 
ae now is being traded on the 

N. Y. stock exchange, dividend dec- 
poek halting recent declining 
| tendencies as both issues attempted | 
| to find a trading range. CBS Class A | 
stock was most active last week. 


Hoffman to WSYR 
Des Moines, Aug. 10. 
Phil Hoffman, of the commercial 
| department of KSO and KRNT, Des 














| Moines, goes to WSYR, Syracuse, 
iN. Y. as commercial manager, 
| Aug. 12. 

With Hoffman's leaving, the sales 
set-up of the siations has been 


| changed to include Dale Morgan, an- 
nouncer ane Wayne Welch, secre- 
jiary to Cra ¢ Lawrence, commercial 
| manager. 


chief engi- | 


UTREA DEALS ON; 
SARTO aePT, | 


| Transamerican Prez Now 


Lining Up Additional 





Cincy - Pittsburgh - Philly- 
N.Y. Loop 


10-CITY WEB 





through 
land WFIL, 
|New York, 
| be considerably 


cinnati KQV, 


Philadelphia to 


Pittsburgh 
WHN, 
eastern end will 
with the 
| start of the new broadcasting season. 


on the 


extended 


| Negotiations are now ‘in progress be- 
| tween John L. Clark, president of 
| Transamerican Radio & Television 
| Corp., exclusive sales representatives 
for the WLW line, and stations in 
prime markets in the midwestern 
and eastern sectors of the United 
States. 

Meanwhile WJJD, Chicago, 


to become the Chicago outlet for the 


is set 


expansion. In closing the deal Ralph 
Atlass departs from his traditional 
policy of completely unaffiliated 
operation. 


WJJD at the start is expected to 
feed about six shows to the Trans- 
american logp which will be a small 
network embracing big markets only 
starting Sept. 15. Lydia Pinkham is 
one commercial maybe. 








Transamerican has been’ busy 
scouting the secondary phases of de- 
ivelopment for the WLW line for 
| many weeks. Has preserved con- 
| siderable quiet due to some expion- 
age work that resulted in monkey 
wrenches bawling up a couple of 
deals. 

Without Chicago particularly the 
line could not hope to swing certain 
accounts. Other key markets, too, 
were logical additions. In all some 
six cities will be added to the pres- 
ent four. 

Transamerican may set up a Chi- 
cago sales and production office. 


Colored Cast 


‘Porgy and Bess 
As Air Show 


Kass-Tohrner 
(Tuesday) closed 
Guild for the 
|rights to ‘Porgy and Bess, George 
Gershwin which the Guild 
produced last season on Broadway. 
Deal with Gershwin on his end as a 
composer was arranged two months 
ago. 

Original colored cast has been set 
by Kass-Tohrner, including Ann 





agency 
with 
radio 


yesterday 
the Theatre 
dramatization 


musical 





| Brown, Todd Duncan, Georgette 
| Harvey, Ruby Elzy, Warren Cole- 
| man and Jack Carr. Gershwin, 


| 


|°. k.d the air script 
Fanny May Baldridge. 
| ‘Porgy’ is designed for the 
as a series of 13 30-min. programs. 
| A 28-pe orch will be used, 
| warbled solos buitressed by a 16- 


| voice choir. 


prepared by 


Some Gershwin music which 
could not be squeezed into the legit 
production will be used on the air. 
It was originally planned, incident- 





Links to Expand Existing | 


WLW line now running from Cin- | 


WJJD, CHI, ON WLW LINE 





| 
| 








Radio Actors Claim 600 Members: 


Board Chosen, Organizers Next: 
Writers Unit Seemingly Cold 


* 


ios: Wleelt helenae 





Saudis Starts Oct. 3] 


Aug. 10. 
Season for Father Coughlin broad- 

casts gets going Oct. 31, and con- 

tinues for 26 weeks, according to 


Chicago, 


contracts signed within past few 
days. Will use an independent net- 
work of 26 Canadian and U. S&S. 
| stations. 

Is Ilth year for the airing, and 


second in 








| majored in 
| bobbed up 
ozone | Other 


and ithe | 





ally, to have the late composer pro- | Moines 





'duce and baton the orch for the} 
broadcasis. 

This week wili see the start of} 
several rehearsals the cast will have 
before the show geis its first audi- 
tion. Two agencies have already | 
carded auditions for clienis. 





which Canadian stations 
are included 


WOR PORTER 


KNOWS HIS 
ACOUSTICS 


James 


Thieubedeux, colored por- 
iter at WOR, New York, sells pro- 
gram producers and orchestra lead- 


ers using studios at station produc- 
tion acoustical layouts and orchesiral 
setups. Reason the porter 
for such service is that he has re- 
peatedly evinced keener 
of the acoustics at WOR than any- 
one else around the place. 

Originally from New 
Thieubedeux js a graduate of Xavier 
College, N. O., and occasionally gets 
a job doing a role on an 
dramatization. 


ATLANTA JOURNAL 
LIBERALIZES DEPT. 


Atlanta, Aug. 10. 
With advent of WAGA, Atlanta 
Journal has practically doubled daily 
space allotted to radio. Journal owns 
and operates WSB and _ supervises 





WAGA, which is owned by Liberty | 


Broadcasting Co. 

Previous to WAGA’s debut, read- 
ers of Journal’s radio page had to 
content themselves with 
WSB almost entirely, other 
getting only bare and curt listings in 
agate type in program schedules. 


This has all been changed, how- lover a 


ever. WGST, Columbia outlet, 
WATL, local 
recognition in 


and 
inde, are now getting 
Journal, as 
is regarded locally as a smart one 
as paper's aloofness toward 
other stations has thrown it open to 
much criticism from readers who 
like to do a bit of browsing on their 
dials when the occasion arises. 
Ernest Rogers, publicity director 
of WSB, continues in | charge of page 


Al Short Dead 





Chicago, Aug. 10. 
Al Short, 46 
Coming from Bala- 
theatre chain, Short 
radio until vaude units 
couple of vyears 
details on 


an & Katz 


| pa ges. 


Montgomery with KSO-KRNT 


Des Moines, Aug. 10. 
E. F. Montgomery has 
pointed national sales manager fo! 
stations KSO and KRNT, 
, and WMT of Waterloo and 
Cedar Rapids, Iowa. Monigomery 
was formerly commercial 
of KOIL and has 
ciated in the 
WCCO and John Blair 
He assumes his 
mediately. 


also 
past 


new auies iin- 


Organizational setup of the mk W® 
American Federation of Radio Artists 
is expected to be completed within 
the next week or 10 days. Formal 
application for a charter from the 
Associated Actors and Artistes of 
America will be made tomorrow 
(Thursday) afternoon. ranting of 
the charter is merely a forrhality, as 
the action was informally taken by 
the AAAA council a week ago. 

First formal meeting of the board 
will take place next Monday (16). 
Election of officers and appointment 





gets paid! 


knowledge | 


Orleans, | 


ether | 


news of | 
stations | 


| will air 
well as | 


sheet’s own WSB and WAGA. Move | 


two | 


. died today ‘(Tuesday ) | 


4 . | from apoplexy. 
shortly before his death, o. 0..d and b . 


220, 
Short in vaude| 


been ap-| 
Des | 
manager | 


been asso- | 
With KSTP., | 


of organizers for other cities slated 
for that time. President and five 
vice-presidents, all honorary, will be 


chosen, as will a paid executive sec- 
retary and staff. 

While the personnel of the na- 
tional board of 45 members has not 
been officially announced, 
already known. Some of those from 
the New York dramatic ranks are 
understood to be Helen Hayes, Os- 
good Perkins, Helen Menken, Mare 
Smith ‘at present serving as chair- 
man of the temporary local board), 
Richard Gordon and George Heller 

Suggested by the Coast dramatic 
group for membership are the fol- 
lowing: Carlton KaDell. Cy Kendall, 
Fred Shields, Norman Field, Bill 


(Continued on page 62) 


Morris Plan Terns Te 


Radio for That Veneer 


‘Ports of Call’ transcription series 
has been sold by Atlas Radio to a 
number of individual Morris Plan 
banks. There are some 200 such 
banks, Headquarters in Richmond 
| recommended the show, which is 
| educational in character and sugar- 
coats geography for kids. 
| Detroit Morris Plan bank has 
taken a school teacher under spon- 
sorship for a ‘Pronounce it Correctly" 
program over CKLW. 

Morris Plan banks encounter some 
public hostility and are attempting 
to create good will among parents 
and the younger generation. 


BUICK’S BIG BLAST 


70 Stations Will Be Loaded Dewn 
During Aute Weeks 

Buick Motors this autumn 
blast out with an_ intensive 
campaign of one week's duration 
spread of 70-odd stations. 
During the stanza the stations used 
20 puffs daily for the ae- 


many ere 








will 
spot 


count, 

Weeks of bombardment of Buick 
blurbs will coincide with the Auto 
Shows at which General Motors will 
_unveil next year’s models. 

Last year during the motor exhibit 
season, Buick went on stations with 
ten spots daily for five days. Reason 
for the upped expenditure this year 
is that Buick is tilting the prices of 


‘jts models, 


NBC “At Home’ to F.C.C. 


Weshingtos. Aug. 10. 

NBC was ‘at home’ to the Federa) 
Communications Commission at its 
|new modernistic studios in the 
| Trans-Lux building last Friday (6). 

Pariy for F.C.C. employees, which 
included a reception and tour of the 
swanky lay-out, was postponed at 
the time of the official opening be- 
cause of the death of Anning S. 
Prall, commish chairman. 


John Gillin Elected 


Aug. 10. 





Lincoln, 


| Nebraska Broadcasters Assn., 
|; representing 10 stations in siate, 
| elected Johnny Gillin of WOW, 
| Omaha, its president. 

| John M. Henry of KOIL-KFAB, 
|Omeha, is vice president and Art 
| Thomas of WJAG, Norfolk, is secre- 


lary treasurer, 


Imes 
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The first annual VARIETY RADIO 
: DIRECTORY is on sale. 
Price $5 the copy. 
i 
NEW YORK CHICAGO HOLLYWOOD 
ata PHILADELPHIA ays WASHINGTON Se 
Brentano‘s pats Randolph News Shop a: Satyr Book Shop 
586 Fifth Ave. Brentano's 63 W. Randolph St. Brentano's 1620 No. Vine St. 
= 1726 Chestnut St. z 1922 F St. N. W. 7 
Variety Variety Variety 
154 West 46th St. 54 W. Randolph St. 1708 No. Vine St. 
VARIETY RADIO DIRECTORY 
154 W. 46th St, New York City 

: | 

® Please send____+—s=— copies of VARIETY RADIO 

DIRECTORY ($5 per copy, postage prepaid; duty not al 


prepaid in Canada). Enclosed find § 








This coupon may be sent to Name 

your nearest Variety Office Address 

City — : State 

| Firm Name : 
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DICKSTEIN CHARGES FOCUS ATTENTION ON 
FOREIGN LANGUAGE BROADCASTING BIZ 


Impetus to Critical 


Viewpoint 
WBBC, WHOM-WFAB Deny Use 


tractors —Linguals Aware of Delicacy 


shih acisih Dace teed 4 
| 
Reaction among the foreign lan- | 
guage stations of Greater New York | 
to the accusations of Rep. Samuel 
Dickstein that their stations have 
taken Nazi propaganda, knowingly 
eSeanknowingly, together with the 
various published stories of the sit- 
uation has focused attention upon 
the multi-linguals as never before. 


That the stations are sensitive to the 
charge of propaganda needs no am- 
They are, however, equally 
sensitive to any tendency 
which they believe 
then sentiment against foreign | 
broadcasting in itself. 


plifying. 


or pub- 





licity might | 
streng 
language 

At least one Federal Communica- 
tions Commission examiner has 
raised the question of whether alien 
speech over American stations was 
altogether desirable or in the public | 
interest. Critics have alleged that | 
the use of radio to intensify old 
wetld loyalties, strengthen immi- 
grant groups, etc., was working 
against Americanization efforts 
which regard the use of English as 
a fundamental of assimilation. 


Impossibility of one-language 
Americans policing foreign programs 
on which propaganda is or may be} 
slipped over and the fact that the 
stations themselves have possibly | 
been lax in that regard is also not 


doing the immigrant stations any 
good. 
New York, Philadelphia, Cleve- 


and, Buffalo and Detroit are prime 
foreign language broadcasting towns. 
Certain factory towns likewise have 
a good deal. 


Men operating the foreign stations 
are keenly aware of and intelligently 
trying to combat the dangers that 
beset them. 


animosities but other 


Not only Nazi-Jewish | 
racial situa-| © 


| WHOM-WFAB, denies 


ae | 


of ‘Con- 





Foreign Favorite 
officiates on 
on WHOM, 
the label of which, 
translation, means ‘Voice of 
It sponsored by 
refrigerators. 
recent Sunday 


Ludwig Zadora 
a Polish program 
New York, 
in 
Heart.’ 
Norge 

On a 


1S 


Zadora 


presided at a picnic attended 
by his listeners. He plugged 


the affair ‘over the ozone in ad- 
vance, and WHOM states 7,000 | 
came. 

Zadora proved quite a godly 
hero to his listeners when they 
viewed their adviser for the 
®rst time in the flesh. They 
enthroned him under a tree on 
the picnic grounds and marched 
by in silent awe. Many of 
them showed their appreciation 











'That w 


of his ether talks by tossing 

dollar bills at his feet. 
men a Jew, a Catholic and a Prot- 
estant. 

Horst Wessels song, Nazi anthem, | 
is barred at WWRL, Clarke states, 
who adds ‘our set-up is such that | 
no propaganda could be broadcast 


without our knowledge and we pride | 
ourselves in maintaining a _ station | 
policy that frees us from any foreign | 
political discussion that might serve 


to stir up religious and_ racial 
hatreds.’ 

No Contractors 
WWRL. as do WBBC and 


that any of| 


their foreign language participating 
programs are conducted by ‘con-| 
|tractors.’ All are run by salaried | 
| staff announcers. 

Joseph Lang of WHOM-WFAB | 
states: ‘We have absolute control of 


tions have to be delicately skirted. | 


WWRL located 
Island (actually a part of New York 
City) is probably typical of the ef- 


in Woodside, Long! 


forts to appease all sides and keep | 


the station neutral. Frank R. Clarke, | 
its commercial manager, 


| 


explains | having Nazi connections, 
that he purposely employs as sales-' flatly spurned, he states. 


our programs and nothing is broad- 
cast that is not first approved by the | 
station. . Two persons formerly | 
connected with our organization 
were asked to leave because of their | 
suspected Nazi leanings.’ 


Lang admits that his stations have | 
been approached by parties probably | 
All were 
Lang is in 





}more down 
| working class districts. 


| tion 


Pr 
In 


| cultural life, etc., 


|} run 


| 





partnership with Paul Harron, a 


| Catholic. 





Fired One Announcer 
Detroit, Aug. 10. 
WJBK fired an announcer some 
months ago for inserting Nazi propa- 


ganda in a record program. That 
appears to be the sole known in- 
cident of racial trouble on any of 
Detroit’s multi-linguals. 

Polish, Hungarian, Yiddish and 
|German tongues predominate and 
|the advertising is a nice piece of 
change for the stations invoived. 


Polish is 
Detroit's 


German is on two stations. 
the alley of 


WMBC, Detroit and WEXL, Royal 
Oaks (suburb) carry foreign stuff in 
addition to WJBK. No other racial 


| feuds cause any trouble. 





Cleveland, Aug. 10. 
Cleveland is big city for foreign 
ianguage radio due to 65% of popu- 
lation being first or second genera- 
immigrant. Stanley Altschuler 
charge of foreign programs at 
WHK-WJAY reports that only once, 


ito his knowledge, has a Nazi group 


attempted to use Cleveland 
as about six months ago. 
were promptly nixed. 

Various nationalities get along 
okay, each having own programs, 
but collaborating 
peacefully on various specials of a 
civic character from time to time. 
Majority of programs are .in the 
musical tradition of the homelands. 

WHK and WJAY have 10 
tionality group programs weekly, 
occupying 8 hours 45 minutes on 
air. Nationality Broadcasting Assn. 
foreign language shows on 
WGAR for six different groups. Sta- 
tion devotes three hours weekly. 
NBA was organized last December 


radio. 
They 


na- 


|after groups formerly on WJAY split 


after WHK took over station and 
announced policy of English an- 
|}nouncements on all nationality pro- 
grams. 
Philadelphia, Aug. 10. 

WTEL and WHAT have carried 
German language programs _ pro- 
|}duced and announced by Willie 


| Seuren who at present is on a visit 
| to Germany, 
lat WRAX, 


He was once employed 


Neither the local offices of the 
American League against War and 
Fascism nor the Anti-Defamation 
Committee of B’nai Brith ever had 





tations. 


- 








During the Spring and Summer of this 
year, network and national spot business 
showed a 100% increase over the same 
periods in any of the preceding yea 

Fall reservations on national and network 
business have already exceeded all expec- 


WSAI—proven “The Cincinnati Buy.” 


Robert G. Jennings, in charge of Sales and Programs, Cincinnati 


@® BASIC RED NETWORK, N. B. C. 
@ MUTUAL BROADCASTING SYSTEM 


@® THE WLW LINE 


THE CROSLEY RADIO CORPORATION 
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WNYC in Election 





Local stations around greater 
New York City are in for a 
big bowl of broadcasting cher- 
ries this autumn when the 
mayoralty election campaign 
swings inte fever heat. 

Fusion party, with Mayor 
LaGuardia on a_ reelection 
|] ticket, has already signified its 
i} intention of heavily investing 
its campaign coin in air time. 
Tammany will follow suit, re- 
gardless of to whom the nod is 
given. 

WNYC, New 
cipally-owned and non-com- 
mercial station, will give all 
candidates and parties an equal 
chance as required. Should be 
ironic when LaGuardia’s op- 
ponents sling darts at him over 
the station he babied during his 
regime. 


York’s muni- 











complaints about his 
even heard of him. 


any 
or 

Seuren does two shows 
WHAT, one an hour and 
hour. They 
; obtained in 
to Manager 
no speech 
talking in 
programs 


one a half 
Germany. 


and Seuren does 
introducing them. The 
are sustaining. Seuren’s 
script read in English before he 
airs it, but whether he sticks closely 
to it in German isn’t known 


is 


Seuren conducts participating pro- 
grams. He has an hour daily on 
WTEL of music and gab. Here, too, 
copy is submitted in English, but 


what Seuren actually says in Deutsch 
isn’t known. 
all 


no- 


of 
the 


is 


Universally avowed policy 
five Philly stations using 
spika-da-English programs to 
avoid in every way economic or po- 
litical angles that might get them in 
trouble with either listeners or 

| Commission. WIBG has had no Ger- 
| man programs for two years 
WDAS none for six years. Neither 
outlet has any scruples against them, 
merely find them 
profitable. 

‘The German population in Phila- 
delphia is so small and so much An- 
glicized that there seems no call for 
programs in that language,’ Alexan- 
der W. Dannenbaum, prez of WDAS, 
declared. 

According to Census 
mates for 


Bureau 
1935, Philly’s foreign-born 
Deutschers number about 40,000. 
Total of foreign-born and those of 
German or German-mixed parent- 
age is 135,000. This is out of a total 


foreign-born white population of 
370,000 in a city of 2,000,000, There 


Italians; 180,000 Russian-born or 


other largest national groups. 
programs _ daily, 
George Gerhardi, 
operetta chirper. 
mercials 
nouncements 
German. All &cripts must be sub- 
mitted three days 
numerous execs 


announced 


Station sells com- 


and 





——== 
| opportunity for 
| slipped over, 

Program consists 
news obtained from the German. 
language Gazett-Democrat or 
translated from the dailies, Accord. 
ing to G,. M. Stahl this is carefully 
edited to eliminate anything offen- 
sive, particularly inasmuch as ma- 
jority of sponsoring merchants are 
Jewish, 

Only two actual offers to put the 
Brown-shirt stuff on the air have 
been made here, and they to WHAT 
and WPEN. Former station. was 
asked if it desired to use a German 


anything to be 


of music and 


| short-wave rebroadcast, while WPEN 


| was approached by Steel Helmets 
six months ago. Neither oppor- 
} tunity was accepted. Europa Im- 
port Co., mongers of free German 
discs, never have been to Philly. ap- 
| parently. ) 
Italian Troubles 

WDAS, which airs shows in 
Italian, Jewish, Lithuanian, Polish. 
Ukranian and Slovak, has had com- 
plaints on its Italian programs. 


| About 


activities 
| 


once-a-month 
speaks on the show. 


Italian consul 
This regularly 


| brings squawks about station being 


are operatic recordings | 
According | 
Bill Bailey they contain | 
little | 


a week for} pro-fascist. According to Fiorento Do- 


nato, announcer who handles the 
show, most Italians have leanings 
that way, so he goes along to some 
extent. Station sells its Lithuanian 


and Polish time in bulk. 


WRAX handles German, Italian. 
Jewish and Polish programs. WTEL 
has German and Polish; WHAT, 
|German, Lithuanian and _Italian: 


| and WIBG at present has no foreign- 
At WTEL and WBZA, Allentown, | 


| blocks. 


the | 


and | 


not commercially 


‘2 
esti- 


are 185,000 Italian-born or parented | 


parented Russians, and 77,000 Polish- | 
born or parented Poles in the city’s | 


itself and makes all an- | 


because of 
time for such 
in nothing 
Spots 


shows. 


language 
that 
sold 


recent 
airings 
than 
aren't 


ruling 
will be 
15-minute 
accepted on 


less 


these 


Chicago, Aug. 10. 
Stations here appear to be cutting 
down on foreign language programs. 


Will not admit difficulties with any 
racial groups of any Nazi angles. 
Karl Berg going into his seventh 


year doing German stow 
30 minutes a day. 

WIND does one hour daily. WGES, 
Gene Dwyer station, has 30 minutes 
daily German show likewise. 

More Polish program here 
anything else. 


KOIL 
Aug. 


on WCFL 


than 


ide eeaat Starts 
20; Whoops Sept. 13 


Omaha, Aug. 10. 


KOIL, Omaha news transmitter, 
stepping station up to 5,000 watts 
daytime will be inaugurated about 


Aug. 20. Formal celebration of new 
outlay being withheld until Sept. 13 
when will be observed in connec- 
tion with Electrical show. Features 
of the event include special Mutual 
net broadcast, beauty contest, two lo- 
cal parties in city auditorium, his- 
torical broadcasts and display at 
electric show. 

Committee in charge besides John 


WRAX has two one-hour German Henry and Bruce Wallace includes 
by Bob Cunningham, program director, 
former Shubert; and Paul Hamman, 


national adver- 
tising manager. 
Rates remain same for time being 


in both English and/or until such time as coverage sur- 
| veys can be comoleted. 
in advance and! some time in fall new rate card will 
panelmen_ be forthcoming 
verstehen Deutsch so there is little! watts coverage basis. 


Expected 


made up on 5,000 





productive . 
make it profitable. 














in Colorado Springs Are 
Greater Than 77 Larger Cities 


@ Volume of automotive sales, 
beats that in cities up te more than double its size 
and qualifies it as a market in which sales effort is 
.. KVOR ean qualify 


is VY OR 


COLORADO SPRINGS 


@ with the Colorado Springs Garette and Telegraph ® Under Aitili- 
ated Management with WKY-Okiahoma City. KLZ-Denver and 
Okiahoma Publishing Co. ® Represented by E. Kate Special Adv. Agency. 
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RADIO PAYROLL GOING UP 
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RADIO SALES REPS. 


WAPI, BIRMINGHAM 


Chicago, Aug. 10. 


Radio Sales, Columbia owned-and- 
operated station spot rep firm, takes 
over representation of WAPI, 
Birmingham, Alabama. Columbia 
network has just bought an interest 
in the station. 

Outlet spot sales 
according to all the 
tions of Columbia 
and has adopted the 
form rate structure. 

J. Kelly Smith, sales manager of 
Radio Sales, looking up train sched- 


will be set 
owned 


Radio Sales uni- 


ules for a hop down to Birmingham | 
shortly to look over the station and | 


market. Smith has been in Chi for 
several weeks and will stick here 
until Sept. 1 to ciear up a number of 
midwest deals. 


| o 
World Re-Site KNX 

Washington, Aug. 10. 

Columbia Broadcasting 
last week requested government ap- 
proval for relocation of KNX trans- 
mitter in Los Angeles. Prospective 
22 acre plot is closer to center 


population, away from hills which 
caused transmission headaches, and 


in spot which will lay down stronger | 


signals at San Diego and Santa| 
Barbara. 
Web also seeks to make peace 


up | 
contract regula- | 
stations | 


System | 


of |} 


+ 





| Income Tax Sock 


Self - incorporated holding 
companies by Bing Crosby, Ed 


[| Wynn, Cecil B. de Mille, 
;{ Charles Laughton, and other 
radio-film personalities, has 


| created a tightening up of in- 
come tax loopholes. 
Washington, D. C., lawmakers 
have set up a new system for 
Uncle Sam to sock the moneyed 
show people. Details in the 
film department of this issue. 


i 
} 











| PANELMEN’S SCHOOL 


} a 


KXBY Adjunct Has 100 Resident 
Studes in Kansas City 





Kansas City, Aug. 10. 

First National Television, Inc., op- 
erators training school, has been do- 
ing a brisk biz in placing studes. 
Biggest demand is for combination 
operators and announcers for 
100-watters. 

First National, which was started 
in 1931, has 100 resident students and 
2,000 extension studes. School owns 
|and operates station KXBY and ex- 
perimental television station W9XAL. 

At present school is making ex- 
tensive lab experiments on new type 
cathode ray television. Sid 
school’s prexy. 


new 


Noel is 


American Can Talent 


Chicago, Aug. 10. 
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| | 7 ise | DENVER UNDERTAKER 

| Expecting a Raise | 

| Albany, Ga., Aug. 10. 

A pleasant competitive situa- . 

tion between two of J. W. || _ . Denver, Aug. 10. 

Woodruft’s Georgia stations, Offering scholarship awards val- 

WRBL, Columbus, and WATI | ued at $°,380 KLZ is starting the first 

A emia lene ae W RBI. ‘amateur hour for children in Den- 

aa ee . ce ’ . It's a commercial, sponsored 
ste rill get ‘semi-a ‘ Pew » * 

Uni Th t Five-D en iaithc’ ietiatetes ae by Olinger’s mortuary, with the 
nion reats, ive-Vay | aeiehie PUB = tt i pote 4 se a scholarships furnished by various 
Weeks Publicit E | ’ ~? pinto ss arpa i}musie schools of the city. Program 

b J y on nor- | , ron A lh- ‘ B 
Ps Now WGGP, Albany third iis labeled ‘Olinger’s Contribution«™ 
mous Earnings Last Year station owned by Woodruff, is | Youth.’ 
All Presage Drastic = wearing that anticipatory look To insure none getting or ine 
. ° 9 ~ ao — | program that have no talent, audi- 
ae in Radio’s Total unemployed membership and a grim) tions will be held. The age limit is 
| Disbursements | fixation that radio stations must ab-| 18. Voting will be by mail or tele- 


A.F.M. DEMANDS 


Radio 


industry during 1937 will} 
complete a general salary boost all 
around. This will run from top to 
bottom and is probably one of the 


most extensive upping of employe 


incomes in any single industry. 


Some of the raises have already | 
been granted; others are promised | 
for fall; still more are in the form 


of ‘demands’ that have a pretty good | 
chance of being completely or partly | 


okayed. Five-day weeks have also 
been adopted widely in the larger | 
cities, 

Union pressure has in some in- 
stances impelled managements to 
act. In other cases the mounting 


sorb a substantial number of them 
| through setting up house orchestras, 
still far from general the broad- 
| casting trade. 

Peak business of last season 
the promise of even more prosperity 


in 


and 


for this season has placed radio in 
lan odd situation. Although the net | 
| result of unionization five-day 
weeks, employe wage tilts laff in- 
creases due to the five-day week, and 


so on, is starting to materially boost 
operating the stations 
unable to cry ‘poverty’ o: 
with any great expectation of 
body believing them or syimpathizing. 

Rapid turnover of radio empployes, 


overhead, are 


‘economy 


any- 


|from sales managers to spielers, has | 


long been notorious. It is getting 
even more pronounced better 
money or working conditions draws 
small to 


as 


| from station large stations 


and from large stations to networks. | 


|} graph only, and two winners week- 


lv will be picked. First prize each 
week will be $25, with a second of 


|$15—both in scholarships. Weekly 
| winners will compete every eight 
weeks for additional scholarships 
and at the end of the year the week 
winners will try for scholarships 
valued at $200 and $100 

John C, Kendel, director of music 
in the Denver schools, has been en- 


gaged as producer, director and mas- 
ter of ceremonies for the 
Program starts Sept. 5. 


program, 





some stations paying straight sal- 
aries, and some commissions Sta- 


tions paying their men a commission 
| are, in most cases, afraid to switch 
}’em to salary, since offering ‘em 
$100 a week after they’ve been mak- 
|ing twice that in commissions just 
won't work out. 


with airlines and Commerce Depart- | With the sudden withdrawal of | Profits of individual broadcasting or- ‘ e Tendency is noted to volunta) ily 
ment. Although no accidents at-|Vicent Lopez as guester on the | ganizations have dictated a desire to) se jump writer's and actor's salary. 
tributed to present KNX 490-foot | American Can program on Aug. 17, | Spread part of the prosperity among | Chicago, Aug. 10. | Agencies and stations are afraid of 
radiator, presence of towering an-|the Morris, Shenker & Roth agency, | the hired hands. | Idea is strong held in Midwest that | threatened unionization. 

tenna adjacent to airways which| through Herman Bernie, has moved | On top of these salary gestures, | a 25% rise in operating costs largely | So it goes, all down the line—en- 
have been scene of many crashes has |up Gracie Barrie from the Aug. 24th | forced or spontaneous, to announc- | on payroll increases, is inevitable for | gineers, account executives, singers, 
bothered fliers and government} slot to replace. ers, engineers, actors, writers, direc- | coming season. j}even page boys. All want more 
authorities. New location is far re- On the Aug. 24 date the guesters | tors and office help generally, there Sales departments, particularly,| money since they've heard what 
moved from main legs of radioj| will be Sheila Barrett and Viola |looms the threat of the American) present a problem. At present time, | their stations grossed and _ their 
beacons. | Philo. i Federation of Musicians with 11,000! policy of payment is divided, with ' bosses netted. 

— =e 
















THE 4-Star STATION IN 
AMERICA’S THIRD MARKET! 


* BIGGEST audience 


eon 
sSyden 


* GREATEST power 
* STRONGEST influence 
* FINEST equipment 


50,000 WATTS ! | (Al! PHILADELPHIA 


ROBERT A. STREET. Commercial Manager 
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sreesteen ect are 
‘ , , ‘EC ENRY FONDA 
MPSO? BERT LYTELL LET’S PLAY GAMES CECILIA LOFTUS H é 
i ess: pit ‘Alias Jimmy Valentine’ With Jane Martin, Carlton Warren Impersonation With Myron McCormick 
PALL MALL With Betty Worth, Craig MeDonald, | 15 Mins.—Local 7 Mins.—Local ‘The Mountaineer 


Friday, 10:45 p.m., D.S.T. 
WEAF-NBC, New York 
(Compton) 

Miss Thompson (Mrs. _ Sinclair 
Lewis) is considered top newspaper- 
woman in the U. S. One of the few 
women to hold own in rarified at- 
mosphere of world events’ comment- 
ing. She w.k., respected and 
quoted. Pall Mall is her right spon- 
sor, and she should do a job for the 


ciggies that cost a cut more than 
the standard brands. 
On her initial inning (6), the an- 


is 





John Hamilton 
Transcriptions 
15 Mins. 
EDGEWORTH 
Nightly, 7:30 
WHN, New York 
(Blackett-Sample-Hummert) 
This is 14 installments out of port 
and now past the safe-cracking scene 
that was the climax of the original 
stage play. From now on the script 
will take Jimmy Valentine into new 
fictional territory. Episode caught 
was laying the groundwork in the 
form of threats to the reformed 
crook (Lytell) from still-mean John 


| Hamilton 


| plausibility and characterization. 
| Dises are cut in New York for spot 
|placement. Network was  impos- | 


| radio 


Production directed by Martha 
Atwell was above average in pacing, 


sible, because Lytell at the time the 
deal was consummated was 


| under commitment for a Broadway 
| Stage piece. 


| 


nouncer handicapped her at the} 
start by blurbing for a full five| 
minutes. Partially it was a glowing 
buildup for the talker, but chiefly | 
it was for the product; the latter 
portion of copy was stale and repe- | 
titious. 

gs? has been announced that the 
commentator will chat on ‘People 
in the News.’ On her opening shot, 
she dwelt briefly on quite a few, 


but her basic topic was the possibil- 
ity of war. Her copy was terse, 
punchy and prepared with pene- 
trating insight. 

Threaded into her copy were 
thumbnail estimates of the men who 
will ullimately say yea or nay on 
the next world strife—Cordell Hull, 
Leon Blum, Eden, Stalin, Mussolini 
and Hitler. Her explanations of 
these men, their backrounds, biases 
and motivations were excellent. 
They were not all original; some 
Miss Thompson has written before, 
others were probably first brought 
up by John Gunther in ‘Inside Eu- 
rope. But for what a radio audi- 
ence is, accustomed to getting, they 
were super-super. 

Miss Thompson’s pipes are not 
precisely plush for the ozone. She 
speaks lowly and at times her voice 
goes slightly strident. But when the 
listeners get gripped by her glowing 
copy they will be oblivious of her 
vocal values. And possibly from 
her many lectern chores, Miss 
Thompson has learned how to make 
her talk sound as though she were 
not leafing it off pages. Bert. 














Tobacco plugs are fore 
Claims-all idea is employed. 

Quarter hours ramble along pleas- 
antly and should hold their own. 
Lytell registers well. His voice is 
individualized and his diction crisp. 


and aft 


Melodrama fans on the air should | 
like him. Support okay. 
Scripts are air-mailed in for re- 


cording from Hollywood, where the 
author resides. Land. 


‘KANSAS CITY KIDDIES REVUE’ 
With Charlies Lee Adams 

Variety 

45 Mins.—Local 

JENKINS MUSIC CO. 

Saturday, 10:15 a.m, 

WHB, Kansas City 

Saturday (7) airing of this show 
marked its fifth birthday. It is old- 
est continuous sponsored air fodder 
in K. C. and its had same sponsor 
the entire route. Show is remoted 
from sponsor’s aud which seats 800 
and is air-conditioned. 

Charles Lee Adams who produces 
and emcees originated the show. He 
does a nice job and his shows are 
always fast and entertaining. Doesn't 
let kiddies stand bn their ‘cuteness.’ 











They have to dish out sock. Hoyt. 


Trot out those fall schedules, boys, I'm in shapel I've 
been busier this summer than any summer since I 
climbed into the radio arena ... The fans like my stuff 
‘cause I'm in there every minute giving them what they 


pleaser! Put your dough on me... you're pickin’ a 


winner! 


THE TEST STATION 
OF THE NATION 


DAYTON, OHIO 


Nat'l. Representative. JOHN BLAIR 6 CO 





Friday, 8:45 p. m, 
WOR, New York 

This new freak novelty is _ pat- 
terned somewhat after Prof. Quiz 
and others on the air but has a qual- 
ity of variety and funmaking that 
should make it okay. Picked ques- 
tions, tongue twisters and brain teas- 


are then picked from hat by con- 
testants in the broadcast. 

Payoff to contribs is $3 for each 
game accepted for air program and 
$1 each for tongue twisters. For 
contestants $5 is given for high score 
| and that’s all. 
| stage with prize of this session going 





to Bentley Dickman, salesman 
Radio audience is also invited to 
chime in on the fun. 

Jane Martin handles the games 


after Carlton Warren’s explanatory 
announcement. Just now a sustainer. 








OTELLIO REVARRA ORCHESTRA 
Dance Music 

15 Mins. 

Sustaining 

Saturday, 10 p. m. EDST 
WOR-Mutual, New York 

Otellio Revarra’s Spanish orches- 
tra, playing at the El del Pasev, 
Santa Barbara, Calif., gave his Mu- 
tual listeners one Coast idea of din- 
|ner-dance music. Announced that he 
would play a number of his composi- 
tions. They were better melodically 
than the playing of them. Plays too 
imuch in same groove. 

Rhumba tunes predominate, with 
‘The Masked One’ best. Some sort 
of ‘song of Mexico,’ while presum- 
ably okay for small dance _ spot, 
}ecomes over air strictly lukewarm 
Revarra’s orchestra fails to measure 
up to tempo or polish displaved by 
jany number of N. Y. and Chicago 
|Cuban, Spanish and Hawaiian or- 
|chestral combinations now on radio. 
|Spanish announcer (name _ not 
caught) did nicely, announcing 
jnative tongue and English. Pro- 
gram came out of KDB, at Santa 
Barbara. Wear. 


HERB MAY, JACK CANNOR 
Novelty 

30 Mins. 

SEAWAY LINES, LTD. 
Monday, 9:30 p.m. 

CKLW, Detroit, CRCT, Toronto 


Series of broadcasts from 
Georgian’s Great Lakes dock at Mid- 
land, Ont., originating with CRCT, 
Toronto, and piped, after first two 
airings, to CKLW, Detroit, has two 
mikemen, Herb May and Jack Can- 
nor from CRCT, stationed on dock 
and boat during the half hour be- 
fore Georgian leaves Midland for 
the cruise. Pick up lotta celebra- 
tion on the docks, special train un- 
loading ship passengers, coupla in- 
terviews and some tunes by ship’s 
orchestra, but spend entirely too 
much time _ conversing between 
themselves about nothing. ° 

Program is well-timed to catch all 
the big happenings and runs smooth 
enough. Spiel centers about ‘vaca- 
tion paradise’ covered by Georgian 
and boat’s facilities, and is not bur- 
densome. Contests, with winners 
getting seven-day cruises, also on 
the program. Pete. 





| Follow Up Comment | 


Hollywood Hotel 





program was 


day evening 
of ‘High, 


(6) 
Wide 


with a resume 
and Handsome’ 


utes of entertaining dialog 


plus 
couple, of vocals by Miss 


Dunne. 
some’ 


at beginning of script 


duction. 
the listener guessing and 
what happened after that. 
up as 
film. 
Preceding was routine 


Shaped 
okay box office baiter for 


stuff ex- 





izing. 
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READ HER COOK-BOOKS! 


Mrs. Ida Bailey Allen, internction- 
ally famous home-maker...recipi- 
ent of thousands of letters weekly 
..author of 21 popular cook-books. 


ars ce 


wt 88s 











for women. 











ci. TY 


Participating Sponsorships are Available in 


IDA BAILEY ALLEN’S 
HOMEMAKERS OF THE AIR PROGRAM 


Radio’s outstanding daily variety program 


music...and guest stars!...The perfect pro- 
gram for any advertiser who sells to women! 


.. Household hints... drama... 























WGY, Schenectady 

Bill Meenam, station p. a., intro- 
duced Miss Loftus, guesting in W. S. 
Gilbert’s ‘Palace of Truth’ at Mo- 
hawk Drama Festival, Union College, 
to the radio audience and inter- 
viewed her after she had ‘recreated’ 
Ada Rehan in two scenes played by 





ers are solicited from listeners which | 


that star in “Twelfth Night’ many 
years ago. 

Naturally, this impersonation would 
be best appreciated by veteran the- 
atregoers and Shakespearean stu- 
dents.- However; even ordinary lis- 
teners could not fail to be impressed 


patie 7 ve | by Miss Loftus’ ability to project a 
Program had four 0n } character 


and mimic its interpreta- 
tion by one who is now nothing but 
a name to them. 

At the conclusion, Miss Loftus 
spoke humorously about exercise she 
was receiving, ‘reluctantly but bene- 
ficially,’ in hopping about the vast 
open-air stage—said it was her first 
date out-of-qgoors. 

. Unfortunate that a name and a 
talent like Miss Loftus’ had to be 
presented, unballyhooed, in mid- 
afternoon of a blistering hot day 
when the dialing load was probably 
low. Jaco. 
‘ECSTASY’ 

Music, Narration, Sketch 

30 Mins. 


| Saturday, 9:30 p. m. EDST 


| didly 


WOR-Mutual, New York 

This mixture 
dramatic narrati citation and 
brief sketch (dragged in by its 
horns) adds up to a dull 30 minutes. 

In the ecstasy portion, as well as 
in skit, ‘Needle in a Haystack,’ talent 
loomed superior to material. 
Looks as though Don Lee studios in 


of 


strange 


yn, re 


as 


L. A., whence the broadcast ema- 
nated, had something to sell, but 
didn’t know how to sell it. For in- 


stance, reading of love letters, splen- 
done by the unknown male 


| was all but obliterated by loud or- 


ichestral notes. 
° | 
in | 


Yelled for pianissimo 
treatment instead of blasting. 
‘Needle’ skit credited to James 
Butterworth offered two or three 
fair thespian efforts. What occurs 
in this ‘behind the scnes at 


| studio’ affair is feebly directed. Cast- 


distinguish identity of three male 
voices because so similar. Wear. 


| ALLEN FRANKLIN 
\*The Old Salt’ 


s. Ss |15 Mins.; Local 


| PARTICIPATING 
| Daily, 7:45 p. m. 
| WFIL, Philly 





given a much needed assist Fri- | 


(Par), co-starring Irene Dunne and | 
Randolph Scott, providing 25 min- | 


Songs were ‘High, Wide and Hand- | 
and | 
‘People Who Live On the Hill,’ fur- | 


ther down. | 

Miss Dunne was in usual good | 
singing voice and reception was 
clear. Script was adeptly handled | 


to give sufficient meat of the story | 
to promote intrigue in the film pro- | 
It tags at point that leaves | 
possibly | 
curious enough ‘to want to find out | 


cepting the Frances Langford vocal- | 


This is a new and unusual pro- 
gram that is catching on with select 
audience it is aimed at in Philly and 
surrounding fishing territory. Allen 
Franklin, who just came to WFIL 
from KVOO, Tulsa, plays part of pis- 
catorial addicts’ friend. He offers 
some advice on fishing, but sticks 
mainly to reading wires and letters 
telling where fishing is best and how 
many were in the day’s catch. Draw- 
ing a large number of telegrams, 
mainly from skippers of fishing ex- 
cursion boats who hope to gain pat- 
ronage from the free advertising. 

Franklin has unusual knack of 
adapting voice to kind of show he’s 
working. In this he uses deep, 
booming tones that would be natu- 
rally asosciated with ‘Old Salt.’ Usu- 
ally pretty good, although sometimes 
hoke gets so thick it becomes an- 
noying. 

Sponsorship of 15 minutes also 
unique. Four companies supply the 
coin. Two are naturals—both seil 
fishing equipment. Other two are a 
| beer manufacturer and tobacco and 
|pipe shop. Franklin works commer- 
|cials into his spiel. There is no sales 

Herb. 


music, | 


10 Mins. 

SEALTEST 

Sunday, 10 p.m., DST 
WEAF-NBC, New York 


(J. Walter Thompson) 


Fonda, ably abetted by McCor- 
mick, Broadway legiter, put on a 
sweet little dramatization Sunday (8) 
for the variety show headed by 
James Melton. Piece packed a quiet 
dramatic impact, and was finely pro- 
jected by the pair of players. 

Playing a moonshiner up on a Car- 
olina ridge, Fonda was aided by that 
accent he used to good advantage in 
‘Trail of Lonesome Pine’ (Par) film. 
McCormick was a ‘revinoor’ trekking 
the region for illegal stills. Playlet 
had to do with the agent subtly and 
nonchalantly talking himself out of 
a death trap when the mountaineer 
had the bead on him. 

Boys worked together smoothly, 
probably helped by fact that before 


Fonda got his picture break the pair 


for several years worked the 
same little theatre and winter stock 
companies. Bert. 


GEORGE FISCHER 
‘Hollywood Whispers’ 
15 Mins. 
Sustaining 
Saturday, 10:15 p.m. EDST 
WOR-Mutual, New York 

George Fischer. who comments on 








radio 


ing is poor, with listeners unable to 


screen stars, Hollywood happenings, 
interviews a film personality and re- 


views two pictures, has 15 minutes 
that sparkle. Covers wide range of 
matters in his briet air time. His 


material is varied, well written and 
is aided by his own ingratiating per- 
sonality and informal tone. 
Interview with Douglas Montgom- 
ery was mainly breezy, down-to- 
earth exchange of -vords. Wear. 


IOWA NETWORK 
ROUNDS UP 
STUDENTS 

















MY bepeyoe 0 bs / 


9 IOWA COLLEGES 
STAGE RADIO SHOW 


Program is aired each Sunday aft- 
ernoon over KSO-WMT  combina- 
tion. Thirty-minute variety show 
does the trick. Program features 
instrumental trie and guest artists, 
with College Presidents  spieling. 
Series now in third successive year. 


WE BUILD SHOWS 
TO DO THE JOB 


IOWA NETWORK 


KSO—W MT—KRNT 
Radio Stations of the Des Moines 
Register and Tribune 


Representative: FE, KATZ 

















| talk at beginning or end. 


f 





@A_ 68-million-dollar 
(biggest cash crop since 1928) is 
already in the bag.. 
ton crop in years is in the making 


2 Representative—E. Katz Special Advertising Agency 




















wheat crop 


. biggest cot- 


. and there'll be “a chicken in 
every pot” throughout Oklahoma 
this fall and winter. 

Take your sales story to rural 


Oklahoma through the single sta- 
tion that covers the 
agriculture 
active market, receptive to buying 
ideas now, through WKY. 


WY tdahome 


Affliated with The Daily Oklahoman. 
The Times, and The Farmer-Stockman 


best 
this 


state’s 


sections. Reach 
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TRANSRADIO 














CUT UTILITIES DISCS 


Players From Hollywood Plane to 


| oe | 
er 
| 
ar> 
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REPORTER GETS 
THE BIZ 


Philadelphia, Aug. 10. 
Transradio reporter assigned to 


cover City Hall, who caused resent- | 
ment among newspapers by getting) 
beats on stories from tips meant for 
their reporters, now finding himself 
out in the frigid zone as far as other 


newspapermen covering the run are 


concerned, 


They've tripped him by moving 
their headquarters from room 619 to 
212. The room, assigned to 
police reporters, is wide open to all 
comers. The TP man had no diffi- 
culty in making it his g.h.q. He thus 
got all the tips phoned confidentially 
by elecirical bureau and_ police 
switchboard operators to newspaper 
reporters. 


former 


However, operators have now been 
asked to phone tips to 212, This is | 
much swankier room, where report- 
ers who cover the Mayor’s office | 
meet to play poker with his secre- 
tariat. Door on this room naturaily 
can be securely locked. And when | 
Transradio man did sneak in once, 
he was informed politely that he 
wasn't welcome. 

So now he sits in 619, lonely and 
forlorn in the spot that once buzzed 
first with the city’s news and now} 
is but a tip-less empty shell. And | 
the City Editors’ Association has | 
given up iis plans for a meeting to} 
consider what to do about the radio | 
stations that were beating them to| 
the street with news. 


N. Y. for Transcriptions 





Series of 35 dramatic programs 
Originated by KMBC, Kansas City. is 


being waxed beginning this week by 


World Broadcasting, N. Y., for Kan- 
sas Power & Light. Fran Hevser is 
directing 

Jean Colbert has lead and cthers 
in the cast include Fred McKave 
Robert Frazer and John Gibson 
Latter three plane in from the 
Coast this week. Miss Colbert ar- 
rived several weeks ago. Same play- | 
ers previously made a series of 60 
Similar shows on the Coast for the 
Same sponsor. Program, to run 15 


minutes, will be tabbed ‘Phenomena 
Electrifying History.’ 


POLICE LIEUTENANT 


DRAWS A SPONSOR 


Indianapolis, Aug. 10. 
Station WIRE is airing from Po- 
lice Headquarters cGaily talks by 
Lieut. Lawrence E. Fanning li's 


Axton-Fisher 
to plug Zephyr Ciggies. 
Includes such routine matters 
Missing cars, Missing persons, tips on 
safe driving, how to get a policeman 


sponsored by Tobacco 


as 


when one is needed, how to have 
arrests made, and so on. 
Marquardt Elopes 
Chicago, Aug. 10. 
Staff of WCFL, Voice of Labor 


station here, looking for their gen- 
neral manager, Maynard Marquardt, 


who hasn’t shown up since Thurs- 
day (5). 


Check-up shows he eloped. Bride 


is the former Louise Litton, dramatic 


coach. 














REDTAPE, HAZE: 


Tells International Conven- 
tion in Holland That 
American Radio Regula- 
tion Is Capricious and Un- 
predictable 


LICENSE IDEA 


Washington, Aug. 10. 


Louis G. Caldwell, president of 
the Federal Communications Bar 
Assn., appears to be conducting a 
vigorous one-man campaign to cut 


through the redtape, contradictions 
and unpredictable policies of the 
American radio regulatory system. 

His Jatest leadership has taken the 
form of two broadsides, one deliv- 
ered as a speech, the other distribut- 
ed as a reprint, at a convention in 
Europe. 

In one of the most clearcut pro- 
nunciamentos yet levelled at F.C.C. 
procedure and Federal radio regu- 
lations Caldwell described both 
bodies of law an almost unin- 
telligible hodge-podge. He made his 
declaration at Second International 
Congress on Comparative law which 
had its final session at The Hague in 
Holland yesterday (Tuesday). 

Title of his paper was ‘Legal re- 
strictions on the contents of broad- 
cast programs in the United States,’ 


as 


and his conclusions were that any- 


one looking for exact legal restric- 
tions as a guide in running his biz 
would go whacky. F.C.C. decision’ 
were described as sometimes favor- 
(Continued on page 53) 


~ Warners See Rental Boom on Theirs 





+ 
K I] T h Hollywood, Aug. 10 
€ ogs rump ani Indications are that the _ studio- 
ltheatre of KFWB, Hollywood, = 


Chicago, Aug. 10. be 


the” 
Final signaturing of contract which | 


in much demand this fall for 


origination of network programs 


gives Kellogg the WBBM sponsor- Layout was recently constructed by 
ship of all Northwestern U. football} warner Bros. at an estimated cost 
games was completed last week, of $100,000, with radio technicians 





after considerable fussing and fum- | rating it as the last word in broad- 

ing on part of Socony Vacuum, who | cacy equipment. Fact that it seats 

also wanted the schedule. 500 makes the spot particularly de- 
In setting the deal, N. W. Ayer ad sirable for audience shows. 





agency also signed John Harring- | With NEC’s new. Balivweed sit 

as ¢ er, ¢ Joe E. Brown | " ; . oll 
ton iS manna = gah Pee! i dios still in the talk stage and CBS 
as guest spieler. oth Harrington |» ard pressed for remote facilities to 
and the picture star have been dO- | take mare of its infus af Giff sheen 
ing baseball broadcasts on WJJD taney Maisiiah KFWB mire hee 
this season for the same sponso! | been receiving bids from various 


|sources. Four different agencies ap- 
|proached about booking possibilities 


| last week, 

Benton & Bowles’ Maxwell House 
| Showboat is the only outside pro- 
| gram using the WB playhouse. Like- 
lly that Rogers Silver or Jell-O (Jack 
| Benny) will originate from the 
| Warner lot. 


TOY MAKER WARNED 
ON RADIO ADS BY FTC 


Washington, Aug. 10. 
Adolph Wein, New York toy deal- 
er, last week was ordered to cease 
and desist radio ballyhoo claiming 
his products are ‘made in the U.S.A.’ 
Federal Trade Commission pointed 


Film producer is now considering 
the erection of one or two duplicates 
of the studio-theatre, with every- 


| scripter, 


out that playthings he sells are 
made in Japan or ‘another for- 
eign country’ and not under the aus- 
pices of Uncle Sam. Wein must also 
quit advertising his toys as US.- 
made in his price lists, labels, circu- 
lars, containers and other printed 
matter, commish ruled. 





Roy Grande, KNX (Hollywood) 
heading for seattle and a 
trip to the altar with Dorothy Losi 
Smith, KOL continuity writer. 





thing depending on the demand con- 
tinuing and the right kind of rental 
deals. 


Atlas Execs In, Out 

Singer replaces Herbert 
Hayman, former film company sales 
manager, in charge of the New York 
distrib set-up of Atlas radio tran- 
scriptions, 

Sidney Garrait, English film man, 
reiurned to London last week where 
he will be Atlas’ correspondent, 


Julius 
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EXTRA PUNCH 
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It’s the extra punch that delivers extra 
| sales. More and more network advertisers 
are getting that extra punch by broadcasting 
individual programs over WLW. 
' 2s NATION’ §S > t+ 2° te eS 
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. : 
NOTRE DAME GAMES SET 
SenCleS— Sponsors FOR WLW SUSTAINING 
Lynchburg, Va.—Program over WLVA gives advice on ‘Where to Spend 
Pioneer Hi-Bred Corn Co. of Des, time at WGY, Schenectady, for 30- Cincinnati, Aug. 10. Your Vacation.’ Suggests Bar Harbor and White Sulphur Springs. Sponso; 
Moines will sponsor three weekly | minute transcriptions of ‘The Broadcasts of Notre Dame's foot-|35 P@w? broker, 
Farm News broadcasts on WHO! Shadow,’ a thriller, on behalf of} ball-games this year will be strictly ; 


starting Aug. 17. R. J. Potts Agency, | 
Kansas City, handles account. 





Brown-Camp Hardware Co. of Des 
Moines started a series of quarter 
hour musical clock broadcasts on 
WHO on Aug. 3. Beginning Aug. 16) 
the hardware company will also as- 
sume sponsorship of three weekly 
Farm News broadcasts. R. J. Potts, 
Kansas City, on account. 


Cownie Fur Co, of Des Moines 
series of musical 


1S 


sponsoring a new 


clock programs over WHO through 
eee Coolidge Advertising, Des 
Moines 





Grant Watches placing announce- 
ments Sept. 20. Morris & Davidson 
Agency, Chicago. 





Northrup King Seed Co. has con- 
tracted for six quarter hours per 
week on KRNT and WMT, starting 
Sept. 20, through Olmsted, Hewitt | 
Co., Minneapolis. 





Cahn, Miller & Nyberg, Inc., Balti- 
have placed three 15-minute 
programs weekly for three months 
» WBT, Charlotte, N. C., for 
Chatham suits, made by Chatham | 
Manufacturing Co., Winston-Salem, 
N. C. It will be a studio show. 


more, 





Groves-Keen, Ince., Atlanta, placed 
26 100-word announcements on WBT, | 
Charlotte, N. C., for American Mem- | 
orial, Atlanta, selling monuments. 


Whiteville, N. C., Tobacco Board 
of Trade has signed for a remote 
program over WBT, Charlotte, N. C.., | 
from Whiteville, covering warehouse 
activities at the opening of the to- 
bacco season. 








McJunkin, Chicago, placing 26 an- | 





Ruthrauff & Ryan has purchased 


Credo Harris, Author | 


Indianapolis, Aug. 10. 
Credo Fitch Harris, manager of 
Station WHAS in Louisville (Ky.) | 
has turned author, and his book, | 
“Microphone Memoirs,’ was released 
last week by Bobbs-Merrill Co., In- | 
dianapolis publishers, 
Harris, who has been manager of | 
WHAS since it first aired on July | 
18, 1932, subtitles his tome: ‘Of the | 

Horse and Buggy Days of Radio.’ 











Ralph Atlass Relaxing 


Chicago, Aug. 10. 
After a summer of seeing mem- 
bers of his WIND and WJJD staffs 
shove off for Europea jaunts, their 
boss, Ralph Atlass, left for his vaca- 
tion yesterday. 





Two weeks at Yellowstone. 


D. L. & W. Company’s ‘Blue Coai,’ 
for a 26-week Sunday afternoon run, 
eginning Oct. 10. D. L. & W. pre- 
viously sponsored the serial, ‘Peggy’s 
Doctor,’ over NBC, and also had a 
series of waxers, emceed by Jackie 
Cooper and presenting Hollywood 
stars, over a string of stations last 
winter. 

taken time for once-weekly five- 
minute participations 
Household Chats in the 
Curtice (Blue Label 
Products), Rochester, N. Y., 


Sept. 9 to Nov. 25. 


in 
interest of 


3ros. 
from 


Leighton & Nelson has contracted 
for 104 one-minute announcements 
on WGY, Schenectady, for H. S. 
Barney Co., Schenectady Department 
store. Ditto, Husband & Thomas, 
60 one-minuters for Block Drug 
Company, starting Oct. 4. Interna- 
tional Harvester Company (tractors), 
using 26 one-minute announcements 
on WGY, through Aubrey, 
& Wallace, Chicago. 


Bulova through Biow, New York, 
six daily time signals, starting Aug. 
15 over KPO, San Francisco. 


Budd & Votew Co. (Pebble Beach 
neckties), through Doremus & Co., 
San Francisco, starts a _ series of 
three announcements weekly Aug. 
10. continuing through Dec. 23, on 


| KYA, San Francisco. 


Laborite (soap), through Allied 
agency, San Francisco, set for 
three five-minute studio programs 
weekly for 26-week, starting Aug. 6 
on KSFO, San Francisco. Elma Lat- 


is 


| ta Hackett will do the spieling. 


Rule Corp. (automotive), through 


|C, Ellsworth Wylie, Los Angeles, on 


Aug. 11, begins a 39-weck series of 
five-minute transcriptions, three a 
week, on KFRC, San Francisco. 

Painless Parker (dentist): Dr. 
Seth Maker’s ‘Radio University,’ 
Mondays, Wednesday, Fridays, 1:30- 
1:45 p.m., PST, from San Francisco 
over the Mutual-Don Lee network in 
California: KFRC, KHJ, KGB, KDB, 
KQW. KFXM, KDON, KXO, KGDM, 
KVOE, KPMC. Agency: Emil Bri- 
sacher & Staff. 





Tillamook County Creamery Assn., 
Tillamook, Ore. (cheese): Program 
and talent not yet determined, Fri- 
days, 10:15-10:30 a.m., PST, Sept. 17 
through Dec. 17, from San Francisco 
over the basic Pacific NBC-Red: 
KPO, KHQ, KOMO, KGW, KFI. 
Agency: Botsford, Constantine & 
Gardner, Portland. 





Hugh Barrett Dobbs’ program, 
‘To the Ladies,’ has been moved 
from an afternoon to a morning spot 
on KJBS, San Francisco, and KQW, 
San Jose. 


Food | 





WGY’s | 


on a sustaining basis. So it was re- 
vealed last week when Bob Kennett, 
program manager of WLW, closed a 
deal in South Bend, Ind., with Elmer 
Layden, for airings of the college’s 
home gridiron contests during the 
approaching season on the WLW 
line. As for the past two years, the 


miking will be done by Red Barber, | 
7 | chief sportscaster of Crosley’s 500,000 
N. W. Aver & Son, New York, has 








New York City—Promising news that requires utmost secrecy, ‘The 
Ghost Reporter’ started this week on WINS with his identity and where- 
abouts while broadcasting unknown to the station staff. Last ghost re. 
porter in radio was over WJAY, Cleveland. He stopped when a bomb 
exploded outside the home of the station owner. 








Chicago—Scornful tirade against radio serials appeared in the press as 
| quotations from Lester Tremayne. Press agent got the bright idea. Tre- 
mayne makes his living working in radio serials. 


Lancaster, Pa.—Local orator hits WGAL and a couple of other station 
in nearby towns every Sunday morning bawling out backsliders among the 
Pennsylvania Dutch for not to church. Spieler gets pretty tart 
about people missing services, but adds that his program is supported by 
the contributions of stay-at-home listeners. In dashing about 
radio programs the orator doesn’t get to church himself. 


going 


to conduct 


watter. 

Matter of broadcasts of Notre 
Dame games on foreign fields is 
| something to be worked out between 
|1WLW and the home club manage-| 
ments. Kennett is optimtisic about 
this station Jaining approval for 
| radio reports of the complete sched-| 
lule for the Fighting Irish pigskin| 
brigade, including the tilts with 








Moore 


| 





Army and Carnegie Tech. 

Notre Dame games broadcast on 
WLW last year were sponsored by 
the Ohio Oil company for Linco 
gas. WLW line tie-up is not on an 
exclusive basis, and it is likely that 


NBC and CBS also will broadcast 
some of the Notre Dame battles. 
St. Louis. Aug. 10. 

University of Missouri at Colum- 


bia intends cashing in on its home 
played football games next fall. Don 
Faurot, head coach, announced that 
a charge of $100 per game, played 
at Columbia, will be made _ for 
each radio station broadcasting game. 
Last year broadcasting privileges 
were free to all stations whose spon- 
sorship and announcers were ap- 
proved by university heads. This 
approval will still be a requirement. 
KSD, KWK and KMOxX all broad- 
cast Missouri’s games last year here 
and in Columbia and it likely 
that the $100 ‘touch’ will not deter 
these stations airing games of State 
school as Missouri, St. Louis and 
Washington U, latter two located 
here, play to determine state cham- 
pionship. Missouri is a member of 
Missouri Valley Conference and since 
Faurot became head coach several 
years ago has made much improve- 
ment on the gridiron and is closely 
fotlowed by natives here, many of 
whom are alumnus of school. 


Nina Olivette Teamed With 
Shimen Ruskin for Air 


Curtis & Allen agency has teamed 
Nina Olivette, vet vaude comedienne, 
and Shimen Ruskin, of legit play, 
‘Having Wonderful Time,’ as a radio 
act. 

Pair get an audition today ‘Wed.) 
at World Broadcasting for a pros- 
pective disc sponsor. 


is 








Hagedorn’s Additions 


Horace Hagedorn, station rep, has 
added a pair to his list, WDEV, 
Waterbury, Vt., and WMFR, High 
Point, N. C. Both are daytime-only 
stations, former a 500-watter, latter 
a 100-watter. 

Brings total Hagedorn representa- 
tion to eight. 














WLS 





ITHIN SIX WEEKS! 


These 50,000 Watters 


WHO 
WCAU 


Like other front-ranking stations, have turned 
to TRANSRADIO for the quality that adver- 
tisers are demanding in news broadcasting 




















Charlotte, N. C.—WBT is arranging a frog-gigging party at a mountain 
ilake. Pick-up the gigging via a label microphene. Generally several 
| snakes jump into the boat and the trade press is offered some good 
publicity photographs of the whole gigging-hissing affair. 
| Chicago—Normas Ross’ ‘Suburban Hour’ on WMAQ is now sponsored 


| by the Northwestern railroad selling vacations in the north, a switch 
| 


|from the previous sponsor, Illinois Central, that sold vacations in the 
| south. 

ee 

| Philadelphia—Allen Franklin does a going-going-gone auction ove: 


| WFIL daily on furniture. Stuff is described, claimed to be worth such- 
| and-such a sum, and bids invited, sight unseen, in sealed envelopes to be 
| opened by a notary public. Shuman Brothers willing to sell suites, al- 
| legedly worth $150, for $50 or so on theory that the bidders who don’t 

| win but must give their addresses are all nifty biz prospects. 

Cleveland—lIreene Wicker is a ‘Double Admiral’ in Governor Martin 
L. Davey’s Great Lakes Navy. Officials forgot that she was awarded*‘a 
commission last year. 

Indianapolis—Telephone company official called station WIRE burning- 
mad because Medford Maxwell had offered a free cake to first 25 women 
calling station. Resultant jam of phone calls tied up two exchanges. 
Phone exec flatly forbid station to continue the stunt but gave his name 
and address for his wife to receive one of the free cakes. 


Philadelphia—WIP’s famous Uncle WIP (James A. Willard, Jr.) has 
finally succumbed. He’s gone and ordered himself a dummy, which will 
be ready in three weeks and be christened Oscar. 

New York City—Ted Church of NBC publicity is trying to interest net- 
work in ballyhoo stunt that would unfurl a ‘blue flag’ over each station 
affixed to NBC’s blue web. Suggestion to fly a ‘red flag’ over the other 
NBC stations was not made, 








Hollywood—What Wallace Beery, Harold Lloyd, Tom Mix and other 
Hollywood stars did to earn their honorary police badges will be told by 
Ben Alexander over NBC. 





MAYOR RULES 3 
OUT 2 


A four-station hook-up consisting 
of WRVA, Richmond, WDBJ, Roan- 
oke, WGH,. Newport News, and 

WBTM, Danville, was put into use 

Philadelphia, Aug. 10. 

There will be no more exclusive 
rights granted to any one radio sta- 
tion for airing of public events in 


five times during recent primary 
which he takes part; Mayor S. Davis 


campaign. 
Wilson edicted last Thursday. Ukase 


Hook-up worked out by Barroa 
Howard, WRVA’s commercial man- 

handed down as result of fumin’ and 

fussin’ last week between WCAU 


ager. 

and WFIL over manner in which 
former outlet got rights to string} NBC’s New York sales staff. in the 
lines into Hizzoner’s reception room| web-operated station division, the 
for talks by chief exec on progress | Schenectady 50,000-watter will go 
in settling strike which tied up all| along, for a time at least, without an 
city’s trucking. | official sales head. 

Situash had been simmering for Same situation prevailed for sev- 
some time. but boiled over last week! eral months last year after Edward 





—_—» 











WGY Sans Sales Head 


Schenectady, Aug. 10. 


With the transfer of Ralph Nord- 
berg, WGY commercial manager, to 








when WCAY etherized the Mayor] L, Spencer resigned as c.m., to take 
up farming. 


five times in three days for a total! 
of 76 minutes. WFIL and WIP were 
left completely on the outside look- 
ing in during entire strike distur- 
bance, unable to even set up a mike| *\ 
in City Hall because one of the!°= 
secretaries from whom permish can 
be obtained was away and the other | 
was too busy to see their reps. 


Stanley Boyton’s Agency 




















Detroit, Aug. 10. 
Stanley G. Boyton, ex-advertising 
,and sales promotion manager at 
WJR, has formed the Aircasters, Inc., 
which will sell, originate, write and 


(fy 
Mn 
direct own radio shows. Among ad 


tere permet ROCHESTER 


Others in the agency are Arthur! 7 
W. Lenfestey, Edwin G. Lenfestev 
and Harold Pursell, who’s in charge 
of media and programs. ; 














Gertrude Berg Heads East 


Gertrude Berg has completed her 
| second Bobby Breen story for Sol 
| Lesser, and is leaving Hollywood to 
get ready for the opening cf her 
| ‘Goldbergs’ serial on NBC Sept. 13. 
| Show will originate from New 
| York with Procier the 
| underwriter. 


} 
| 
| 
| 
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Radio Newsreel 
Would Use Folks 
Off Page One 


Stack-Goble has sold the newsreel 
jdea with which it has been experi- 
menting for several weeks to Ener- 
gine. It will be a half-hour pro- 
gram on NBC’s basic red (WEAF) 
Sunday afternoons (3-3:30) starting 
Oct. 24. Wally Butterworth and 
Parks Johnson will do the interview- 





ing of personalities in the news. 

Pair’s Vox Pop program (Molle 

shaving cream) stays as is. 
Publicity Associates, Inc., staged 


a mass audition, including the press 
last week. 

Mrs. Stella Crater, wife of judge 
now missing for slightly over seven 
years; Isabelle Hallin, former Sau- 
gus, Mass., school teacher dis- 
missed by board after row over al- 
leged serving of cocktails to pupils; 
Dorothy Kilgallen, Hearst scribe 
noted for around-world flight; Gen. 


Jacob S. Coxey, of ‘army’ fame in | 


1884, were quizzed by Parks Johnson 
and Wally Butterworth. 





Branham Reps KWKH 


Branham Co. _ will represent 
KWKH, Shreveport, La., after 
Sept. 1. 


Also will continue ditto for KTBS, 
same city and same management. 








Little Miss Muffei sat on a tuf- 
fet 
Eating her curds and whey. 


Along came a spider and sat 
down beside her, 


Shook hands—and proceeded to 
say— 

“Now my litile lily, 

“T'll tell you a dilly, 

“In radio slation buys. 

“Please, don’t let your sales wait 

“In Central New York Siate 

“Say clients and agencies wise. 

“A Syracuse station, 

“The best situation, 

“For making your money go far. 

“Your sales will siart mounting 

“While profits you're counting 

“The station? Why, it's SYR.” 


P.S.—WSYR’s four-fold power 
increase is only one of the rea- 
sons why 15 out of 16 counties 
prefer this Syracuse NBC-Blue 
outiet and why national and 
local spot advertisers use it 3 to 
1. Write us for proof and de- 
tails. 


WSYR 


SYRACUSE, N. Y. 














The 


six months endins 
March 31, 1937, show 
furiher gains at CRCF 
« « « reaehing the larg- 
est number of spon- 
sored broadcasy¥s ever 
delivered in Montreal 
homes by 


“Montreal's Quality 
Station” 





WGAR 15% OVER 1936 


Live Talent Ahead ef Wax in Per- 
centage of Increase 








Cleveland, Aug. 3. 

Survey of business during the first 
six months of the year at WGAR re- 
veals an increase of 15% over simi- 
lar period in 1936. Most of the in- 
crease has been in spot announce- 
ment and live commercial fields, 
with live talent getting the edge of 
black ink. 

Transcriptions had the edge on 
live talent during the opening half 
of 1936. This year, however, trend 
is toward more local live shows. 








| Sid Andorn’s Stunt 


Cleveland, Aug. 10. 

| Over 1,000 Cleveland orphans spent 
ithe day at the Great Lakes Expo 
| Monday (9) as a result of the radio 
| efforts of Sidney Andorn, WGAR’s 
airwave gossiper. Peeper Andorn 
staged a gala three-hour program 
last week to raise funds and trans- 
portation for the event, the program 
netting over $1,000 and transporta- 
tion for all the youngsters. 

Local night club and _ theatrical 
talent aided Andorn in the venture. 


F.C.C. Docket 
Heat Shrink 

















Washington, Aug. 10. 
Washington dog-days, plus the ab- 
sence of a quorum on the Broadcast 
Division of the Federal Communica- 
tions Committee, curtailed Govern- 
ment radio license transactions to 
mere handful of new applications. 


With no examiners reports turned 
in during last week and no Com- 
mish action of any sort, requests for 
new transmitiers and changes in as- 
signment constituted only biz accom- 
plished. Continued increase in ap- 
plications for new high frequency 
and relay broadcast stations was 
noted. 

Applications received during the 
week were as follows: 

Arkansas: J. T. Griffin, Fort Smith, 
new station to be operated on 880 
ke with 1 kw, days only. 

California: KGDM, Stockton, in- 
stall new transmitter, change an- 
tenna, jump power from 1 to 5 kw, 
change frequency from 1100 to 1150 


to limited; Ben S. McGlashan, Los 
Angeles, two new 


2150, and 2790 ke, with 10 waiis. 


operated on 31,600, 35,600, 38,600 and 
41,000 ke, with 100 watts—also, new 
relay broadcast station to be op- 
erated on 31,100, 34,600, 37,600, and 
40,600 ke, with 1 watt. 


Louisiana: KMLB, Monroe, author- 
ity to install new automatic fre- 
quency control equipment; KVOL, 
Evangeline Broadcasting Co., Inc., 
Lafayette, install vertical antenna, 
increase day power from 100 watts 
to 250 watts. 


install new transmitter, boost power 
from 500 watts nights, 1 kw days, 
to 1 kw nights, 5 kw days, and in- 
stall directional antenna for day and 
night use. 


New York: Columbia Broadcasting 
System, Inc., New York, new relay 
broadcast system to be operated on 
39,700, 39,900, 40,800 and 41,400 ke. 
with 5 watts—also two new relay 
stations with same frequencies to 
be operated with 55 watts power: 
National Broadcasting Company. 
New York, new experimental broad- 
cast station to be operated on 83,500 
ke, with 1 kw. 





| erated on 1120 ke, with 500 
| antenna all times. 
| Texas: Tri-State Broadcasting Co.. 
|Inc., El Paso, new relay broadcast 
| station to be operated on 31.100, 
| 34,600, 37,600 and 40,600 ke, with 
| three watts; KFRO, Voice of Long- 
| view, Longview, authority to trans- 
|fer control of corporation from 
| Rogers Lacy to James R. Curtis. 
| 5,000 shares of common stock. 
Washington: KOL, Seattle, change 
| frequency from 1270 ke to 1040 ke 
| and boost night power from 1 to 
15 kw. 
West Virginia: WCHS, Charieston 

install new transmitter and vertical] 

| antenna. 


sop 


Maryland: WFBR, Inc., Baltimore, | 





to glamour, tagged her Charlene. 


| neon lights on new antenna tower in 


| 


} 


i 
} 


| 








ke and hours of operation from days | 


relay broadcas¢ | 
stations to be operated on 1622, 2058, | 


Colorado: KLZ, Denver, new high | 
frequency broadcast station to be | 





South Carolina: Santo Sotille. 
Charleston, new station to be op- | 
erated on 1200 kc, with 100 watts | 
nights, 250 watts days. 

Tennessee: Times Printing Co.. | 


Chattanooga, new station to be op- | 
watts 
nights, 1 kw days, using directional | 


| antenna, 





SALES DEMONSTRATION 
INTRO TO PROGRAM 


Indianapolis, Aug. 10. 
WIRE show tagged ‘For Women 
Only’ heretofore had two male an- 





Iturbi Ritzes American Music And 
Radio Singers at Philly Concert 





nouncers. Station decided femme 
voice was needed to go with title of 
show. 

Gal decided on has been doing 
demonstration sales work at Wm. H. 
Block, dept. store here. But her 
moniker was Kay Kiser, same as 
band leader, so WIRE, with an eye 


Philadelphia, Aug. 10. 

Jose Iturbi conducting the open 
air symphony from Robin Hood Dell 
Monday night (9) was tuned off NBC 
when he attempted to switch a non- 
cleared number into the broadcast 
portion of the program that was 
| earded for the second non-radio half. 


| Iturbi ignored both NBC’s and Man- 





| WIP’ N Si Art? |ager Alfred Reginald Allen's remon- 

$ by eon £0 . strances that he was gumming up 
iets | the works. 

Philadelphia, Aug. 10. lturbi was conducting an _ all- 

Big question right now at WIP is American program arranged as a 


special non-subscription event at $1 
top with two radio singers, Lucy 
Monroe and Jan Peerce, down from 
New York, as guest soloists. 
Resenting the time taken out 
the broadcast period for the radio 
singers Iturbi stood in the wings and 
continued an argument that had been 
going on all day with Manager Allen. 
He insisted that Lucy Monroe, who 
‘had opened the proceedings with 
|The Star-Spangled Banner,’ should 


whether it can put call letters up in 


mid-cify Parkway. It’s all a prob- 
lem of jurisdiction. Nobody knows 
who must be seen to get permission 
—or if permission is even needed. 
Antenna is in an ideal spot. It 
can be seen for miles. But station 
doesn’t care to go ahead and put up 
the letters, which would cost in 
neighborhood of $5,000, only to learn 
they’ve been nixed. Park Commis- : 
sion, which granted permish to erect | 20t have a further solo opportunity. 
now not sure the whole | This tiff transpired as Peerce was 
thing’s in its bailiwick. Thinks may- lon stage doing his stuff with a plano 
be the Art Jury must decide whether | accompaniment. 
an emblazoned WIP in the sky line Iturbi flared up then and later to 
would mar Philly’s beauty, newspaper reporters anent the qual- 


of 





ital 








ity of the American compositions, 
which he rapped as poor stuff. 
Line-up of songs included Deems 
Taylor’s ‘Circus Days’; Gershwin’s 
‘Rhapsody in Blue’; Herbert's ‘I’m 


Falling in Love with Someone’; 
Kern’s “The Song Is You’; Laforge’s 
‘Song of the Open.’ ‘Iris, ‘Lite and 
Death’ and ‘Morning’ were other 
Yankee works on the sked. 

Iturbi completed the program, but 
the radio end was messed up be- 


cause of his uproar. 

After the final vocal number wiih 
a full orchestral session still to com 
several hundred left the Dell. Which 
fact was bandied about as repudia- 
tion of Iturbi’s idea that only the 
orchestra counted. 





Philco’s One Day Layoff 


Philadelphia, Aug. 10. 


Philco plant was forced to shut 
down last Wednesday because of 
general truck strike, which pre- 


vented movement of parts between 
sections of the huge factory. 

Eight thousand employes were 
sent home, suspending a payroll of 
$50,000 a day. 
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ADMISSION 
to 700,000 


Radio Families 





One ticket—your pro- 
gram on KPOQ—takes you into 
all these homes in Northern 
California, Nevada, Idaho and 
Oregon. And takes you there 
to the accompaniment of NBC 
prestige and popularity—a 


strong combination. 
e 


A Pacific Coast Red Network Station 
Completely Programmed by NBC 
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$5000 Forfeited Cash Bond Wanted By 


Georgia Governor as Radio Backlog: 





Atlanta, Aug. 10. 

State of Georgia takes preliminary 
steps this week toward assuming 
control of WGST, Georgia School of 
Technology station, now operated 
under lease by Southern Broadcast- 
ing System, with W. H. Summer- 
ville as manager. 

Title of station is vested in Geor- 
gia Tech, which is part of State 
University System. It was given to 
school by late Clark Howell, Sr., 





ARTISTS MANAGEMENT 


BUREAU, INC 





co Red—Wednesdays 
12-12:30 P.M. EDST 


Blue—Seturdays 
C 12-12:30 p.m. EDST 
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and His 
Orchestra 
2ND YEAR 


Viennese Roof 
HOTEL ST. REGIS 


NEW YORK 


















publisher of Atlanta Constitution. 
Present lease has some three years 
to run, with 10-year renewal option. 

Last session of General Assembly 
passed a bill, sponsored by Gov- 
ernor Rivers, creating a Radio Com- 
mission to take over WGST and ‘any 
and all other radio stations state 
may acquire.’ First step under 
Rivers’ plan wil. be arrangements 
or short-wave radio contact between | 
WGST and newly created State | 
Radio Patrol. 

To finance Commission, Governor 
is eyeing a $50,000 cash bond posted | 
by Dixie Terminal Co., which was | 
to have erected a cold storage plant | 
in state-owned W. & A. Railroad | 





5,000 STAY TO END 


Goofy Softball Twixt Radie and 
Press Draws Mob 








Lincoln, Aug. 10. 


Best inter-office stunt ever worked 
by the newspapers and the radio 
stations here was a free-to-the-pub- 
lic exhibition of softball by the edi- 
torial gang and the KFAB-KFOR 
talent crew. Radio won—8 to 6—in 
an extra inning go. 

Stunt was thought up and banged 
out, with plenty of sour comedy ma- 
terial, in two days. More than 5,000 





people turned out and stayed the 
whole game, which amazed all the 
players. 

Rules demanded no practice by 
either club, but the radio crew got 
in some. Result, the newspapers 
had newsboys picketing the grand- 
stand calling them ‘unfair to dis-or- | 
ganized softball.’ 

Joe Di Natale promoted and man- | 


with 





Exposed 





Hollywood, Aug. 10. 

While vacashing in Honolulu, 
Tom Harrington, radic head on 
the Coast for Young & Rubi- 
cam, was persuaded to parry a 
few pleasantries on the air 
with one of the island nar- 
rators. 

He was signed in as ‘the 
rambling reporter from Bos- 
ton,’ 











Newton Edgers, Sole 
Ofay with Jap Radio 
Combine, Visiting U.S. 
the Be he Corporation 


Newton only Caucasian 


yards here. After spending $150,000, | aged the radio outfit, and Barney | Of Japan, is on a visit to America, 


company abandoned work and Rivers | 
is planning to grab the $50,000 and | 
turn it over to new Radio Commis- | 
sion as operating capital. A hearing | 
is to be held this week before the | 
bond is declared forfeited. 

Rivers announced he would ap-| 
point the three citizen members of | 
the Commission this week. It is 
understood that two of the members | 
will be Clark Howell, Jr., publisher | 


of The Constitution, and L. w. | 
(‘Chip’) Robetr, former assistant 
U. S. Treasurer. Other members of | 


the Commission will be the gov- 
ernor, prez of Senate, speaker of 
house and prexy of Georgia Tech. 

Under terms of lease, station, 
which is Columbia outlet here, pays 
Tech 10% of gross receipts, which 
has meant between $13,000 and 
$15,000 annual income to. school, 
which carries a $100,000 valuation 
on property. 

Measure passed by last legislature 
provides for Radio Commission to 
pay Tech the amount of the endow- 
ment for an annual sum ‘to be de- 
cided upon and gives state authority 
to rent station out commercially ex- 
cept for such time as it might be 
needed for state purposes. 

Both Sam Pickard, former CBS} 
mogul, and Hearst Radio Corp. were 
said to be interested in taking over 
WGST early part of this year, but 
nothing further has been heard 
along these lines since state decided 
to take over station. 








WXYZ Dramatic Director 


Vacations Kid Troupers | 
Detroit, Aug. 10. 


James Jewell, dramatic director at 
WXYZ, has taken the entire cast of 
‘Children’s theatre of the Air’ pro- 
gram to the ‘Lone Ranger’ camp at 
Mullet Lake, ‘Mich. for week’s 
vacash. 

Camp, which Jewell owns, is for 
boys only, but once annually Jewell 
sets aside the rules to both boys and 
girls of station’s juvenile show for 
a brief vacash. 








NOW RADIO'S MOST POPULAR 
FAMILY BRINGS YOU MORE 


[AUGHTER TEARS ano [{EART-THROBS 





LISTEN TWICE DAILY 


NBC Blue Network, Mon. to Fri. 11 a.m. DST 
iN i NBC Red Network, Mon. to Fri. 3:45 p.m. DST ff 
. 


COAST TO COAST 
Dir., COMPTON ADVERTISING AGENCY 


| 
| 
Presented by Ivory Soap : 99 **/ 100 ° 


o pure 


Oldfield fronted for the scribes. 


} 


WWJ 387, BOOST ON | 
‘EXPERIMENTAL’ TIME! 


Detroit, Aug. 10. 

WW/J's new rate card, setting aside 
the 12 noon to 3 p.m. period when 
no chain breaks or inter-program 
announcements will be made, re- 
veals a 38% boost in rates for those 
three hours. New policy, which was | 
announced recently along with one 
fixing a diversification of sustaining 
programs which’ll not be moved to 
sell time, covers Monday through 
Saturday. 

On basis of 38% increase for shows | 
in this three-hour period it’s figured | 








| station is assuming about two-thirds | 


of rap because of loss of biz on an-| 
nouncements during that time. 

Although all new contracts will be 
affected by new rates, policy will 
not actually go into effect until time 
change in September. Previous con- 
tracts will not be affected until ex- | 
piration. 








Here and There | 

















MGT.. ED WOLF—RKO BLDG., NEW YORK CITY 








AVE MARIA HOUR 


GALA OUTDOOR BROADCAST - COSTUMES 
FEAST OF THE ASSUMPTION 


6:30 P.M. Sunday, August 15, Garrison, New York, WMCA, 
Director of the Ave Maria Hour, cordially invites all listeners and friends 
te see monastic graymoor, witness broadcast festivities and visit shrines. 


WITNESS THIS COLORFUL OUTDOOR BROADCAST 
Augmented Choir - Symphony Orchestra « Special Broadway Cast 
CHAS. LATORRE, Producer 
ALFREDO ANTONINI, Conductor — HOWARD WARWICK, Script 


Father Anselm, 








| count to his string. 


' 

William Watters, recently in from 
freelancing on the Coast, has joined 
Kass-Tohrner agency, N. Y., as} 
scripter and p.a. 





John Slagle, announcer, subbing 
for Harry Golder as chef on the 
WXYZ Detroit Sunrise Breakfast 
Club at 6:30 a.m. 

Les Weinrat has a job scribbling 
continuity for Aunt Jemima Chicago 
program. 





Virginia Payne of ‘Ma Perkins’ 
cast doing a two week Eastern trip. 








Betty Caine, Chi leading woman, 
signed to NBC exclusively. 





Bill Shannon, of San Antonio, 
Texas, addition to announcing staff 
at WATL, Atlanta. 





Charles Hicks, Jr., promoted from 
assistant to program directcr of 
wsoc, Charlotte, N. C. Paul W. 
Norris, former program director, has 
been released from the post to or- 
ganize a new department for the 
station. 





Jim Shouse, general manager, and | 
Ken Church, sales manager, of 
KMOX, St. Louis, put in a couple 
of days last week with Bill William- 
son, sales manager of WKRC, Cincy. 





Carol Weymann, singer, has se- 
cured release from her contract with 
Henry Dagand and is now agenting 
herself, 





Lucy Grant, mezzo-soprano, new 


his native land. He has general 


charge of the news broadcasts in 


English and of the shortwave pro- 
grams sent out of Japan daily in five 
different directions. 

Edgers states there are 3,000,000 
receiving sets in Japan paying 20 
cents tax weekly and 32 stations 
linked into a network with JOAK, 
Tokyo (50 kw), the key station. Sta- 
tions operate from about 7 a.m. to 10 
at night, with twin wavelengths di- 
vided between entertainment pro- 
grams and educational. Advertising 
is not permitted. 

News is conspicuous and a pro- 
gram similar to the March of Time 
is broadcast weekly for one hour. 
A symphony orchestra of 125 men 


| and several chamber music units are 


maintained. 

Foreign talent visiting Japan for 
other appearances (mostly concerts) 
are used on the radio, but such en- 
gagements from the _ performer’s 
standpoint are for publicity pur- 
poses primarily, as the standard re- 
muneration is around $15 per broad- 
cast regardless of the standing of the 
artist. 


HEAP BIG FIRST GUY 


Hopi Indian Tenor Bagged in Ari- 
zona Hunt 











Phoenix, Aug. 10. 

Chief Clarence E. Taptuka, Hopi 
Indian, has been chosen the all- 
Arizona winner of a talent hunt con- 
ducted by KOY here. 

The Redskin tenor, as a prize, will 
be cuffed to a trip to Chicago, where 
he will sing a single shot on WLS. 





WXYZ Staff Chase Pill 


Detroit, Aug. 10. 

Thirty members of WXYZ staff 
are participating in a two-week golf 
tourney at Glenhurst club here for 
‘studio championship.’ 

Play over 54 holes is on handicap 
basis, but the handicap will not be 
determined until all entrants have 
completed three rounds. 





Lawyer Runs WIL Show 
St. Louis, Aug. 10. 
Leo Maginn, local attorney, is 
WIL’S new ‘Mr. Fixit! Ray Schroe- 
der resigned for job with Post-Dis- 
patch. 
Maginn was tutored by Schroeder. 


——<—<————=2 


HANGOVER CURE FROM 
WOAI TO WEB AUG. 15 


San Antonio, Aug. 10, 

New program placed on WOAI 
thrice weekly by Payne Advertising 
Agency is the ‘Knight Kappers’, fea. 
turing Ted and Bill, singing-guitar. 
ists. This program is on Wednes. 
days, Fridays and Saturdays, follow- 
ing Amos ’n’ Andy. Sponsored by 
Knight Kap (Corp.) which is the 
new hangover preventative. 

Steve Wilhelm, head of Payne’s 
Radio Division, gets a Texas Quality 
Network wire for the program, start. 
ing Aug. 15. Program is initial part 
of a national campaign put on by 
the Payne Agency. 7 
| Marie Walsh of KTSA, San An- 
| tonio, is in New York City. 


}> 

















BROADCASTING 


6th YEAR FOR 
BLACKETT - SAMPLE 
HUMMERT, INC. 





ANACIN 








JACQUES 


FRAY 


MARIO 


BRAGGIOTTI 











NBC NETWORK 





TODAY’S CHILDREN 


RADIO’S MOST POPULAR DAYTIME PROGRAM 


WRITTEN BY IRNA PHILLIPS 





addition to 3 Symphonettes, girl tria 
handled by Columbia Artists, Inc. 

Newcomer replaces Marion Jernigan, | 
who quit to return to her home town, | 
Atlanta. | 





The Jimmy Murrays—he's pub- | 
licity director for WCAE, Pittsburgh | 
—expect the stork in a couple of | 
months. 


Walt Framer is transferring his 
daily Show-Shopper program from 
KDKA to WWSW, Pittsburgh, with 
an eye to snatching a fall sponsor. 

Jack Hollister, sports announcer 
for KDKA, Pittsburgh, has added | 
the Kennywood Park publicity ac- | 











George Halley, KMBC national | 
program rep, to Chicago for a ———s 
(Continued on page 63) 


NOW ENTERING 5TH YEAR FOR 


Pillsbury Flour Mills Company 


DIR. — HUTCHINSON ADVERTISING COMPANY 


N. B. C. RED NETWORK — MONDAY THROUGH FRIDAY 


10:45 —_ 11:00 A. M., Be D. Ss. ve 
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SONGMEN'S SOCIAL GRACES 





JACK ROBBINS 
PROTESTS T0 
METRO 


Although Metro and Robbins have 








| nue entrance 


sn alljance, and Metro actually owns | 
51% of Robbins Music Corp. and af- | 


filiated song publishing firms, Jack 
Robbins has filed protest with the 
sudio that screen operettas such as 
‘The Firefly,’ ‘Sweethearts, ‘May- 
time,’ ‘Rose-Marie,’ ‘Naughty Mari- 
etta’ and others to come are working 
more to the benefit of Schirmer, 
Harms and other publishers. 

Being production scores, these, the 
original pubs, are benefiting anew 
from Metro’s filmizations. 

Technically Robbins has no re- 
dress, although that publisher has 
long since protested that 
might have protected Robbins 
interpolating new 
which could fall 


by 


into the Robbins 


catalog, and thus benefit Metro's 
music pub subsid. 
But what is crystallizing the | 


squawks is Metro’s loan-out of Gus 
Kahn to RKO-Radio 


| wich reads: 


Metro 


song material, | 


CODE IS STILL 


in order ic | 


work with Rudolf Frim! on the next | 


Nino Martini picture. 


Robbins ar- | 


gues that Kahn is 100% a Metro-| 
Robbins ‘property and any mating | 


with Friml (signed to Schirmer) 


could at least have been worked out | 


so that Robbins and Schirmer 
came co-copyright owners and pub- 
lishers of the Kahn-Friml songs. 


DECCA MAY BE CHIEF 





ANTI-WAX VICTIM: 





Demands made by the American 
Federation of Musicians on the com- 
panies manufacturing records, in the 
A.F. of M. campaign against broad- 
casting, also includes a shaft which 
may seriously curtail the widespread 
use of coin-operated phonographs. 

A.F. of M. declares that ‘records 
cannot be used in places where 


be- | 


INTRODUCTION 


For the Curious—That Picket Is 
Mr. Arnstein 





Ira Arnstein, who in recent years 
has engaged in several legal tilts 
with music publishers, is on a one- 





man picketing campaign against the | 


American Society of 
Authors and Publishers. 
march 


His line of 
is in front of the Sixth ave- 
to 
where some of the firms he has sued | 
have their offices. 

Fore card of his picketing sand- 
‘I am protesting against 
the pirating of all my songs by the 
American Society of Composers, 
Authors and Publishers. They are 
making millions, while I am starv- 
ing.’ On the rear card Arnstein has 
pasted sheet copies of tunes which 


he claims were lifted from manu- 
scripts of his. 
Arnstein’s last piece of litigation 


was against the E. B. 
Co. on the tune, ‘Play, Fiddle, Play’ 
in February, 1936. After getting 
an adverse verdict in the Federal 
court, New York, he appealed but 
with no more favorable results. 





UP TO PUBS: 


Federal Trade Commission has rec- 
ognized the need for a code of fair 
trade practices in the music publish- 
|ing industry is now up to 
| spokesmen for the business to get to- 
| gether with the commission on set- 
| ting a date for a trade conference on 
| the proposed covenant. Group which 
| will likely represent the industry in 
| the date fixing discussions is the 
| code committee of the Music Pub- 
| lishers Protective Association, with 
the conference held in New York 
either late in September or late Oc- 
tober. 

Code as drawn up by this MPPA 
group has been before the FTC since 
the fall of 1936. By agreeing to the 
calling of a conference the commis- 





and it 





sion intimated that this particular 


otherwise musicians may be em-| code fits the need but did not give 
ployed or where it has a tendency | any assurances that this would be 
to destroy employment opportunities | the document which would be accept- 


of musicians.’ The threat is that un- 
less record manufacturers comply, 


able to it. The details of the pact 
will have to be worked out during 


they cannot use union musikers in the conference. 


cutting their goods. 


Strong opposition to most of the 


A great number of the coin ma- clauses in the MPPA code is expect- 


chines now in use throughout the 
country are in bierstubes and taverns 
where there are 
dance floors. 
A.F. of M. deems these ‘places where 
otherwise musicians may be em- 
ployed.’ Dancing to coin-machine 
musie gets big play in semi-rural 
districts, small towns and the poorer 
neighborhoods of the big  burgs. 
About 35% of the records disposed 
of by manufacturers to coin-ma- 
chine operators are used in such 
spots. 

If the A.F. of M. is able to en- 
force this demanded restriction. 
Decca will be the chief sufferer, sel!- 
ing as firm does the bulk of the 
Platters used in the machines. Rea- 
son Decca heads the field is that its 
wholesale rate is cheapest, 2lc. per 
record (no returns), and also because 
in its catalog it includes a long list 
of swing orchs and singers, which 
supply the favorite form of music of 
the coin-machine sluggers. 





Hoagy Carmichael Some 


Pumpkins in Indiana 


Indianapolis, Aug. 10. 
Local boy who made good in the 
City, Hoagy Carmichael, the tune- 
smith, and wife, broke Hollywood to 
New York trip, for week's stopove! 
here to visit parents and other rela- 
tives. Also took in campus of In- 
diana University at Bloomington 
‘Ind.) where he composed ‘Stardust. 

Just to show what people here 
*bouts think of Hoag and his song- 
Writing, local dailies have given him 
ever 50 column inches of space and 
Pictures, and on trip to Blooming- 
ton (Ind.) he found there the Siar 


Dust Resfaurant, owned by Raiph 
Hensley, 


ed 


postage-stamp | 
It is likely that the, 


to develop from among the 
smaller publishers. Indications are 
that they will make the film pro- 
ducer controlled pub firms the tar- 
get of their attacks, holding that if 
these firms are given any more ad- 
vantages the small independents will 
be forced out of business. The smal- 
lies will argue that the superior score 
product and expensive exploitation 
staffs of the producer-owned pub- 
lishing houses make for competitive 


edges which the minor firm cannot, 


Marks Music | 


Composers, | 





| 


PLUG AMBASSADOR 


|Go Places and Meet People 
the RCA building | 








_ hope to contend with unless they are | 


| permiited to operate in their 


way. 





Louis Bernstein Copyright 


own | 
| suit. 


|men as big radio 


Deal With Turner Layton’ 


Louis Bernstein, head of Shapiro, | 


Bernstein & Co., cabled his office 
from England last week that he had 
negotiated the right to 
copyrights of several songs 
bv J. Turner Layton. 


renew the} 
authored | 
They include | other 


‘Wav Down Yonder in New Orleans,’ | 


‘Dea! 
Gone.’ 
La 


Old Southland,’ ‘After You're 
and ‘Strut, Miss Lizzie.’ 
vton has become a British resi- 


| in order to arrive at their radio val- 


dent. doing a singing routine in music | 


halls and niteries. Bernstein is due 
back in New York Monday (16). 





‘BIG APPLE’ SONG 
Lee David and John Redmond are 
first to get out a song for new ‘Big 
Apple’ dance craze with a tune of 
same title. 


| into the big national 


Exclusive is issuing number which | 


is being recorded by Cab Callowa 
for Master Records. 





vi 


! 


Jee Sanily has replaced Murray | 


Staub as professional mgr. of 
Music. Ine. 


from Chicago several months ago. 


Mills | 
Staub was brought on | 


| has not been without its grief. Like 





+ 


‘NEW STYLE SON 


—Have to Infuse Others 
with Their Own En-| 


| 
| 





thusiasm—Stay Up with} 
Sick Friends or Squire | 
Lonesome Torchers, All | 


in the Day’s Work 


| 
GET AROUND | 
| 
| 


By ABEL GREEN 
Music contact man of today is per- | 
haps one of the most colorful sales’ 


men in the world. He’s suave, | 
worldly, filed down at the rough}! 
| edges, and quite at ease among a| 
| 
| 


flock of personalities and celebs. 


His salesmanship embraces a host | 
of qualifications as a good mixer 
| That often means ability to con- | 
tribute a fancy game of bridge, 
klabiasch or pinochle, a fair game 
of golf, a nice assortment of new 
| gags and stories, an ability to bend 
an elbow, terp a toe or exercise the 
average social graces in a bit above- 
average manner, and all founded on 
an ingratiating personality. 

Selling such a nebulous commodity 
as a new manuscript calls for con- 
siderable of plenty. Every new 
song becomes ‘the greatest ballad 
we ever had,’ or the ‘greatest score 
Berlin ever wrote,’ or the ‘great- 
est dance arrangement by Will Hud- 
son,’ or almost any of a dozen other 


‘greatest’ superlatives. 
That's where’ the personality 
comes in. That’s where nights of 


carousing, days of golfing, sessions 
at a beach club, great manifestation 
of care and worry about this or that 
radio act or band’s welfare, stand 
the personality song contact men in 
good stead. , 
Gigoloing on Side 


Radio satellites are subject to the 
same human frailties. The gal war- 
blers may cotton to this or that con- 
tact man who knows how to buy 
them an interesting lunch or dinner, 
and manages to step a nifty dance 
set as a coincidental social grace. 
Name band must perforce yield to 
past sentimentalities arising from 
jolly moments in Saratoga or on a 
Long Island golf course, or in some 
other intimate association with the 
musie publisher's representative. 

It’s still high-pressuring today, as 
it was in the past, but on a more 
genteel plane. 

Strong Nordic influence in the ad- 
vertising agencies, with executives 
reared on some of the best Ameri- 
can campuses, has created necessity 
for a new approach. The radio tal- 


ent itself has been basically influ- 
enced along these lines, and the 
songpluggers have had to fcllow 


Advent of these collegiate agency 
program factors 


all officials, they must be catered 
to, and ofttimes tryingly. 

They have been the basic cause, | 
as the biggest single force, in the 
revival of songplugging subsidies. 
Reason has been simply because 
these program builders have no} 
standards than ‘the most’ of 
anything. Just as they have 
schooled to break down the boxoffice 
popularity of stage and screen stars, 





ues, so similarly they gauge songs on 
the same premise of ‘most.’ Hence, ! 
the ‘most played’ tabulations are the | 
best barometers for popularity. 
Since the song contact men find this 
to be the surest way to get songs 
radio shows, it 
has encouraged a freer spending for | 
plugs, among the minor bands and | 
acts. 


Vanity 

On the other hand. the persuasive- | 
ness of the pluggers figures in the} 
vanity angle. It's become a new| 
vogue for certain name maestros to) 
take. pride in having ‘introduced’ 
new songs which ultimately became | 


Angle 


| London. It’s 


Overseas Pubs and 


Writers Benefit as 


Yankee Wax-Sync Feud Continues 





Can’t Take It, Eh? 


Walter Winchell’s panning of 
some of the mikesters’ treat- 
ment of certain 20th-Fox fil- 
musical songs has created an 
inverse attitude. Winchell is 
frankly partial both to Gordon 
and Revel’s tunes and _ the 
Zanuck-brand of musicals in 
general. Whenever he hears 
any vocalization that doesn't 
jell with his ideas, the column- 
ist tells ‘em off in no uncertain 
terms. 





Foreign music publishers and 
writers are profiting plenty from the 
jam now existing between pop pubs 
on this side and the Songwriters? 
Protective Association. With the 
latter two factions unable to com- 
promise the SPA’s claim to the tran- 
scription and synchronization rights 
to its members, foreign music men 
have found a ready market in this 
country for their curent pop re- 
leases. 

Among the foreign firms that have 
been unloading them heavily in 
America are Campbell-Connolly, 





Music publishers in the east 
didn’t mind the comment or the 
plugs for the various song titles 
until they discovered that some 
of the burned-up radio artists, 
who had been so singled out for 
captious comment, are ‘getting 
even’ by laying off singing all 
Gordon and Revel tunes, and 
even going so far as to put a 
chili on 20th-Fox film songs. 
From the pubs’ angle, that’s not 
so good, 











hits. Later, in subsequent broad- | 
casts, these bands make capital of | 
this fact. 


Thus, a song contacter can write | 


a band in Catalina Island, or in Mon- | 
treal, or playing a seasonal engage- 
ment in Saratoga or Miami or New 
Orleans to have him become ‘among 
the first to introduce’ this or that 
new tune. Thus are contacts main- 


tained. Distance from New York is | 


an element that is capitalized via 


mail and telegraphic and even tele- | 


phonic communication. 
Wide-acquaintance of 

with all sorts of talent is the sole 

stock in trade for the music contact 


man. The wider the circle, the 
greater the value. 
It’s been axiomatic, too, in show 


business of late, that the girl who 
does a vocal special on some cafe 
floor may be the singing star of a 
Hollywood filmusical two years 
hence. Viz., Alice Faye, Dixie Dun- 
bar, Martha Raye, Harriet Hilliard, 
et al. The hideaway band of today 
may become a big network fave al- 
most overnight, because of some 
fortuitous radio break. That's been 
illustrated repeatedly. 

Songplugging has moved high, 
wide and handsome since the boys 
used to make the rounds of the 
Coney Island beerstubes and ham- 
mer it home to the pretzels-and- 


pluggers | 


Peter Maurice, Dix, Ltd., Bixio and 
| Francois Salaber. Several of the 
more important American pubs have 
|elected to pass up the new works 
of SPA members and are accepting 
material made available from abroad 
or written by Americans not con- 
nected with the SPA. Two imports 
that have already come through on 
| the most played lists are ‘Harbor 
| Lights’ (Marlo) and ‘The Miller's 
| Daughter, Marianne’ (Shapiro). 

Attempts of a publishers’ commit- 
tee to meet the SPA part of the way 
| have struck an impasse. After the 
SPA’s executive council had shown 
an inclination to recede from its 
original demand to administer the 
syne and transcription rights, the 
pubs submitted a uniform contract 
which would give SPA writers 50% 
of the money that the publishers 
collected from such rights. This con- 
tract draft was rejected as unsatis- 
factory. The SPA expressed a simi- 
lar reaction to a revised agreement 
which was turned over to it the 
week before. 





Now It's Cash: 
Gershwin Tunes 


Off Free List 


Estate of George Gershwin has 
closed down on the free production 
use of the late composer's works. 
From now on there will be the usual 
charge for the performances of such 
compositions over the air or in con- 
certs. 

Following Gershwin’s death in- 








suds patronage, Nowns 
tantly focused aro 
Plaza and Madison a 
dio agency adjuncts Oa 
Lexington so that the. Bbngplugger | 
of old is a new type individual in 
1937, et seq. 


It's to the credit of Tin Pan Alley, | 
that was, that so many have success- 
fully bridged the transition, keep- | 
ing apace with times and trends. | 


! 


It further illustrates why and how | 
the song plugger, basically, whether | 
under his old tag or as the new- 
fangled music contact man, _is/| 
among the truly resourceful sales- | 
men, Perhaps the yield, economic- 
ally, isn’t as much as in other lines, 
but there is certainly much more! 
color. The boys must dress well, by | 






necessity as well as choice: they mix | 


in gay, colorful company (hotels, 
niteries, golf-courses, racetracks, | 
sporting events, spas and resorts) 
amidst gay, colorful people, which 
is as much a part of their job as it 
is the average layman's pleasure: 
| their associations are distinguished 
by personalities whose names are 


household words. 

Incomes range from $100 to $250, 
average, for the topnotch contactors 
plus $25-$100 expense accounts, and 
if one manifests executive ability it 
can run into a $20,000 job, plus per- 
centage. And that ain't tin except 
in sate dips 

Shapiro, Berastein a Co. has ob- 
tained the American rights to 
‘Broken-Hearted Clown’ from the 
Southern Music Publishing Co.. Ltd... 
England's current No. 1 


tune. 


'major works. 
|felt that this arrangement ought to 


; the agents for the copyrights 
|Gershwin works are Harms, 
| New World Music Co., the Chappell 


structions were given by his mother 
and his brother, Ira, to the publish- 
ing firms involved to refrain from 
|asking for a fee in the case of any 
reputable conductor or orchestra 
seeking permission to perform his 
Late writer's family 


prevail while the music world want- 
'ed to pay tribute to him, Last on- 
the-cuff permit issued was the one 
that the New York Philharmonic or- 
chestra got for its Gershwin me- 


| morial concert at the Lewisohn sta- 


| dium Monday night (9). 

Firms which either hold or are 
to 
Inc., 


Co. and the George Gershwin Pub- 
lishing Co. 


AL JACOBS TO MILLER; 
AMATEURS’ TOP PLUG 





Al Jacobs, former general man- 
ager for Sherman-Clay in Frisco, 
has become business manager of 
Miller, Music, Ine., a  Robdbins- 
Metro subsid. Last week S-C be- 
came a Robbins-Metro property, 


(under a $75,000 purchase, 
obs heads the personnel taken over. 

Feist and Robbins firms wiil re- 
issue old S-C copyrighis with new 
arrangements. Meantime, a current 


and Jace 


pop, ‘So Rare,’ authored by tro West 
Coast amateurs, Jerry Verst and 
Jack Sharpe, has been transferred to 
the Rebbins catalo¥ as that frin’s 


{No. 1 popular song plig nus 


LO4, 
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Gershwin Memorial Cracks Stadium 
Records But Performances In and Out 





By HOBE MORRISON 
George Gershwin memorial con-}| 
cert Monday (9) night 
Lewisohn Stadium, N, Y., 


previous records for Stadium con-| 


cert events. 
missions was Officially announced, 
for an 
Symphonic-jazz composer-pianist had 
held the previous Stadium record 
of 





Tops in the Music Business 


MY CABIN 
OF DREAMS 


The. You and Me 
That Used To Be 


Gone With The Wind 


Ae ee sd 
Coming, ANew RKO Musical 
‘Life of the Party’ 


With This Great Score 
By ALLIE WRUBEL 
and HERB MAGIDSON 


Let’s Have Another 
Cigarette 


Roses In December 
The Life Of The Party 
Yankee Doodle Band 
So You Won't Sing 
Chirp A Little Ditty 








Irving Berlin, tc. 


799 Seventh Ave., New York 


HARRY LINK, Gen. Prof. Mgr. 

















Two New Instrumental Novel- 
ties by the Publishers § of 


“Nola” and “Polly” 
a 


“CHINA DOLL 
PARADE”’ 


“WHISTLING 
MOSE”’ 


Distinctive Piano or 
Orchestra Specialties 


SAM FOX 
PUBLISHING COMPANY 


1250 SIXTH AVENUE 
LOING RAGIO CITY 
NEW YORK 


RCA BY 











“POLYNESIAN ROMANCE” 
“JUST ABOUT RIGHT” 


By 
Lysle Tomertin end Andy Tona Tong 
(Writers of “South Sea Island Magic’’) 
NGUARD SONGS 
6411 Hollywood Bivd., Hollywood, 
VERNON TOMERLIN, Gen. 


Calif. 
Mer. 








Total of 20,223 paid ad-| 


estimated gross of $12,000. | 


} 


at the | h 
smashed | n 


——— 


peared in person on an all-Gershwin 
program several seasons ago. 

Mark was finally cracked by a few 
undred admissions Tuesday (3) 
ight of last week, by Jascha Hei- 
fetz. But the Monday turnout far 
surpassed anything previous. 





Stadium attendants and Philhar- | 


monic Symphony Society officials 


| had never seen anything like the at- 


. | tendance for a symph event. 
17,000 attendances since he ap-| 





| sister, 





| the sly humor 


Crowd 
football 
Several 


resembled a World Series, 
or championship fight mob. 
thousands were 


on hand when the} 


Stadium doors were opened at 6.15 | 


r 


and by 7 o’clock all the 
served seats were taken. 


25c. 


unre- | 
Every seat | 


in the $1 and 50c. sections were gone | 


by 7.30, and by 7.45 there were 


several thousand standees in various | 


parts of the Stadium. 


Crowd kept swarming in until, by | 
the time the concert got under way | 


at 8.35, 
thousands were standing along the 
band shell extensions and in every 


all aisles were filled and | 


available foot of space along the 
stadium rim and the outlying sec- 
tions of the field. Few stragglers | 


kept arriving until about 9 o'clock | 
and somehow, somewhere, squirmed 
inside the entrances. Few thousand 
others, unable to find room inside 
the stadium,- lined the iron fences 
enclosing the field on Convent Ave, 
136th and 138th Sts. 


| 


| 
| 


It was an amazing and impressive | 


tribute te the composer who, dur- 
ing his lifetime, won recognition 
from concert artists and critics and 
who captured the imagination of the 
mob as probably no other artist or 
composer has ever done. Besides the 
artists on the program, who included 
Ferde Grofe, Alexander Smallens, 
Harry Kaufman, Ethel Merman, 
Anne Brown, Ruby Elzy, Todd Dun- 
can, the Eva Jessye Choir and the 
men of the New York Philarmonic 
Orchestra, and the committee of 
sponsors, consisting of Irving Berlin, 
Gene Buck, Walter Damrosch, Leo- 
pold Godowsky, Jerome Kern, Sig- 
mund Romberg and Deems Taylor, a 
number of well-knowns were in the 


audience. Among those recognized 
were Rudy Vallee, Gov. Lehman, 
Mayor LaGuardia, the composer’s 


mother, Mrs. Rose Gershwin, and his 
Mrs. Leopold Godowsky, Jr. 


Evening of Contrasts 


It was, above all, an evening of 
contrasts. For, side by side on the 
same program, were such strange 
concert-mates as Todd Duncan, Anne 
Brown and Ruby Elzy and the 
Philharmonic Orchestra, or Ethel 
Merman, Harry Kaufman, the Eva 
Jessye Choir, Ferde Grofe and Alex- 
ander Smallens. And perspiring el- 
bow-to-elbow in the audience were 
the regular symphony lovers of the 
Stadium concerts and those other 
thousands who had never before 
been to the Stadium, but who re- 
sponded to the magic of Gershwin’s 
name. Some of the latter, from dis- 
tant parts’of*the city, had left home 
as early as 5.30 to get there in time 
to find seats. Others, from out-of- 
town; Hdd!Started early in the day 
or the night before. 

It was also a program of contrasts, 
highlighting as never before Gersh- 
win’s artistic versatility. For such 
was Gershwin’s range as a composer 
that no single conductor was capable 
of interpreting all the various styles, 
tempi and moods of his works, and 
no single artist or general classifica- 
tion of artists was qualified to pre- 
sent his music. 

And, although such an extensive 
variety of talent was present, Gersh- 
win still remained beyond their tal- 
ents. At times his music was played 
or sung well enough to fill out and 
project its vivid life and color and 
lurking around the 
next bar of music. But frequently 


| the artists present found the com- 


| poser’s 


swiftly alternating expres- 
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WALTER WANGER DOES IT AGAIN! 
This Time It’s ““VOGUES OF 1938” 


THESE SONG 


THAT OLD FEELING 


By LEW BROWN and SAMMY FAIN 


LOVELY ONE 


By FRANK LOESSER and MANNING SHERWIN 


TURN ON THAT RED HOT HEAT 


By PAUL WEBSTER and LOUIS ALTER 
LEO FEIST, INC. @ 1629 Broadway @ New York 


HITS 














Most Played on Air 





Combined plugs on WEAF, 
WJZ and WABC are computed 
for the week from Sunday 
through Saturday (Aug. 1-7), 


My Cabin of Dreams 
(Berlin) 

+Where or When 
(Chappell) 

It Looks Like Rain 
(Morris) 

*I Know Now 
(Remick) 

Sailboat in Moonlight 
(Crawford) 

*First Time I Saw You 
(Santly-Joy) 

*Whispers in the Dark 
(Famous) 

Stardust on the Moon 
(Marks) 

*Cause My Baby Says Its Seo 
(Remick) 

*Afraid to Dream 
(Miller) 

*All God’s Chillun Got Rhythm 
(Robbins) 

Caravan 
(Exclusive) 

*Loveliness of You 
(Miller) 

Miller’s Daughter Marianne 
(Shapiro) 

*Yours anc Mine 
(Robbins) 

Merry-Go-Round Broke Down 
(Harms) 

Stop, You’re Breaking My Heart 
(Famous) 

So Rare 
(Robbins) 

*Penthouse on Third Ave. 
(Feist) 

Satan Takes a Holiday 
(Lincoln) 

Gone With the Wind 
(Berlin) 

Till Clock Strikes Three 
(Shapiro) 

*That Old Feeling 
(Feist) 

Harbor Lights 
(Marlo) 

You and Me That Used to Be 
(Berlin) 

Me, Myself and I 
(Words and Music) 

* Indicates filmusical song. 

+ Production Number. 











sions and moods beyond their ken. 


Of the satisfactery portions of the ; 
program, the three symphonic com- | 


positions and the vocal selections 
from ‘Porgy and Bess’ were outstand- 
ing. In the latter, Todd Duncan, 
Anne Brown, Ruby Elzy and the Eva 
Jessye Choir found the characters of 
the music admirably suited to their 
talents and the orchestral accompani- 


ment provided by the Philharmonic | 


and Alexander Smallens’ direction. 
Certain parts, particularly the more 


symphonic, of the Concerto in F ont 


piano and orchestra; ‘An American 
in Paris,’ and the ‘Rhapsody in Blue’ 
likewise were well suited to the 
background and abilities of orchestra 
and conductor. 

But in the more rhythmic surges 
of the compositions the men of the 
Philharmonic and frequently Con- 
ductors Smallens and Grofe found 
themselves in a metier they did not 
understand and had no real feeling 
for. Consequently, the medley from 
‘Of Thee I Sing,’ batoned by Grofe, 
was little more impressive than any 
musical comedy overture, and ‘Strike 
Up the Band,’ with the same con- 
ductor, was simply a lively and me- 
lodic band piece out of its proper 
surroundings. 


Can’t Swing It 
Of all *the evening’s disappoint- 


ments, Ethel Merman was the most | 


notable. For one thing, only one of 
her selections was well suited to her 
brand of singing. For another, the 
Philharmonic Orchestra was woe- 
fully inadequate for the uplifting 
rhythms which only Miss Merman is 
able to arouse in a song. And for a 
third, the singer was inclined to be 
nervous in such strange surroundings 
and before such an awesome ‘audi- 
ence. 


Of all the artists on the bill, Harry 
Kaufman, playing piano solo parts 
of the Concerto and the Rhapsody, 
touched off all the fireworks implant- 
ed in the score by Gershwin. Todd 
Duncan, particularly with the ‘I’ve 
Got Plenty of Nuttin’,’ won the in- 
sistent enthusiasm of the audience 
and his ‘Bess, You Is My Woman 


‘Marietta’ Rights Sold 


Chappell Co, of America has 
acquired the U. S. and Canadian 
publishing rights to the Oscar 
Strauss-Sacha Guitry operetta ‘Mari- 
etta’ from Francois Salabert, Paris 
music publisher. 

Assignment was negotiated between 
Henry Spitzer, Chappell g. m., and 
Joachim Aberbach, Salabet’s Amer- 
ican rep. Aberbach is working on 
several similar sales to American 
| publishers, 

There is a possibility of ‘Marietta’ 
| being produced on Broadway during 
the coming season, 








|Radioite Manages Garden | 


Lynchburg, Va., Aug. 10. 


Tuck Young, for two years news- | 
caster at WLYVA, has resigned, effec- | 


tive Aug. 15, to take over 
ment of the Merry Garden nite spot. | 

Carey H. Falwell, owner 
Garden, has sold out to a mystery 
backer at Harrisonburg, Va., whose 
name he will not divulge. Young 
was employed by the latter to handle 
| the place. 


Remodeling will include | 


manage- | 


of the | 


| 


| improvement of band stand acoustics. | 





Henry Biagini’s Hops 


Henry Biagini leaves Tybee Beach, | 


Savannah, Ga., this week to open for 
two weeks at the Iriquois Gardens, 
Louisville, on Aug. 14. 

After the Iriquois, band moves to 
Enna Jettick Park, Auburn, N. Y., on 
| Aug. 30 for a fortnight, and thence 
| back to Louisville to reopen the Casa 
| Madrid, class winter spot, 

15. Nitery has a new wire with sta- 

| tion WHAS. 





tune by Abel Baer titled 
| Take No For An Answer.’ Baer is 
}not, as stated in a previous issue, 


| connected with the publishers in any | 
other way. 


‘I Won't 





Dallas Stunt 


(Continued from page 1) 





| 











Saturday (7) night. Talent contests 
d nearly everything else in the 
| book has been called into play as a 
| hypo on attendance, 
staged a wrestling tournament for 
the simon-pure over the week-end. 

This week will bring resumption 


| 
} an 


| of fair’s international sports pro- 
gram. <A boxing joust will begin 


Thursday (12) between American 
A.A.U, stars and amateur pugs from 
South. America. 

Vie Hyde, one-man band, opened 
'for two weeks Saturday night (7) at 
Casino. In the show now are Arren 
and Broderick, The Kraddocks, 
Hyde, Phil Harris’ band, with Art 
Jarrett handling all vocal chores, 
Florence and Alvarez replace dan- 
cers Georges and Jalna Aug. 21. 
Harris is in until Sept. 9 and will be 
followed by Benny Goodman, 











The English Swing 
Sensation 


‘Cuban Pete’ 


Novelty 


Featured on Every 
important Program 


i netnestinimneinmem ennai 
Released Soon! 


Schuster-Miller have taken a new | 


Chick Webb’s band and Ella Fitz- | 
gerald were presented in same place | 


The fair even | 


on Sept. | 








The All-Hit Musical Score of 


“LIFE BEGINS iA 
IN COLLEGE” ff 


A 20th Century-Fox Pict 
ur 
starring the Ritz Brothers 


mS LS 








Now’ duet with Anne Brown was | 


alive with tender warmth. 


Everything considered, Gershwin’s 
memorial concert was a real triumph | 


for the composer. 
indicate as 


Not only did it 
never before his emo- 


| tional place in the affections of gen- | 


| eral music lovers. 


| thought it was sissified to play 


more the amazing musical versatility 
of the boy from Brooklyn, who once 


piano. 
Phoebe Clark, NBC actress 


wife of Claude La Belle, 
drama editor of the 


and 
radio and 
San Francisco 


News, has been given a role in Wil- | 
*Story to Be! 


liam S. Hurlbut’s play, 
Whispered,’ which gets its preem at 
the Curran theatre Aug. 19, 


It proved even | 


the 











Sam Fox Has American 


Sam Fox, Hollywood Songs, Inc. 
prez, has closed with Keith Prowse 
& Co., British_pubs, for the Ameri. 
can rights to the score of the Lon.- 
don stage hit, ‘Balalaika.’ 

Lee Shubert figures to open hig 
version of the musical on Broad. 
way around Christmas, while the 
screen rights have already been 
bought by Paramount. 





Lew Pollack and Sidney Mitchell 
are cleffing some original tunes for 
| ‘Rebecca of Sunnybrook Farm,’ 20th- 

Fox Shirley Temple vehicle. 








Walter Bullock and Harold Spina 
checked in at 20th-Fox for musical 
chores. 








GORDON and REVEL 


Songs for the Smash Darryi 
Zanuck-20th Century Fox 
Production: 


**You Can’t Have 
Everything”’ 


The swell score follows: 


AFRAID TO DREAM 
THE LOVELINESS OF YOU 


YOU CAN’T HAVE 
EV’RYTHING 


PLEASE PARDON US— 
WE'RE IN LOVE 


DANGER— 
LOVE AT WORK 


Gordon and Revel’s great 
waltz 


| HUM A WALTZ 


from 20th Century’s 
“This Is My Affair’ 


Avitcer Music, [ne. 


1619 BROADWAY © NEW YORK 


Also, 

















DUKE’S 
New Smash Hits 


Catt 


ar AT THE 


Kit KA 


¢ ~—~ orranged by JOE HAYMES 4 


bs) x le) .h0) 2 9 e) | 
MASTER AND 


et RECORDS 


cc ___. - 


. — 


—- 


WILL HUDSON 


wrianged by 


EXCLUSIVE PUBLICATIONS, Inc. 


1619 BROADWAY, NEW YORF,N Y 

















~ LOVE SEV RV WHERE 


By EDDIE KUSBY and CASE Kt SBY 
Arr. by Harold Mooney 


— 





IT’S THE 


START OF A NEW ROMANCE! 


Also by the KUSBY BROS. 








— COMING — 


YOU'RE DYNAMIC! 


_ By Jack Cavan and Wally Christie 


DYNAMIC MUSIC 


co. 




















HOLLYWOOD SONGS™ | 43-20 GREENPOINT AVE. — 
Cen ee WOODSIDE, L. L, NEW YORK 
RCA BUILDING-RADIO CITY-NEW YORK NY | CASE KUSBY, Prof. Mgr 
PHIL KORNHEVER, Gen Mar eneeentenenenmenenemmmeress 
FOUR FEIST HITS RIDING STRONG 


From RKO-Radio’s 





LEO FEIST, 





OUR PENTHOUSE ON THIRD AVENUE 
LOVE IS NEVER OUT OF SEASON 


“NEW FACES OF 1937” 
From BEN MARDEN’S SMART RIVIERA REVUE 


THE IMAGE OF YOU 


From THE PAN AMER AN CASINO REVUE 


DON’T YOU KNOW OR DON’T YOU CARE 


nc. * 1629 BROADWAY 





e NEW YORK 














Rights to ‘Balalaika’ 
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Last Week's 15 Best Sellers 





It Looks Like Rain 
Sailboat in the Moonlight 


Se Rare ... 
+Where or When 


OF Menus INOW: sacs codecs 


My Cabin of Dreams, 
Caravan 


+Strangers in the Dark.... 
* Indicates filmusical song. 
others are pops. 





Merry-Go-Round Broke Down oeeeeeenvueseeeeeeeee 


eee eee eee eee eee eee eeeeeeeeeeeeeseeeeeeee 


You and Me That Used to Be..... 
*Sweet Leilani .......c00. enaeh tears 
Harbor Lights e@eeeevpeeeeeeeeeeceeeeeeeeeneaeeeeeeeeee 
*Penthouse On Third AVeNnue. ..ccccccccccccccsccccece 
PE EE BE EO Reece ci Gasa choses cceheceeeseete Santly-Joy 


MINE SE SO EINE oc cns csccetcnavecesbes aus »+.. Famous 


“+ Indic ates ‘stage production song. The 


. Morris 

- Harms 
-Crawford 
- Robbins 
-Chappell 
. Berlin 

. Select 
.Marlo 

. Remick 

. Feist 


eeeceescosooss Dern 


... Exclusive 


. Crawford 








On the 


Upbeat 





C. S. Rese, operator of the Modern- 
istic ballroom, State Fair Park, Mil- 
waukee, and the Futuristic ballroom 
in downtown Milwaukee, was in 
New York last week to visit Charlie 
Green, CRA prez. 


Earl Hines and Fietcher Hender- 
son, both Negro bands, will play 
against each other for the first time 
Aug. 27 at Tomlinson Hall, Indian- 
apolis, on a Consolidated booking. 


Al Denahue orchestra leave the 
Rainbow Room, N. Y. Aug. 23 to fill 
an engagement at the Roosevelt Ho- 
tel, New Orleans. He returns to 
the Skytop Cafe October 12. 


Blue Barron band plays Castle 
Farms, Cincinnati, Aug. 21-22 for 
CRA. 


Lukewella’s Hawaiians replace the 
Freddie Starr crew in the Roosevelt 











Will Hudson’s Latest 


YOU'RE MY DESIRE 


“From New Faces of 1937” 


PECKIN' 


The New Summer Sensation! 


IS THIS GONNA BE 
MY LUCKY SUMMER 


Season’s Loveliest Ballad 


MOON AT SEA 


Comedy Hit of the Season 


TODAY | AM A MAN 


Pinky Tomlin’s Smash Hit 
I'M JUST A 


COUNTRY BOY AT 


rc 
| Mius Music, Inc. 
1619 BROAQWATY New YoRr, . ¥. 











Hotel, N. Y. grill. He stays until 
the return of Guy Lombardo in the 
fall. 


Gerald Nierman has signed an ex- 
clusive deal with Consolidated for 
his Lakeside Park, Dayton, Already 
set are Blue Barron, Ed McGraw 
and Austin Wylie. 


Jay Freeman has had his contract 
renewed for another year by the 
Paradise restaurant, Broadway ni- 
terie. 


Austin Wylie orch playing one- 
nighters in the middle west before 
going into Lakeside Park, Dayton, 
Aug. 22. CRA handling. 


Jolly Coburn has been signed to 
provide musical entertainment again 
next season at the Claremont Inn, 
kx. Se 


Johnny Gries and orchestra play- 
ing Half Moon Inn, Steubenville, O. 
Aired three times weekly thru CBS’ 
WWYVA station. 


Herman Waldman orchestra played 
a guest stand at the Olmos Night 
Club, San Antonio, Tex., week of 
Aug. 6. 


Jimmy Reilly and his Nighthawks 
will finish summer season at Craigs 
Meadows Hotel, near Stroudsburg, 
Pa. 

Lou Blake orch has gone into the 
Chez Paree, Omaha, for an extended 
stay. 


Harry Romig’s orch playing in the 
pavilion at Saylor’s Lake, Saylors- 
burg, Pa. 

Billy Swanson orchestra set for the 
duration of the season at Hotel Edi- 
son, N. Y. Green Room. 


Bernie Collins’ orchestra now 
playing in the pagoda of the Grand 
Union Hotel, Saratoga. 


Ray Herbeck’s orchestra in band- 
stand at Olentangy Park, Columbus, 
this week. 


Al Anderson, drummer, recently 
rejoined the Johnnie Fielder radio- 
dance band in San Antonio. 

















THE SEASON'S 


ROBBINS MUSIC CORP. 








SO RARE 


The Sherman-Clay Hit Just Acquired by 
Robbins—The Fastest Hit of the Season 


@ 799 7th hatte wow York 


SONG SCOOP 





























Robbins Music Corporation 


BROWN and FREED’ "¢ Greatest Score 


By Far the Crowning Achievement of the Series 
M-G-M’S “BROADWAY MELODY OF 1938” 


With These “Hits to Come”: 


YOURS AND MINE 
I'M FEELIN’ LIKE A MILLION 
YOUR BROADWAY AND MY BROADWAY 
EVERYBODY SING 


© 799 7th Ave., New York 




















Harold Stern’s Pay-Off 


Atlantic City, Aug. 10. 
Batoneer Harold Stern finished his 
engagement at the Ritz Gardens here 


last week with a biff in the schnozzle 
following a disagreement with Op- 
erators Aibert and Bert Kay over 
the pay-off. 

Stern went from the Ritz to Mil- 
lion Dollar Pier. 


GUY LOMBARDO 
MAY OWN PUB 
FIRM 100%, 


Lombardos, (Guy, Carmen, et al.) 
are interested in two music publish- 
ing firms, Words & Music, Inc., 
which is a composite embracing 
Fred Waring, Paul Whiteman, Abe 
Lyman and Jack Denny, and also 
in Olman Music Corp. The Lom- 
bardos have 25% of Olman Music, 
and may get it all back under pres- 
ent negotiations as Jack Robbins 
wants to dispose of that firm. 

Abe Olman is v.p. and general 
manager of Leo Feist, Inc., which 
last year came under the Metro- 
Robbins control. It was the inten- 
tion then to ultimately develop Ol- 
man Music’s catalog for upped 
ASCAP rating, but now Robbins is 
willing to let all of it go back to the 
Lombardos if they’ll pay only what 
it cost Metro-Robbins so far since 
it’s been an inactive unit. 


KALMAR-RUBY AGAIN 
IN PUBLISHING BIZ 


Reorganization of Kalmer and 
Ruby’s music publishing business, 
with Dick Arnold as _ professional 
contact, is a move by Bert Kalmar 
and Harry Ruby to insure them- 


selves against demotions in ASCAP. 
New K-R pub unit will exploit their 
popular stuff. It will be head- 
quartered in Hollywood. 

Kalmar and Ruby as picture pro- 
duction songsmiths will publish 
chiefly through Harms, their past 
production outlets, unless the studios 
have other publishing affiliations, as 
sometimes happens. K-R, Inc., how- 
ever, will be an outlet for pop 
songs. 

In former years Kalmar, (Harry) 
Puck and (the late Maurice) Abra- 
hams were a publishing unit tied in 
with the late Henry Waterson’s 
Musie pub enterprise, Waterson, 
Berlin & Snyder. Irving Berlin, of 
course, now heads his own firm and 
Ted Snyder is now a Hollywood 
local restaurateur, financed by Pres- 
ton Sturges whom he befriended 
when the playwright was a strug- 
gling lyricist. 

New K&R firm has Hewrry (Co- 
lumbia Picts) Cohn in for a re- 
ported $5,000 investment; Sid Sil- 
vers, $2,500, among others. 











Brown and Henderson’s 
RKO Songs Go to Harms 


Lew Brown and Ray Henderson’s 
RKO filmusical numbers will be pub- 
lished via Harms and not Robbins 
as was an original idea. 

Brown and Henderson have al- 
ways been identified with the Max 
Dreyfus interests and a plan to 
create a B-H unit, as a subsid to 
Robbins, has flivved. 





Carl Moore’s Tour 
Chicago, Aug. 10. 
at Buckeye Lake, 


After closing 





| 


Ohio, Sept. 4, Carl (Deacon) Moore | 


goes on a month’s tour of one niters 
at a price considerably over last 
year’s. Starts off with seven con- | 


secutive Tom Archer ballroom dates, | 


and is also set for Kansas City Play- 
more, Sept. 18, where he broke all | 
records last year. 

Consolidated Radio Artists setting | 
deals. 





Lishon in San Antonio 


San Antonio, Aug. 10. 


Henri Lishon and 


his orchestra | 


opened a limited engagement at the | 


Gunter Hotel Aug. 7. The combo 
succeeds Ken Moyer’s band. 


Dancer and vocalist is Mary Jane 
Dodd. 


| 


Petrillo Imposes Six-Day Week On 
Cafes, Hotels, Niteries, Ballrooms 





ABELES’ POWWOWS 


With Selznick - Goldwyn 
Group for Robbins 


Confers 


Hollywood, Aug. 10. 
J. T. Abeles, attorney for the 
Metro-Robbins music interests, made 


the rounds of the studio legalists, 
while here, setting groundwork for 
future music deals. Copyright law- 
yer, from N. Y., came here from 
Frisco where he had consummated a 
$75,000 music buyup by Robbins- 
Metro of the S. F. firm, Sherman, 
Clay & Co. He returned to N.Y. 
over the weekend. 

Among others Abeles spoke to was 
the Selznick-Goldwyn group with 
view to tying up United Artists for 
Robbins song publishing exclusivity. 
Robbins already has a deal with 
Walter Wanger, a UA associate pro- 
ducer, 


ASBURY PARK 
BOOKS NAMES 


For remainder of summer season 
with exit of Rudy Bundy’s crew on 
Aug. 26, Walter Reade’s Casino at 
Asbury Park, N. J., will revert to 
name policy, but on much larger 
scale, Heretofore a weekend name 
band stand, spot will up to a name-a- 
night policy with super labels re- 
served for the weekends during va- 
cation month. 

Cab Calloway is set for Aug. 14 
with Ted Lewis on Aug. 21 and Sally 
Rand on Aug. 27. Latter starts off 
the daily name policy for which 
booker Charlie Shribman is now ar- 
ranging. Casa Loma band is one of 
first slated so far. 

Bundy exits after nine-week stay 
for a two-week stand at Iriquois 
Gardens, Louisville, Ky., opening 
Aug. 29. Band has been going it 
alone nearly all summer since name 
biz was discarded, averaging about 
8,000 admissions weekly on reduced 
ticket of .40 and .55 from original 
price of $1.10. After Louisville date 
Bundy returns to Levaggi’s, Boston, 
from whence it originated, opening 
Sept. 19 with a new Mutual wire. 








Chicago, Aug. 10. 
Starting on Labor Day (Sept. 6) 
the Chicago Federation of Musicians 
will enforce a six-day week ruling, 
taking in all cafes, hotels, niteries 
and dance halls. 


This ruling has been effective for 
some time as to theatres, with the 
theatres in town replacing with a 
new set of pit musicians for each 
seventh week, rather than one day 
in each week, 


While the nite spots have not yet 
indicated how they will take care 
of this six-day ruling, it is likely 
that the dance spots will use the 
policy of giving the musicians one 
day rest in seven, rather than one 
week out of seven weeks. Will likely 
substitute one or two men in the 
band every day through the week, 
so that there are always a big ma- 
jority of the regular band members 
on the stand every night. 





42c Bargain Matinee 


Seattle, Aug. 10. 


Ted Fio-Rito at Trianon ballroom 
(John Savage) Friday and Saturday, 
with 42c. bargain dance matinee Sat- 
urday, did fine business, 


Dancegoers also got a chance to 
step to Glen Gray’s music Thursday 
at Senator Ballroom, Scaled at 75c.- 


$1, 
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Two New Hits! 


“OVER NIGHT” 


and 


“MY SECRET 
LOVE AFFAIR” 


From the forthcoming 20th 
Century-Fox Musical, ‘“THIN 
ICE,” starring Sonja Henle 
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A great musical score from MGM's production featuring the MARX BROS, 


The swell score, by Gus Kahn, 


TOMORROW IS ANOTHER DAY 
AMESSAGE FROM THE MAN IN THE MOON 
ALL GOD'S CHILLUN GOT RHYTHM 
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VAUDE—NITE CLUBS—~BURLESQUE 


Wednesday, August 11, 





Izy Hirst’s 27-Week Wheel Ready 


Next Wk.; Vaude Acts But no Strip 


Wheel burlesque, which this year 
effects a title change and will be 
known as the Izzy Hirst Circuit in- 
stead of the Independent Burlesque 
Circuit, as formerly, will get under 
way next week with 27 weeks and 
as many houses and shows. 

Hirst, who heads the circuit and 
has just returned from a field tour, 
is hopeful that three houses will 
be added by Sept. 15, making a 30 
week route this season, as against 
20: last year. 

Shows will carry 12 principals, 16 
line girls and two or three vaude 
acts, but no. strippers. Latter was 
decided upon this week by Hirst and 
his associate producers, thus avoid- 
ing the necessity of changing shows 


in spots tight on censorship, which | 


they figure would generally gum 
things up. Another angle is that all 
shows will be thoroughly sapolioed 
before going out and an inside cen- 
sership will keep them that way to 
avoid trouble: 

Ne List Yet 


Neither producer list nor shows are 


ready, but looks like they'll throw | 


a bunch of stock burley titles into 
a hat and take their pick, as usual. 
Allan Lipscott, radio scripter, has 
been commissioned to hype up dated 
bits and write new ones for the 
shows. 

Only bex-office name certain for 
the wheel at this time is Billy (Beef 
Trust) Watson, who will project and 
appear in Billy Watson’s ‘Chicken 
Farm, having a new version of 
‘Krausmeyer’s Alley” and ‘Bashful 
Venus.” For the new setup Watson 
is scrapping his former fat lassies 
for bantams. 

Circuit opens its season at the 
Rialto, Chicago, Aug. 13. Additional 
houses are Casino, Toronto; Gayety, 
Mitwaukee; Gayety, Baltimore; Old 
Howard, Boston; Keith’s, Indian- 
apolis; Gayety, Washington; Garrick, 
St. Louis; National, Louisville; 
Gayety, Cincinnati; Capitol, Toledo; 
Casino, Pittsburgh; Empire, Newark; 
Jacques, Waterbury, Conn.; Roxy, 
Cleveland; Gayety, Detroit. 


All above houses will reopen next | 
week and the week following. open- | 


ing dates contingent on setting of 
routes and readiness ef shows. 
Opening dates have noi been de- 


termined yet for Brooklyn, Phila- | 


delphia, one-nighters in Pennsyl- 
vania, Rochester and Union City, 
N. J. It is expected the latter will 
open early in September. 

With each of the shows carrying 
two or more vaude acts as strength- 
eners, the circuit will provide an 
outlet for nearly 60 acts. 

As for strippers, some of the 
houses may toss in name peeiers to 
hypo business in liberal spots, but 
if so, they'll be doing it on their 
own two ways, financial and re- 
sponsibitity. 





| Belfrage Exposes | 





(Continued from page 5) 





out of the side of their mouths as 
if it were a nice legal runaround, 
when the fact is you can get the 
same information at the cost of the 
stamp. The government will give 
you printed instructions how to leave 
the country and come back legally— 
all in one day. 

The only obstacle in the way of 
fulfilling quota conditions is money, 
and anybody who has enough fo pay 
an agent $1,000 so that he might split 
50-50 with an immigrant counselor 
has enough to fulfill the govern- 
ment’s conditions without having to 
spend a cent. 

Far from having to. get way back 
at the end of the line to get into 
the U. S. A., any alien eligible for a 
quota stands practically alone these 
days. Only two countries, Turkey 
' and Greece, fulfilled their quotas last 
|year. And of 150,000 eligible from 
, all countries, only 20,000 came. Eng- 
land, for instance, used up only 3% 
| of its quota. 





The Chiz 


Sample of how the immigration 
, counselors work on the fears of the 
visitors is the case of a studio cam- 
jeraman. He was native-born him- 
iself, but his wife had come from 
Canada. The Canadian quota {Is 
large and easier than most. His agent 
|immediately started to move in to 
|help, and soon learned that the 
cameraman’s wife wasn’t sure 
whether she had been born in Can- 
ada or had come from England when 
a baby of three months. The immi- 
gration counselor immediately bal- 
looned that up into the cause celebre 
of the century. It would take at least 
1,000 bucks to square that, in his 
opinion. 

The cameraman told his troubles 
to some scribes and it all seemed 
very screwy to them. They called 
up the agent and immediately the 
| Cameraman was called back by the 
|agent saying that no more money 





| would be needed. But he didn’t get | 


| back the original $250 he advanced. 


own quota number all that was re- 
| quired of him was to take a pleas- 
| ant automobile trip from Los Angeles 
to Tia Juana and return. 

| If you are abroad and want to get 
a quota number, see the American 
consul anywhere you happen to be. 
If you fulfill the quota. conditions, 
he is bound by law to give you a 
quota number and nobody in Amer- 
ica can help yeu until you are here 
—not even John Farr Simmons, head 
of the quota division of the State 
Department. 

So you can see where an immi- 
gration counsel rates in this setup. 
In a civilized country, says Belfrage, 
neither the immigration counselor 
|mor agent could, or should, get a 
|'quota number—for himself. 
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Stripteasery Temple 


Converting to Garage 
Baltimore, Aug. 10. 

The Palace, once town’s best bur- 
lesque house, will be torn down to 
permit construction of a garage. Built 
to accommodate shows of old Em- 
pire wheel, house later switched to 
Columbia. Several attempts at vaude 
and stock failed including an am- 
bitious undertaking two years ago 
by Minsky with stripperoos. 

The Gayety, now only burly spot 
here, will open late in August. Hon. 
Nickels, after a succesful season last 
year, will again operate, playing road 
shows. 


N. Y. BURLEY BIZ 
UP AS STRIP 
RETURNS 


Apollo and Ettinge theatres, sur- 
viving burleys in N. Y., are going 
along to somewhat improved biz, due 
to turnabout and going back to old 
burlesque formula. Both houses are 
getting better play afternoons than 
evenings. 

Both houses are giving consider- 
able marquee display to their fea- 
tured femmes, erstwhile strippers, 
and still going for modified strips. 
Ann Corio, spotted at the Apollo, is 
given double billing in the electrics, 
one sign of 24-inch letters occupying 
the house board and smaller displays 
on the house marquee: Margie Hart, 
augmenting the Eltinge stock and 
doing her usual strip. is also given 
solo billing. Looks like both houses 
are convinced that the strippers are 
still all they’ve got to offer. 

Miss Corio is in her third week 
at the Apollo and vamps Friday (13), 
when Georgia Sothern goes in. Cast 
changes this week have the Havels 
out ofter three weeks, with Peggy 
Calvert, torch songstress, and George 
Walsh, formerly with the Yacht Club 
Boys, bridging the gap. 


ORIENTAL, N. Y., BACK 
TO BURLEY IN SEPT. 


Oriental, N. Y., which did a fade- 
out several weeks ago after a try 
with a colored musical policy, will 
revert to type when reopening Sept. 
3 with subjugated burley. 

House is having its stage enlarged 
and a movable band pit constructed 
during the shuttered period. 

Gayety and Minsky’s Republic are 
also figured to reopen with burley 
Sept. 3. 


Gene Austin Grabbed 
For Back Alimony 


Chicago, Aug. 10. 

Gene Austin was arrested Wednes- 
day (4) afternoon after his perform- 
ance at Oriental theatre here on a 
writ of ne exeat under which he is 
required to make a $5,000 bond or 
go to jail for nonpayment of ali- 
mony. 

Writ was issued on petition of 
Mrs. Katherine Rosenbaum, Austin’s 
divorced wife, and prevents him 
from leaving Illinois until he has 
paid $6,200 allegedly due wife for 
support of their daughter, Ann. 

Divorce decree was granted in 


Jack Denay’s Tour 


Chicago, Aug. 10. 

After eight-week build-up over 
WGN-Mutual while at Drake here, 
Jack Denny closes Aug. 26, to do a 
tour of one niters. First four dates 
will be on Tom Archer ballroom cir- 
cuit, starting Aug. 28 with Omaha, 
and following on consecutive nights 
with Sioux City, Sioux Falls, and 
DesMoines. Plays Waukegan Sept. 
2, and Rockford 5, with other dates 
being set. 

Handled by Consolidated Radio 
Artists. 

















Burley Exploitation 

Surviving burley houses, Apollo 
and Eltinge, are in hot competition 
for what biz is still around. 

Eltinge has a flock of men under 
giant caricatures parading the 
streets, while the Apollo is making a 
strong bid for femme trade via news- 
paper coupon advertising with clip 
and a dime admitting femmes at ali 
performances, 


——y 


| Night Club Reviews 





BENNY THE BUM’S 


(PHILADELPHIA) 
Philadelphia, Aug. 10. 

With cover and minimum both 
off for suntan season, biz perking 
up a little at Benny's, although 
waiters still sometimes finding it 
necessary to talk to themselves to 
shun off the dozes, That's not con- 
fined to this spot, however, for all 
the Philly quencheries are getting 
plenty of one-twos as result of 
spenders’ weekly trips to the shore. 





Quantity of entertainment has} 
been well-shaved, for lean months. | 
Program runs about 25 minutes, with | 


the better quality of lower-price 
acts. 

Musie tooted by _ satisfactory- 
enough eight-piece local outfit, 
christened, for lack of something 
better, Benny’s Troubadors. Mas- 
tering ceremonies accomplished by 
Frank Hall. Without reflecting on 


Hall, better choice could have been 
made for the spot. Show lacks novel- 
ty act or humor. Emcee who 
could jack up the comedy end would 
be a real asset. Hall is a fair 
singer and brings on acts in okay 


manner. However, he lacks color 
and personality which this show 
begs for. 

Opener is a tapper, Muriel 
Thomas. Femme has some neat 
routines and can handle brogues 
plenty. Could improve general re- 


ception by dressing more strikingly 
and bringing on a grin without so 
much exertion. 

Ballroom pair, Rose and Ray Lite, 
follow. They’re really the strength 
of the show, doing a turn here and | 
one next to close. In first appear- 





Nitery Placements 


Rosalyn and Seville, Lois Nixon, 
Ross-Fenton Farms, Asbury Park, 
N. J., set by Harry Kilby. 

King’s Jesters and Marjorie Whit- 
ney, Blossom Heath Inn, Detroit. 
Set by CRA. 

Jane Pickens does a one-nighter 
at the Piccadilly Hotel, N. Y., Aug. 
14. 

Evelyn Ran and Fred Cameron, 
Cocoanut Grove Roof, Park Central, 
N. Y. 

Alice Dawn followed Irene Beas- 
ley at Ben Marden’s Riviera, Fort 
Lee, N. J. 

Peggy Strickland, singer, added to 
the Chateau Moderne, N. Y., revue. 

Wini Shaw holding over at Riley’s, 
Saratoga Springs, N. Y. 

Arthur Boran, CBS mimic-com- 
edian, currently m.c.’ing at the Tro- 
cadero Club, West End, N. J. 

Sophie Tucker headlining at Pip- 
ing Rock, Saratoga Springs, N. Y. 
Gomez and Winona, Peter Higgins 
and Vincent Lopez's orch also at 
same spot. 

Alan Cross and Henry Dunn top 
new floor show at Riley’s Lake 
House, Saratoga, N. Y., following 
Wini Shaw, who will trek to Holly- 
wood for pix stint. 

Mary Burton and Dotty Deane into 
the Ritz Gardens, Atlantie City, N. J. 


| Affable N. Y. 
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new attitude, in relations with the 
out-of-towners, has become a bit of 
a habit of late. 

Only New Yorkers know with 
what stance some of the natives (in 
majority, transplanted from other 
cities to the Big Burg) look upon 
all non-New Yorkers. It ranges 
from calling them icky to Babbitts. 

Visiting firemen from all parts of 
the globe have been pouring in and 
tourist agencies today acknowledge 
Manhattan’s ascendancy to this new 
classification. And it constitutes a 
builder-upper for the big town’s 
show business. “Doubtlessly the 2c 
railroad fare and other inexpensive 
modes of transportation have been 
big aides in this upswing. 

In the past Manhattan was known | 
to those in the provinces largely for 
its skyscrapers, its costliness and the 
aloof attitude towards strangers. 
The change in recent years has been 
chameleon-like. Cost of an outing 
to N. Y. now fits any person’s lim- 
ited pocketbook. Usual stand-offish- 
ness of a huge metropolis’ popula- 
tion has been shaded through the 
efforts to secure the maximum of 
this visiting trade. 

And Radio City, known to most 
isolated radio listeners in all sec- 
tions of America through constant 
repeating of name on National 
Broadcasting programs, is offered on 
a platter as the top tourist attraction 
of the U. S. Mount Vernon, its 


ance do a waltz and then a rhumba. 
Make neat appearance, working in 
formal dress, and are accomplished 


te rs. 

tee Bartel, okay looking torch 
songstress, comes next and does 
nicely with vocals, especially ‘Lov 
to Keep Me Warm.’ 

Sasha Leonoff, allegedly Russian 
accordionist, follows with instru- 
mentals adeptly. 

Muriel Thomas returns with an- 
other sweli routine, this time more 
arty, and then the Lytes in the 
snappy ‘Bugle Call” M. C. Hall 
finales the bill with three manly 
warble-works, which are very okay, 
but somewhat hampered by defec- 
tive amplification. Herb. 


TELLER HOUSE 


Central City, Colo., Aug. 9 
The Central City Night club, ope- 
rated seven nights during the three- 
week’s run of ‘A Doll’s House’ at 
the old opera house, gave patrons 
many times their money’s worth in 
entertainment on the closing night. 
with Sheila Barrett giving more than 
she would even doing four a day, 
with all shows different, and mem- 
bers of the cast, the wife of one, 
and the pianist all doing their bit. 
For the first time in the six years 
the nitery is said to have paid a 
profit. Nearly every night this year 
has been a sellout, due to the pres- 
ence of Miss Barrett. 


Miss Barrett not only did three 
long shows in the three hours, a 
tough job in the altitude, but acted 
as m.c. for the others. She proved a 
real trouper and was ai her best, 
with liberal applause and bouquets 
her reward. 

Miss Barrett gave plenty, starting 
with Lionel Barrymore singing 
‘Minnie the Moocher,’ then Katharine 
Cornell as she would sing ‘Goody- 


Goody’; she admitted she couldn’t 
sing in introducing the part of a 
night club girl singing ‘Million 


Thanks to You’; then Zazu Pitts 
conferring with Will Hays on censor- 
ship—a bit with a cracker on it; a 
‘You’re Not the Type’ bit; she casts 
the leads in ‘Gone With the Wind’— 
Fannie Brice as Scarlett O’Hara and 
W. C. Fields as Rhet Butler; Greta 
Garbo making a personal appearance 
at a night club, also doing a bit of 
‘Camille’; ‘Speakeasy Girl,’ speak- 
easy during prohibition—‘Hamlet’ 
with Bert Lahr and Lynne Fon- 
taine—a little too far fetched, and a 
takeoff on the third act of ‘A Doll's 
House,’ with the cast getting a 
thump out of it. 

With Miss Barrett doing the m.c., 
members of the cast of ‘Doll's House’ 
put on a show af their own. Inga 
Hill clicked in vocalizing ‘Without a 
Song’ and ‘Deep River.’ Hope Lan- 
din did ‘The Chicken Woman,’ Sam 
Jaffe did Russian ‘The Fiea’ story— 
the crowd needed only a brief ex- 
planation and his motions told the 
rest; Lillian Taiz (Mrs. Jaffe) sang 
until she was too hoarse to go on— 
Russian folk song, ‘Faust’ bit, an 
American chorus girl doing ‘Car- 
men’ with a white tablecloth for a 
gown; and Helen Morgan singing 
‘My Bill’—and the crowd wanted 
more, 

Miss Barrett, as if she had not 
given enough, responded to demands 
for her skit of the southern girl do- 
ing N. Y. night clubs. She then Jed 
the crowd in singing ‘Auid Lang 
Syne’ and crowd started thinning 
out so the doors could be locked for 
another year. Rose. 
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nearest competitor, releases no fig-| 
ures on its attendance but it’s highly | 
dubious if it will reach the 2,000,000 | 
visitors expected to take the six 





tours of Radio Cily this year. 
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AFA Launches Campaign to Organize 
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Nitery Field, First the Class Spots 








American Federation of Actors, 
heretofore active chiefly in vaude, 
will begin an intensive drive to or- 
ganize the nitery field. Like the 
other member groups of the Asso- 
ciated Actors and Artistes of Amer- 
ica, the organization has been busy 
in the last few weeks with the re- 
alignment of the parent body. 

Ralph Whitehead, AFA secretary, | 
has been in Chicago, but is expected 
back in New York this week. 


Understood he intended looking 
over the nitery ground there, as 
well as lining up the Chicago drive 
for membership and settling a juris- 
dictional.fuss in the circus field. 

According to Whitehead, the AFA 
does not plan a widespread assault 
on the nitery front. Accompanying 
the campaign for new members, the 
organization will contact individual 
niteries in New York and other key 
cities, picking out the larger spots 
and seeking agreements regarding 
salaries and working conditions. 
AFA closed shop pacts, while the 
ultimate aim, will not be attempted 
at first. Federation already has 
agreements with several of the lead- 
ing niteries in New York and White- 
head doesn’t anticipate trouble with 
the top spots here or in other towns. 

Although the AFA has no work- 
ing agreements with other per- 
former groups, it’s figured in good 
position to carry out a gradual or- 
ganization of the nitery field un- 
aided, if necessary. AFA doesn’t re- 
veal its numerical strength, but 
claims its membership includes 
nearly all the top names in the busi- 
ness. Idea is that in case of a battle 
with any leading nitery, the weight 
of those b.o. draws would be a de- 
ciding factor. 

New angle on the AFA-nitery 
situation, however, is the revised 
Four A’s setup. Where that vitally 
affects the Federation is in the ex- 
pressed aim of the vitalized parent 
body to work out a system of close 
tie-ups between the member groups, 
working agreeents and with inter- 
changeability of membership cards. 
That and the proposed co-operative 
deal between the AAAA groups and 
the International Alliance of Thea- 
trical Stage Employees and the 
American Federation of Musicians 
would give the AFA a potent 
weapon with which to enter a cam- 
paign against niteries. 


Saranac Lake 


By Happy Benway 











Melitta Brunner and Hedy Stenuf, 
aces of figure skating; topping the 
ice carnival at Lake Placid. 


Ray Ketchem ‘Loew, Inc.) mas- 
tered three stages of that rib op. 
now residing at 39 Ampersand Ave. 
and doing great. 


Boerner, from Chicago, arrived 
here and taking to the ozone O.K. 


Morris Gould, Erie, Pa., has en- 
tered the Will Rogers hosp. 


Edith Lemlich ‘(Warnerite) had 
her first Pneumo-thorax routine and 
taking it well. 


Coming and going: Jack Hirsch to 
New York...Kate Smith to Lake Pla- 
cid. Bobby Graham to Hamilton, Ont. 
...Henry Berlinghoff (Morris office) 
to Camp Intermission...Bert Ford 
back here...George Anderson to 
Montreal...Mrs. Ray Ketchem here 
...-Russ Kelly to Lake Placid. ..The 
Buster Holts to New York...Murray 
Salet to Atlantic City. 

‘Doc’ Baker’ recuperating at 
Spring Lake, Mich. 

Jack Edwards (Edwards & Dar- 
rell) making the grade coke at Will 
Rogers hosp. 


+ 








Dr. Karl Fischell (Will Rogers 
Hosp.) sailing for Germany for a| 
three month look-see, to find out} 


why ‘they can't get out of bed | 
sooner.’ | 
Chance’s down-town nitery folded | 
due to bad biz. 
Write to these whom you know in) 
Saranac and elsewhere who are 
Sick, 


A F.A.’s Boston Branch 


Boston, Aug. 10. 
Headquarters for the American 
Federation of Actors were opened 
at 230 Tremont street with an open 
house party. 
Tom Senna, Jr., 
Horace McNab were hosts. 


| 
| 
| 
| 


| 


Benny Goodman Tops 
Paramount Band Poll 


Retention of Benny Goodman at 
the head of the procession marks the 
latest tabulation in Paramount thea- 
tre’s band popularity voting contest. 
Goodman and his 


Swingsters are 


| more than 1,000 votes ahead of Guy 
| Lombardo, with 7,542 total, 


Lom- 
bardo has polled 6,209 ballots. Shep 
Fields is a warm third, with 5,721 
votes. 

Phil Spitalny, whose band now is 
current at the Paramount, has 
grabbed 4,713 votes. Eddy Duchin 
is fifth. Horace Heidt, comparative- 
ly new to the east and never hav- 
ing played the Par, is next with 
3,862. 

Others finished in the following 
order: Glen Gray, Fred Waring, Hal 
Kemp, Ozzie Nelson, Tommy Dorsey, 
Mal Hallett, Clyde Lucas, George 
Hall, Rudy Vallee, Emery Deutsch, 
Wayne King, Andre Kostelanetz, 
Richard Himber, Ina Ray Hutton, 
Bunny Berrigan, Ray Noble, Bob 
Crosby, Jan Garber, Louis Arm- 
strong, Jimmy  Lunceford, Ben 
Bernie, Russ Morgan, Cab Calloway, 
Kay Kyser, Clyde McCoy, Chick 
Webb and Xavier Cugat. 


600 DANCING MASTERS 
OF AM. CONVENE IN D.C. 


Washington, Aug. 10. 

The Dancing Masters of America, 
some 600 strong and determined to 
make the U. S. ‘dance-conscious’ if 
they wear their feet off, adjourned 
a seven-day convention here at noon 
Saturday (7), convinced they had 
had not only a satisfactorily educa- 
tional time but a lot of fun to boot. 

Previous to the actual convention, 
about 200 of the hardiest terpsichore 
teachers had been through a two- 
week ‘normal school,’ in which they 
turned themselves into pupils for 
daily instruction in higher dance 
arts at $80 for the course. 


tion was the order of the morning 
and afternoon during the conven- 
tion also, although it was a dif- 
ferent set of super-teachers, classes 
were more on a mass scale and the 
tariff was only $10, including admis- 
sion to all convention activities. 

Not only did the Capital press go 
overboard publicizing the conven- 
tion, but probably for the first time 
in history the Mayflower hotel, 
smartest in town, allowed bare- 
legged ladies to virtually take over 
the lobby. (They were supposed to 
stick to the east end, but nobody 
seemed to care.) Among the eve- 
ning affairs, which were strictly 
‘social,’ was an International Ball at 
which about 200 Capital diplomats 
accepted invitations to come and see 
how dancers get that way. 

Officers elected for the ensuing 








Instruc- 


“year were Mrs. Montie Beach, Hous- 


ton, Texas, president; Leroy H. 
Thayer, Washington; Joshua _ T. 
Cockey, Baltimore; Jack Bowman, 


Pittsburgh; Julia Harper, Richmond, 
v.p.’s; Walter U. Soby, Hartford, sec.; 
and Ernest Ryan, Los Angeles, new 
member of board of directors. Next 
convention set for New Orleans. 





VAUDE VICE UNITS 








Shea’s, Toronto, Loew’s, Montreal, 
Favoring Acts 
Shea’s, Toronto, and  Loew’s, 


Montreal, which last season played 
house productions, will go in strictly 
for occasional, spot-booked 
tions this fall. Charles J. Freeman 
is booking the houses out of the 
Paramount office in N. Y. First show 
in each spot, both of which dropped 
vaude early this summer, will open 
Sept. 3. 

Harry Anger, producer for the 
houses last season, is now associated 


with the Irving Mills office in N. Y. | 


in staging units. 





Harold Leonard’s New Orc 


Harold Leonard has severed with 
MCA and his organizing a new 
‘streamline’ dance band, 


Leonard just closed at the Mon- 


attrac- 





| (Tough on Ears! 





St. Louis, Aug. 10. 

‘Leather lunged’ crooners who 
entertain in beer gardens and 
niteries where their voices can 
be easily heard during summer 
weather are to be cracked down 
on by local gendarmes., 

Excise Commissioner Law- 
rence McDaniel, during past 
fortnight, received many com- 
plaints that crooners are do- 
ing their stuff after closing 
hours and are creating a dis- 
tinct menace to sleepers. 

Beefs have been forwarded 
to Maj. Albert Bond Lambert, 
pres. of Police Board, who 
promises his cops will stop 
crooners after closing hour. 
Same goes for tooters who be- 
come a bit too fortissimo. 











THE OLD STORY: 
THERE AINT 
NO ACTS 


London, Aug. 2. 

Novelties, whether for vaudeville 
or niteries, are still as scarce in 
England as ever. Americans would 
like to import as many English nov- 
elties as they can, but there is noth- 
ing available. Result is that pro- 
ducers and agents are compelled to 
bring back American acts who have 
been away from home for some 
time; the longer they have been 
away the better. 

Dick Henry is bringing back the 
Lei Foun troupe, six Chinese who 
were a standard in America some 
six years ago as the Dack Shing 
troupe. Rigoletto Bros. are another 
American act which has been away 
so long that it can now be billed 
as a European novelty. Wilson, Kep- 
pel and Betty, another American 
act going back through the William 
Morris office, has been here nearly 
five years and should prove a nov- 
elty for the younger Americans. 
Rebla, juggler, is the only English- 
man coming over, while there is a 
possibility that Betty Frankis, a per- 
sonality singer in some of Charlot’s 
revues, may be taken over. 

International Casino, New York, is 
in the same position. Looking for 
novelties, the only ones it could 
find are Bobby May and Gaudsmith 
Bros., both American standards. 
Even the Amette Sisters are Amer- 
ican girls who were first sent to 
London by Dick Henry to play at 
the Prince of Wales theatre. 


SEPIA CLUB'S SATURDAY 
NITES FOR OFAYS ONLY 


Atlanta, Aug. 10. 

Top Hat, Atlanta’s only colored 
nitery, now reserves every Saturday 
night for white patrons only. Dine 
and dance place offers two floor 
shows nightly, featuring Stuff and 
Business, dancers; Little Jesse Haw- 
kins, singer; Mary Shaw and line of 
Top Hat Girls. Spot has been using 
name bands when available and 
couvert is 75c. 

With times getting better Atlanta 
hotels have been catering to the 
night trade. Gus Lazarb and dance 
orch hold forth in the Ansiey Hotei 
Rathskeller for nightly terping until 
lam. Dinners go as low as $1 with 
/no cover charge. 

Henry Grady Hotel’s Spanish 
Room has dancing from 7:30 to mid- 
night, with Harry Hearn’s band 
holding forth. ‘Music charge’ of 40c 
goes on each check of less than $1 
per person on Monday through Fri- 
day, while Saturday after 9 p.m. 
minimum charge per person is $1.50. 











' Bouche May Run New 





Chicago, Aug. 10. 


| Several deals are pending for re- | 


,opening of the Casino Parisien 
| (French Casino) jn the Hotel Mor- 
rison. Casino has been dark since 
June. 

One of the talked-about 
would bring Albert Bouche, operator 
|} Of the suburban Villa Venice, into 
ithe Casino as operator and partner. 
| Understood Bouche would produce 
| shows and run the nitery, under 





the new tag of Town Casino, with | 
Lou Morgan and | signeur, N. Y., which reverted to | Bouche to get salary and split ©n| sicians already on a strike, but doing 
}; Chateau Moderne, former tag. 


| the profits. 


Town Casino, Chicago | 


setups | 





Michigan Extends 


Niteries’ Whoopee 
Detroit, Aug. 10. 

Extra half hour of grace, plus ex- 
tra two hours Saturday’ nights, have 
been allowed Michigan - nocturne 
spots, effective last week. Extra time 
is expected to provide needed shot 
in arm for local spots, wrestling with 
heat and open-air dance emporiums. 

From now on niteries will be per- 
mitted to sell drinks till 2 a.m., with 
allowance of half hour to clear spots 
of patrons. The later curfew will 
also apply to Saturday nights, big- 
gest biz night of the week, which 
heretofore was affected by midnight 
curfew. 

Meanwhile board officials studied 
a plan of zoning dry and wet dis- 
tricts in Detroit, with view to cut- 
ting number of licenses. This will go 
into effect next May, when licenses 
come up for renewal, and it’s under- 
stood number will be slashed at least 
one third. All sorts of gambling 


banned from drinking spot premises. 


JACK DEMPSEY’S SPOT 
OPPOSITE N. Y. DEPOT 


Belmont Bar, fliv East 42d street 
beergarden (opposite Grand Central 
Station), becomes Jack Dempsey’s 
East Side Bar & Grill. 

Dave Amron and Louis Brooks 
will be associated with Dempsey. 
Both previously connected with 
Dempsey’s restaurant opposite the 
Madison Sq. Garden, N. Y. 


© 15 YEARS AGO @ 


(From Vanrirry and Clipper) 

















Possible merger of Goldwyn and 
First Nat. declared off. Latter com- 
pany was to have been physical 
distributor for Goldwyn pix. 





Vineent Lopez brought his band 
into the N. Y. Palace and upset the 
bill. The two nominal headiners, 
Arnold Daly and Florence Walton, 
had to be shunted to the first part 
to make proper spot for his smash. 





George LeMaire was doing the 
dentist and osteopath bits in vaude 
and currently saving the show at the 
8lst St., N. Y. 





Vera Gordon at the Majestic, Chi. 
At that time she was the No. 1 
mother of the screen and a knockout. 
Sketch a poor one, as usual. 





Gus Edwards and Harry Carroll 
both offering revues at the Orpheum, 
’Frisco. Sufficiently different not to 
conflict, 





Some carnivals had tried to re- 
form, but business so poor they had 
to revert to the grift. 





Special performance of Chauve 
Souris at swank Southampton, L. I. 
Theatre specially built at a cost of 
$12,000 for the single performance. 
Boxes seating six were $100. No 
single chairs available, 





Will A. Page, theatrical press 
agent, suing Sam Goldwyn for $2,500. 
Was to have ghosted on a 50-50 split, 
but Goldwyn, he claimed, reneged 
when friends told him he should get 
a better cut. 








Keith booking agents in a new 
pact not to steal each other's acts. 
|Old rule restored 
| change of agents. 





| Peggy Joyce was threatening to 
make her own pictures. Did not 
, carry the idea through. 

| Walton roof, Philly, paying Lillian 
_ Lorraine $2,500 a week, 

} qomnenuaha 


Negro shows on the downbeat. Had 


| been coming up strong, but too many | 


! ‘ 
| poor productions hurt them all. 


Labor troubles in N. Y. theatres. 


| 
| 
| 
| 


| Stage hands resisting managerial de- | 
mand for a cut in salaries and mu- | 


| little hurt. 


boards and machines also have been | 


=— | 


Excess Income Taxes Has Radio, 
Pix Names Shying at P. A. Dates: 
Reason Why Bookers Are Stymied 


Chicago, Aug. 10. 

Vaudeville agents here have had a 
long standing theory that the one 
thing needed to up vaudeville 
grosses is top bracket names. Last 
week, they watched Martha Raye at 
the Chicago prove that theory. 
Which proof gave them a lot of self- 
satisfaction but nothing else, as the 
facts are now as they have been: 
Top notch names can’t and won't be 
inveigled into leaving N. Y. or the 
Coast. 

Even though such performers are 
the one thing which would put 
vaudeville back on the map, it’s 
pretty generally accepted that both 
picture and radio names are a thing 
of the past as far as Chicago is con- 
cerned. And the answer is taxes. 

Some agents have even made trips 
to the Coast, thinking that if letters 
and wires couldn’t line up stars, 
maybe a gabfest would. In every 
case, they came back empty handed. 

It seems 


that whenever a name 
plays a couple weeks, its income 
class goes up another notch, and 


both salary and a fork-full or the 
reserve goes to the government. 
Thus, the more money they're of- 
fered, the less they want the job. 

If it doesn’t actually cost them 
money to piay a date, then it leaves 
them so little that their health is 
worth more. Out of $10,000, less 


| taxes, less commissions, a performer 


winds up with $2,000 and circled 
eyes, which most of them think isn’t 
enough considering how hard they're 
working on picture and radio jobs 
already. 

Nixes $15,000 a Week 


Understood that almost every 
name of consequence has been ap- 
proached and each has given a no- 
soap answer. Jack Benny is said to 
have been offered $15,000 for a week 
at the Chicago here, and refused. 
Joe E. Brown has had repeated of- 
fers of big money for personal ap- 
pearances, but, if he has to pay the 
government for working, he'd prefer 
to do it in a way he enjoys. So he’s 
around town, guesting as a baseball 
announcer and instructor on the 
WJJD-Kellogg baseball school. So 
far he’s taught 35,000 kids, but nixes 
any footlight offers. 

Carole Lombard, W. C. Fields, Ty- 
rone Power, Fred Astaire, Ginger 
Rogers—anybody and everybody is 
wanted in this town, but it’s no go, 

When first put into effect, the tax 
situation was welcomed by the 
average standard vaudeville act, who 
felt that it would mean more work 
for them, Now, however, they're 
beginning to squawk that vaude- 
ville, as it is today, can’t hold up 
unless there’s draw ‘names’ on the 
marquee, 

Nudies kept ’em coming for a 
while. The standard turns are will- 
ing to do the entertaining and let 
the names yank ’em in and bow to 
‘em. But standard acts can’t be ex- 
pected to do more than entertain any 
more, 

Only class of names that’s an ex- 
ception to the policy in personal ap- 
pearances is bands. They’re willing 
and anxious to come, for being seen 
builds their reps in a big way. 





Cliff Fischer Back 
With New F. C. Show 


Clifford C. Fischer arrived Monday 
(9) from abroad with the new ‘Folies 
Bergere’ talent which reopens the 
French Casino Aug. 20 on Broadway. 





forbidding a| 


This beats the new International 
Casino’s premiere on Aug. 25 by sev- 
|eral days. Latter’s debut production 
staged by Pierre Sandrini and 
| Jacques Charles will likewise be a 
| Frenchified show. 

George Olsen who, with Lou 
' Brecker, and Joe Moss, are financial- 
ly in on the International Casino, got 
in Monday from Hollywood where he 
closed at the Los Angeles Ambas- 
sador’s Cocoanut Grove. Olsen will 
play the dansapation; Yascha Bun- 
chuk for the revue. 





MURIEL PAGE’S DALLAS TREK 
Chicago, Aug. 10. 

Muriel Page and her flame dance 
| to the Dallas Exposition to pick up 
three weeks starting on Friday (13) 
at the Road to Rio Village. 

Then back into vaude in Septem- 
, ber in Oklahoma City, St. Joseph. 
|and the Tower, Kansas City. 
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MUSIC HALL, N. Y. 


This week’s stage-show, labeled 
‘A Southern Rhapsody,’ vies for 
audience appreciation with even 
more reliance on the layout’s spec- 
tacle values than ordinarily. It’s a 
feast for the orbs scenically, but of 
the acts on display only one, Chuck 
and Chuckles, really aroused the 
mob. For the rest, the unveiling of 
the three separate stage dressings 
got almost as much applause. 

First portion displayed front ver- 
andah of the fictional ante bellum 
Deep South home, with the expected 
goateed Cunnel lounging in a chair 
sipping a julep, surrounded by the 
femme members of his family and 
a colored servant. Set, very lavish, 
was on upper tier downstage. Flor- 
ence Rogge’s ballet waltzed a nice | 
routine in front while soprano Rosa } 
Akersten accomped with a song. 

Next male chorus appeared in 
angels’ gowns and cleverly contrived 
halos and, paced by baritone Hudson 
Carmody, ran off some first-rate 
spiritualizing. Intro’ing the number 
was a saffron-skinned songstress, 
Hazel Diaz, who did a bit of a swing 
for contrast. Spotting of such a 
routine ahead of the sombre singing 
of the men did not work out too 
well.).There was the contrast, but 
the idea didn’t jell for the effective- 
ness sought, 

Chuck and Chuckles, colored 
rhythm tappers, put in some needed 
sparkle and splash when they 
bounced on with their lively hop- 
ping. They proved the punch the 
mob had been waiting for and 
stopped the show. Windup was fur- 
ther strengthened when the Rock- 
eites romped on for a brisk whirl. | 

Stage-show should have been | 
more lively to contrast, sustained | 








‘emotion of ‘Stella Dallas’ (UA) (re- | 
fviewed in Variety, July 28) on the, 
screen, 


Erno Rapee and his orch played a) 


ymedley of Stephen Foster airs as an | 
ppPverture. 


Didn’t prove as socky as | 
‘such a set has been before. Bert. 


CAPITOL, WASH. 


House evidently put very little | 


“work on this one and though it’s en- 


htertaining because of its pec- | 
‘formers audience can’t help being) 
‘conscious that it’s just straight 
cvaude—and only three acts of it— | 
eft to stand or fall on merits. Even) 
overture was omitted at show) 
‘caught, bill going straight from fea- , 
ture into news, trailers and footlight 
parade. : 

Opens with Don Francisco slack | 


termittently by members of the en- 
semble. 

Strolling on into one with his 
girls, Granlund gets show under way 
with smooth and effortless gagging 
as he hands out knockers to stub- 
holders and sending his femmes into 
the aisles to do likewise. Brings on 
Chester Fredericks for fast opening 
with session of hard shoe hoofing 
followed by Gladys Crane in vocal 
and adequate routine of tap stuff to 
‘I'm Bubbiing Over.’ 

The Three Sailors, next and per- 
fectly spotted, are usual sock with 
their gagging and tango travesty. 
Work throughout rest of doings from 
here on and give matters a consider- 
able lift at all times, particularly 
during attempted rendition of vocals 
by Christine Maple and Sonya Kat- 
larskaya that follow their spot. 

Two more specialties, by Chester 
Fredericks, back again with Joan 
Gray and Joan Gaylord giving out 
with a bumpy rhumba, precedes the 
Fur Fashion parade. 

As routined opening show, stint 
fell to Ruth Denning to vocal ‘Slap 
That Bass,’ a very lucky selection in 
this house because it brought Paul 
Spitzbarth of house orch down front 
te do his stuff. Combination got a 
real ovation and helped considerably. 

Marian Wilkins and Jack Walters 
next with two nicely sold ballroom 
routines and the roller skating Three 
Speeds, assisted by an oversized 
femme stooge brought up from audi- 
ence, bring matters to a very hilari- 
ous close. With Fur stuff included, 
doings ran an hour. A pretty long 
stretch, but the final curtain brought 


a rousing hand so N. T. G. must | 


have what it takes in this town. 
is ‘Big Shot.’ (RKO). 


PALACE, CHICAGO 


Chicago, Aug. 9. 


Film 
Burm. 


Good five-act line of acis here. | 
Makes a show that was thoroughly | 


enjoyed by a well-filled house at 
last performance on Friday, most of 
whom were in to see the flicker, 
‘Toast of New York’ (RKO). 


All of the acts fitted nicely into 


| their designated niches, and no single 
turn rates any special consideration 
| aside from the general review. For 


that reason they can be taken in 
order, starting with Van Cello, who 
opened the bill. Always a standard 
risley worker, Van Cello came 
through with a neat opening routine 


of foot-juggling.. Makes good ap- 
pearance, and had this audience 
breaking into spontaneous hand- 


smacking throughout act, especially 


his work with the barrels. Good nov- | 


wire turn. Fast footwork, picking up eliy turn that can fit on any show. 


handkerchief with mouth 
kneeling position and loosening the 
wire for a flash swinging finish 
make it satisfactory act. 
Next is Slim Timbli 
burst and fanfare on rk stage 
to wake ‘em up with his blank car- 
tridges. Armed with pulpit and 
telephone book, which get smatter- 
ing of applause when lights went up, 
he goes straight into ‘Garden of 
Egypt’ blackface sermon, haif of 
house reciting every gag under its 
breath with him a™i loving it. En- 
cores with two blackface stooges in 
wedding routine, just as surefire, 
and rides to three bows. 
Wind-up is Gus Arnheim’s Or- 
chestra, pleasing Arnheim fans and 
an adequate band act to the others. 
Highlight is easily the Four Rhythm 











Maniacs, topnotch bass-xylophone- 
guitar-Clarinet swing unit that gives 
the youngsters St. Vitus Dance. 
Ray Foster vocalizes ‘Looks Like 
Rain’ and Jane Robbins gives ’em 
‘Foolish Things,’ both oke but noth- 
ing extra. Arnheim takes over 
piano and spot during medley of his 
own stuff, winding up with ‘Sweet 
and Lovely’ to nice hand. 
touch of comedy is in ‘Merry-Go- 
Round Broke Down,’ warbled by 
girl with orch singing the breaks, 
and it’s ultra-restrained. ; 

Pic is ‘Topper’ (MG) and biz oke. 

Craig. 


HIPP, BALTIMORE 


Baltimore, Aug. 6. 

N. T. G. is making his fourth visit 

to the Hippodrome in not too long 
a lapse and except'‘for a few changes 
in specialties and girls is doing the 
same old act. Nota single new piece 

* of business or gag has been added to 
the routine that ought to be as fa- 
miliar to the stub holders here as 





| error, 





Only | 


from | Also fine stuff for the more sedate 
niteries. 


In the deuce the Eton Boys dem- 


on with | onstrated how tied they are to the 


microphone. Though they and the 
entire audience realized that the 
mike was dead for the first part of 
their act, the quartet still kept boop- 
a-dooping right into the dead mech- 
anism as if it were some kind of in- 
escapable magnet. They weren't sure 
enough of themselves to back away 
from the mike and chirp over the 
footlights when they got up against 
the dead p. a. system. Mike caught 
on later, however, and everything 
was hunky-dory. They warble some 
pop tunes, a novelty number and 
finish with “Tiger Rag,’ which they 
do nicely. 

Roughhouse but laugh-getters 
were Forsythe, Seamon and Farrell, 
back in the USA following a sojourn 
abroad. They make only one bad 
They stay on too long. Short- 
ening their turn by three minutes at 
the finish would make things hap- 
| pier for everybody concerned. Espe- 

cially unnecessary is the Irish song 
j and jig routine as a semi-encore. 
For the rest, however. it's good low- 
down laughs, based primarily on the 
‘avoirdupois of one of the girls. 





| Standard laugh material that they | 


sell robustly. 
_ Next to closing Vie Oliver turned 
in one of the sharpest clicks he’s 
ever had in his many appearances at 
this house. Has new material since 
| last around. and it was 


of tugging at the bottom of his coat. 
He’s doing it unconsciously, but it 
tends to become pretty irritating to 
the audience after the 198th tug. 

Plenty of appearance, a fine set of 
| routines and general air of youth and 
|} charm makes the final turn of Hol- 





‘The Music Goes Round and Round.’ | land and Hart, plus the single Edna 


Still. on opening show caught, the | Sedgwick a surefire number. 


They 


informal and sometimes lowdown m. |had this audience applauding into 


c. from the niteries of Broadway | the picture when caught. 


ably aided by the Three Sailors kept 
the amply filled auditorium laugh- 
ing and audibly responsive in appre- 

- ciation. And that, after all, is the 
test of any act. 

Staged in présentation style with 
orch on stage and accommodating 
an interpolated Fur Fashion. Revue 
tied into the doings, management 
solved mechanical problem nicely by 
utilizing an added platform built-in 

. over heads of musicians and reached 
_by central stairease to apron. Ar- 


__ rangement very handy in_ parading 


the fur clad models and lent itself 
to cabaret atmosphere further en- 


‘tianéed ‘by small tables and chairs 


spread across stage and occupied in- 


Holland 
and Hart have a fine airiness, plus 
a youthful approach to their ball- 


ence out of their seats. 
run through practically every type 
of dance number and also excellently 
done in a breezy, gay manner that 
was full of charm. showmanship and 
salesmanship. Miss Sedgwick has 
been around town many times, most 
recently at the Chez Paree, and has 
always made good, no matter whether 
it be a nitery or theatre. Tee num- 
ber and a tap routine make up the 
solid base of her act, and add to a 
full-fledged dance session that makes 
it worthy :of any theatre or nitery. 
Gold. 





room dancing that lifted this audi- | per with Candy and Coco swinging , 


Turn in a} fiddle to | 


PARAMOUNT, N. Y. 


Phil Spitalny’s all-girl crew com- 
plements ‘Artists and Modeis’ (Par) 
(reviewed in last week’s issue) cur- 
rently at this Broadway deluxer. 


A crack radio aggregation, this orch 
of 24 girl musicians, plus Maxine, 
Three Little Words and Dale Win- 
throp as specialties, is also tops on 
a rostrum. 

Around 45 minutes is consumed 
by the Spitalny outfit on the pit 
platform, and none of them are 
wasted. Several new arrangements 
are included in this maestro’s reper- 
toire and, rather novel for a girl or- 
chestra, the quality of the music is 
on par with the powerful showman- 
ship exuded by the Spitalny combo. 





Standouts are the ‘Second Hun- 
|garian Rhapsody’ and the finale 
| Ravel’s ‘Bolero,’ each topped off by 


| rhythmic arrangements. Then there's | 


| the glee club arrangement of ‘Merry- 
{Go-Round Broke Down,’ which in- 
icludes comedy dialectic bits by 
| three of the musicians and the sing- 
ing of -Maxine. Evelyn (that’s her 
| solo billing) contributes still another 
sock with her fiddling of ‘Stardust.’ 
Spitalny introes her as the band’s 
arranger and her work sounds plenty 
good. 

Girl harmony trios going in for 
comedy usually don’t pan out very 
| well, but the Three Little Words 
| belie this to some extent via their 
idelivery of ‘Frankie and Johnnie’ 
| as it would be sung at the Metopera. 
Result was that they tied up the 
| proceedings and included ‘Man of 
the Flying Trapeze’ for an encore. 
Solo song session is ably 
care of by Maxine, who, like the 
rest of the current aggregation ex- 
cept Dale Winthrop, is on the air 
| with Spitalny. She socks with ‘You 
|Can’t Take That Away From Me,’ 
ibut the highlight song opportunity 
is Maxine’s novel 
‘Johnny One Note.’ 
Dale Winthrop, who was origi- 
nally part of a vaude sister team, 
| provides the only hoofing at the Par 
|ecurrently, but it’s strong buck ’n’ 
wing stuff. Femme has a unique 








‘rhythm routine, the spotlight most | 


times focusing on her feet, reminis- 

| cent of the Astaire school of dancing. 

| She’s fast and an audience-pleaser. 
Finding fault with this Spitalny 

showing is difficult. About the only 

|ecriticism that can be levelled is 

Spitalny’s low-voiced announce- 

| ments, despite the mike. 

| Biz Thursday night was excellent. 

| Scho, 

| 

} 

| 


TABOR, DENVER 


Denver, Aug. 9. 

Tuffy, film lion, headlines 
rent stage show and is dressed up 
| with special routine by the line. 


} Line carry heavy large black wigs 


| to give African atmosphere, and 
tropical sets designate the locale. 
The lion, a large specimen, is han- 
dled much like a large dog by the 
trainer, Bob Matthews. The beast 
jumps through a small hoop, walks 
| tight wires (one on each side) and 
| does a ‘suicide leap’ from a sheif onto 
small table where Matthews is 
| lying. Effective. 
| Betty and Harry McCabe, on next, 
are fast and tuneful on banjo and 
{aecordion. With pleasing personali- 
| ties they get their stuff across. They 
do ‘Hand Me Down My Walking 
Cane’ in true hillbilly style. 

Yorke and Tracy, comedy team, do 
a fast comedy act. They know com- 
_edy from the ground up and dish it 
out so the audience eats it up. 

In opening the Taborettes dance 
before a college setting and sing a 
college jingle. They start out wear- 
ing gowns, but soon peel the gowns 
for their routine. Lolly Garris of 
the line sings and does a bit of neat 
tapping; Chet Harris baritones ‘Best 
Things in Life Are Free,’ and Shir- 
ley Welborn of the line finishes with 
some fancy rope-skipping. i 
second routine in green trunks, bra- 
zierres and yellow puff sleeves, do 
a brief but fast bit for their second 
appearance. 

‘They Gave Him a Gun!’ (Metro) on 
the screen, with house fair at last 
show Friday night. , Rose. 


LYRIC, INDIANAPOLIS 


Indianapolis, Aug. 9. 

Only things this bill lacks are 
more girls and some scenery other 
than the regular house drops. Six 
‘acts are presented with all but the 
‘opening and closing acts working in 
one. Four women are on stage dur- 
jing the entire hour, two of them 
| stooges. 








welcome. | 
Oliver should watch a growing habit 


| Gene Austin and Candy and Coco ; 


headlined and fill number four 


}are ) 
Austin’s pipes are in good 


| spot. 
i 
| songs well received, but the sock 
of the act is an instrumental num- 


along on guitar and bull 
Austin’s piano. Medley of*pop songs 
| is given as encore and each one is 
i|salvoed as opening bars are recog- 
| nized. 

Toy and Wing hold down deuce. 
Chinese girl and boy come on in 
|Oriental outfits to remove kimonos 
immediately revealing boy in 
;and girl in formal dress. They do 
| ballroom and eccentric dancing. Be- 
| cause of their youth and appearance 
‘they are specially pleasing. 
| Abbott and Robey follow with 
comedy offering depending on 


taken | 


arrangement of | 


cure | 


Line s | 


shape, and his rendition of popular | 


tails | 


Robey’s trick voice and Abbott's 
fiddle fooling for laughs. Femme 
stooge, Sylvia Brill, walks on twice 
as excuse for gags, one the familiar 
routine on how to make love. 
They’re best when singing request 
numbers called out by the audience, 
with Robey improvising in falsetto 
and Abbott's stopping his fiddle ac- 
companiment to become visibly an- 
noyed. 

Keaton and Armfield are next to 
closing. The femme half of the 
team is the only reason for acts 
holding down this spot for Keaton 
plays a hammy straight to her com- 
edy antics. Her routine includes the 
silly girl, acrobatic dance, an im- 
pression of Katharine Hepburn, and 





'closes with a duet dance with her 
| partner. Chorus of this closing 
'number is sung by  white-faced 


——=2 


LOEW’S STATE, N. Y. 


Current bill is ideal warm weather 
entertainment, with plenty of diver. 
sity even if sans socko material, 
Looks like another of those offweek 
grosses, with Col. Jay C. Flippen and 
Fifi D’Orsay sharing marquee billing 
with the pic ‘Knight Without Armor’ 
to hypo them in. 

Flippen’s popularity, derived by 
his WHN airwave contribs, should 
mean something, and probably does. 
Miss D’Orsay, from pix, has nothing 





stooge who has been brought on to | 


give Keaton a chance to get off some 
‘dead-man’ gags. 

Show is opened by Jack Gregory 
and company. He oes tricks with 
|}a stage full of hoops. The ‘Com- 
| pany’ is girl string holder for hoop 
tricks. 
| Show is closed by Six Lucky Boys, 
|risley performers, who inject com- 
|edy into their offering. They de- 
| pend on trick gadgets to put them 
{over more than they do on their ac- 
|robatic feats, which are good. 

Picture is ‘Dance, Charlie, Dance’ 
(WB), and tough competition made 
biz only fair at last show Friday. 

Kiley. 


TOWER, K. C. 


Kansas City, Aug. 7. 

House is in for another good week 
and the feature flicker, ‘Can’t Have 
Everything’ (20th), undoubtedly the 
draw. Vaude is incidental. 

All selling bally pointed to the 
‘Girl on the Flying Banjo,’ which lets 
the customers down with a terrific 
‘thud. Bulky mechanism used to 
hoist the ‘banjo’ out over first sev- 
eral rows is quite visible to a good 
share of audience, which completely 
kayos any illusion—and illusion is 
vital. House built a fine routine 
with the ponies to bring this act on. 
Girls are in phosphorous frocks. 
| The femme on the ‘banjo’ is hoisted 
out over payees while she pipes, and 
|not too well. She’s on to close and 
lasts about three minutes which is 
| long enough. 

Will and Gladys Ahearn have a 
polished combo of roping, gaggin 
and hoofing. Man opens single an 
| very nearly wrecks things with some 
meaningless chatter and then about 
faces to go into a smack routine of 
rope tossing and patter that takes. 
| Why that stumbling opener is a 


| mystery, he knows better and proves 
| it. 


new save new hairdress, gown and 
perhaps a new ivory tickler. 
Flippen m.c.’s as breezy and per- 
sonable as ever, straights for Fifi 
and later trots out a trio of his air 


| amateur winners for spot stuff and 


| personalities. 


additional clowning. 

Real sock of the show is Al Bernie, 
who sews things up with his clever 
mimicry of stage, screen and radio 
Bernie geis them at 
outset with radio travesty on mys- 
tery melo, ‘Murder at the Trocadero,’ 
in which he gives corking impres- 
sions of W. C. Fields, Charles Butter- 


'worth and Edward G. Robinson in 


| the 


| sist. 


|‘Take a Walk 


| 


| Morley, 
' prolog 


ensuing investigation of the 
pseudo perfect crime. In addition 
to voice semblance, he also gets in 
good facial expressions on all. Ditto 
for George Arliss, Edgar Bergen and 
Charles Laughton. He could have 
stayed indefinitely as far as audience 
response Was concerned. 

Miss D’Orsay, _in next niche, 
flanked by male pianist, offers an 
admixture of songs and mild foolery 
lifted considerably by Flippen’s as- 
Making chic appearance in 
white dress with white fur-trimmed 
coat, she offers a brace of special 
vocals, ‘Music Is What I Need’ and 
with Me,’ both of 
which are topheavy with ‘beeg boy’ 
wheezes and get so-so response. The 
clowning kissing bit with Flippen 
hopved things a bit. 

Flippen’s ams include John C. 
baritone, who clicks with 
to ‘Pagliacci’: Tommy 
Murphy, accordeon player and 
yodeler, and then Frankie, whose 
harmonica and guitar medley topped 


‘with good dancing impresh of Hal 


Leroy gets plenty returns. 
Helene Denizon and Denizonettees, 
latter group of six male and six 


| femme steppers, score both on class 


| dance production closer. 


and terp in a colorfully mounted 
Miss Deni- 
zon's toe and ballet contribs are 
especially good. her assistants spac- 
ing with 


| handled expertly for desired results. 


Picchani Troupe, seven men, sets 


/a lively pace for show as the opener 


] 


Girl also spins rope and does | 


| some okay toe work. She has three | 


| dance routines and all please. 
Beity Lee bats out a couple of 

rhapsodies on xylophone. Handles 
| herself well, works fast and scrams 
| early. 


Four Vespers, male spring-board- | 
'ers standout with their fine jumps | 


| and aerial somersaults. 

| John Colvin is catching on nicely 
in his solo barytone spot. Harlan 

| Christie continues as emcee. 

;either like him or you don’t. 

| Judy Conrad’s band moved to the 

; pit this session to make way for the 

| ‘banjo’ contraption. 


band on the stage. Stage has that 
, clean but gaunt look. Hoyt. 


| 


_ PARAMOUNT, L. A. 


Los Angeles, Aug. 5. 


| Pretty much of a makeshift stage 
_ Show this week, with little in the 
bers. Fanchonettes are back after 
several weeks vacations and offer a 
‘couple of routines pretentiously 
| staged. 
_ Opening is a semi-tableaux reveal- 
|ing the Fanchonettes prone on a 
series of ramps, with one of their 
group sitting atop and warbling a 
:number. Girls go into a leap man- 
| ipulation routine that is cleverly ex- 
| ecuted. 

| Jack Pepper, acting as emcee, on 
for a bit of clowning with his part- 
/ner, Sammy Cantor, spotted in an 
| upper box, with Francis Abella and 
| his talking parrot, John Tio. first 
introduced. This bird is remarkably 





of this nature actually talks, sings, 
whistles and does other stunts to 
prove his cleverness. 
solidly. 

Helen Grecco, 12-yr. old torcher 
from radio KFWB. does a couple of 
numbers, displaying a lot of youth 
and personality that brings favor- 
| able returns. 
| Robert Vernon, high tenor, does a 
; couple of numbers, revealing a pow- 


well trained and unlike most turns) 


You | 


with a fast routine of acrobatics, 
springboard tossing, catching and 
pyramiding. 


STANLEY, PITTS. 


Pittsburgh, Aug. 9. 
Radio names pack ’em in in Pittse 
burgh. Jimmy Dorsey and his or- 
chestra drew a socko gate in sizzling 
atmosphere for his first show here 
and will probably finish even bet- 
ter. But the Bing Crosby maestro 


| should polish up on visual showman- 


They'd better | wants 


get some new drops or leave the | 


ship and pacing, however, if he 
to keep his draw. Show 
dragged something fierce on opener 
and sent Warner house crew and 


| strategy board into high to knock 


out 18 minutes for second appear- 


/ ance. 


| way of outstanding talent or num- | 


Femme appeal in the act is lime 


ited to one dancer, Frieda Sullivan. 
Kid is extremely clever with nice 
pin-wheel turn in her number, but 
needs more flash in costume. Unit 
also has Ray Eberle, whose swell 
baritone and precise lyrics go over 
big. Other numbers include June 
Richmond, sepia shouter, the Condos 
Brothers and Art Frank. 

Turn opens with familiar. Dorsey 
themer and then presents Ray Mc- 
Kinley, drummer, in drum specialty 


‘and ‘n song number, ‘Love Bug Will 


| Get Ya.’ 


} 
} 
j 


Act registers | 


,erful pair of pipes, then brings on | 


| Jessie Draper, his dancing partner, 
for a solo routine, with pair finish- 


batie routine. 

Pepper and Cantor back for a line 
of comedy chatter. with Pepper 
doing some warbling while accom- 
| panying himself on the uke, and 
Cantor showing a bit of stepping for 
| mild returns. 

Closing has the Fanchonettes on 
| for another routine. staged in an ef- 
i fective outdoor seiting. 

Main screen feature jis Col’s ‘It’s 
All Yours. with ‘Blonde Trouble’ 
(Par) shown at morning and mati- 
nee performances only. —§ Edwa. 


ing up with amusing burlesque acro- | 


Later not so hot and slows 
things up. Drum specialty is well 
received. Ray Eberle follows in two 
numbers, one of which, ‘Night and 
Day,’ was smash. Band then goes 
into good swing presentation of 
‘Flight of the Bumble Bee.’ with 
trombone solo. Frieda Sullivan 1s 
next in her two turns after which 
comes band number and Richmond. 

She’s followed bv the Condos boys 
who knocked out great ovations from 
opening house with highly effective 
tap presentations. Audience begins 
to realize a whole band is on the 
siage for first time with ‘Peckin 
number, nicely staged novelty. Art 


Frank. growing familiar here, gets 
a swell rise on his imitation of a 
torch cutie, next to closing which 
has band swinging into ‘I've Got 
Rhvthm.* 
Dorsey's musicianship has him 


putting too much emphasis on whos 
soing to hit high ‘G,’ or *X,” in cer- 
tain numbers. Mob not up on such 
esoteric talents and wants more 
swing and melody. The maestro 1s 
a likeable lad and Jeans over a litle 
too far backwards in desire not 19 
hog show himself. 

Tone to accentuate the draw on 
the radio-conscious youngsters. Dave 
Broudy’s pit crew brings. Dorsey 02 
and takes him off. ‘Biz looks 390 
for entire week. Pix is ‘Between 


‘Two Women’ (Metro). 





lively dance ensembles --- 
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VARIETY HOUSE REVIEWS 


VARIETY 





MET, BOSTON 


: Boston, Aug. 9. 
Endowed with an improved run of 
film fare these last few weeks, the 


Met has kept apace with the screen 
pickup by producing a series of stage 
shows that contrast most favorably 
with several earlier this season. 

For the seekers of straight vaude, 
there is a very satisfactory lineup of, 
talent, including Glancz and Bellak’s 
ping pong exhibition, and the Shang- 
hai Wing Troupe. For those who 
need their production numbers for 
a perfectly rounded menu, there are 
{two pips on the bill: ‘Staccato Moods 
in Color,’ and ‘Calling All Cars.’ 

Opening number starts off with an 
effect thrown on a scrim, depicting 
prison bars. In the center is a cir- 
cular motion picture of police cars 
rushing to scenes of crimes, and 
while this is reeling off, brief pan- 
tomimes are spotted, consecutively, 
behind the scrim, giving impressions 
of a fight, a holdup, and a kidnap- 
ping. The 16 Swing-O-Paters an- 
swer the call for ‘all cars,’ and hoof 
it in tricky police costumes. Dandy 
novelty. 

The mid-piece for the line is a 
striking, colorful production, in 
which four groups of girls are light- 


ed from above by the four primary | 


colors, and costumed in sequins of 
like colors. The dance is a moderne 


one, but most of the effect comes | 


from the changing lights. This serves 
to introduce Dawn and Darrow 


fortunately the team was hampered 
by a mike left center stage by a pre- 
ceding act. 

The table tennis act clicked perfect- 
ly in the deuce and set a lively pace 
for the balance of show. Both play- 
ers are showmanly, especially Bel- 
Jak, and the single game they played, 
was thoroughly interesting to the 
summer crowd. A_ black velour 


background, with a white rope edg- | 


ing on a center, draped, panel, pro- 
vides exactly the right setting, be- 


cause it does not distract attention | 
If this set doesn’t | 


from their game. 
belong to the boys they ‘would do 
well to recommend it wherever 
they go. 

From yo-yo tossing to ace acro- 
batics is the gamut of antics of- 
fered by the Shanghai Wing Troupe, 
and they click all the way in closing 
spot. A dive by one of the boys 
through two frames of knives, and 


a back bend by a girl who picks up 


a glass of liquid with her teeth and 
drinks it are highlights of a thor- 
oughly entertaining act. 

Rio Bros., in next to. shut, ap- 
pearing a bit over-confident after 
their picture work, get fair recep- 
tion to their opening heckling com- 
edy, better appreciation of their pre- 
cision, eccentric hoofing, but click 
best in their hoky Mexican cavalry 
number. 

Nell Kelly in the trey rants, ca- 
vorts and tears herself apart in three 
comic character numbers, and wins 
over a sizable legion of handclappers 
at the finish. A Garbo number is 
much too long, though well executed, 
and a lengthy session of drum beat- 
ing and shouting about beans sags 
in the middle. Off-stage singing is 
handled by John Eaton. 

“You Can‘t Have Everything’ (20th) 
on screen. Fox. 





EARLE, PHILLY 


Philadelphia, Aug. 6. 

Earle show this week ciearly 
@emonstrates case of snappy head- 
work squeezing four times ordinary 
entertainment value out of naturally 
entertaining acts. Manager Herman 
Whitman has cleverly wrung every- 
thing possible out of his talent by 
building it into neat presentation 
and putting house band on stage to 
back it up. Makes a_ nifty bill 
without too heavy a nut. And re- 
sults are being reflected where they 
count. When caught, 2,800-seater 
had ‘em on their tootsies upstairs 
and down. Partially due, too, of 
course, to better-than-usual Earle 
Pic, ‘Super Sleuth’ (RKO). 

What Whitman does first to build 
up 50 amusing minutes is take Eddie 
Laughton, straight-man_ for the 
Stooges, and make him emcee for 
the works. 

Next thing Whitman did was to 
lake four gals who appear in Saul 
Grauman ‘Musical Stairatone’ act 
and use them as terpers in two 
others spots. Gals are sure-lookers 
and okay hoofologists, so it was all 
asset. 
Canvas wine bottles. Laughton. in 
€asy patter, introes girls. who step 
from the bottles. Drop then ‘flies’ 
to reveal Lou Schrader’s band. They 


are placed on each side of staircase | 


and effect is nifty. 

France and Lapell, pole balancers 
follow. Act is slow and stunts lack 
showmanship in selling. 

Grauman’s femmes then do 
ciher turn. Pair of them present 
nice tap routine with fencing foils. 
and another exceptionally graceful 
member does some acro work and 
knot-tying. with her frame as 
siring. 


More hefty headwork follows in| 


act of Marjorie Gainsworth. operatic 
soprano, once with Chi Civic op. 
All her natural vocal talent is dis- 
played without making her turn to 
opera. Trick is accomplished bv 
having her chirp, to the tunes of 
various operas, a ditty about how 
she prefers pops to the classic siuff. 


Continues right on to give bits of! 


everything from ‘Take Me Out to 
the Ball Game’ to ‘Il Traviata.’ Hit 


in | 
their enjoyable adagio number. Un- | 


an- | 


the | 


solidly. Closed with ‘St. Louis 
Blues. Brought back and encored 
with ‘September in the Rain.’ 

June and Cherry Preisser next. 
Were booked in hurriedly to cash in 
on publicity of Cherry’s recent mar- 
riage to WPA administrator Harry 
Hopkins’ son. Cute kids, pair is one 
of swellest sister acts in the biz. 
Do some nice harmony singing, neat 
terping and exhib fine comedy 
sense. June, in solo of ‘Love Bug,’ 
shows -no voice but all that it takes. 
Also does some acro stuff. 

Three Stooges and Laughton fol- 
low with standard turn. Have some 
new chatter that clicks for laffs. 


Trio is positive entertainment for 
those who go for their style of 
| knockabout. Earle audience went 


for them in a big way. 

Grauman’s ‘Musical  Stairatone’ 
closes. In this, man and four girls 
| terp on staircase so arranged that it 
|produces tunes on musical bells 
when steps are tread on in proper 
order. It is attractively put to- 
gether and very showmanly. Herb. 





FOX, DETROIT 
Detroit, Aug. 6. 
, Scarcity of names on current bill 
|taken care of by Shirley Temple's 


| ‘Wee Willie Winkie’ (20th) on screen. 
| Result is not only plenty of activity 
at the b.o. for the first time in weeks, 
but in addition an entertaining bill 
of fare on the stage. Balcony in 
5,000-seater opened opening 
for first time in several moons. 

Payees, strictly a Shirley Temple 
type with more than sprinkling of 
kids, ‘accorded nice assortment of 
clean, wholesome vaude and made 
known appreciation in no uncertain 
terms. Not much variety in the bill, 
| but there’s six acts, plus Gae Foster 
line, for plenty of quantity. Runs a 
smooth 50-minutes, in revue form, 
and includes the following: 

The Bo Brummels, zany musi- 
cians; Max and His Gang, dog and 
acro turn; Johnny Bryant, whistler; 
| Barr and Estes, eccentric hoofers; 
| Park and Clifford, muscle artists; 
| D'Ivons, ballroom dancers with a 
new twist; the Gene Foster gals, and 
Sam ‘Jack Kaufman’s pit ork. 

All acts work in one, before a 
|nifty setting consisting of pit orch 
| in a swell terrace effect, with wind- 
ing stairs on either side leading to 
|a daised pinnacle. All in white, 
abetted by smooth lighting effects. 
| Kaufman, besides batoning the band, 
| pulls off nice job as m.c., including 
!one turn in which he acts as piano 
| instructor in one of line’s routines. 
Sixteen girls, who have been the 
|rage here since being installed as 
| house line for summer, have two 
|other routines in addition to the 
|miniature piano stunt. First is a 
| Tyrolean-costume affair, which opens 
show, and the last a smooth ballet- 
type number, in which they serve as 


background for strength feats of 
| Parks and Clifford. ; 
Latter’s smooth appearance is a 


| tip-off to their turn, which consists 
of the usual muscular feats plus 
coupla new twists. Swell closing act, 
and off to big hand. 

Show's palm belongs to the Bo 
Brummells, three screwily-dressed 
musicians who've appeared here be- 
fore to nice advantage. Spotted 
fourth the trio covers everything in 
the zany category. Start but never 
finish all sorts of tunes, with one 
playing piano, another trumpet and 
the third a bass viol. Antics clean 
and plenty of rib-tickling. Got a 
deserved encore, which isn’t as funny 
as regular chores. 

Max and his Gang (five dogs), in 
opening slot, is a smart turn. Fella 
opens with a different round of 
hoofing and then calis in canines 
for several smooth feats. including 
backward somersaults and climaxed 
by sock bit in which a dog climbs 
completely around Max’s body from 
head to foot. front and back, while 
fella does a few back flips. 

Barr and Estes. male and femme 
| hoofers, contribute some oke solo 
and duo bits. Girl is attractive and 
does a satisfactory tap. The D'Ivons, 
| nice-appearing team offer ballroom 
;} end a hotcha number, with manipu- 
|Jetion of arms and hands adding a 
| different twist. : 
| Round of whistling. aving all sorts 
,of birds and about evervthing else, 
\is provided by Johnny Brvant. Has 
| anneal and off to nice hand. _ 
| No overture. pit orch being stationed 





dav night (6) at late show. Pete. 


ORIENTAL, CHI 


Chicaco. Aug. 9. 


Rather dull show this week, with | 


little in it to bright up the proceed- 
in?’s or the audience. 

Plenty of responsibilitv on the 
choulders of the Dorothy Hild chorus 
which turns in a set of three num- 
| bers as production. Nicki Nichols is 
in as a line leader for one number. 

Figuring as about the best act on 
the bill from point of view of show- 
manship and results is the danee 
team of Lewis and Ames, who were 
eood enough to have the production 
built around them. Have a fast and 
| surefire act ell the way teeing off 
| with double stair work. end finishing 
| with swell challenge siuff. 


Gordon and Rogers. the other male | 


dancing duo. end colored, wind 
their turn with swell challenge stuff 


lalso. Before that, they stall. Act has 


uo 


night | 


/on stave. House almost iammed Fri- | 
Velvet parts on four large | 





novelty in that the boys wear bright 
colored suits, and that they reverse 
the usual procedure of good delivery 
but bad material. In the hands of 
a know-how turn, their lines would 
whack hard. 

Following them is Eddie Conrad 
and Ca.. the headliner, late of the 
local ‘You Can't Take It With You’ 
cast. Working in the ballet-master 
character of that show, sticking in 
the famed ‘confidentially she stinks’ 
line, Conrad gets a lot of laughs with 
his conglomeration of familiar vaude- 
ville bits. Uses everything from sit- 
ting down on a whirling piano stool, 
to making love with his tall blonde 
stooge. This latter, by the way, is 
Louise Slate, capable in every re- 
spect—especially good as a feeder— 
and with plenty of looks. Clark Den- 
nis is the other part of the ‘and Co.’, 
and on for some good tenoring. Act 
needs pruning and faster pacing be- 
fore it’s up to the former Conrad par. 

Powell and Nedra on in deuce, 
with their sand picture act. It’s fine 
novelty, and showmanly from every 
angle. Lighting of pictures and man- 
ner of working deserve a special nod. 

Single girl singer, with a spot of 
her own, is Myra Nash. Does torch, 
and not too good. 

Picture is ‘Dance, Charlie, Dance’ 
(WB), and business fair on third 
show opening day. Loop. 


EMBASSY NEWSREEL 
(NEW YORK) 
from 





Aside the new Jap-Sino 
crisis, Only other interesting subject 
in this week's screened news melange 
is 20th-Fox’s technicolor reel of the 
Coronation. Latter is a little late 
and very draggy in its 27 minutes, 
but interesting because of the color 
angle. No shots were taken inside 
Westminster Abbey during the cere- 
monies by the technicolor crew, 
because of the special lights needed, 
but sufficient historical background 
is provided, plus the parades and 
royalty and nobility arriving at the 
Abbey in their medieval costumes. 
to hold interest. 

Paramount, Pathe and Universal 

all cover the Japanese-Chinese 
clashes around Peiping and Tien- 
tsin. Paramount claims the only 
footage on scenes of destruction fol- 
lowing the opening hostilities. Other 
two content themselves with shots 
of Jap and Chinese high officials and 
comments regarding Japan's inroads 
on the Asiatic mainland. 
_ Metro’s ‘Women's Page’ portion 
includes interesting footage of Mrs. 
Chiang Kai Shek, wife of the lead- 
ing Chinese Republic official. This 
is spaced apart from the war footage, 
but the comments stress her diplo- 
macy and work in uniting China 
against Japan. 

From there on the news stops and 
the stock and library clips begin. 
These include the inevitable mon- 
keys, this time at Frank Buck’s Am- 
ityville, L. I, zoo; a publicity stunt 
by 20th-Fox for Rubinoff on the 
Coast; a couple of Lew Lehr clips; 
bathing beauties; soap box derby; 
elephants doing manual labor in In- 
dia; shots of Lou Gehrig and Joe 
DiMaggio, Yankee sluggers; society 
at Newport, R. I: Czar’s jewels; a 
freckle contest for kids; polar bears 
bathing in a zoo, and down the line 
of all the time-worn stunts. 

Scho. 


Anti-Trust Suits 




















(Continued from page 3) 
have anybody with whom he can sit 
down and talk over his kick. 

Under the Film Board of Trade 
setup, there was arbitration ma- 
chinery for handling these griev- 
ances. Similar arrangement was 
possible under the NRA. While 
neither were 100% perfect, at least 
they constituted a regularly estab- 
lished body to which an aggrieved 
theatre man might appeal. 


Under the Blue Eagle, one _ in- 
dustry chieftain said four out of five 
grievances were found to have no 


just basis for complaint. With the 
Film Trade arbitration boards, half 
of those to be filed were withdrawn 
before they came up for hearing. 
Another high percentage of the cral 





‘complaints never reached the siage | 


where they formally were filed in 


writing with the boards. 


But now. no such machinery is 
available. The exhibitor, unless he 
fecls that his orotesis warrant 


‘carrying to the attention of federal 


|department officials. at the present | 


|{ime must seek some atiorney. Re- 
| sult is a suit against distributors for 
| triple damages. 

Typical instance is in communities 
/of about 85.000 population with five 
film theatres operating. All want to 
ibe first run excepiing where an ex- 
‘hibitor owns two theatres and_ is 
|making one house subsequent run, 
|The result is that this type of city 
 sonaires at least nine new pictures 
leach week, and as a rule there 
| aren't that manv to go around. As 
la consequence, the first run theatre 
icharges conspiracy in restraint of 
itrade and threatens other dire con- 
' sequences. 


— 


ARMETTA UNIT 


(PALACE, AKRON) 


Akron, O., Aug. 9. 

His best forehead slapping and 
shoulder tilting are on laugh parade 
at the Palace, as Henry Armetta, 
Italian dialectician of the 
greets his fans from the stage. His 
new stage unit is nicely balanced, 
not pretentious, but replete with en- 
tertaining, standard vaude turns that 
register with the audience 

Armetta is stellar attraction of the 
show, which includes the original 
California Collegians, a group of mu- 
sicians who have played in the tune 
talkies, vocalists and dancers. 

That stars no longer are sole 
claimants of movie fan attention is 
definitely established by the greeting 
accorded Armetta here. A crowded 
theatre and spontaneous applause 
before and after his turn pales the 
reception given many a screen star 
of greater import. Approval was as 
much appreciation for Armetta’s 
long series of grand 
tions upon the screen as for his pres- 
ent performance. 

Armetta’s offering is chiefly a 
drawing upon the bag of screen fa- 
miliarized tricks. 
audience wanted and what they got. 


He does a dialect skit of a screen 
star returned to look up an old 
flame. It is well timed for laughs 


and gets them when the star accords 
in the warmth and sympathy to 
make the skit more than a mere pat- 
ter turn. 

The Collegians merge bits from 
their pictures with some new num- 
bers and draw audience 
throughout their act. 

Sarah Ann McCabe, vocalist, re- 
cruited from the air waves, is pleas- 
ant upon both ear and eye. Novelty 
taps are offered, by Lou Duthers, 
Jean and Joan. Mack, 


Wake Up and Laugh 


(CAPITOL, ATLANTA) 


Atlanta, Ga., Aug. 8. 

Brimming with comedy, mixed 
with novelty and topped off with 
standard vaude acts that go over 
with a bang, this unit rates as sure- 
fire box office. It boasts class, both 
as to personnel and presentation, 
and it’s plenty socko from all stand- 
points. 

Owned and produced by Billy 
Raymond and Gene Gory, they hoid 
the featured spots—and what a swell 
job they do, too. Clocked in 45 min- 
utes, show has speed and there's 
something doing every minute. 

Show gets under way with a hot 
band number, Roberta, Gory’s part- 
ner, coming on to act as emcee and 
intro Denise Bruneau, personable 
brunette, who does fast acrobatic 
tap to ‘China Boy.’ 

Vic Heras and Joe Smith, 
as Heras Brothers, follow 
nifty seven-minute turn. 
with some mandolin and guitar 
music and then offer knockabout 
acrobatics and handbalancing with 
Smith as understander. Their most 
difficult trick comes when Heras, 
atop Smith’s shoulders and holding 
half a hoop in hands, leaps up and 
brings hoop under feet twice before 
landing on Smith's shoulders. It’s a 
wow of a trick and got them a big 
hand. 

A novelty waltz, gracefully pre- 
sented by Joe Lopez and Grace Cos- 
tello to ‘Beautiful Lady’ and ‘Kiss 
Me Again,’ also scored. 

Roberta then intros Gene: Gory, 
well known for his participation in 
Ziegfeld ‘Follies’ and as leader of 
Frank and Milt Britton’s band. 
Gory, wearing shaggy black wig and 
dressed in tails, piays the comedy 
for all 
tomers in 


billed 
with a 


stitches. An excellent 
Dame Cathedral organ, priest chant- 
ing in Latin and choir singing, is 
beautifully done. Using a _ panto- 
| mine comedy routine and assisted by 
| Roberta his hokum runs the gamut 
|from string breaking rage that leads 
{him to bite a chunk out of fiddle, to 
|shooting up the band with a tommy 
eun. As a novelty he plavs ‘Big 
Bad Wolf’ on a two-string six-inch 
fiddle with a wee bow. Roberta then 
sings ‘This Will Make You Whistle’ 
and Gory joins her for some monkey 
business with a trick cello that 
spouis a stream of water into pit 
and flies open to reveal a half-pint 
pup, which trots offstage amid gales 
of laughter. Gory manages to step 
on train of Roberta’s dress and 
,leaves her exposed in undies. He 
then, seriously, plays ‘Serenade,’ by 
Dirdla, and lovely, too. 

Gory takes over as emcee at this 
|}point and brings on Roberta in a 
star dance done to “The Evening 
;Star.” by Wagner. A_ semi-strip 
number, dance, created by Roberta 
herself, is classical and not to be 





, confused with burlesaue. Scored 
|heavily. A good daugh is inserted 


at this point when Gory. enperently 
!ealling Roberta back to teke a bow, 
| brings on burly Joe Smith, clad in 


|pink underwear and carrying the 
girl’s star. Gory and Roberta are on 
stage nearly 15 minutes, but the 
audience begged for more. 

Denise Bruneau returns for a 
|‘study in control’ contortion num- 


j;ber. Ferme does her twisting with 
a glass of cclored water balanced on 
Ser forehead and gets a good hend. 

Lonez and Costello come 


films, 


Unit Reviews 


j 
| 





a Spanish tango-rhumba that’s swift 
and graceful, replete with spins, and 
score again. 

Gory and Roberta are joined by 
Marjory Lightburn, a Georgia girl, 
in a couple of comedy bits to stall 
while bandsmen get-into comic fem- 
inine garb to join Gory in his orig- 
inal crazy band bit. Participants are 
Joe Smith, Burrel Ubben, trombon- 


|ists; Johnny Coones, trumpeter; Or- 


| ville Hooper, drummer, and Neil 
| Mott, sax. It’s knockabout hokum, 
with comedy falls, some into pit, 


characteriza- | 


steel wig socking and plenty of off- 
key music. Gory again uses a gun 
to cow his. companions and _ the 
laughs are plentiful. 

Billy Raymond, in blackface, closes 
the show with his colored preacher's 
sermon, which clicks. He finishes 
with a colored wedding skit, being 
joined by Leda and Errol, his wife, 
who, incidentally, is sister of Leon, 
and Burrel Ubben. Act lasts 14 min- 
utes and closed to a fine hand. 

Raymond comes back for bow and 
is joined by whole company for 
finale. 


There’s 17 in show, five in band. 


|Company has one more week after 


approval | 


| times the other. 
| stated, 


That was what his | ;°? 


date and will disband in Co- 
lumbus, Ga., after having been out 
about seven months. 


Pic is ‘Wings Over - Honolulu’ 
(Univ) and house was capacity. 
Luch, 
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ing one side of the fence, and some- 
In many cases, he 
not even a wide no-man’s 
land has been established, 
Methodically going over the his- 
torical background of radio legisla- 
tion, Caldwell attributed the origin 


'of current legal messs to increasing 


Federal powers pushing 
‘vaguely-defined,. dimly-lighted su- 
burban areas.’ Liberal court inter- 
pretations, he stated, have extended 


into 


| Federal powers heavily into the reg- 


| task 


ulation of business without, however, 
setting tight legal limits or resulting 
in accurate rules of conduct. 

Boiling down to F.C.C. procedure, 
he pointed out, among other matters, 
that ‘there is no mo-ve bewildering 
than to attempt to trace the 
Commission attitude toward cha‘'» or 
network programs.’ In 10 sets of in- 
stances, he stated, F.C.C. decisions 


, have looked on chain programs as a 


Pair start | 


; 
} 


} 
| 
| 
| 
| 
| 
| 
| 
| 


its worth and has the cus- | 


violinist, his imitation of the Notre | 


| 


favorable factor in obtaining li- 
censes. In 10 other sets of instances, 
local programs were favored as 


against chain stuff. Ditto as regards 
foreign language programs. 

His conclusions anent the chain vs, 
local matter were that ‘network pro- 
grams have been a football of poli- 
tics, sometimes booted in one direc- 
tion and sometimes in another. Fac- 
tors in the game, in the background 
or in the open, have included com- 
petition between networks, and ef- 
forts by applicants to get new or bet- 
ter privileges on the ground that are 
or will be ‘independent’ and that 
existing stations are not ‘indepen- 
dent’ because of their affiliations. 
The controversy has been compli- 
cated by ignorance or disregard of 
elementary technical facts by some 
of the contenders and in a few in- 
stances by a touch of demagoguery.” 

Other Red “ape Victims 

Similar cases ef bewildering pro- 
cedure, according to the paper, have 
also confronted the press and the 
films, but in these cases the greater 


|age of the media and the lack of an 


} 


' 


{ 


| 


out-and-out license syster were ce- 
scribed as making the works some- 
what more understandable. 

In still another paper distributed 
by Caldwell at the Congress, he 
hinted indirectly that the F.C.C. can 


| (if necessary) get out of any em- 


| Zranted, 


barrasing procedural uncertainties by 
extending the six months’ license 
system. With the short-term system 
in effect, Caldwell stated, the burden 
of proving proper conduct rests on 
the station owner in asking for re- 
newal. If a longer license were 
and the broadcaster com- 
miited an offense during its tenure, 
the F.C.C, would be forced to dig up 
proof of misconduct in order to gein 
a license revocation. :In short, in- 
timated Caldwell, the F.C.C. cur- 
rently has the station owner in the 
batting box, whereas with a longer 
license period the broadcaster would 
be doing the pitching. Caldwell took 
the rezor-edve off this contention, 
however, bv stating that the F.C.C.’s 
tendency has been ‘in the direction 
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Gale Greenstreet of J. Welter 
Thompson in Hollywood contacted 


he radio scribes in Sen Freivisee 
end the East Bay district during ea 
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NEXT WEEK (Aug. 16) 
THIS WEEK (Aug. 9) 
Numerals in connection with bills below indicate opening day of 
show. whether full cr split week 
a 
RKO Provincial 
a 
CHICAGO CLEVELAND 
Pelee ne { nga Week of August 9 
Van Celly & M 5 Jansleys ABERDEEN K & J Winnon 
Bien Boys Merrymacs Tivoli Kee 
F''rsyihe S'mon & F 3 Sophisticated Gls ¢ istelli Ay Ra aoe 
Vie Oliver Alphonse Berg Fred, Phyllis @ 4 Rawiez & Landauer 
Holland & Hart Tip Tap & Toe Browning & S ant LIVERPOO! 
>) Herman Binge Olsen's Sea Lions Snake, : 
Van Cele & M (6) lan McLean Afriann nempeare 
Eton Boys Duke Ellington Ba Navarre Durham & Kildare 
fF’ rsyvihe S'mon & F KANSAS cITry Luxor Galli-Galij Renee & Godfrev 
Oliver Mainstreet (4) EDINBURGH loe King 
Holland & Hart Frea Waring Co “ Royal Elisabeth Welch 
a ee | DAVE Seed Co Cingales (Co 
Devito Denny 4 Astill & Fontaine 
Slim Rhyder & Pinor Alhambar Kids 
0ew Jay & Cullen NEWCASTLE 
Jimmy Heid Parameunt 
S & M Harrison Joe Loss Ra 
a Eric Randolph PLYMOUTH 
NEW YorK ciry PITTSBURGH = hotell earl Radio Pate 
State (12) Mar rpnley (13) KINGSTO ‘tarry Weilchman 
Mann, Dupree @ L | WASHINGTON ., eheciae" ma page Williams 
Carter & Holmes Capitel (13) “tei at. Rudy Btarite 
Sudy Starr France & Loa Pell South China TT) Winsor & Wilton 
Red Skelt Sylvia & Clemence Jack Fide. 7 Romas 
tid “S<elton Ward Wilson % <— : Zio A Is 
. Sanger i's io nge 
Witt Osborne Ore Jimmy Dorsey Ore | Devon & Wayne P & V Lennox 
S es ner ease Karlson 4 _ Vadden & Gis 
eee. ibaciptatielontianaii oc 
i 
| KAY KATYA and KAY ° 
BARBARA BLANE | ( aret Bills | 
NOW AT ie ns 
; 
Casino de fa Playa { NEW YORK CITy 
avana ' heen 
: ; Rarney Gallant's Shirley Lleyd 
Dir.: LEDDY & SMITH i Betty Bowker Lathrop Bros 
} aed aoe Bobby Dupont 
3 Musical tozues ‘ = 
Olympic 
o . witiiitininn ce eee , Bertolotti 3 Hotel Biltmare 
}, Jimmy Whalen Ore (Moontight Lerrace) 
; T'¢ - o 
| P t ; Fula Fiourec* - Horace Heidt Ore 
; aramoun j Nysa Alna Note) Edison 
| j Joyce rave Billy Swanson Ore 
ares sP\Wis 
— Motel Kssex House 
Wew york Crry | DALLAS Bill's Gay 90's Nat Brandwynne oO 
Paramount (11) Casing (13) Spike Harrison Maxine Yappin 
Phil Spitainy Ore | Phil ay tg Gus Wickes | Dick Stone 
ale Winthrop recy + oN na Rimitt Casey Johnny Rive 
‘ BOSTON Prete te Jerry White Murray Carun 
Metropolitan (18) Arren & Broderick Menry LaMarr R J Callman 
endeva Vic Hyde Caliente | Hotel Gey. Clinton 
ane Pickens DETROIT Beth Raborn | Phil D'Arcy Ore 
Marry eraux Michigan (13) Helen Shaw Stuart Jules 
ar Ma VO} m Centinenials Ruth Wayne Kay Marshall 
frees Donahue Co | Georgia Hay | Carol Sis we 


Varieiy Gambols 
CHICAGO 
Chiecage (13%) 
die Duchian Ba 


Pansy the Horse 
Mayfield 3 
Gene Austin Co 


gi Shanghai Tr 








Warner 1 








PHILADELPHIA Marty May 
Earle (13) (6) 
{Bert Frohman Jimmy Dorsey Orc 
iFin Dorsay | Freda Sullivan 
PNeiia Goodelle | Condos Bros 
“Condos Bros | Art Frank 
WASHINGTON 


oward & Shelion 
(6) 


q(t) 
France & Lapell | 


tle 
Stafford & }, Rev 


@larjorie Gainsw'rth | Yost’s Varsity Co 
‘Saul Grauman Co Bill Robinson 
3 Stooges 3 Swifts | 
Preisser Sig (6) 
PITTSBURGH Titan 3 
Stamley (13) n Cummings 
Mal Hallet Ore Mal Halleit Ore 
Saut Grauman Ce Francis & Carrol | 
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Independent 























24 half (12-14) 
Harry Coady 
J & J Melville 


First half (9-11) 
Harry Coady 
3 & J Meltvitie 





2d half (12-14) LEWISHAM 
DeHaven “& Page : 
Blewart & Olive * Palace 

Act Superb 
Dominion Austel & Arthur 

Al Sandier 3 LEYTONSTONE 

Trocaderea Rest 
Gaston Palmer Rialto 


Ken Harvey 4 Darlings 








Hachem Khan Fred Desh 
+ SM Eden OLD KENT ROAD 
CAMDEN TOWN Astorin 
Al Berlin Ba 
Gaamoni Jimmy Nit 
Witson. Duke &@ w | SHEPH'RDS RUSH 
cl APTON Pavilion 
rs : 2 Willards 
Kink Masu & Yuri 
Wra & Ivy ‘ 
Geo Betton STREATHAM 
tanadians Palace 
KAST HAM 4 Hermans 
Granada irene Mansel 
Sam Linflela Co TOOTING 
4 Darlings Granada 
Fred Dosh P & M Honri 
ORTON TOTTENHAM 
Umpire . : 
Savoy Jr Ra ~ a a e 
WN - vn vy 
vaNanen® Pans Geo Betton 


Canadians 
TOTTENHA 2 | 
COURT RO AD 


Anton ‘Ba 3 
Marie Lorenzi 


HAMMERSMITH 


Palace Paramount 
Jose Mor eon Anton Bd 
Phileo 4 Adanos 
1ifl Cook 
ISLANGTON Cc 
Blue rat WALTHAMS tow 


Granada 


Ist halt (9-11) | i oe 
Savoy Jr By: 


DeHaven & Page 


| Bdith 
| Moria Veston 
| Gase Dixon 











’ Rhythm 
Calienie C 


Bovs 


abelleroge 


Chateau Mederne 
McFarland Ore 
‘‘ensuelo Flowerton 
Peggy Strickland 
Claremont Jun 
Jolly Coburn Ore 
(tub 18 

G Andrews Ore 

dack White 
Harringion 
¥Y Blanchard 
Mrank Froeba 
Jerry Kruogey 
Jeri Withes 


Clab Gauche 


- 
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| Vacesro’s Orch 


Jose Diaz 
Trini Plaza 
Lita Moya 
Helen Virgit 


| Dimitri 


Club Mirador 
(Reot Garden) 
Buddy Wagner Ore 
Jack Osierman 

Roark 


i “higuits 
INDIANAPOLIS | Nice, Florio &@ 1, | Joan Vickers 
Lyric (13) Ken & Roy Paige | . 
Paul Ash Barbara Parks ate mage Yumurl 
Ra\ Saxe Buddy Rich Hliseo Grenet Ore 
Heten Honan Billy Blake | George Negratte 
Julio & Silvia 
BT Portia Porter 
Jack Dempaav’s 
ondon BG Carpente, Ore 
EK Chico 
| Don Alberta Ore 
Cartos Montova 
Week of August 9 % Pawpero 
Canterbury M. H. Stewart & Olive YAvolos & A 


Anttoniia Morales 
Jose & Patricia 
las Guarecitas 
Relando 
El Moreceo 
Revie Hast Ore 





| R 
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| 
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| 
i 
| Jack Leonard 
j 
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VARIETY 


























Vv MacNaughton 
Brown's 2 Shades 


! 
| fees & Edate’s 
! 
| Lon Mariin Ore 


Ieddie Davis 
Jane Tee 


Patricia Gilmore 
Vivian RAN 

Gloria Cook 
James Keovan 
Nelsons Cais 
| Haines Taie & § 
| Tete & Kongo Co 
| Mile Denise 
| Norman & McKay 


} Dioasa Cestel! 
Mon Pari« 
Jene Fosdick Ore 
| Laurence White 
( Marion Pieree 


0 





Hote! Lexington 
Andy Iona Ore 
ay Kinney 
eymo Holt 


Hotel McAlpin 

(Reef Garden) 
J Messner Ore 
Jeanne D'Arcy 


Hotel Murray Hil) 
(Fountain Reom) 
Joe Cappi Ore 
Nancy Garner 
Hetel New Yorker 
(Summer Terrace) 
ivelyn Chandler 
Baptie & Lamb 


Hotel Park Central 
(Cocoanut Grove) 
Jerry Blaine Ore 
Evelyn Ran 

Fred Cameron 
Rete) Pennsylvania 
Tommy Dorsey Orc 
Edythe Wright 


Allen Storr 
3 Esquires 


| Hetel Viceadilly 
| Jeno Bartal Ore 


Hotel Pierre 


| (Roof Garden) 
Harela Nagel Ore 


; 


| Retel Plaza 


| Will McCune Ore 

| Panche Ore 

| Paul Draper 

! Neila Goodelle 

Hotel Roosevelt 

| Luke Wela’s Co 

| Hotel Saro, -Pingg 

| Monile Petti Ore 

| Russell Swana 
Metel St. George 

(Brooklyn) 

Kili Dantzig Ore 


Hotel St. Marits 
(Sky Gardens) 





Versatile 


(Page-Page Room) 


| Evalyn Tyner ! 


Wednesday, August 11, 1937 
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Kaiabow Grit 
© Codolban Ore 
Durelle Alexander 
Helen Myers 


oe 


Swanky Reno 














C & Ls Bonner 
Giover & La Mae 
Rainbow oom 
Al Donahue Ore 
Kddie LeBaron Ore 
Oliver Wakefield 


(Continued 


a dozen other transitions that are 


around. Over in the 
claim that both Los 
| Salt Lake routed 
} from "Fri 


bay cities they 

Angeles and 
travelers away 
Sco, citing a lack of accomo. 


from page 1) | 


Latte Cotter totally incongruous to the locale. metre what ag 19 front line inns 

e ommy |Doarded up. Ose that did make 

Hele livers , i a 

De Sydney ‘Rein Seome There's & Slump | the town claim they had no trouble 
Riviera Everyone in biz has his Own Tea- | getting decent lodgings. Like Brook 

yiickey Alpert Orc son for this year’s slump in signee lyn, one doesn’t encounter much 

Baaernle Ore spending, Best seems to be the/ trouble finding a church. 


Alice Dawn 
Nick. Long Jr 
Kay Picture 


| Frisco hote 
| for 89 days, 


1 strike, which endured 
Reno gets a heav 


Nite clubbers and gamblin 


§ Opera. 
y play | tors say that this year’s 


take drepped 





Mori's Nadine Gae from the S. F. transients and this! off an easy 35% over last summer. 
Lou Ferris Ore ay Voce cee semester there just weren't many Even the stockade IS yelping bad 
The Oaks , inn times. That dropoff 1S not a normal 
4l Lambs oO; Sands Point Bath ee thing, it is Pointed out. because thera 
Gene ance a Holland & Hart, 606 Clu» oud ne, of soldier bonus monee 
Gene , c 2 . j 2 ao ej : 
Gasn Stek Paul Rebucei Ore Bruce Holden | Billy Cer around last year. 
’ ue : Stork Clab Millen Bilaie | Nora Ford oS ‘ apo 
$ Spir "ey thm Sonny Kendis Ore Mari Tyan | *Beots’ Burne | Divorcee crop is he'ding up and 
mee & —, Gus Martel Ore 4 Aristocrats Z | Bita Reea that’s where the class niteries coma 
(Valley Stream 1.1.) Surfside A pad Stee 9 Ford & Barnes in. Three Spots in the Village—PFor- 
, p . tel § ‘aA . r . J 
oy E. Bill Mack (Atlantic Beach) (College lan) Yacht Chub tune, Town House and Tavern—ge; 
Ai e yd . “iw “2 a ; , . Pn . 
Bernice Ackerman Henny Youre ,OFe Frankie Masters 0; Nino Rinaldo Ore the heavy Play. It’s not unlike 
Virginia Gaughan Den Ragome® Jackie Heller Ae nae es tee ame Hollywood. The &rapevine soon gets 
Cackles Nei ltt-odiae . . Donn hae “Ina Sedzewick : 
Walt Walters Patricia aimeore ye eped ~h Wingy Mannone busy when Delphyne Dodge. the 
ana Line "oon eee Chas Carrie: | Jackson, Mills. & ,auto heiress, or Helen Wills, takes 
; Danny Beck ORtER eee Hotel Sievene 885 Ciub a card at the tango table In no time 
Bergere Sis. Hughie Rarrett One (Continental Room) 5 ' > 
Bunny Berrigan Ra Valhaiia senda Seed Ty Hornert at all the 175 plush Seats at the 
aa Tarlos Molina The ictators . " 
Paradise Maurice Shaw Ore Ruthania & M'lc’Im | Corlies & Palmer Fortune are tenanted. At 10c a 
Jay Freeman Ore Marita Frank Payne ‘Mary Jane Dodd same you can mingle with the best 
Ann Pennington Lorraine Barrett e i ; > 
Lacille senate een te PHILADELPHIA people. That continues through the 
Andvews an Neniidliaes night, for the easterners here ‘for 
Place Elegante H Rosenthal Ore Anchorage , Shandar ¢@ Margo the cure’ have nothing to do but 
Rill Farrei| loe Rodriguez ©, MarceNa Sharkey abn & DePinto watch the calendar. It’s drink aij 
Mario Basin} Judy Star; Manno & Strafford Pat Perry night n I g e ay 
Tote Canahon Tommy Martin id Biversine. Pierre's ight and Sleep through th day at 
Rex Gavitte Wivet Sally La Marr Manny LaPorte Ore | 0M€ of the thirty dude ranches with- 
Larry Mado Ore ‘Arline Whitney aay py Gras Ore Gates & ‘Claire . in a radius of 35 miles, Inasmuch 
Izzy Bellis wet: . 4 ee pre’ on 3 
Los ANGELES Mildred Tolle pers 5! tg as there's really no hurry, the Zals 
Club Arcade Jack King and __ their Pick-up acquaintances 
ali Wanda _ Johnny Coster Ritz-Cariton make each drink a ceremony. 
Bruz FPletche; Diana Toy Cosier & Rich | (Crystal Room) 
Citarles Lay rence Lida Helen Winkle | Van Levis Ore The ‘Diverce Cooler’ at W5e 
Beveriy Wilshire aa A er’s Ore “peg etd | Henry Patrick Hy Hoffman. who knows about 
a i teoberis ve MASO | 31 Ciut . . . 
| Geo Hamilton Ure | Hill iarion Joe Rooth Gre 2 | those things from his Stewardship 
| Biitmere Bow: Ddlores Night Owls Ore Billie’ weer? 'of the Trocadero and Vendome in 
| Jimmy Crier Ore Little Club Arcadia Int'l | Brooks 2 Hollywood, has cooked up a Six-bit 
lola & Lewis Jane Jones | Milton Kellem Ore | Gene Osborne “ . . aw . 
| Seba’ Gately Paul Kendall | Don Renaldo Ore Lloyd Woods | drink that Bets a brisk bat play, 
es ene Mule Helen Warner | Mayfair Girls (8) | Brown & Brown | Fact that it’s called a Divorce Cool- 
erry Gree lA wee ade ae , ‘ 
ein ~ , oe tose Valyda lony prerklade | Johany on | er has something to do with It, too. 
Dick Webste: Omar's Dome | Calletie & Barry ai Olee ine | It’s compounded of gin. absinthe and 
3 Rhythm Rascals George Redman Ore Kleanor’ Bowers | sal, | equal Portions of lemon orange and 
{ Cafe Century liner Irma Bunde} | 200 Milikopt Ore ; ‘ tiie hal =r 
Pay, “pap Duvall & Tregg Mario Villani Beth Challis Pineapple juice, all Shaken up in a 
| Miller & Mantan Maxine Gre ry i Bu ton Pierce Vanessi & De Lima all 1 ith kli -_ 
|3 Danridge Sia - — A. | - , a | Lew Hoitmee tall glass wit Sparkling wate, and 
| Coreta sete Kelle} Bellevue-Stratror ‘ar yne ; j i j ‘ov 
fa Pacific Sunset Clay (Planet Roan) Carolyn Dyne |a few trimmings that Only improve 
Olivette Miller Al Heath Ore Meyer Davis Ore | on the looks of the setup. Another 
Pork.” , ~ pp] temper | Bon Franklin Hotel Manel iemore fav with the Split-ups is the iced 
Nat Coles June Morgan Sa — ye “0th Ceatury Co (6) | daiquiri. Mixed drinks run to about 
Cecles Ore Buddy La Rue en = ne Minis Winenie Hyres 50% of the total bar sale, with scotch 
. > enn. e é ; ; 
| Cafe De Pares Seteenne PP deed ; ae tans, and bourbon Sharing alike on the re- 
| Ted Dawson Ore Gene Krupa | Deloyd McKay . mainder, Barkeeps draw $7 daily 
Maris Monteres Beity Van | Muriel Thomas Parrish Cate der, eps : 
| Heten Curtis Bruno Weiss 3 | eae. “ence | Bobby Lee Ore on eight-hour shifts. In the gambi- 
| Lemare Jack Viaskin | Fran all Bianche Saunders in uarters the ealers tak own 
Cafe Iaternational Hudson Meizger Gls | Lee Berg Carte! Fats Primere & qua h d ¥ ply 
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Barrett & Wright 
Ben Pollock Vre 
Chaz Chase 
BiNy Vine 
Caroline Mason 
Beth Wilson 
Dick Bennet; 
The Theodors 
Dora Dean 
Ginger Lynne 
Lilly Ann Stare 
Eleanor Troy 
Cale ia Maze 
Wm Hoffman Ce 
Clever Clap 
Bob Grant Ore 
Helen Thompson 
Club Hawaii 
Hawaiian Ore 
Cocoanut Grove 
Geo Olsen's Ore 





KRdgar Bergen 





Charlie McCarthy 

Edith Caldwell 
Famous Door 

Siuf Smith 

Cezy Coe 

Jonah Jones 

Eddie Rea} 
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Sol Hoopi 


Billy White Ore 
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Wardell & Dade 
Sally Joyce 
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Pete the Newsboy 
June Glory 
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Kay Tavior [Carter & Schaub | Gay 90's 
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Patricia Gilmore Danny Higgins lew kK ng 
Charmion Mignon 
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=e a Petegp wed Le Coq Rouge Jack Elkins 
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| Poul Taubman Le Mleam Cabaret 
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Harry Horton Ore 
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Marie Almonte 
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1 Die 


CHICAGO 


| Agnes Joh nson 


|; Rose & Ray luvte 
Parla fan i|Mayo & Marie 
Pete Contrelli Ore Cedarwood Inn 
Pominic Columbo (Malaga, N. J.) 
Ken Henryson Jack Curtis 
Sylvia & Marjorie Bobby Evans 
Conchita Toreno Reds & Curley 
Bronlee Bros Clarence Mich 
Henry Monet Franky Schluth 
‘Thora Maithaison . ’ 
Marguerita del Rie Kebassy Clab 
Juan de Martinis Don Pedro Ore 
lee Perrins 


Seven Seas Helen Heath 


Ore 


Lonnie McIntire Or Warwick Sis 
Lily Gibson Joyce Henry 
Henolulu Dancerg Derothy Deppia 
Somerset House | Billy Lee 
Fay Rey 


Tack Owens 
Betty Borden 
Swing Clos 
BBB 
Clarence Brown 
Mrankie Gallagher 
‘Topsy’s 
Al Eldredge 
The Dee Siste 
June Bruner 
June Brady 
Betty O'Dair 
lillias Gilbert 
leona Rice 


Peggy Butler 
Evergreen Casine 
Henry May Ore 
Billy Faye 
Dolly Wellingiog 
Miriam Brome 
Tom Barry 
Kathleen May 
Jay King 
Harry Giyn 
1523 Locust 


Bubbles Shelby 
Jane Farrer 

Kay Lavery 
Virginia Young 
Nelly Banks 

l.inda Ray 

Peanuts Stewart 
Swing Kings Ore 
Hotel Adelphia Root 


Ore 
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Treeadere 
Gasparre Ore 


‘heo Troy Vincent Rizzo Ore 

eet hee Harold Knight Ore 

& Parisians John Uppmann 
BR Al Bernie 


Rebbins Fam 


Rider Sis Vera Fern 


Paliner Sis 


; Alfonso Berg 
Dovothy Johnston Karlyn Wallace 
Hi-Mat Mariora 

Burns & White cue - —— 

Seni Shaw Dis on Wart 

Vivian Proctor aames Tolle 

Loris Lorraine f 3 Texas Rockets 
Hotel Bismarck Evan B Fontaine 


(Walnut Room) lambs Va yern 


3 Parisettes 
Chickie Martin Ce 
Piccaditly Koom j 
' 


$15 for their eight-ho 
bosses net $25. 


Unique institution 


ur day and pit 


is the Towa 
1523 4 ¢) : 
Pe _—— House, across the Truckee river from 
Joha Hamilton Ore Z . , " 
| Jackie Mablie | the Riverside. Rennie, who Owns it 
R’berlegs Wiiliams lock, stock and barrel, not SO long 
Patsy Evans 


agO was a bellhop at the Riverside. 
| He married well and set himself up 
in business at this off-the-street tav- 
ern. It’s only a hop, sk 


Fats Smith 
Lulu Mae 
Lillian Fit 
Cora Greary j 
Dutkin’s Rathskelie, | 


“gerald 
n 


Agnes Willis from the hotel to the Town House. 
Helene Hart and the gals well know it. And 
leah Sis . 

Peggy Du Van Charlie knows nearly all the new- 
| Zolley Ramblers Or Comers. In. fact, he makes it his 
Vrank Ponti 


biz to keep 
he natives 
king. 

Tax dodgers from California are 
Providing Reno with plenty of spend- 
Free of nuisance taxes. 
State does require that those setting 
UP corporations i 
must hold board meetings at least 
four times a year. brings 
Plenty of loose Spending to the town 
and also gives the directors a chance 


ci -. 20 
night club 


tab on the turnove 
Bella Belmont he’s Nevada ad 
Filo Hulse 

Sammy Weston 
4 Blossoms 

Jean Le Nolie 
Kitis & Ranese 


| 
| 
| 
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| 
Stamp’s Cafe | 


Pena Fay Ore 
Lew Foster 
Evelyn Barnes 
Sis McCall 
Harry Sweeney 
Geo Harrigan 
Jack Finney 
Johnay Reilly 


Weber's Hot Brau 





_ to get away for a fling. Idea is catch- 


(Camden) ing on and spreading inland. 
Fee na gnalicin Gre Tango is perhaps the Most popular 


Lane & Carroll 


Same with both natives and visitors 


| fortis wre & Rite , alike. Roulette runs second, then 21 
Hugo Kiee | and craps, At the Fortune the crou- 
ne, Feidon | Piers are attired in formal getup. 
Eldoradians Word is around that only two spots 


n break. One 
S admits 


Sive the sucker an eve 
Operator as Much a 
tables were not set up to be beat 
Reno really has only two slow 
months in the 12—February and 


Suaset Ian 
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Al Cornarg 

Betty Seott 
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; Edith Moul | : ‘ 
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Dean Murphy | George scart. Yorktown Tavern i ter sports. Summer intlux runs 
Hotel Brevoort | Frances Carroll Billy Sein Ore | heavily to trailers, but the tewn 
Dorothy Duval | never got where it is on slot ma- 
Karl Smith | DETROIT ‘hi 8 
Commodore Duo | cnines. 
Joa Parlato | | Blossom Heath }The Great Haskell | Strangely enough, Reno is not a 
Jerry Johnson Ore {lola & Andre 


Drake Hotel 
(Gold Const Koom) 
Jack Denny Ore 
St. Moritz i 


Kdna & I Torrence 


| Book-Cadillac Hotel 
' (Casino) 
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Hidy Duy hin Ove Art M poney Ore 





| Saturday night town. That is, in se 


Areadia Gardens far as it concerns the dress mob or 


Lee Walters Ore 


| 
| Curly Baldwin | the real spenders. There's an exodus 
| Rosemary Calvin | to Cal-Neva, some 40 miles toward 
| Jerry’ Thomesteeden | Lake Tahoe, and that’s where the 
Chalet | real soft money passes in the night 


Hank Fomish Ore 
Clab Continental 


| They come in from the Tahoe re- 
sorts on one Side and the Reno dude 


Chica Reyes’ Ore ranches on the other. Cal-Neva 
Jessie Pengra | . . . 3) is a 
| Continental 4 | (bordering on the two states = 


Anyone that’s really 
© up a large evening 


| class layout. 
| lucky can stor 


Kast wood frardens 


| Sephie Tus Ker 


iJ shony Hamp Ore | for himself there. 
Graystone Gardens Theatre biz around Reno and bor- 
{(lyde MeCoy Ore 2 he " cute i wch on 
Benneit sig | dering spots never cuts in n 


the trade. It's mosily women and 
children that 
| You can alw 
| home. 


deTerson Reach 
Noble Sissi Ore 
| Westweed fiardens 
' Horace Heidt Ore 
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ays RO to a show back 






























| 


Bap chose August 11, 1937 


LEGITIMATE 





VARIETY 


55 














Stagehands May Jolt Bway Mars; 


Want Raise 


With the new season just around 
the corner, Managers are likely to 
face added problems before they can 
open from unexpected sources, Pro- 
ducers have been going along under 


the assumption that stagehands are} 


satisfied with current terms, but 
have been kidding themselves, it 
seems, because the deckhands think 
they have a boost in wages coming. 
Stage Hands union, local No. 1, 
IATSE, is trying to arrange a meet- 
ing with the managers with a boost 
in mind. While they don’t intend 
to get tough about it, they think the 
time is ripe for at least a conclave. 
Managers are seemingly surprised 
by the sudden move. They claim 
that the stagehands are actually 
getting a better break than the ac- 
tors, pointing out that the lowest 
paid crew member gets $50 weekly. 
Also point to the fact that the musi- 
cians union is not asking for any 
change of terms, indicating that this 
proves that managers are being 
taxed sufficiently for labor in these 
departments. 
Stagehands, on the 
don’t feel too sure of this. They 
admit that, insofar as is known, 
musicians are not complaining about 
legit and are agreeable on the con- 
tinuance of the present scale, but 
point to the fact that musicians un- 
icn gets additional coin in so-called 
penalty theatres. These are houses 
which dropped orchestras for all ai- 
tractions and, when pit men are re- 
quired for productions in them, the 
scale is materially upped. Deck- 
hands say they have no way of 
getting any similar type of protec- 
tion or leverage. 


HOWARD MILLER GETS 
FTP EXECUTIVE BERTH 


Wishinigton, Aug. 10. 

More persennel changes in the 
Federal Theatre Project, paving the 
way for a housecleaning in the 
Southern California area, were start- 
ed this week. How extensive the 
shifts may be could not be learned, 
although it was said that a consider- 
able number of individuals will be 
affected. 

Principal move so far is upping of 
J. Howard Miller of Los Angeles 
from present post of assistant regional 
chief for the Western States to 
new berth as deputy national admin- 
istrator. Makes him number two 
man in the theatre set-up, directly 
under Mrs. Hallie Flanagan, and re- 
placing William P. Farnsworth, who 
has been directing the New York 
activities. 

Most immediate changes will be in 
Southern California, where coniinued 
grumbling has been heard. Move to 
improve conditions at this sore spot 
will boost George Gerwing, now 
local director in Los Angeles, into 
the regional job formerly held by 
Miller, 

Scope of personnel overhauling 
was under consideration this week 
at headquarters but final plans are 
subject to Mrs. Flanagan's approval. 
Washington will mark time until she 
returns from her vacation. although 
both Miller and Gerwing were in 


town Monday (9) conferrin 
g with 
WPA execs, 


other hand, 














Lipscomb Sellen hoes 
From London with Play 


London, Aug. 10. 
W. P. Lipscomb, playwright, who 
recently completed the script of 
‘Beau Geste’ for Paramount in 


Hollywood, is here arranging to take 
his play, ‘90 Sails,” to America be- 
Cause of casting difficulties. 

If the play is produced in Holly- 
wood, Lipscomb will seek Pa 
Muni for the lead, However, 
piece opens in New York he'll re- 
open negotiations obtain Brian 
Ahearne, who declined a previous 
Offer due to pic work 


10 


.ul | 
if the | 


in Scale or Confab' 


| ‘Story’ for Curran, L. A., 





San Francisco, Aug. 10. 


to Be Whispered’ 
theatre to the Curran, 


be given Aug. 19. 
The change of stage and date al- 


where it will 


Abbott’s comedy, ‘Room’ Service,’ 


is 


Cast 


‘Story to Be Whispered’ to 
way if it hits on the Coast. 





Burgess Meredith will make his 
return to legit in Guthrie McClin- 
tic’s first production of the season, 
‘The Star Wagon,’ new comedy 
drama in prose by Maxwell Ander- 
son. Sets will be by Jo Mielziner 
and show will open at the Empire, 
N. Y., Sept. 29, after an out-of-town 
tryout. Meredith is expected from 
the Coast, where he’s finishing 
‘Don’t Forget to Remember’ for 
| RKO, next week for rehearsals. 

Decision ends possibility of ‘High 
| Tor’ going on tour this fall. 
stood McClintic figures on playing 
‘Tor’ and ‘Wagon’ in repertory, 
with Meredith, when and if the new 
one hits the road after the New 
| York run. 

McClintic’s second production of 
the season will likely be chosen from 
either ‘Blind Man’s Buff,’ by Dennis 
Johnston and Ernest Toller, or 
‘Flight into China,’ by Pearl Buck. 

Another Pearl Buck play, “The Em- 
press,’ is held by Katharine Cornell 
and may be taken on her prospective 
world tour. Also ‘The Ivory Fan,’ 
Gustave Eckstein’s dramatization of 
his novel, ‘Canary.’ Miss Cornell will 
begin casting it in December and 
will open it in Washington March 7 
for a brief tour before setting out 
on her international trek. Other 
plays to comprise the repertory will 
be chosen from ‘Romeo and Juliet,’ 
‘Saint Joan,’ ‘Candida’ and ‘The 
Barretts of Wimpole Street.’ 


Timberg’s ‘Easy’ Flop 
Tries Again in London 











‘Take It Easy,’ musical starring 
Herman Timberg and Barbara Blair, 
is in rehearsal in London, with an 
opening skedded there before the 
end of August. Show was first pro- 
duced in N. Y. eight years ago by 
Timberg but after a break-in in 
Philadelphia never reached Broad- 
way. 

Last year Timberg tried to interest 
London producers in reviving the 
| show for the English market, but no 
go. Since then Miss Blair, who was 
in the original production, started 
to mix in high English circles and 
|dug up a bankroll, reportedly from 
private interests. 

Russ Brown (and Whitaker) 
| Wednesday (4) also sailed for 
don to go into the production. 





last 
Lon- 





Lunts on B’way Nov. 2 


Fonianne 
‘Amphi- 
the Shu- 


| Alfred Lunt and Lynn 
will open their new play, 
trion 38,’ in New York at 


bert on Nov. 2 

Piece is from the French of Jean 
|Giraudoux, adapied by Sam WN. 
Behrman and was tried oui on the 
West Coast for iwo weeks be‘ore 
| folding for the summer. 


With Marj. Rambeau | 


William Hurbut’s new play ‘Story | 
has had its world | 
preem transferred from the Geary | 


definitely booked to open on Aug. 30. | 
includes Marjorie Rambeau, | 


Broad- | 


‘STAR WAGON’ NEW PLAY. 
FOR BURGESS MEREDITH 


Under- | 


both | 


|NVESTIGAT 
UGA 


| anal 


CATION 0 








Treasurers Hauled Down- 
town by Washington In- 
Fight 
to Highest 


terrogators — Will 
It Through 


| 





| 


ee | 


That portion of the admission 
tax law which pertains to the gov-| 


ernment collecting 50% of all money | 
beyond 75c. over admissions’ price if | 
collected by the manager or any of | 
his staff, is due to be tested in U. S. 
supreme court soon. Will be fought | 
on the ground that it is ‘discrim- | 
inatory and class legislation.’ 


star; Weldon Heyburn, Herbert | 
Corthell, Lester Matthews, Phoebe 
|Clark, Minnie Dupree, Alma Lloyd 
and numerous others. 

Arch Selwyn and Edgar Mac- 
Gregor of New York Productions, 
Inc., producers of the play, will take 


vestigated, some years ago, a settle- 
ment was finally arranged with the 
U. S. prosecutor (Charles H. Tuttle) 
making a proviso that those under 
charges then would not appeal to the 
|higher courts no matter what dis- 
| position was made of the case. Now, 
| however, another side of the issue 
has developed, what with the gov- 
ernment investigating theatre b. o. 
men on the subject of ‘ice,’ generally 
regarded as gratuities from the 
agencies. 

Last weex several treasurers were 
summoned to the Post Office Build- 
ing, N. Y., for quizzing by emis- 
saries from Washington. Latter were 
very familiar with the subject of 
ice. Treasurers were distinctly frank 
|and, when asked whether they had 
| ever received such gratuities, replied, 
| ‘Certainly. Who hasn’t?’ 

Previously the ticket brokers had 
| been asked by the government men 
| whether or not they paid off the b. o. 
!men in that manner. Some admitted 
| they did, while others were evasive. 
Agency books in possession of the 
investigators are understood to. dis- 
close no such payments, but the coin 
is accounted for in bulk. 

Treasurers, by and large, have in- 
cluded the ice in their income tax 
/returns, but the government now con- 
tends that is not enough and that 
the b. o. should split all such coin 
with the governme:i.t on a 50-50 basis. 
It also believes that, under the law, 
treasurers should file excess receipt 
forms on this coin with the collector 





of internal revenues, who is supposed 
to get a 50°. cut. 


Cite Precedent 


| There is a precedent in Washing- 
| ton, however, the treasurers contend. 
| Latter’s argument is that they per- 
form a legitimate service for the 
|agencies and are therefore entitled to 
‘the’ bao. me Explanation is that 
the b. o. men really perform work 

r the brokers, even to the point of 
potted books and the ‘ice’ is pay- 
ment for this service. This explana- 
tion was made in Washington dur- 
ing a previous investigation and was 
accepted there. 


| 


PRESENTS 


| Court — 50% of Excess) 





| Due_Gov’t, Claimed 
lows for a longer run than would be | 
possible at the Geary, where George | 


WHO'S GYPPING WHOM? 


When the ticket situation was in- | 





As for the excess money claim, 


| treasurers say that it is both unfair | 


;and incorrect. No b. 0. man tells 
| the broker how much is to be paid 
for the service rendered, they point 
|out. This is in distinct variance with 
| the situation years ago, when man- 
|agers demanded as much as ¥1 or 
more per ticket over b. o. price from 
brokers. 

Present admission tax law was 
changed from the older regulations, 
‘which called for agencies splitting 
50-50 with the government on excess 
money charges. It was argued at the 
time that such a ruling practically 
put the government in the gyp ticket 
business, so it was removed, insofar 
as agencies are concerned. However, 
that portion of it referring to 
managers sharing in excess coin 
with the government, was retained. 








‘VYonat is the loophole which the gov- | 
ernment is now working on and that | 


is the clau 

by showpeople now 

tionality. And showpeople are 

upset by it all that they insist they 

will fight through and get it 
| cleared up once and for all. 


so 


+ 
ab 


se which will be fought! 
as to constiiu- | 


'Wald’s 
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‘Lazarus-King Capitulating 
To Dramatists, Guild Ruling 
On Disposal of Delano Case 





performing the same chore for 
‘Virginia,’ musical being pre- 
pared for the Center theatre, 
ordered Jo Mielziner, designer, 
to make room somewhere in 
the production for crocodiles. 
Mielziner objected, pointing 
out that there were no such 
reptiles in the Virginia hills or 
valleys and that the play 


is al- 





legedly a historically correct 
item, 
‘Don’t tell me,’ answered 


Leonidoff, ‘I was there once for 
two weeks.’ 
The crocs are in. 











HIROSE, JAP SINGER FOR 
NEW JOHN GOLDEN SPEC! 


} in 
|which, he alleges, favors name play- 
wrights, 


Tokyo, July 24. 
Reported here that George Hirose, | 


American-born Japanese baritone, | 
|} has been offered an important part | 
in ‘The Casket of Ten Thousand | 


| 
Jewels,’ said to be skedded for pro- | 
duction on Broadway by John 
Golden and Post Wheeler. Play is 
a romance based on an old Japanese 
legend, and written by Wheeler, who 
was formerly stationed here as 
American charge d'affaires. 

Hirose, who is currently 


appear- 


|then burning and writing letter 


it, 
| consequences. 


+ on 
> . . > + ‘ 
‘Virginia 8 Crocs First case of open rebellion by a 
a ; member of the Dramatists Guild 
Leon Leonidoff, Radio City against the organization as regards 
Music Hall producer, who's much-fought contract may come to 


a peaceful end this week when Mil- 
ton Lazarus and Rufus King make 
disposition of their play, ‘The Delano 
Case.’ There are three picture com- 
panies allegedly interested in buying 
the play outright and the authors 
are trying to make up their minds 
whether or not to sell. 

Difficulty comes from the fact that 
Lazarus thinks he can get production 


for the play with motion picture 


| financing if it were not for the Guild 
| contract, 


which picture people are 
boycotting. He had an offer to this 
effect from at least one picture com- 
pany and tried to get it done 


sans 


| Guild contract, or with an exception 


by the Guild. Latter nixed, Lazarus 
to 
the Times about it, claiming that 
lesser-known. dramatists are caught 
between by the new contract 


Behind the scenes there was more 
to it than that. Lazarus thinks he 
has a bona fide picture production 
offer; the Guild does not. After he 
got a turn-down from the Guild for 
a production on any but the basic 
agreement rules, he asked whether 
he could resign from the Guild and 
have the play done his own way. He 
was told that such a move was 
within his rights but, if he attempted 
he would have to stand by the 
In other words, it was 


ing with his wife, Naoe Kondo, at | intimated he might not be able to 
the Yokohama Takarazuka theatre,| rejoin the Guild afterwards. That 
expects to leave for America next.| stopped the resignation talk, seem- 


month, where he will deliver a num- 
ber of lectures on the Modern Thea- 
tre and Music of Japan. Will also 
give several concerts in N. Y. and is 
taking with him as accompanist 
Katsunori Ueno, now orch leader at 
the Nippon Gekijo, Toho’s down- 
town deluxer. 


Werba Squawks on Use 
Of His Name in B’klyn 


Louis F. Werba, producer, asso- 
ciated with Jules Leventhal in ope- 
ration of cut-rate legit, has regis- 
tered a squawk against improper 
use of his name in connection with 
Minsky’s Brooklyn, formerly Wer- 
ba’s Brooklyn, Brooklyn, N. Y. 

Werba has not operated the house | 
for several years and previously 
stopped the use of his name in con- 
nection with burlesque shows there. 
House then carried the Minsky tag | 
until the recent burley sloughing, 
when authorities ruled to limbo the 
name of Minsky. Brooklyn house 
reopened with a picture policy and 
put out the Werba name again. 

Werba has petitioned operators to 
take it down. 


Tin Pan Alley 
Satire Mebbe for Abbott | 


Jerry Wald, Warner Bros. 














scenar- 


\ist, east huddling with Rudy Vallee 
on the latter’s next WB filmusical, ‘in all of the Kaufman-Ha 


hopes to close a Broadway play pro- 
duction deal with George Abbott. 
Wald’s play is a satire on tin pan 
alley titled ‘Vamp ‘Til Ready.’ 
bott is supposed to be 
Whether there will be WB participa- 


tion on the production must be 
worked out. 

It's primed for Sam Levene and 
Teddy Hart. 

Smith’s Own Play 

Robinson Smith, who is associated 
with Eddie Dowling in Maurice 
Evans’ revival of ‘Richard IJ. is 
pianning a solo legit venture wiih! 
‘Gentleman Unknown,” new comedy 


'by A. A. Milne. 


|‘You Can't Take It With You’ 





Ab- | 
interested. | 


ingly. 

There is nothing to prevent any 
picture company from producing 
plays by other than Dramatists Guild 
contracts, Producers who do this, 
however, and dramatists who do this, 
are put on the ‘unfair list,’ and none 
has yet been found who dares at- 
tempt this. 

After thinking it over, Lazarus was 
still in a dilemma early this week. 
He does not wish to quit the Guild, 
fecling that in the long run it is to 
his advantage to stick, no matter 
what is the momentary situation. 
Also there has sprung up in two 
regular managerial offices, he has 
learned, interest in his play. He 
would rather have it done as a legit 
prior to selling for pictures. If he 
cannot get a legit production in nor- 


| mal legit channels now, he has de- 


| cided, he will simply sell outright 
to pictures, but sans production as 
a play. 


2 MORE ‘TAKE IT” COS. 
MAKE 4 TOURING NOW 


Two additional road companies of 








| are 
| being readied by Sam H. Harris. 
|One opens next week (17) at As- 
bury Park, N. J., following into 


| Atlantic City a week later and then 
to Boston for a run. 

Another company is being 
and set to open at Wilmington, 


cast 
Del., 


| Sept. 13. This makes four companies 


rt comedy 

| Smash, the original currently at the 
| Booth, New York, and second -com- 
pany at the Harris, Chicago, 





Henderson-Winwood in 


Coward-Lawrence Group 
| Robert Henderson has acqu'red 
road rights to Noel Coward’s play- 
let group, “Tonight at 8.30. and is 
| sext ng a western tour with the west 
coast as ultimate destination. 
| Henderson will appear in the fore 
mcr Coward assignment wiih Esielle 
Winwood taking over the Gertrude 


Lawrence roles, 





VARIETY 








Summer 





Theatres 





AT THE THEATRE 


Ogunquit, Me., Aug. 5. 


Coamedv in three acts (four scenes} & 
T.anurette Taylor, presented by Walter Hari- 
wiz at Colony theatre, Ogunguit, Me.. Aug 
5. °37 Stars Laurette Taylor. Directed !»5 


Jenn Kickpatrick. Sets, David Asherman. 
Searte. Sanford. ..ceccasece Laurette Taylo 
Arline ASHIEY.. ccc cece ees Lillian Fost 
Jack Flemeri. .06..scedeces Stiano Braggiotti 
Kdward Smiihson....eee. William Swettand 
hei awd T were Tee Carl Benton eid 
Ku SaFATiS. . ccc cccescceds Damian O Flynn 
\} io LeJeun ceccceess. eangadon Ger 
San ‘edawodeaa William Roehrick 
Helene eeseeeee Evelyn Chevillst 
CRMC. csi ec ctdeneosees . . Fiske Go 

Daohne Kro ’ e . Phyllis Thax 

j , s kde PrERSeEer Eloise Sheidon 
Jain MorroS..cecceces .«»- Robin Thomas 
Ma ae. . skeccbstueteses Olga Deschey 
Jackson TFOwme...csccoccccseses Harold Wax 
William Star Ceccceceves Peter Carh4 

Miizabeth Anson..... Madeteine H | 


wher Girl 28 oe .- Jill Stern 





Laurette Taylor has a rich theatri- 
cal experience behind her, It is not 
surprising, then, that she can turn 
out a delightful comedy which affords 
several players very tasty roles and 
offers to prospective producers a 
piece that, with proper casting, 
should garner important money at 
the box office. This one will almost 
certainly reach Broadway. 

Combining the technique of a 
play-within-a-play, with the love tri- 
angle, and some juicy characteriza- 
tions added for spice, ‘Theatre’ is a 
charming, casual comedy, loaded 
with bright, refreshing humor and 
wit that thoroughly sustains avid in- 
terest. 

Opening scene is a bare stage 
with Producer Tessler (Carl Benton 
Reid) chatting with Playwright Ed- 
ward Smithson (William Swetland) 
over a revision demanded by the 
temperamental star, Arline Ashley 
(Miss Foster). Marie Sanford (Miss 
Taylor), an associate director and 
head of a junior group of players, 
puts in an early appearance and 
conducts an audition of the appren- 
tices. Obviously, this is littie more 
than an excuse to give the appren- 
tices of this strawhat colony an op- 
portunity to appear with profession- 
als, and their several little skits, 
while okay, contribute nothing to the 
plot. Only one of this group blends 
into the main plot, in a bit part near 
the finish. 

Note to film scouts: Give Phyllis 
Thaxter (an apprentice) the 0.0. as 
a new face possibility. 

Story concerns Marie and Arline, 
two actresses who have been friends 
since childhood. Arline is all set to 
marry her leading man, Jack, when 
he chances to fall in love with Marie. 
Marie, bluff and hardboiled, cannot 
help feeling an answering emotion, 
but she keeps it hidden and puts up 
an elaborate pretense of being en- 
gaged to another man. Eventually 
Arline sees through the ruse. Taking 
a firm hold on herself, she gets over 
her infatuation for Jack, runs off to 
Paris and buys herself a gigolo. Now 
that Arline is satisfied, Marie con- 
fesses her love for Jack and agrees 
to marry him. 


Not a novel yarn, particularly, but 


the dialog, fresh and funny, and the 
human characterizations of the two 
actresses help immeasurably. Of 
course the theatre atmosphere is 
perfect, and the naturalness carries 
over into most of the acting. Miss 
Taylor, in fact, seems not to be act- 
ing at all. Her Marie is a grand 
performance, and it is complemented 
by the shrewd trouping of Lillian 
Foster as Arline. The pair of them 
together are a perfect team. 

Stiano Braggiotti is thoroughly 
satisfactory in the not too taxing 
assignment of Jack. William Swet- 
land, as a harassed author; Carl Ben- 


ton Reid. as a director, and a num- | 


ber of other adept players. including 
Damian O'Flynn, Langdca 
William Roehrick, Phyllis Thaxter 
and Madeleine Hooley meet slighter 
demands adequately. 

John Kirkpatrick has done a nice 
job of directing against bright sets 
by David Asherman. Fox. 


Princess Turandot 
Mt. Kisco, N. Y., Aug. 5. 


Comedy based on old play by Carlo Gov<i 
In two acts (six scenes) by John Gerard 
and Lawrence Langner, Presented by Da, 
& Skinner, under dire€Tion GT Day Tuttle at 
Westchester Mlayhouse, Mt. Kisco, N. Y., 
Aes. 2, "Mi. 









Pantaloon...... SHGd4s 04 cvs Frederic Tozere 
Mather Bieed....ccsccocscccosess Ted Tenley 
BonitarGon, .....cesessese St. Clair Bayfield 
Harlequin. ....c.-ee0- eeeee dack Cole 
Cwolesseime., .. ccccecs - Virginia Miller 
Yuan Koeeeeed 00006 CGnees Jul Schmidt 
Mxecuthoner tev de-Ons.paacsouens Ray Denunnis 
Alioum, Jomperor of China..McKay Marvis 
Turandot, his daughter.... Anna May Wone 
DS co cawecsccncdvescsure Phyllis Langn: 
rrr »»-Anga Kucssk 
CT oa 6.00 0s 60 6006 ss eencetsey Vincent rice 
Barvacn...ceeses Clarence Derwent 
BeMhteiG ..0c ev ccoccotsocccccess Rachel Sewal! 
Povient .. 0. cers ccccccccvessoce Lamar (lar! 


William Browning, Fred Hernstiu 
Ogsbury, I’. Klavun 


Guards... 


Astrologers...-..e.e: i. 





Looks like William Shakespeare 
has a clear case of plagiarism against 
Gozzo (1720-1806) et al. Unless. as 
may be the case, they all got their 
ideas from an ancient scripter lost 
to pop fame in the obscurity of an- 
tiquity. Anyway, ‘Turandot’ re- 
minds amazingly of “Taming of the 


Shrew, for the story of the present | 
play concerns the transformation of | 


a Chinese princess from a man-hat- 


ing and obstinate child to a kind and | 
loving sweetheart and docile dauch- | 


ter. Likewise, a la Shakespeare, her 
suiter is selected by a variation vf 


Geer, | 


'the three casket trick in the ‘Mer- 
chant of Venice.’ 

Again, to show how far from orig- 
inality the piece is, an eciipse of the 
sun is used to awe the Orientals into 
a frame of mind that permits what 
happens to happen. Which was done 
in Mark Twain's ‘Connecticut 
Yankee.’ 

Considering all this, it is safe to 
surmise that ‘Princess Turandot’ will 
not go far, nor tarry long. Bunch 
of mountebanks from Italy, headed 
by none too devout a priest, are 
ninched in Peking and sentenced to 
have 
they are Christians. Wily priest is 
somewhat of an astronomer and 
plans to make his appeal to the em- 
peror just at the time of the eclipse. 
He puts on a 
the emp that he is the McCoy. 
Royal household embraces Christian- 
ity, the fakers are elevated to high 


position, and they set to work to get | 


the man-hating princess to wed be- 
fore the old man kicks off. 

She rebels, but consents to accept 
as her consort a blue-blooded guy 
who can answer three riddles she 
proposes, with the proviso that un- 
suecessful contestants forfeit their 
noodles. Right away the gates of the 
city become decorated with the 
heads of those who tried but failed. 
Eventually a former mysterious 


member of the original gang floats | 


in and, through the connivance of 
his buddies, solves the riddles. 

Princess tries to squeal out of the 
compact at first, but after the play- 
wrights get through with her she 
tumbles head over heels in love with 
the puzzle-solver, who discloses his 
identity as a prince of some foreign 
land. 

Star part is a natural for Anna 
May Wong, although she is a little 
awkward at times, both as to action 
and expression. There is no adverse 
eriticism for the balance of the cast, 
even though some of its members 
lean strongly to the burlesque side 
in their comedy. 

Sets, designed by John Koenig, are 
unusually elaborate for the poison 
ivy circuit. 


worn by all the characters. Craw. 


DAY IN THE SUN 


Mt. Gretna, Pa., Aug. 5. 
Play in three acts by Edward 
and Ernest V. Heyn, directed by 
Rankin; set, Jack Reigler: ’ 





Sammis 
Richard 
presented by 


Km. A. Seott at Theatre in the Woods, Mt. 
Gretna, Pa, 

(Charlie Summer........00+. . Perey Kilbride 
atl, RODEN. 0 6b -donbasebeds Ralph Chambers 
Gert Hubbell, .........ee...... Melba Palmer 
de ae eran Louis Tanno 
Briekie Hubbell............ Warren Bryan 
PAM TUMBROE. . . Hsccccckcsecvess Beth Marion 
BIOTA. CYAMMRAWs occ cic ccccecéc Patsy Light 
Fudge Livingstone. ..<s.cececesecs Phil Tead 
(FTOBAN. .....6..icevececcess.JOWN Handford 
Mick Blanchard. ..cccccceces -Jack Easton 
PeMPCID BERUOR isc caiccdcceeec Richard Rankin 
Be Ee hPa Howard Fisk 
cod | eee esses ese Jack Boyd 
Caw Bes 58 ee Mary Bear 
a CS <x 4d danetus eh ounaiel Jean Arden 


This play, first by a team of au- 
| thors w. k. in other fields, is well 
plotted, and aithoug sketchy at 
places, is well sustained by beauti- 
fully written dialog. Lines through- 
out are splendid. Aimed at the deep, 
low laughs, of the more sincere na- 
ture, they click throughout. 

, Acts one and three can’t be im- 
proved upon, but the second act is 
too light and allows the play to sag. 
In itself, it is smooth enough, but 
doesn't have sufficient punch. Au- 
thors, however, have gone into hid- 
ing and will probably emerge with 
a new act two. Revised version may 
include a court room scene, although 
the authors made a special effort to 
keep away from that. 

Story centers around the efforts of 
Charlie Sumner to demonstrate that 
it Is possible to retire without funds 
on the good graces of a brother-in- 
law and sister, provided you retire 
in a small town. own the house in 
which the family lives, and are 
pretty good at contests. 

Charlie’s yen for entering con- 
tests, though never winning, led 
him to keep an accurate record of 
the whole string and enter them in a 
ledger. Record, in turn, leads him 
into the most shining spot of his 
career, chief defense witness for a 
man accused of murder. 

Latter, arrested for a murder that 
had occurred a yvear and a half 
earlier, said he could not possibly 
have been at the murder scene be- 
cause. on the given night, he was in 
ihe little town where Charlie lived, 


reading in the public library. Charlie | 


said he remembered the man and 
oifered his recollections of the occa- 
ston fo prove the alibi. He had been 
finishing up a contest that evening 
ind was in the library preparing it 
tor mailing. His diary backs up the 
story and he becomes the man of the 
hour, basking in the hotel in the 
‘county seat at the defense’s expense, 
being interviewed and creating all of 


the uproar he had always yearned | 
for. 
This is a bit irksome for the 


brother-in-law and sister. who have 
no fondness for Charlie’s contests 
and not much more for Charlie him- 
self, so they check his story and de- 
| cide that the night of the murdei 
was not the night Charlie finished 
the contest in the library but the 
aight he ate too much fried chicken 
and fell off the couch. Armed with 


their heads chopped off because | 


show that convinces | 


Chinese costumes are | 


LEGITIMATE 
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this, they become state’s evidence 
and upset Charlie's story completely. 
So the murderer is saved only by 
the confession of the wife of the 
slain man, who cannot stand to see 
an innocent man convicted. 


proving and disproving conflicting 
theories outside the court room and 
the matter is finally settled when old 
Judge Livingstone, who always sends 
flowers to his dead horse when tight, 
learns that the the last such occasion 
was the night of the murder and that 
he was accompanied by Charlie. 
Charlie’s part is the meatiest in 
the play and requires an expert. 
Character roles offer opportunity for 
plenty of real work, but Percy Kil- 
bride’s work is distinctly 
| ing. 
Play looks very definitely like 
| Broadway material and flexibility of 
| plot, which would allow for any 
amount of building, shaping and add- 
ins to, makes it a natural for 
tures. Posey. 





MISCAST 


Buck Hill, Pa., Aug. 6. 

4 drama in three 
ler Gillam: directed by Ralph Pendleton 
and managed by William F. Laporte, J: 
Presented by the Buck Hill players in the 
auditorium of the tan at Buck Hill Falls, 


Cornelia Stabler Gillam, who last 
year gave us the humorous ‘Where's 
the Fire?’ brings forth a sterling 
drama with enough comedy for bal- 
ance and plenty of punch all around. 
Although all the action takes place 
|}in one setting, one never tires of the 
isame scene, so expertly does the 
|plot unfold and the interest mount. 
| Rather than a stage production of 
any duration, one envisions for this 
neat little trick some Hollywood in- 
terest, so diversified are its ramifica- 
tions. 

At the death of Robert Tyler’s 
mother, the domineering  house- 
keeper, Mrs. Snowden, assumes full 





authority in the managing of. the 
farm. When Robert marries the 
actress Julie and brings. her home 


to the farm, great is the indignation 
of Anna (Mrs. Snowden) who is 
secretly in love with Robert and 
considers Julie an intruder. Taking 
advantage of every opportunity to 
browbeat and undermine the morale 
of poor Julie, Anna’s’ malicious 
nature is especially evident in her 
unkind thrusts at Julie’s inability to 
be a mother in the true Tyler tradi- 
tion. Julie’s spirit cracks under the 
strain and she suffers a breakdown, 
during which convalescence’ she 
writes a play. Robert, deeply in 
love with his wife and oddly un- 
aware that Anna is carrying the 
torch for him, secretly negotiates to 
have the play produced, the financ- 
ing of which to come from the sale 
of his highly valuable antiques in 
which his farmhouse abounds. 

Anna discovers Robert’s intentions 
and also that his house guest, Paul 
Warren, is in love with his wife and 
has been meeting her clandestinely. 
In a scene fraught with emotion she 
forces Julie to promise to leave her 
husband and return to the stage 
after the tryout of her new play. 

The ancient Tyler temper asserts 
itself with Julie’s play a grand suc- 
cess and with Anna’s’ complete 
capitulation. So instead of running 
away, Julie remains as mistress of 
her estate. 

The capable cast was especially 
enhanced by the excellent portrayals 
of Mrs. Snowden by Sally Thomp- 
son; Robert Tyler by Frank Webb; 
and Julie Tyler by Nell O'Day. Miss 
O’Day of stage and screen successes 
will soon appear at Newport opposite 
Alexander Kirkland. Jaye. 


MANY MANSIONS 


Stockbridge, Mass., Aug. 8. 
Drama in two acts, fifteen 
| KWeckert Goodman and Jules Eckert Good- 
man. Musical score composed by Milton 
| lusk; staged by Wm. Mites; settings by 
Charles Holden; presented at the Berkshire 





an 





Playhouse, under the direction of William 
Miles, at Siockbridge, Mass,, Ans. 7, °Bt 
$2.45 top. s 

Peter Mreut. . i. cisicces Alexander Kirkland 
Rev. Roger Crandall,........... Gage Clark 
Edgar Brent.......- i. Barney Kleinschmidt 
Bre. MrOmt.ioocde csr csceccwd Arlene Hoffman 
Martha Brent........-s06. Klizabeth Young 
George Granham.......eee- Theodore Henry 
Dick Barton......cccceseesd Alexander (lark 
Joan Hollisa................Flora Campbell 
Jack Worthington........ Peter Van Buren 
Bob FEdmonds.......... .. Stanley Honiss 
Harvey Philips........Maurice Lister Hunt 
Spencer Wintom.........-. Charles Sedwick 


Morgan Grange........ee0%:; Dudley Darling 


Dean Redmond.........+- ..- Robert Allen 
Bishop Graves..... .Rebert H. Harris 
Biee. Mabert®. .. 6s ccccccscsss ..EMllen Hall 


Dr. Josiah Ward.... 


eas bee .Lewis Martin 
Rev. Charles Haimmond... 


Kdmund tieorge 


Whittaker... .ccscccccseces Charles Northrup 
_ FPPTTT TYSTTULCCT CITT. Helen Hrooks 
_ | SP Perrerrrrrii ry? fo1 Nancy Donaldson 
PetrOmine®. ..ccecsecscecevoses. Robert Allen 
Insnector Warren......ee-- Richord Abert 
Miss Lawrence... ....6ee- .Maryvy Wickes 


Rishop Jordan 
Clerk.... 


Charles Sedgwick 
leahn Mashew 








Already slated for Broadway this 
a big splash on the Big Stem; will 


public alike. 
Viewed at this strawhat on clos- 


there for a good, solid run. 
Commercially its only handicap tis 





Balance of the play is devoted to 


Pa. 

Mrs. Snowden......... ..Sally Thompson 

POUEO. ccc csstocdonvvessices seem. LAWS 

Mir, MOSSE. 6 6cebdad ct didesbe bace Louis Day 

Se <r ech as awa kiatecat-ec Frank Webb 

.. Miglin, POPERTTCeC rT rT ore Arthur Weld 

Julie Tyler. jad Nell O'Day 

ee er errerrrr rer George Linton 

Patsy Paret ; ..Polly Wood.) 
David Westor... Join Becker 


outstand- | 


pic- | 


acis by Cornelia Stab- | 


| you,’ replies Rev. Crandall. 


that it deals with religion, but a 
barrier that will soon be surmounted 
when the word-of-mouth gets around, 
for, although religion is its theme, 
and the authors have an axe to grind, 
it is so supeibly and plausibly writ- 
ten that it will appeal to both church- 
goers and agnostics aiike. Further, 
it carries a wallop, is spiced with 
good comedy relief, and is made of 
the stuff that should encourage table 
talk and drawing room discourses 
on its merits. 


Aiming at no particular denomina- 
tion of the church, ‘Mansions’ traces 
the exciting career of a young man 
who ‘gets the call,’ enters the church 





| practice the teachings of Christ as 
he interprets them, runs afoul of 
stodgy, conservative superiors, is un- 
| frocked, but remains unshaken in 
| his fundamental faith in the need of 
| liberal interpretation of God’s word 
in a modern world. 

When Peter Brent (Alexander 
Kirkland) confides in his friend, Rev. 
| Robert Crandall (Gage Clarke) that 
he has decided to study for the clergy 
and is ready to make any sacrifice, 
the young minister asks: ‘Even 
martyrdom?’ ‘Yes, even martyrdom, 
if necessary.’ 

‘Well, martyrdom is not needed. 
It’s the petty things that will bother 
The ad- 


vice is sound. 

His wealthy father disapproves of 
his decision, his mother is lukewarm, 
his sister somewhat encouraging. 


cause he cannot resist the urge to 
enter the church. However, bidding 
Joan Hollis (Flora Campbell), whom 
he loves dearly, goodbye for 


to theological study, is very impor- 
tant. The strife between his noble 
sincere intentions towards the church 
and his love for the girl supplies 
the theme for a beautiful, 








| know there's a lot of bunk in it.’ And | 


able love story through the play. 
The petty things, the politics and 
the materialistic ramifications of ec- 
clesiastics soon manifest themselves 
in theology school. There is Spencer 
Winton (Charles Sedgwick), called 
‘Stinky’ by his mates, with reason, 
who tattles to the dean. There is 
the dean, himself, who rules with an 


the | .:., prs ; bee 
three years he will have to devote | give up photographing bees, 





almost against his own will, tries to | 


jan amusement 


——2 


All of a Summer Evening 
Holyoke, Mass., Aug. 5. 


Farce in three acts (four scenes) by 
Homer Little and Myla Jo Closser; pre. 
sented by Federal Theatre Project at Mi. 
Park Casino, Holyoke, Mass., Aug. 4, °37. 
Staged by Willard Dashiell. Set, Anthony 
Schaefer. 


POMBO vd cc cccctc cans scene seeds. Peter Curto 
WORE. . ocsces 068% Oc cee Sidney Mansfield 
WIGO DOTOMG isd cs cccccascscetes Grace O'Leary 
Peter Drake, Sr.cccccccces: Frank Charlton 
SE RETT EERIE Eleanor K lemme: 
Eure CMO izes secctes < Frank Sullivan 
Miva TEOl, . ik cad 040k .-Frank O. Mayo 
SN, a 026 is ant edevccacs Charles Tagliavini 
Mari BONAMArte: ccccccdadececs Robert Burns 
BO aes «0 Veda e06es ed daed Hepes Celia Hart 
TE Bane te 3 46:40 an CE M0 4 hs abad Jack Langtois 


‘Summer Evening,’ 


premiered in 
park 


(25c. top), is 


| only spasmodically sustaining in this 


| book for 


These are relatively unimportant, be- | 


environment. It is not likely, there- 
fore, that the piece -would have a 
chance with the $3.30 mob, unless 
Some smart producer uses it as a 

a musical. In that direc- 
tion lies hope. 

Basic idea is very good and bulsg- 
ing with possibilities: a rib of .the 
big game hunters. Authors hardly 
scrape the surface, unfortunately, 
and they try to stretch out one comic 
incident into an evening’s entertaih- 
ment. Roughly, it’s this: Peter 
Drake, Sr., retired, famous big game- 
ster, has a husky, capable wife, Zoe. 
and an aesthetic photographer for a 
son. Hiram Hall, a_ second-rate, 
phony, jungle trekker, visits ‘Jungle- 
ria,” the Drakes’ Connecticut estate. 
Drake will put up $20,000 if Hall 
will call his next African jaunt the 
Hall-Drake Expedition and take 
Junior along as cameraman. Drake 
wants his boy to carry on the Drake 


|name in the tropics, and this looks 


believe- | 


like the opportunity to make him 
birds 
and flowers, 

Just as the deal is set, and Junior 
finally agrees to join the expedition. 
an animal trainer from a nearby 
circus bursts into the trophy room, 
seeking the aid of Drake and his 


i friends in the capture of an escaped 


lion. With much flourish, Drake or- 
ganizes a party for the search, and 
with an ‘On, safari!’ leaves Junior 


_behind. Needless to say, Junior cap- 
| tures the lion on his own back porch, 


iron hand, and whose idea of justice | 


is to pray for the young student who 
gets drunk under the strain of cram- 
ming for exams, then dismiss him 
from the school. In befriending his 
schoolmate, Peter loses a chance at a 
scholarship, but he sticks by the 
guns. 

In a bull session at divinity school 
he hears from one of the boys: ‘We 


posing of the two 


get up and preach this stuff, but we | 


this theory: ‘Usually a fellow goes to 


| divinity school because he seeks a 


safe, soft jeb, or because of family 
tradition, or because he is sexually 


queer and seeks escape.” 


scenes by | 


fall, ‘Mansions’ will doubtless make | 


| veloping a career. 


By the time Peter has graduated, 
Joan has married a mutual friend. 
He grits his teeth and digs into de- 
Seeking to attract 
young men and women back to the 
church, Peter arranges a dance at 
one of his early churches, but arouses 
the ire of his superior, Dr. Ward 
(Lewis Martin) who has him trans- 
ferred to another parish. His modern 
ideas do not blend with those of 
any of his other senior pastors, and 
he is transferred several times be- 
fore he opens up a mission in the 


an innocent girl, the police report 
him to his bishop and arrest him for 
obstructing justice. This leads to his 
unfrocking, but not until he has 
blasted the static administration of 
the bishop and the ‘brotherhood of 
pious mouthers of words.’ 


At a trial before the elder clergy, 
Peter, now disgusted with his inabil- 
ity to practice Christianity without 
| compromising and _ kotowing to 

vestrymen and monied subscribers, 
says nothing in rebuttal to charges 
(some true, some untrue) made by 
| his former superiors. But when Rev. 
| Crandall breaks in on the trial and 
voices his confidence in Peter's lib- 
eval philosophies. the unfrocked 
cleric finally shoots the works in a 
smashing scene that closes the play 
with a bang. 





inspired acting all combine to make 
this production ring true. 

Kirkland has a firm grasp on his 
powerful, sympathetic role, all the 
way; Miss Campbell scores heavily 
as the girl; Clarke is entirely con- 
vincing as the understanding con- 
fidant; Maurice Lister Hunt is very 
good in the role of a slightly cynical 
divinity student; Sedgwick is okay as 
‘Siinky’; Robert H. Harris makes ’em 
writhe at his interpretation of the 
bishop who advises the graduating 


church, then practices the reverse 
theory; Lewis Martin is very good 
as a crusty, hypocritical pastor: Ed- 
mund George is excellent as a 
shrewd, fairly regular minister who 
plays politics and compromises often 
to seek the path of least resistance 
in the administration of his parish. 
Ellen Hall, in a minor role of a 





probably be acclaimed by press and | femme parishioner seeking more than 


just consolation and advice from the 
handsome Peter, supplies a highlight 


ing night of a week's tryout, this! in the production. 
piece looks ready to be transported | 
almost intact to the big boards with | electric organ by Milton Lusk. be- | 
every assurance that it will remain | tween the 15 episodic scenes, is ex- 


Incidental music, written for the 


|} cellent, and well played by Hans 
Hanke. Fox. 


slums of a city. When he befriends | 


Brilliant playwriting, ace direction, | 


| the family 


| while the synthetic safari flounders 


around the underbrush of the neigh- 
borhood. 

There are a few clever lines, josh- 
ing the big game business, and the 
hunters are at 
times humorous, as well as their 
petty jealousies and constant delight 
in relating jungle experiences, but a 
great quantity of the keenest wit 
will have to be injected into this 
anaemic structure of words before it 
begins to breathe. 

Standouts in the cast are Grace 
O'Leary, as the explorer’s heity 
mate; Sidney Mansfield, as Fergus, 
retainer who shot most 


|of the big game on the Drake ex- 





peditions; Frank Mayo, as the rival 
explorer; Frank Charlton, as the 
great Drake, playing the role with 
just a bit too much restraint; and 
Peter Curto, as Junior, convincing 
most of the way as the pale youth 
who shows distaste for the raw meat 
lore of his parents. 

Miss Klemmer in a principal role 
(an ebullient, obstreperous young 
woman crowding Junior for ro- 
mance) handles her lines like a dra- 
matie school student, retarding the 
already lethargic pace. Fox. 


ACCIDENTAL FAMILY 


Dennis, Mass., Aug. 5. 


Comedy in three acis by Seymoue 
Gross: Julie Haydon featured; staged by 
Arthur Sircom; seis, Eugene C. Fitsch, 


At Cape Playhouse, Dennis, Mass., Aug. 
2, °37. 


DEGMIAD 0 0 6.00608 ce sinssons ace Evelyn Vardea 
PE ctccccceedeasas bes Walter N. Graezea 
JuliaMm crcccsccccccseceserss Norman Stuart 
LAUTY «ct sivcccceceesed ss Reed Mectlellani 
Sylvia Strom®.....-.ecececesss Julie Haydon 
CRAP 6. ccecscccccresses Richard Carison 
PRMER.. viécciuss Vinsck taseey cutee pe. See 
Bt coc cscccvccccaseccces Otto Hulett 
Officer Kdwards......e005+ Kdward Buller 
Wen 45 ate vaecdce cdededadscanke Fred Sears 
Tere rrrrrr yr rTe rrr rts Dudley Hawley 





For a first try, ‘Accidental Family’ 


|is not at all a bad job. Author Sey- 
|'mour Gross has worked up a light 


j 


| 
} 
| 


comedy with many funny situations, 
but it will need much revising be- 
fore anything can be said about 
Broadway. 

Revision will have to come in the 
first and third acts. In the first act 
the author is rather vague in motive. 
Audience is kept preoccupied al- 
most up to curtain time trying to 
find the motivation, when it should 
be concerned with getting a full 
measure of laughs out of the brittle 
dialog. Third act looks as though 
it fairly races to the climax, when 
a more leisurely pace and a clearer 
exposition of situations would be 


| more effective. 


theologs to bring new blood into the | 


| 
{ 
} 





| 


Story stems from the adventures 
of five unemployed actors who take 
over the town house of a wealthy 
family in the West Fifties, in New 
York, and proceed to make them- 
selves comfortable while waiting 10¢ 
Lady Luck to smile again. 

Quintet includes Mr. and Mrs 
Walter Gibbons, husband-wife-team 
Former is Poppy to the other mem- 
bers of the accidental family. He '$ 
a loquacious, but likeable person. 
His wife, Mommy, is continuously 
strutting, living in the glories of th? 
past. Then there is Julian, am em- 
bryonic playwright with radical 
ideas. Larry, the other male mem- 


ber of the family, is a song-writer 
and always talking about that mus'- 
(Continued on page 53) 
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Unity of Stage Unions Seen As 
Solid Front Bloc Against ClO 


Formation of an _ all-inclusive 
slignment of various performer and 
technical unions in the different 
branches of show business. will 
probably not take place before fall, 
at the earliest. Proposal was given 
preliminary approval last week by 
reps of a number of the groups that 
would be involved, but nothing 
definite was decided and the matter 
was set aside until later. 

Bodies that have tentatively 
okayed threugh their reps the ideas 
are the Screen Actors Guild. Actors 
Equity, the new American Federa- 
tion of Radio Artists, American 
Guild of Musical Artists, the Inter- 
national Alliance of Theatrical Stage 
Employees, and the American Fed- 
eration of Musicians. Informal dis- 
cussions took place last week, with 
all those present strongly favoring 
such action. 

What is holding up the plan at 
present is the unsettled state of sev- 
eral of the bodies with their own 
effairs. The reorganization of the 
Associated Actors and Artistes of 
America, comprising the SAG, AEA, 
AFRA and AGMA, for instance, is 
occupying the entire attention of 
those groups. In addition, the AFRA 
is up to its ears with its drive to 
organize the radio performer field 
nationally, while the AGMA is busy 
preparing to take over the charter 


of the Grand Opera Artists Associa- | 


tion of America, besides also taking 
an active hand in co-operating with 
the AFRA radio campaign. 

Before leaving for Chicago last 
week, George Browne, IATSE prez, 
stated publicly that his organization 
favored the proposal. AFM, how- 
ever, has its hands full at present 
with its drive against the use of 
recorded music by radio. Joseph 
N. Weber, AFM head, has expressed 
himself as for the plan. But 
ultimate adoption is figured largely 
up to him, since the AFM is one of 
the 
irenched unions in show business. 

Not so far identified with the gen- 
eral get-together of the show busi- 
ness groups, but figured as possible 
candidates are the Screen Directors 
Guild and the Authors League of 


America, with its affiliated Screen 
Writers Guild, Dramatists Guild, 
Authors Guild and Radio Writers 


Guild. 

Idea behind the tie-up of the va- 
rious groups is to stymie any move 
by the CIO to get inside show busi- 
ness. With all the above groups, 
except the Authors League (which 
is officially independent of any 
other group, but generally works at 
least in sympathy with the others) 
affiliated with the American Federa- 
tion of Labor, the CIO has a slim 
chance of horning into the picture. 
Still, it's figured, that chance would 
be even slimmer if there were a 
working agreement among all the 
bodies. Also, in case of hostilities 
with the. Broadway or Hollywood 
producers or the broadcasters, a 
unified front would insure imme- 
diate victory. 


‘Take It’ Still Big 
$11,000 in Chi, 27th 
Week; ‘Bro. Rat’ Due 


Chicago, Aug. 10. 

Town now waiting for ‘Brother 
Rat,’ due in on Aug. 22 at the Sel- 
wyn. Next door, at the Harris, “You 
Can't Take It with You’ continues, 
going into its 27th week. Little fluc- 
tuations in the biz, rarely more than 
one or two grand. 

WPA gets a new 
shortly. ‘Lonely Man’ 
Blackstone on Saturday (14) and will 
be replaced by lineup of three one- 
acters. ‘O Say Can You Sing?’ slated 
for Great Northern exit Aug. 21, 











set of shows 


replace. 
Estimate fer Last Week 
‘You Can’t Take It With Yeu,’ 
Harris (1,000; $2.75) (27th week). Go- 
ing along in excellent shape. Down 
slightly to $11,000 last week, but still 
@ wonder coin show at the run. 


WPA 
‘Lenely Man,’ Blackstone. Goes 
out on Saturday (14). 
‘O Say Can You Sing? Great 


Wine of Choice” new comedy by 


its | 


largest and most deeply wat Donna Earl, Mary Hutchinson, 


+ 











Connelly’s Duo 


Mare Connelly will probably be 
represented on Broadway next sea- 
son by two plays, one of his own 
production and one on the Theatre 
Guild list. 

Latter is an adaptation of a 
French play. Other is an original 
merely in the outline shape but 
which Connelly hopes to have com- 
pleted by about November. Figures 
on doing it himself as quickly as 
possible. ' 

Connelly returns from Hollywood 
next week to get started on a road 
company of ‘Having Wonderful 
Time,’ since the current N. Y. show 
is expected to hang on indef. 


RAIN NICKS. 
FESTA GROSS 





Schenectady, N. Y., Aug. 10. 
The unusually rainy weather, 
coupled with chilly nights, during 
the month of July, had some effect 
on the attendance at the Mohawk 
Drama Festival, Union College 


Campus, but despite this, admissions | 


totalling 13,810 were recorded for 
the first four weeks. The top audi- 
ence numbered 1,720, for a perform- 
ance of ‘The Farmer Takes a Wife,’ 
which, although a period play, was 
the only one of recent Broadway 
vintage carded for the 1937 Festival. 
Normal capacity is 1,500 in the out- 
door theatre. 

The season's final piece, offered 
for the sixth week, is ‘Bourgeois 
Gentieman, with general director 
Charles D. Coburn in the leading 
role. Rosalind Ivan, William Post, 





Central City Backers 
Satisfied Even Though 


Denver, Aug. 10. 

Ceniral City backers, as well as 
| the Zuarantors, are enthused at the 
lower deficit this year. Although the 
gross at the three-week run of ‘A 
Doll's House’ was considerably less 
than last year, production costs were 
down, resulting in less red ink. 

Gross ran about $25,000 this year 
as against around $32,000 last. The 
play opened to a practical sellout 
this year, then dropped for a week 
but built during the last two. Word 
|of mouth, praising the play after it 
|had been under way for a week, 
| was credited for the pickup. 
from the Teller 
where the night club was housed, 
old fashioned square dances were 
staged whenever the crowd wanted 
them. Richard Aldrich, N. Y. pro- 
ducer, staged the affair and coordi- 
nated all of the Central City ac- 
| tivities. 





Across House, 


Jed Harris produced and directed 
‘Doll's House’ with the following 
cast: Ruth Gordon, Walter Slezak, 
Dennis King, Sam Jaffe, Inga Hill, 
| Margaret Waller, Hope Gandin and 
Harold Johnsrud. 





| IN GOLDEN’S ‘SUSAN’ 
} 1 ae . 
| Osgood Perkins gets the male lead 
| in ‘Susan and God,’ new Rachel 
|Crothers play for John Golden pro- 
| duction, with Gertrude Lawrence 
starred. 

Kenneth Thomson, executive sec- 
retary of the Screen Actors’ Guild, 
was offered the role and wanted it. 
He didn’t want to take more than a 
three months’ leave of absence from 
his SAG task, however, and Golden 
insisted on a run of the play con- 
tract. 

Golden figures ‘Susan’ will run 
more than three months and doesn’t 
| want to have to change leading men 





| Fairfax Burgher, Roland Bottomley, | in mid-season. 


| 
| 


| 





Le Roi Operti, John Burke, Henry | 


Buckler, Viola Patterson, Richard 


Sisson, Hal James and Hugh Norton | 
have the other speaking parts. Fifty | 


dancers take part in “Turkish Ballet,’ 
staged by the Marmein Sisters. 
Both last and this year, the festi- 
val opened with a Shakesperean 
opus and closes with a Moliere com- 
edy. Sheldon Cheney, the final guest 
lecturer, spoke Sunday night on ‘The 
Theatre in a Changing World.’ Di- 
rector Coburn will bring the series 
to a close next Sunday evening (15). 


CASTERS PASSING UP 
LEGIT FOR PIX, RADIO 


Factor in tendency of producers 
to cast their own shows without de- 
pending on talent agents is the fact 
that a number of the _ leading 
agencies waive commissions for ac- 
tors in the lower salary brackets. 
Since establishment of the $40-a- 
week minimum by Equity, number 








| of managers paying more than that 
| for minor parts is significantly less. 





} 


scrams the | 





S. N. Behrman, has been added to! 
the roster of Theatre Guild produe- | 
' Boy.’ 


tions for forthcoming season. 


| There are consequently fewer com- 


mission parts for the agencies to 
cast, resulting in dectfeasing inter- 
est in legit among the agents. 

Answer, of course, is that talent 
agencies have now nearly all 
branched into other fields of show 
business, in many cases to such an 
extent that legit is now a minor 
portion of the intake. Films and 
lately radio now get the greatest 
attention from agents. 


Hedgerow Plans 


Autumn Repertory | 


Philadelphia, Aug. 10. 
Hedgerow Theatre, having wound 


: ry - | up its four-week Shaw Festival, will 
with ‘Monesh,’ a Yiddish piece, to | 


add several plays to its repertory 
during the fall months. 

Next opening in the Rose Valley 
playhouse is John Ferguson Black's 
‘Penny Wise,’ opening next Monday. 
This is not a premiere, however, as 
the piece was done in New York last 


spring. 


On Tuesday, September 14, Hedge- | 
| row will give the American premiere 


of an Irish play, ‘Bystander.’ They 
already have a number of Irish plays 
in their repertory including O’Casey’s 
‘Plough and the Stars,’ Synge’s ‘The 


| Playboy of the Western World’ and 


several comedies by Lennox Robin- 
son, including “The White Headed 


Going Out! 


| First of the past season holdovers 
figured to span the summer but 
succumbing to the heat is “Tovaritch,’ 
Gilbert Miller's production of a 
French import, which will give up 
Saturday night (14) at the Plymouth 
after 42 weeks. 

Show was a click practically all 








‘TOVARICH’ 
Opened Oct. 16, °36. Critics 
were almost unanimous in her- 


alding this as a smash, the only 
exception beimg a single no- 


opinien. Atkinson (Times) 
called it ‘a most palatable com- 
edy.” 

Variety (Ibee) declared ‘tt 


looks like a cinch.’ 











the way. Dropped off to near $8,000 
about a month ago and has been 
going along to that approximate 
pace ever since. Figured it might 
pick up again, but, with an approxi- 
mate $9.000 nut, was decided to drop 
out of the race. 





Ft. Worth, Aug. 10. 
Equity has definitely asked Mrs. 
| Emily Holt to come back to N. Y. 
jand help out in an administrative 
way during the current reorganiza- 
| tion. Whether she will accept or not 
is still, however, uncertain. 

Mrs. Holt said today that she is 
withholding her answer until she 
| consults with Harper Holt, her oil 
|man husband. He is now in Cali- 
fornia and is due back late this 
| week. She says it all depends on his 
attitude, since the job would require 
| heavy commuting between New 
| York and here, where her home is 


located. 

| Geletnied 

| There has been persistent report 
in New York that Mrs. Holt will 
come back to take over reins at 
| Equity. 


In Red on ‘Doll’s House’. 
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Week: Only 8 Shows Surviving 





Moore’s B’way Trio 


Raymond Moore has acquired pro- | 
‘Marriage Royal,’ | 


duction rights to 


by Robert Walleston, and 


skedded it as first of a trio of pro- | 


ductions he will make on Broadway 
in forthcoming season. 

Piece was strawhat tested at Cape 
Playhouse, Dennis, Mass., last month 
with Margarét Anglin and Tamara 
in central roles, with duo probably 
heading reproduction cast. 


L. A. SITS BACK 


Heal 
legits 
srosses 

; much, 


took its toll of Broadway 
again last week, although 
in general did not change 
Most of the list was down 
decimally, with two, however, claim- 
ing to be up a point or two. De- 


has | spite that, one show, “‘Tovarich.’ de- 


cided that enough is enough, and 


|has agreed to call the whole thing 


TO AWAIT FALL: 


Los Angeles, Aug. 10. 

After one of its most successful 
seasons in years, Biltmore winds up 
(14) for the summer, following four 
weeks with ‘Brother Rat’ to substan- 
tial returns. 

Fall season will open in early Sep- 
tember, with limited booking of 
‘Story to Be Whispered,’ Coast pro- 
duction by Arch Selwyn and Edgar 
MeGregor, piece being groomed for 
New York this fall. First road show 
coming in will be George Abbott's 
‘Room Service,’ opening Oct. 4, for 
four weeks, with ‘You Can't Take It 
with You’ following in early No- 
vember, for possible five-week stay. 

Estimate for Last Week 

‘Brother Kat,’ Biltmore (‘C-1,656: 
$2.75) (3d week). Comedy of mili- 
tary college life holding firm and at 
$8,500 on third week plenty oke. 
Piece now in final stanza. 

WPA 


off, folding next Saturday (14). This 
leaves only eight shows on the street, 
same figure last year at this time. 
‘Brother Rat’ also has decided to give 
up the struggle and has entered the 
last four weeks, dropping out on 
Sept. 4 for road-dates, 

Open-air operettas at Jones Beach 
and Randalls Island continued to de 
mop-up biz last week, both spots 
approaching the $20,000 mark, which 
means smiles a-plenty and about 
30% up on totals a year ago. 

Straw-hat tryouts in the sticks get 
a good push, at last, last week, after 
an indifferent start, when 14 new 
plays were tested. At least three 
plays barned during the week are a 
cinch for Broadway. Only five new 
ones being looked at this week, 
which is normal, and the scouts are 


| sighing with relief. 


| day 


WPA brought in a new play Mon- 
night (9) for a two-week run 
at the Maxine Elliott. ‘Trial of Dr. 
Beck’ is a mixed-cast unit previously 
seen in Jersey. 

Estimates for Last Week 

‘Babes in Arms,’ Shubert (18th 
week) (M-1,385-$3.30). Up again a 
bil, an exception to the rule last 
week; only musical in town got 
about $15,500, which is just about 
even break, 

‘Brether Rat,’ Biltmore (35th week ) 
(C-991-$3.30). Still plenty profitable 
at $6,000, but readying for road; 
drops out Sept. 4. 

‘Having Wonderful Time,’ Lyceum 
(25th week) (CD-1,000-$3.30). Off a 
bit to about $6,000, but that’s not too 


| bad; sure to pick up again and hang 


‘Merry Wives of Windser,’ Holly- | 


wood Playhouse. Shakespearean 
comedy holds through month. 
‘Pursuit of Happiness,’ Mayan. 
Comedy debuts Aug. 11, O. D. Wood- 
ward directing. 
‘Pinocchio,’ Greek theatre, geis un- 
der way Aug. 10. 





‘DRAMATISTS MULL 
NEW SEASON SETUP. 


Board of Directors of the Drama- 
tists Guild met yesterday afternoon 
(Tuesday) to discuss new season 
plans and setup. 

American Theatre Council activi- 
ties and several minor contract is- 
sues were taken up, but no definite 
action of any kind taken, although 
several matters were referred to ihe 
council for action, 


‘Hoboemia’ Musical 


*‘Hoboemia,’ new musical with book 
and lyrics by Ellwood Engelhart and 
music by Edward. King, is being 
prepped for production late next 
month via Times Square Prods., of 
which Harry Nelson is managing di- 
rector. 

Cast will 
Jo Ann Ward, Herman King, Martha 
Brown, Larry Morton, Timothy Ring, 
Ann Carroll and Flo Dempsey, 
among others. Book will be staged 
by Edward King, with Marion Mar- 








Mrs. Holt Not Sure About Returning — 
To Equity; Producers Fear Politics 





tette staging dances and numbers. 


the Equity staff and, it is understood, 
if she agrees to return, will have a 
co-directorship with Paul Dulzell. 
Move is necessitated by the removal 
of Frank Gillmore, prez, to the presi- 
dency of the reorganized 4 A’s, with 
the feeling that someone must take 
over the actual Equity work, what 
with the new season approaching. 
Neither Equity nor Mrs. Holt would 
previously admit, however, that she 
had been officially invited to come 
back. She has lived in Ft. Worth 
for several years now. 

Meantime, on Broadway. there is 


;}a constantly rising feeling of impa- 


tience on the part of show people 
who would like to know just what is 


what and who is who. Producers 
are afraid that the politics.ai Equity 
;}may become involved and perhaps 





She is an attorney who for- | muddle production schedules. 


which 


merly was an important member of | are just about ready to get started. 


on for quite a spell. 


‘Room Service,’ Cort (13th week) 
(C-1,059-$3.30). Playing right along 
in the big time; $14,500 last week. 
which is slightly off the running, but 
nearly capacity. 

‘The Women,’ Barrymore (33d 
week) (C-1,048-$3.30). Still in the 
nice coin brackets; at $13,500 off a 
grand from the week before, but 
lovely to look at. 

‘Tebacce Road,’ Forrest 
week) (D-1,107-$1.65). Nothing can 
stop this one; it goes on and on: 
about $5,200 last week, more than 
enough profit. 

‘Tovarich,’ Plymouth (42d week) 
(CD-1,036-$3.30). Giving up next 
Saturday (14); goes on the road in 


(192d 


| September; about $7,500 last week 





include John Dale, Jr., | 


t 


| 


| 


again, not bad, but it takes $9,000 to 
break. 


‘Yes, My Darling Daughier,’ Play- 
house (27th week) (C-878-$3.30). 
Another of the babies figured to run 
through another season; about $8.000 
last week claimed, which is about 
$1,000 up on the previous week. 

‘You Can’t Take It With Yeu,’ 
Booth (35th week) (C-708-$3.30). 
Standing room at every performance 
and no kidding; over $15,000 again. 

Revivals 

‘Of Thee I Sing,’ Jones Beach: 

open-air performances holding up 


splendidly. ° 
‘Gay Diveree,” Randalls Island: 


open air; nearly capacity claimed last 
week, 


s WPA 
‘Swing It,’ Adelphi; colored musi- 


| Cal hanging on to slim pickings. 


‘The Trial ef Dr. Beck,’ Maxine 
Elliott; mixed-cast whodunit opened 


, Monday (9) for a two-week run. 


~ PINK 


| 





LADY’ $35,000, 
FINE, IN ST. LOUIS 


a 


St. Louis, Aug. 10. 

Revival of Reginald De Koven’s 
comic opera, ‘Robin Hood,’ was given 
ws the 10th production of the cur- 
rent season at Forest Park's al fresco 
theatre Monday night (9) and 
| krossed approximately $3,500. 
_ Strong cast was headed by John 
Gurney, Met opera baritone, making 
| his final appearance of the season 
| here; Mary Hopple, Wilbur Evans, 
| Margaret Daum, Eric Mattson. Joseph 
| MacCauley, George Meader, Detmar 
Poppen, Ruth Urban and Annamary 
| Dickey, all of whom scored. : 

Ballet master Theodore Adolphus 
who, in collaboration with dance di- 
| rector Al White, Jr., conceived out- 
| standing routines for the line of 24 
last week for “The Pink Lady,’ re- 
peated with new dance numbers 
which clicked. Municipal Opera's 
singing chorus also acquitted itself 
well. Art director Ray Sovey, aided 
by huge oaks growing on both sides 
of the stage, constructed realistie set- 
lings 

‘Pink Lady,’ which closed. a seven- 
night run Sunday (8), estimated $35,< 
OOO for Satisfactory biz. Good 
weather aided. 
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Theatres 





ACCIDENTAL FAMILY} 


(Continued from page 56) 


eal comedy he hopes to have pro- 
duced. Last member of the family 


is Sylvia Strong, who has no past, | even with extensive revisions, which 


but a future to worry about. 

One rainy night they meet under 
a tree in Central Park. They all 
know each other from warming the 





benches in agents’ offices. Mommy 
hits on the idea of taking over the 
Mariin Fenwick home for the sum- 
mer. Curtain rises on the drawing- 
room of the Fenwick mansion. It’s 
Saturday night and Mommy and 
Poppy are waiting for their ‘chil-| 
dren’ to return home with the usual | 


rations of bologna and beer for the 
Sa‘urday night supper. 
While waiting for the feast, | 


Mommy and Poppy talk about their | 
hey-days in the theatre, and about | 
a certain young man, Charlie, who 
has the strange habit of visiting the 
accidental family every Saturday 


| convent nuns. 
|is frightened by a brigand in red 


behind convent walls, when treated 
in a mood that is capricious, at times 
lend themselves to a variety of re- 
actions, let alone being made a tar- 
get of public carping. 

‘The Devil’s Moon’ hasn't a chance, 


makes it a shame that it shows 
flashes of intelligent writing. Man- 
ley has worked up a few scenes 
which sparkle with clever dialog, but 


these are not enough to justify the | 





play’s production on the metropol- | 


itan stage. 
Piece is laid in a quiet garden of 


a Spanish convent in the 18th cen- 
tury. When the religious inmates 
of the convent catch a_ fleeting 


“limpse of the baker boy’s red pants, 


the werd is spread that the devil 
himself has visited the convent to 
carry on a clandestine affair with 


Nella, a girl who has grown to wom- 
anhood under the careful eyes of the 
Later when a bishop 


pants and red cloak, everyone is 


night, and then passes out from the| convinced that the odor of brimstone 


effects of liquor. 
falls on the first act, 


the audience | 
knows that Charlie 


is 


When the curtain} jingers in the air. 


In between times, when the bishop, 


actually |g priest and the nuns are concerned 


Charles Martin Fenwick, and that| with a satirical treatment of the 


his visits have been 
posely to see who had taken over | 
the ancestral mansion while his 


folks were vacationing in Maine. 
Charlie lets Sylvia in on his secret 


staged pur-| devil's 


and then proceeds to straighten out | 


the tangled lives of the quintet. How 
he does 
the rest of the play. 
family 
pets them loads 
good fat contracts. 
Except for Julie Haydon’s Sylvia 
Sirong, the work of the cast is uni- 
formly good. Miss Haydon dis- 
plays a tenseness throughout 
evening that is not compatible with 
the lightness her role demands. Con- 


of publicity and 


forms the motivation for | 
By having the | cast, 
arrested in a raid, Charlie| Father 


| 


the | 


| 
} 


sequently there are times when this} 


tenseness is 
members of the cast. 

Principal acting honors go 
a buxom actress who is forever re- 
minding everyone of her glorious 
days in Troy and Syracuse. Miss 
Varden characteristically brings 
snap to her lines, and her work is 
a highlight of the evening. 

Walter Greaza does a workman- 
like job as Poppy and Richard Carl- 
son’s Charlie is also excellently 
handled. 

Gross has endowed his play with 
much jargon familiar to New York- 
ers, and those connected with the 
theatre. A short prologue, perhaps, 
depicting the meeting under the 
tree in Central Park, would set the 
audience right. Tacking on five min- 
utes or so extra time cannot harm 
the production. It ran less than 
two hours on opening night. Marc. 


THE DEVIL’S MOON 


Matunuck, R. I. Aug. 3. 

Comedy in three acts presented by Sid- 
ney Harmon in association with Theatres- 
lby-the-Sea, Matunuck, R. 1.; written by 
William Ford Manley; staged by Halsted 
Wetles; set, Johannes Larsen. 

Slater: AMOS. 6. ckcccdes Caroline Hambleton 
BOWEN 6 6400 05.0.06060005560048.60 Ann Freeman 


Sister Genevieve....eeeee-Virginia Weaver 
Sister Penelope...cccecvcccces: Marion Urmy 
Sister Alise......e6 ceéecccessccapivin. Field 
Dinter PEMTIMA. >. ci ecesescsees Tookie Hunter 
Sister Grace... oe cevcvccsves Ueecess Lee Pope 
Puther PRG. isepaccssdsesser John Hoysradt 
Ps ivdceeaacss sn T, Edward Hambleton 
Mother Angelica....... Zamah Cunnineoam 
MOET Seve s sé twice esoarveiest Arthur Sachs 
The Bishop....... Sedctsidete Russell Collins 
SOW aciwasees PTV TTEVEr TL George Macready 
Ephano....cccccees Robert ce San Marzano 
SPOMUMMO niet onliénees. 60s abd Alfred Etcheverry 
Wr IE EEA tance bakes cicden Harold Moffet 
Be Fe Peer pre epee John Straub 





Had the playwright concentrated 
on making ‘The Devil’s Moon’ either 
straight satire or straight drama, he 
might have had something. But Man- 
Iev poured in both, and they don’t 
mix. 

‘foreover, Playwright 


Manley 
teckled a tough theme. 


Activities 


telegraphed to other | 


to | 
Evelyn Varden’s characterization of | 





visit, the script pictures 
Nella’s struggles to get into the out- 
side world and taste love. First it’s 
with the baker’s boy, then with the 
brigand, Jan, and finally with an 
army officer sent to slay the brigand. 
Two extremes fail to jell, notwith- 
standing the splendid work of the 
particularly John Hoysradt’s 
Paul and Russell 
frightened bishop. 

Only amusement first-nighters here 
got out of the play was from the 
performances, but aside from Hoys- 
radt and Collins, the work of the 
others seldom rises above the banal- 
ities of the script. Marc. 


Western Union, Please! 


Dennis, Mass., Aug. 9. 

‘Western Union, Please!’ premiered 
here tonight at Raymond Moore's 
Cape Playhouse. Appears to be 
aimed more at films than the legit- 
imate stage. Perhaps the fact that 
the authors, Frances Goodrich and 
Albert Hackett, are of the Hollywood 
scenario fraternity explains it. It 
appears a natural for screen custom- 
ers, and hopeful for legit. Gener- 
ously sprinkled with gags, this com- 
edy-farce roused plenty of laughs 
frony a strawhat audience composed 
mainly of women. It’s a piece that 
will appeal solidly to family audi- 
ences as well. 

Danny Daley (Percy Kilbride), a 
good-natured slob, has been missing 
from home for seven years when the 
curtain rises, and it is soon learned 
that his wife Jennie (Evelyn Varden) 
is planning to sell the house, now 
surrounded by valuable business 
property, to an oily slicker by the 
name of Stoddard (Otto Hulett), who 
has connived to have Daley declared 
legally dead so they can close the 
deal at a low figure. Aurora Neus- 
bickle (Mabel Paige), a deaf, fidgety 
old maid sister of Jennie, and Alice, 
pretty young daughter still loyal to 
her missing dad, complete the Daley 
household. A young surveyor from 
New York is also hanging around on 
matters of business and love. Alice 
tells him her father swore he 
wouldn’t return until he had made 
good, and she believes in him. Tele- 
grams on the eve of the signing of 
the deed of sale announce Daley’s 
return. At the close of the first act 
he bursts in on his wife, dressed in 
a Western Union outfit. It’s a swell 
curtain, and the real climax of the 
piece. 

Much comedy revolves’ about 
Daley’s enthusiastic loyalty to Wu 
and his quotes from the pep talks of 
the service manual. ‘All big men 
Started at the bottom,’ he tells his 
wife after she recovers from a faint. 
‘Yes, but you've been going from 








1. MILLER 


semi-annual 


SHOE SALE 


OO incenue 


models made 
expressly for 
1. Miller. Orig. 
8.95 and 9.75 


1. Miller Beauti- 
fuland Deluxe 
models 
Originally 
12.75 t0 15.75 


90 


WHITE, Dork and Colored shoes, but not every style in avery site 


IN 3 STORES ONLY 
450 FIFTH AVENUE + 49 WEST 34th STREET - 1552 BROADWAY 





Current Road Shows 


—_—— 


WEEK AUG. 9 
‘Brother Rat,’ Biltmore, Los 


geles. 


‘You Can't Take It With You,’ 


Harris, Chicago. 





Summer Theatres 


(NEW PLAYS THIS WEEK) 
‘Alice,’ Barter Theatre, Abingdon, 
Va. 


‘Catch a Comet by It’s Tail,’ Sum-| road company of ‘Room Service’ to 


mer Theatre, Kennebunkport, Me. 
‘Reno,’ 


| hegan, Me. 





‘So Refined,’ Sarobia Theatre, Ed- 
dington, Pa. 
‘Step Into My Parlor,’ Parrish 


Memorial Hall, Southampton, L. I. 
‘Western Union, Please,’ Cape 
Playhouse, Dennis, Mass. 


JANITORS PICKET CASS, 





An- 





! 
1 


Lakewood Theatre, Skow-| Leaning on Letty’ with Charlotte 


| 


DETROIT, BUT BIZ OKE. 





Detroit. Aug. 10. 


ithe time in opposish to Wynn. 


Pickets of the Detroit Theatre Jan- | 


itors’ Union threatened closing of 
‘Room Service,’ which opened at the 
Cass Sunday night (8) unless the 
theatre recognizes the union, but the 


box office was not affected, either 
| Sunday or Monday nights. Grossed 
approximately $2,700 on the two 
nights, very nice. 

Ray Cornell, picket leader, who 
wired Joseph Weber of the Musi- 


Collins’ | 


cians’ Union and Frank Gillmore of 
Equity for aid, declared that the 


|} union would close the play if neces- 








sary to gain recognition. 
also said that five employees of the 
theatre had joined in the strike, 
which was denied by Manager Harry 
McKee. 





Boston to bottom until now you're 
taking jobs away from children,’ is 
the comeback. 

Joe Graybell (Philip Huston), the 
surveyor, and old Daley get chummy, 
discuss the Stoddard -deal, 
gate and find plenty phony, and ulti- 


| early 


; 


| Empire, 


investi- | 


Cornell | 


mately trim the slicker to the tune | 


of $40,000. 
Kilbride’s character is richly em- 
broidered, and he grabs off a load of 


howls during the performance. Miss 
Varden fits the role of wife per- 
fectly and registers nicely. Miss 


Paige’s fidgeting with her mechanical 
hearing apparatus, misunderstanding 
of dialog between other characters, 
her frequent threats to leave the 
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PHILLY MARKS TIME 
ON NEW LEGIT SEASON 


Philadelphia, Aug. 10. 

Exact schedule of legit opening 
dates here hasn’t been announced 
with weather conditions probably 
being taken into consideration. 

Present plans, however, still call 
for re-lighting of Chestnut Street 
Opera House on Aug. 30 with special 





be followed, three weeks later, by 


Greenwood. Forrest expects to open 
Sept. 6 with Arthur Hopkins’ try- 
out, ‘Blow, Ye Winds’ and now defi- 
nitely announces Ed Wynn musical, 
‘Hooray for What!” on Oct. 4, which 
means that Helen Hayes’ engage- 
ment in ‘Victoria Regina’ won’t come | 
in until late October. 

Erlanger is not figuring on opening 
until mid-September. This _ indie 
house, directed again solely by Sam- 
uel Nixon-Nirdlinger, will also have 
a musical (Norman bel Geddes) in 
October, probably at least part of 


‘Brother Rat’ is skedded for an 
fall run here and so is the 





Noel Coward ‘Tonight at 8:30" cycle, 
now being toured by Robert Hender- | 
son and Estelle Winwood. 


| 
PORT CHESTER, N.Y., STH 
LEVENTHAL $1 HOUSE 


Embassy, Port Chester, N. Y., goes | 
legit next week (16) with eastern 
road company of ‘Dead End’ as in- 
itialer under new policy. House will 
be fifth link in chain of Jules Lev- 
enthal $1 top circuits, others being 
Brighton, Brighton Beach, N. Y.;} 
Providence; Convention 
Hall, Asbury Park. and Garden Pier | 
theatre, Atlantic City. | 

With acquisition of Port Chester ' 
house, circuit will now have five | 
weeks for available attractions. 

‘Boy Meets Girl,’ which disbanded 
two weeks ago, will be reassembled 
to follow ‘Dead End’ at Port Chester 











land probably a repeat around the 


| on initial trip. ‘Tobacco Road,’ head- 


house in a pout, all add a great deal | 


of comic zest to the proceedings. 
Houston is okay as the love interest 
for Alice, played by Martha Scott 
ably, and the other players are well 
cast in their respective roles. Direc- 
tion by Arthur Sircom is excellent, 
and ditto for the single set, reeking 
with authenticity, by Eugene 

Fitsch. For, 


RENO 
Skowhegan, Me., Aug. 9. 

‘Reno,’ which opened here tonight, 
has definite Broadway possibilities. 
Written by John Haggart and pre- 
sented by the Lakewood Players, the 
comedy-drama is a colorful and in- 
teresting panorama of life in the 
Nevada city. It is a modern slant on 
the easy divorce racket and there is 
novelty in its treatment of the-cow- 
boy angle and the romances of the 
divorcees who decide to live a life 
of freedom in the west. 

Haggart, author of ‘Mackerel Skies,’ 
produced on Broadway several sea- 
sons ago, has a good sense of con- 
struction and a facility for character- 
ization, the play being filled with 
small but sharply etched portraits. 

Central figure of ‘Reno’ is Chris- 
tine Wentworth, who comes from the 
east to secure a divorce. She falls 
in love with Roy, a cowboy, and mar- 
ries him after her divorce is grant- 
ed. Within a year she finds herself 
the proprietor of a ranch that takes 
paying guests. She’also discovers 
that Roy thinks only of his horses 
and of making love to every woman 
who drifts along. At the end of the 
story she is ready to divorce Roy 
and contract a third marriage, this 
time with Jeffrey Townsend, a man 
of her own class. This final romance 


C. | N. H., 








is indicated, rather than = stated 
definitely. 

Play is filled with types of di- 
vorcees, parasites and hangers-on | 


who fill Reno, and is more or less a 
humorous expose of the way life 
goes on in an artificial atmosphere. 

Selena Royle plays Christine with 
naturalness and effectively portrays 
the girl, who is an exceptionally be- 
lievable person. Most of the sophis- 
ticated lines go to Wilette Kershaw 
as Olive Smithfield, another divorcee. 
Grant Mills as Roy, the cowboy, and 
Charles Farrell, picture actor. as 
Jefirey, have the leading male roles, 
although other important characters 
are played by Katherine Meskil, A. 
H. Van Buren, Ben Lackland, Jes- 
samine Newcombe, William David. 
Marian Shockley and David Shelley. 


Settings are excellent and the first | the colony was established, 


night audience, which 


with enthusiasm. Hend. 


| 





practically | wright Green stuck to his historical 
filled the theatre, received the play | facts. 


circuit since it was a money | 
| 


ed by Taylor Holmes, will also do 





| penetrate picket 


——wme 


-——— 


FTP Equityites 
Guilty; Suspend 
$50 Fines Each 


- Equity Council heard charges yes- 
terday (10) against group of Equity 
members, employed in units of the 


Federal Theatre Project, who al- 
legedly disobeyed rules by par- 
ticipating in one-day stoppage last 


May 27, as protest against dismissals 


from WPA. 


About 44 of the 54 in- 
volved were adjudged fuilty and 
each fined $50, but fines were sus- 
pended. 


Session took all afternoon and the 
allegedly recalcitrant actors and 
actresses were heard in groups so 
as to facilitate matters at the hear- 
ing. About 10 others involved in the 
same charges begged off from yes- 
terday’s session on account of being 
out of town. These will be given 
hearings at a later date. 

At the hearing most of the actors 
claimed reason they did not sign in 
at theatres as instructed on May 27 
was because of their inability to 
lines of City Pro- 
jects Council and other unions that 
had called and engineered the stop- 
page. 

Two members who had retained 
attorneys to represent them had to 
go through without legal representa- 
tion since Equity nixed appearance 
of the barristers upon premise that 
the hearing was strictly an associa- 
tion matter. 

On day of stoppage union affiliates 
of American Federation of Labor 
voted a non-participant in the WPA 
stoppage. Immediately after Frank 
Gillmore, Equity prexy, wired all 
Equity members of the Project not to 
participate but to report for work 
as usual. Of all the 800 Equity mem- 
bers employed on WPA, all signed in 
as ordered on night of stoppage, save 
54 who precipitated the charges. All 
WPA legits were crippled and gave 
no shows on that evening. 

It is unlikely any appeal will be 
taken from Equity Council decision, 
which was unanimous. 


ENGAGEMENTS 





a repeater and follows “Boy ante, Ernita Lascelles, ‘Agamemnon of 

Port Chester. | Aeschylus,’ Colony Theatre, Ogun- 
| quit, Me. 

Elsie Eyre, ‘Patience,’ Matunuck, 


‘GOD INNIS’ READYING 


‘The God Innis,’ by Helen Rovene | 
Williams and George Dowell, will 
be preemed next week at Rye Beach, 
by the Farragut Players. 
William Morris office has set Ed- 
ward Trevor to star in the produc- 
tion. 





FTP Review 


THE LOST COLONY 


Charlotte, N. C., Aug. 8. 


A symphonic play with music and dances, 
presenied in the outdoor Roanoke Island 
Waterside Theatre, Manteo, Roanoke 
Island, N. C., three nights a week, Writ- 
ten by Paul Green. Staged and directed 
by Samuel Selden. Frederick H. Koch, 
supervising director, Erle Stapleton, musi- 


eal director. Mrs, Alexander Mathis, pro- 
duction associate. Produced by the Fed- 
eral Theatre Project, the North Carolina 


Historical Commission, the Roanoke Island 
Historical Association, with agencies of the 
WPA co-operating. Lost Colony Chorus 
from the Westminister Choir School, 
Princeton, N, J. James McLendon, organ- 
ist. Dances staged by Fred Howard and 
Mary Haynsworth. 

Cast: Bedford Thurman, Anthony Roberts, 


Jack Lee, Orlando Scharff, Fred Howard, 
Charles Overman, Charles Dumont, Anges 
Miegeit, Grace Davis, Robert Atkinson, 
Gilbert Mister, Tom Fearing, Farle Mayo, 
Gaston Meekins, Howard Twyne, Sam 
Hirsch, Lillian Ashton, Anthony Roberts, 
Katherine Cale, Howard Filey, Barry 
Shannon, Eugene Langston, Raoul Henry, 


Orlando Scharff, Vom bearing, Sam Hirsch, 


Homer Austin, Jr... Martin Kellogg, Bed- 
ford Thurman, Mary Haynsworth, Marie 
Hiuff, Doris Jones, Elizabeth Hooker, Helen 
Bailey, Roxie Atkinson, Louise Meekins, 
Lesli Austin, Billy Cox, Lynn Bailey, 
William Doughtie, Edgemore Duval, Fred 
Howard, Lubin Leggette. 





‘The Lost Colony,’ in which Paul | 
Green has taken the stirring story 
of Sir Walter Raleigh’s early and un- 
successiul attempts to colonize 
America, and the story within a 
story of Virginia Dare, first white 
child born in America, and the sub- 
sequent mysterious and still unex- 
plained disappearance of the colony, 
child and all, marks a unique under- 
taking in American drama. 

He had America’s greatest mystery 
to work with and the tapestry of 
drama that he produced enriches the 


dramatic literature of the land. 
Scenes are set in England, where 
Raleigh and Queen Elizabeth 


planned the colonization effort, and 
in America on Roanoke Island where 
Play- 


R. I., and Stockbridge, Mass. 

Fred Lawrence, Margaret Swope, 
Cornelia Ely, Sherrard Pollard, Caro- 
line Ransome, David More, Tom Ma- 
son, Kermit Kegley. Vincent Gard- 
ner, Virginia Mealy, ‘Fly Away 
Home,’ Barter theatre, Abingdon, Va. 

Fred Lawrence, William Mowry, 
Barbara Correll, ‘Private Lives,’ Bar- 
ter theatre, Abingdon, Va. 

Paul Yost, Gary Mohr, Lydia 
Perera, Alan Williams, Fred Law- 
rence, Katharine Raht, Arthur Little, 
‘For Charity,’ Barter theatre, Abing- 
don, Va. 

David More, Jamie Heron, George 
Humphrey, ‘Patrick Henry,’ Barter 
theatre, Abingdon, Va. 

Robert Porterfield, ‘Sun Up,’ Bar- 
ter theatre, Abingdon, Va. 

John Cromwell, Lydia Perera. 
Gary Mohr, Robert Dryden, Cole 
McMartin George Oliver Taylor, Gil- 
bert Faatz, ‘The Petrified Forest,’ 
Barter theatre, Abingdon, Va. 

Paul Yost. John Dickens, Nell Har- 
rison, Elizabeth Sparks, “The Long 
Night,’ Barter theatre, Abingdon, Va. 

John Cromwell, Margaret Swope, 
Gary Mohr, David More, ‘Macbeth,’ 
Barter theatre, Abingdon, Va. 

Gertrude Michael, Philip Huston, 
‘Damn Deborah,’ Cape Playhouse, 
Dennis, Mass. 

Edward Trevor, ‘The God Innis,’ 
Farragut Players, Rye Beach, N. H. 
Set by the William Morris office. 

Madalyn O'Shea, ‘Elizabeth the 
ad Forty-Niners, Whitefield, 


Starr West, John Barclay, Isobel 
Ross. Teddy ones, Clement O’Logh- 
len, Miriam Battista, Arden Young, 
‘Greater Love,’ Starlight theatre, 
Pawling. N. Y. 

John Barclay, ‘The Man in Dress 


| Clothes,’ Starlight theaire, Pawling, 


— 











His story is unfolded with the 
(Continued on page 63) | 





Mgt.: LOU CLAYTON 
Berkshire Hotel, New York 
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Literati 


Circulation by States 
New York newspapers far outstrip 
el] other states in circulation but 
California’s press comprises the most 
sheets, U. S. Commerce Dept. re- 
ported Friday (6). Figures showed 
strong journalistic comeback through 


1935, although daily circulation 
figures remained under 1929. Sun- 
day total was ahead by nearly 
200,000. 





With daily and Sunday readers ag- | 
gregating over 70,000,000 only seven | 


states had evening papers, only four 
had morning, and only eight 
Sunday rags with circulations over 
the million mark. Country had 464 
a.m.’s, with 15,983,996 circulation, 
1573 p.m.'s 
tion, and 523 Sunday’s with 29,196,006 
circulation. 


Figures for leading states are: 
Number Circulation 
eg 157 2,356,113 
a ye ae 3,572,986 
Massachusetts .... 67 2,511,712 
Michigan ........ 59 1,464,976 
New YOrR «ices. 143 7,683,426 
Cena: aa eeeks « 130 2,646,872 
Pennsylvania 145 3,376,783 
Texas 123 1,429,293 

Guild Vote Aug. 18 

The referendum to decide the fu- 
jure status of the American News- 


paper Guild will be held next week, 


(18), following a decision of the In- 
ternational Executive Board on Mon- 
day. Seven questions covering al: 
the decisions of the Columbus con- 
vention will be put to the member- 
ship, which will vote individually 
and not as Guild units. ‘Shall the 
American Newspaper Guild rescind 
the action of the St. Louis conven- 
tion in affiliating the ANG with the 
CIO and sever that affiliation?’ is 
the most important of the questions 
which will be voted on. 

Only members of the ANG prior 
io June 1, and in good standing will 
participate in the vote. Altogether 
there is a voting strength of about 
11,000 in the Guild, but not all of 


had | 


with 24,886,550 circula- | 


these will vote, because of the usual | 


summer slump in dues. A few days 
remain for members to pay back 
dues to be eligible-to vote. 





New Rochester Daily? 
With over 25,000 circulation signed 
when and if, plans for the Roches- 
ter Daily Press are hanging fire, 


ius Ochs Adler, vice presideni-gen- 


eral manager of the Times, and Mrs. 
Arthur Hays Sulzberger, wife of the 
publisher of the N. Y. Times, are 
among the other sponsors. Dr. 
Everett R. Clinchy, executive head 
of the National Conference of Jews 
and Christians, is director of the In- 
stitute. 

Arthur Krock, Washington corre- 
spondent of the New York ‘Times, 
will lead a symposium on 
Opinion in a Democracy, Other 
correspondents and publishers 
pected to take part in this discussion 
are: Sir Wilmot Lewis, Washington 
correspondent of the London Times; 
Henry R. Luce, publisher of Time, 


Fortune and Life; Henry Haskell, 
editor, Kansas City Star; Frank R. 
Kent, columnist for the Baltimore 


Sun and a syndicate of newspapers; 
Herbert Agar, editorial writer for 
the Louisville Courier-Journal. 
Wilbur Forrest, executive assistant 
to the editor of the New York Her- 
ald Tribune. 

Rev. John La Farge, S.J., will pre- 
side at the round table discussion 
of the religious press. At a session 
dealing with radio, Sept. 3, the Rev. 
James M. Gillis, C.S.P., editor of 
The Catholic World and broadcaster 
on the Catholic Hour over NBC, 
speak on ‘The Radio and 


will 
Religion.’ 


Dell's Abbreviated Title 
Dell Publications will add a new 
nag to their list next month titled 
‘Mr.’ First issue will contain 132 


pages of material, with color illus- | 


trations throughout. It will 
pocket size and sell for a quarter. 

Mag will have masculine appeal, 
contain both fiction and 
and cartoons in_ color. 
Anthony, editor Ballvhoo, 
also edit this one. 


be 


of will 


B’klyn Eagle’s Sunday Supp 
Brooklyn Sunday Eagle is issuing 
a weekly supplement titled ‘Trend’ 
with George Currie, former boor 


reviewer and sports writer, editing. | 


Format is full newspaper size page, 
with combination of material similar 
to that of Time and Life mags. 
Lyle Dowling, formerly managing 
editor of the paper is an associate 


| as is Winston Burdette. Former was 


with members of the Journal Em-| 


ployes Assn. and former 


Hearst | 


Publisher Meyer Jacobstein seeking | 


lo line up finances. 


one-man control of the newspaper 
situation in the city. 

Flash, weekly green sheet selling 
for # dime, has folded. Replaced 


nickel, with Dick Smith, former 
Hearst reporter, editing. Selling as 
‘Rochester's new newspaper,’ and 
claiming 25,000 circulation the first 
week. 
The Pest’s Pep 

Newspapermen 
observers have been commenting on 
the Saturday Evening Post’s re- 
newed pep. Many date its virility, 
away from previously staid lines, as 


Chief basis for | 


the new sheet is public reaction to} jast week and the matter will again 





being coincidental with the eleva- | 


lion of Wesley Winans Stout to the 
ehief editorship. 

SEP has been going in for a wider 
assortment of stories and articles, 
including an obvious bid for the 
‘popular’ reader interest via pieces 
on Hollywood, eic. The general in- 
formality, too, of the backpage 
Keeping Posted commentary on 
writers and stories is regarded as 
a new keynote of the Satevepost. 





L. A. Times Weakens 

Los Angeles Times, fighting threat- 
ened encroachments of the News- 
paper Guild, went on the five-day 
week last Sunday (8), with staff re- 
ceiving same pay handed out form- 
erly for six days. Paper also gave 
workers the privilege of working six 
days and getting seven days’ pay for 
ii. It’s understood there has been 
aggressive proselytizing among 
Times staff members engineered by 
the Guild with several on the anti- 
labor rag having secretly aligned 
themselves with the LANG unit. 

Williamstown Huddles 

Figures in newspaper, radio and 
motion pictures will take part in dis- 
cussions of these principal agencies 
of public opinion ‘from the point of 
view of their relation to ethics and 
religion, at the Institute of Human 
Relations in Williamstown, Mass., 
Aug. 29 to Sept. 3. William S. Paley 
of CBS, is one of the 36 Americans 
sponsorine the Institute, which will 
be attended by leaders of Catholic, 
Protestant and Jewish thought. Jul- 





| his old position and 
immediately by the Banner at a, 


once secretary to Walter Pitkin. 


Redstone Avers Isolation 


Book and Magazine Guild has de- | 


cided not to drop charges against 
Standard Magazines jin the case of 
David Redstone who was reinstated 


come before the Nat'l] Labor Rela- 
tions Board. Contention is that 
Redstone has not been put back at 


criminated against for union activi- 
ties. 

It appeared last week as though 
the matter was satisfactorily settled 
when Redstone went back to work 
after several preliminary hearings 


| before the board. This is, however, 


and publication | not the case at the present time, as 


Redstone charges that he has been 
isolated from other employees and 
is not back at the position he has 
held for several years. Case is the 
first Book and Magazine Guild mat- 
ter to come to the attention of the 
NLRB. 





Rochester D. & C. Shakeup 
City desk shakeup on the Roches- 
ter Democrat & Chronicle shifts 
Wliliam Lewis from Sunday to day 
city editor, Norris Vagg from day 


city editor to the night trick, Roy ElI- 


lictt from night city editor to special 
reporting, Cliff Carpenter from as- 
sistant city editor to Sunday editor. 

Additions to the staff include copy- 


‘reader Art Wood.and reporter Jim- 


my Hart from Albany, copyreaders 
Nate Kahn, New York, and LeRoy 
Eichert, Wisconsin; photographer 
Jack Irving. New York, and sports- 
writer Paul Pinckney, Syracuse. 

Smart-Weintraub-Gingrich Again 

Esquire-Coronet, Inc.’s new mat 
which will be announced in the 
forthcoming issue of Esquire and due 
out in the fall, is titled ‘Ken,’ and 
will probably be a_ bi-monthly, 
though this has not definitely been 
decided upon. Publishers state the 
mag will be different from any other 
publications on the market, includ- 
ing the two now put out by the 
firm, and will ‘concern itself with 
the Insiders World. Likelihood is 
that Ernest Hemingway will be the 
editor. 

David Smart is to be publisher, 
William H. Weintraub, associate pub- 
lisher. and Arnold Gingrich, tem- 
porarily at least. editor. Mag will 
be ‘expertly siaffed’ but names 
have as vet been revealed. No de- 
cision as to format and other details 


no 


‘Public 


ex- | 


and | 


non-fiction | 
Norman | 


is being dis- | 





Salzburg Sensation 
Salzburg, July 30. 
Town's first traffic signal has 
been installed on the main 
square here to facilitate hand- 
ling of the motor car influx. 
Automatic blinking lights are 
attracting more attention from 
the native peasants than is the 
|} Mozart festival. 

















| have yet been worked out, but back- 
ers have been working on the plans 
| for more than a year. 

Esquire-Coronet corporation's re- 
cent balance sheet filed with the Se- 
curities & Exchange Commission 
shows that the firm possesses cash 
on hand of $1,514,000, with total as- 
sets listed as $2,500,000. Three 
months’ net income for the period 
|ending June 30 is listed as $363,522, 
|after Federal tax deductions, as com- 
| pared to $127,759 for the same period 
last year. 

Total profit for 1936 after deduct- 


surtax, was $937,000. 
than a year old, and without any 
advertising, has shown steady _ in- 
creases and has a profit of $150,000 
to date. Advertising will start in 
that magazine in the October issue. 


Coronet, less 


World Starts 

World Observer is the name of a 
new monthly mag published by the 
Lucis Publishing Co., with Ameri- 
can headquarters in New York City. 
Editors are Alice A. Bailey and 
Foster Bailey with Florence Bro- 
beck as managing editor. Purpose 
of the mag is promotion of world 
| harmony. 


Observer 


| Contributors to the first issue in- 
clude Magaret Ayer Cobb, Dane 


Rurhyar, Jay Franklin, Linton Wil- 
son, Dorothy Sabin Butler, George 
T. Tichenor, Thomas McClary, Gault 
; MacGowan, Claude Bragdon, Leonie 
Rose and Dr. Edgar J. Fisher. 


' Dodd Mead’s Contest 


a contest for the best fiction or non- 
| fiction manuscript of 70,000 to 150,- 
| 000 words written by an American 
deere man or magazine writer 


professionally employed as_ such. 


Award is a $2,000 advance against 
| royalties. 
Contest which will be judged by 


Herbert Agar 
| closes March 1, 


and Stanley Walker 
1938. 


G. L. George’s New Berth 

G. L. George, Hollywood corre- 
spondent for Ce Soir, of Paris, has 
resigned to become foreign rep for 
Associated Film Audiences. 

Sailed from New York last Friday 
(6) to set up an International Film 
'Audiences Bureau in Paris, co- 
operating with similar groups on 
the continent. 





LITERATI DEATHS THIS WEEK 

Fred Eldridge, 60, editorial execu- 
tive with Hearst for 35 years, died 
Aug. 9 in Louisiana from a bronchial 
ailment. Started newspaper work in 
Philadelphia, later becoming manag- 
ing editor of the Inquirer there. 
After several years as managing 
editor of the N. Y. Journal he went 
'to the Coast to become editorial 
| head of the L.A. Examiner. 

Before stricken he was editorial 
supervisor of all Hearst morning 
| dailies on the Coast. Survived by a 
widow, Florence Lawrence, drama 
editor of the «A. Examiner. 

Lee Jefferson Langley, newspaper- 
man and former member of Georgia 
Legislature, died Friday (6) at his 
| home in Lakeview, Ga., after a heart 
| attack. Started on Atlanta Constitu- 
tion, practiced law from 1898 to 1903, 
when he became New Orleans rep- 
resentative for Manufacturers’ Rec- 
ord. Subsequently associated with 
news staffs of Chicago American, 
, Louisville Courier Journal, Mont- 
'gomery ‘Ala.) Journal, Birmingham 
_Age-Herald and St. Louis Star. 








Percival Mullikin, 71, publicity di- | 


rector and manager of the informa- 
tion bureau of the Queensboro 
Chamber of Commerce and former 
city editor of the North Shore Jour- 
| nal, died Aug. 4 after a lone illnes 


William (Bunk) Macbeth, 52, 
| sports writer for the N. Y. Herald 
| Tribune for 13 years and former 


; sports editor of that paper, died in 
Saratoga, N. Y., afier a short illness. 
| He had been a sports writer for 33 
| years, and was first associated in 
| New York with the American and 
| then the Sun. He was a founder of 
| the Baseball Writers Association and 
j}conceived the idea for the Turf- 
writers Association. He was instru- 


| mental in bringing Babe Ruth to the | 


|N. Y. Yankees 
sible for bringing 
| hockey to N. Y. 


largely 
profe Ss: ional 


and respon- 


ing Federal normal tax, but not the | 


Dodd, Mead & Co. are sponsoring | 





Rubinoff’s Big Crowd 


Chicago, Aug. 10. 

Probably largest crowd ever 
hear a concert in the U. §S., 
Dave Rubinoff as guest 
and soloist in the regular open air 
session in Grant Park (6). Estimated 
that 225,000 were actually there 


to 
heard 





} 
} 





with 25,000 more turned awav. 
Appearance of Rubinoff came after 
a 20 day build-up by Bill Green. 


SALZBURG IS 
SNUBBED BY 
GERMANY 


Salzburg. July 30. 
Germany, which is trying to buck 
the current Salzburg Festival with 
musical fests of its own running all 
summer as tourist traps, is snubbing 
the show here as the 
never has before. 
is being picked 

radio stations. 
Soviet Russia, however, is display- 
ing much more interest than 
tofore. USSR stations are picking 
up six concerts for blanket broad- 
casting across the country. France 
is taking 14, England 11, and Amer- 


up by the German 


ica 8. 


Frisco Opera in L. A. 


For the first time since its forma- 
tion, the San Francisco Opera Com- 
pany will this season give perform- 
ances in Los Angeles. Will offer five 
dates, including two German operas, 
two Italian and one French. 

Singers set for the Frisco season 
include Lily Pons and Richard Bo- 
nelli (who will also appear with the 
Met, N. Y., and the Chicago), Charles 
Kullmann, Rosa Tentoni and Kath- 
ryn Meisle. All set by Calvin Frank- 
lin, of Columbia Concerts bureau. 





Rosalyn Tureck’s 6 


Rosalyn Tureck, pianist, will give 
a series of six Bach recitals this sea- 
son in Town Hall, N. Y. Dates are 
Nov. 8, 17, 24, Dec. 1, 8 and 15. 

Charles L. Wagner handling. 





CHATTER 


William Saroyan in New York. 

Oliver La Farge vacationing 
Santa Fe. 

Nora Benjamin working on an- 
other juve. 

Nancy Hale collecting 
Elinor Wylie. 

Life mag estimates iis first year 
loss as $2,500,000. 

Zora Hurston returning to N. Y. 
from Haiti next month. 

Irene Haird’s first novel, 
will be out next month. 

Olive Higgins Prouty finishing ea 


in 


letiers of 


‘John,’ 


i/new novel titled ‘Lisa Vale.’ 


Fawcett Publications will merge 
Screen Play with Screen Book in Oc- 
tober. 

Elizabeth Corbett has finished her 
new novel titled “The Langworthy 
Family.’ 

Heinrich Mann have a 


will new 





; novel out next month based on the 
| life of Henry IV. 


Arthur S. Draper, former editor of 


|The Literary Digest, joins the De- 


| partment of Labor. 
Associated Press 
turned out a new 


has 
wire- 


laboratory 
poriable 


, photo receiving set 40 inches high. | 


| Can ‘e hitched.up to any telephone 
circuit. 

Sam Goldwyn has given away 

more than a thousand copies of his 
| biog by Alva Johnston. 

Robert French and Thomas H. 
| Raywood back tomorrow (12) from 
| two weeks at Clayton, N. Y. 

George Conrad Ebbert is svndicat- 
| ing his own short feature. ‘Life- 
| Lines,’ instead of via a syndicate. 
Charles S. Hart, author of ‘General 
| Washington's Son of Israel,’ has just 
| been elected Gran: Exaited Ruler of 
| the Elks. 

| Isak Dinesen 


has compleied the 
|ms. Of a new book of short stories 
about Africa, .vhich Random House 


, Will publish next year. 


Heifetz Session Helped Lots In 
Hypoing Stadium's $23,000 Gross 


conductor | 





Figures at the Lewisohn Stadium 


| concerts last week, the next to last 


of the season, topped previous highs 
for series. Totals were among the 
best in history of the Stadium con- 
certs. That, although one night was 
rained out and last Monday (8) 
night’s George Gershwin memorial 
concert, setting ail-time records, was 
not included. 

For the six nights, a total of 41,800 
paid admissions were estimated t 
have been rung up, for an estimated 
gross of $23,200. Responsible for the 
bulge was Jascha Heifetz, -whe 
packed two hordes in (not counting 
a rained out performance that drew 
15,006) for a record double total of 
34,000 admissions and a combined 


| gross of $19,000. 


Deutschland | 
Only one concert | 


Estimates for Last Week 
Monday (2), Jascha Heifetz, violin 
soloist, with George King Rauden- 
bush conducting ($1.50 top); terrific 


mob, 


probably 15,000, but rain no- 
diced it; date postponed. 
Tuesday (3), Jascha Heifeiz, with 


Raudenbush conducting ($1.50 top); 
all stadium attendance records 
kayoed as the fiddler again proved a 
b.o. wallop and clear weather 
helped; 18,000 present, for gross of 
$10,000. 


Wednesday (4), Jascha Heifetz and 


Raudenbush again, replacing the 
originally-scheduled Willem van 


| Hoogstraton for the postponed date 


here- | 


($1.50 top), clear weather and an- 
other huge turnout, close to 16,000 
present; amazing $9,000. 

Thursday (5), regular concert, 


with Willem van Hoogstraten baten- 
ing for his first Stadium date of the 
season ($1 top); officials blamed it 
on the hot weather, but conductor 
isn't too exciting draw; only $800, 


very poor, 





} 
} 


Friday (6), regular concert, van 
Hoogstraten again conducting ($1 
top); still warm and still no biz, but 
better, $1,500. 

Saturday (7), regular concert, van 
Hoogstraten conducting ($1 top); 
heat and general lack of interest 
withered the gate; $800. 

Sunday (8), regular concert, van 
Hoogstraten again waving the stick 
($1 top); still hot weather and still 
cold business; $1,100. 

This week started off with a sky- 
rocket gross Monday (9), 20,223 per- 
sons scrambling into and over the 
Stadium for the George Gershwin 
memorial concert. Final week's fig- 
ures therefore are off to a healthy 


start, with possibility of cracking last 
week's grosses on the added presence 
of Albert Spalding, 


Harold Bauer 


| and Efrem Zimbalist as soloists, 


| 








CINCY 6-WEEK 
SHOW SCORES 


Cincinnati, Aug. 10. 
Six-week summer opera season at 


_ the Zoo, which closed Saturday (7) 


| Open-sided auditorium seats 


with the performance of ‘Pagliacci’ 
and ‘Cavalleria Rusticana’ drew the 
largest attendance in recent years. 
1,900. 
Scale was 25c to $1.50. In all 15 
operas were presented. For the first 
time portions of some of the operas 


| were broadcast. 


| 


Before disbanding the company 


| jumped to Toledo, O., for three per- 


formances in the amphitheatre of the 


Toledo Zoological Society, seating 
4,000. ‘Aida’ was scheduled for Sun- 


_day (8), ‘Carmen’ Tuesday (10) and 


‘Rigoletto’ Wednesday (11). Troupe 
of 120 includes soloists, chorus and 
orchestra. Gertrude Sprenger is 
sponsor of the Toledo offerings. 

Several of the artists who sang 
here this surnmmer are booked for a 
series of operas in Carracas, Vene- 
zuela, in September. They are Cars 
Morelli, Armand Tokatyan, Norman 
Cordon, Jose De Gaviria; also An- 
thony Spivatelli, stage manager, and 
Fausta Cleva, conductor. 

Oscar F. Hild, head of the loeal 
musicians union, was general mane 
ager of the summer opera company. 


Ballet in New Hampshire 


Edwin Strawbridge and Lisa Pare 
nova, with their ballet, dance a one- 
the Town House, Petere 

H., next Tuesday 117) 


Deu] set by Edward W. Lowrey. 


nighier at 
borough, N. 
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them to lessen maneuvers while 
crowds were so dense. 
| Hotel and apartment house owners 
and operators in T. S. area mulling 
Sam Weisbord planed in from the idea of installing air-conditioning 
Cost. | before world’s fair year. Especially 
.eo Fischer weekending at Prov- | those who cater to summer tourist 
incctown, hes Fie a ete eae 
, , romenade afe in ockefeller 
caftaiph Whitehead back from Chi-| Center has a ‘Wally Special’ drink, 
ee eee _ | 60c. a copy, among the highest tariffs. 
Justin Herman, Par shorts scrip- That usually fetches the query what 
te, vacationing in Philly. is a Waly special and the straight- 
Troupers’ Club mulling plans for man waiter replies, ‘Fit for a king.’ 
aroual outing next month. Friends of Tom Mead, assignment 
Thyra Samter Winslow back from ed at Universal newsreel, are con- 





Broadway 





London 


Robert Donat again seriously ill. 


Gitta’ Alper off to America 
October. 

Melville Brown off to Hollywood 
via the Fiji islands. 

Jack Whiting back and rehearsing 
with Jessie Matthews. 

Elsie Carlisle has the 
house in ritzy Mayfair. 

Eric Wollheim wants the Berry 
Bros. for the Savoy hotel. 

Gloria Day set for the new Stan- 





in 


smallest 


Cafe de Paris are Pills and Tabet 
for two weeks, when the cafe opens, 
Sept. 20; the Four Yacht Club Boys 
for six weeks; Lucienne Boyer for 
a month, 

Martin B. Jones off to America. 
Will be back soon, to do a Broad- 
way play which starred Paul Robe- 
son some years ago. Robeson will 
again be starred, with Jack Doyle 
in the cast. 

Their Majesties, the King and 
Queen of Engiand, saw Marion 
Lorne and Walter Hackett’s produc- 
tion ‘London After Dark,’ which 
means a spurt in the Apollo theatre 


Hollywood see) 


_ Max Golden back from Alaskan 
trek. 


3 Herbert Kalmus railed in from 





Robert Young trailered to Mexico 

City. 
William 

minor op, 


Wesley Ruggles wrenched his back 
exercising, 


Lily Damita returned from Euro- 


Wyler hospitalized for 














g ting i i ie Cliff si b.o. for another month at least. . 
th: Coast for short v ; |gratulating him on marriage to! ley Lupino-Laddie Cliff musical, He : pean toil. 
pai 2 ioe Madeleine McMeel, of home office Divorce of Beatrix Thompson and Jack Buchanan's deal with y sad Yale Charney here visiting his 
Anne Nichols has training system staf Married quietly more than a| Claude Rains made final July 26. Clair for two pictures was done | brother, C. King 8 Als 
that has gotten rid of 37 pounds. month ago, but kept secret until last| Georgie Harris to do _a_ short, through E. Ray Goetz, who has Clair Henry Koster pursuing a ee 
H. E. Uncles, Trans-Lux home of-! week. vaude season with Leslie Fuller. | under exclusive gerne ye i tribe off Ensenada. & nny 
fics ‘exec, taking his annual holiday. T. H. Thfligelstone, president of| Barre Lyndon off to Africa to| ture as yet untitled, but starts Ss _ ss Samuel Roberts the most improved 
Melvyn Levy authoring a pair of | the British Cinematographers Assn., | gather material for a new play. ing early in August at Mogg -teet | golfer o* the year. prov 
Ms ria igectting IM — eon arrives in New York today (Wed-| Cole Porter writing the music for); . The Divorce of Lady >» Star~ |” Michael T dd i : . & 
new plays at his Bucks county, Pa., € y j ior A s+ Merle Obero and Laurence ichae odd in from New York 
home. _ : nesday) from London for business | the Jack Buchanan-Adele Astaire ring | V erle is = - ae eer for a look-around. . 
"aes and recretation visit. Probably will} film. Olivier, with Ralph Ric var es | Katie Cuff handling special pre 
Sidewalk spielers now clutter up) \isit Hollywood before returning to| Bubbles Stewart back again to do | Morton Selten in support, will be). ciandard Radio. al press 
sicewalk in front of Paramount Europe |a single, opening at Piccadilly hotel | the last picture Tim Whelan will do |" "Vit on Leisen b he tie P 
building. The Queen Mary which brought in| Aug. 9. for Alexander Korda. Then goes to pean peresrinations ac rom Euro- 
~ ; . . ° + rear > ~+j > > aT < 5. 
Lou Smith, of Paramount’s home} Cliff Fischer and his new ‘Folies Henri Lartigue going to New York Mayflower Productions (Pommer Jay" Carmody, Washington . Sta: 
oifice publicity staff, on a safari to! Bergere’ troupe, also brought inj, to look after Cliff Fischer's French | Laughton) for two. .. |erick, star gazing here Stat 
e as ailed-from-Paris invi Casino. Rebuilt Prince of Wales, which is nnd . 
the Coast. | mailed-from-Paris invites for the); Ca : : Paar likely |, Christopher Dunphy planed 
| French Casino preem Aug. 20. One Earle St. John, head of Para- | opening in September, is not likely | \ in 


Mare Connelly office planning to 
send ‘Having Wonderful Time’ 
tour in October. 

Bill Joyce, of the William Morris 
office, rusticating on a farm in 
upper New York. 

Len Gaynor, 20th-Fox publicist, 
away on two-week vacation on his 
New Jersey ranch. 

Eve Arden is sporting a brace of 
cufio earrings welded from miniature 
gold Carolina $’s. 

Walter Brooks back on Broadway 
and may align with Eddie Dowling 
in an exec capacity. 

Roland Young in from the Coast 
for a vacation, bulk of which will 
be spent on Long Island. 

Anna Erskine, summering 
the Westport, Conn., 
si:edded for a Metro pic test. 


Vinee Hart, of Hays office produc- | 


on | 


with | 
strawhatters, | 


of Monte Proser’s lil p.a. stunts to 
lend it tone. 

Complaints of agencies having of- 
fices on the north side of the RKO 
building over noise raised by work- 
lers on new city subway continue 
unabated. Huge steel slabs being 
pounded in ground make offices as 
; quiet as a boiler factory. 

Tournament of the Broadwayites 
took place over the weekend on the 

Grossinger golf course. Louis Sobol, 
| Leonard Lyons, Hy Gardner, Doc; 
, Leo Michel, Monte Proser, Mack Mil- 
ilar, Ed Weiner, Milton Blackstone 
land Paul Frehm crossed clubs in a 
| handicap set-to. Sobol, Lyons and 
| Gardner won in a triple tie. 





New Haven 


By Harold M. Bone 





* tion code administration depart- 
ment in the east, is vacationing. U. S. Marine Band set for Arena 
Tom Waller back at his desk at Sept. 30. 








Eddie Weaver 
Taft Grill. 
Exhibs meeting this week to de- 
cide on admish boost. 

Henry Busse commutes to Hart- 
ford as WPA symph head. 

Lew Schaefer working on a style 
show for local staging next month. 

Milford: Cherry and June Preisser 
reneged on local run of ‘Broadway’ 
| |. Biz running double a year ago... 
Boris Sokoloff, ex-prop man here, 
now Westport house manager... 
George Coulouris got in a lot of 
tennis between rehearsals...Hal Le- 
Roy guest starring for this week. 

Stony Creek: John Fearnley’s kid 
sister, Celine, debuts on stage here 
currently...Peggy Bates in from 
H’wood for local trouping...With 
| ‘Guardsman’ and ‘Idiot’s Delight’ un- 
der their belts, it ge 8 oe, ee 
: MacDonald and Fraye ilbert are 

Jules Garfield and the missus | swiping the Lunts repertoire... .Dick 
h_sved the cast of “Having Wonder- | Bender will act-direct season’s finale, 
ful Time’ last week at their home at | -young Love’ (30). 
Groton, N. Y. a. \ : Guilford: Joseph Marra doing sets 

Ken Clark, publicity chief with | here this year...Robert Gilfillen reg- 
Hays office, has returned from Vir-| istered in a ten-second bit in ‘Fly 
ginia, where he was spending his | Away Home’...Spot is making 
a-yual vacation. . {money this summer...Ushers here 

Elsie Eyre, of Coast radio and (carry out the old-time spirit by 
musical comedy, doing the lead in| dressing in colonial gowns and they 
‘P-lience’ at Matunuck, R. L, and} call you back for acts by ringing 
S >ckbridge, Mass. church bells...Frank Adams house 

Paul Haakon, dancer, plays his | managing this season. 
fi ° dramatic role next week in ‘Ex- | Madison: Jeanette Chinley sporting 
cursion’ with the Post Road Play-|a new birthday-gift car...Alladine 
ec’, Madison, Conn. Bell slips off to a pic on opening 

Marco Montedoro, assistant produ- | night of her new play ‘Horse Tale’ 
cer, scenic and costume designer at! ...Curtis Cooksey due next week 
the Music Hall, on a three-week trip| in ‘Excursion’,..Elizabeth Love re- 
to the Coast, his first. newing shore .line friendships dur- 

Sheldon Leonard and Sam Levene! ing current run of ‘Reflected Glory’ 
bong considered for leads in Jed, ...G. Albert Smith went shaveless 
H°-ris’ new production, ‘I Can Get for a week for role in tryout here 
It ‘or You Wholesale.’ ...James Furness doubling as stage 

Aoron Rosenthal, studio comp-  ™Ss!.-trouper. 
tr “ler for Grand National, came into 
N. Y. first of this week for 10-day 
c.-iab with home office. 

Calvin M. Franklin, of Columbia 
Csncerts bureau, leaving Friday (13) 
for month vacash at his summer) 
h- ne at Smithtown, Pa. 

Emmett Callahan, one of operators | 
of 42d Street Apollo, called suddenly 
yesterday (Tues.) to Toledo by seri- 
Ov “ree: co mother. | 

Scott unlap, vice-president in — : 
chorge of production for Monogram, | Regensburg Choir in Rio, also ap- 
is due in from the Coast this week | athear™ in Buenos Aires and Monte- 


Sad: teewined tonian ‘Yes My | Raul Roulien still abed with the 
Derling Daughter,’ at the Playhouse, | ment production postponed indef- 


; Par this week after spending second vacationing from 


half of vacation on Long Island. 


Walter Hartwig presenting the | 
Yale Puppeteers this Saturday (14) 
at his Colony Theatre, Ogunquit, Me. 

Katherine Locke and Morris Hel- 
erin on a month’s trip to England 
and France with the Benno Schneid- | 
ers. 


Monte Prosser tried to leap wire 
fence at Grossingers, ripped arm 
‘and six stitches needed to close the 
gap. 

Sam Byrd’ expected back this 
week with script of Paul Green’s 
brite in the West,’ for fall produc- 

ion, 

Fred Walton associated with M. S. 
Bentham as theatrical and radio 
acont, has resigned to open offices 
on his.own. 








Rio de Janeiro 


By Dave Wilson 





Martha Eggert and Jan Kiepura 
may tour South America next spring. 

A. Rezende to succeed A. Rosen- 
vem as 20th-Fox’s manager in Bra- 
zil. 


N. Y., to fill a Metro stint on the . : 
09 ; : “ taniag, |, Charlot and his four muchachos 
a Richard Bonneville replac- , from Buenos Aires on PRA-9; expect 


be in Mexico by January. 

Broadway pic house to be pinned 
to the Severiano Ribeiro circuit, now 
holding seven Rio deluxers, 


Sidney Phillips, of Metro's talent 
Ccvartment, off on a new tour of 
strawhats, latest trip to take him 
to Maine, New Hampshire and Ver- 

mn v6. 

Herbert Vigran and Sandra Gould. 
the honeymooners in ‘Having Won- 
derful Time,’ among the weekend 
guests at Bob Broder’s farm, Bucks 
County, Pa. 

Joe Daly has been appointed gen- 





Stroudsburg, Pa. 


By John J. Bartholomew 





‘Jim’ Farley at Skytop. 


ers! manager for Standish O'Neill. Rose Livingston summering at 
le*it producer. Latter’s first for new | Sciota. 
season will be a musical, ‘Cross; Jack Waters and Trudy Carroll at 
Your Heart.’ ' Chateau Roth. 

Madalyn O’Shea, of the F.T.P.,| Robert Fraser (WIP-WPG) at 
N.Y. acting division, is taking a }|County Line Grove. 


strawhat vacation with the Forty- | 

Niners, ‘summer stock troupe at m.c’iug at Columbia. 

W'itefield, N. H. | Paul Sales’ orch succeeded Len 
Strike pickets in front of Auto-| Mavfair at Colony Club. 

mit on roadway tied up trafiic Robert Stewart new director 

Saturday night until cops persuaded! summer theatre at Shawnee. 


Duncan and Dodd with Fred Kline 


of 





mount theatres, cruising on the Nor- 
wegian coast. 

Metro’s lease with Denham is for 
one floor, on a six months’ contract, 
with options. 

Owen Nares received by the King 
and Queen at a Buckingham Palace 
garden party. 

Harris and Shore are 
tained at Grosvenor 
other fortnight. 

Gottfried Bergmann, Dutch agent, 
here scouting for talent for vaude, 
concert and radio. 

Lee Sims and Ilomay Bailey back 
again, but will concentrate on com- 
posing and radio work. 

Gladys Cooper and husband, Phil- 
lip Merivale, in quiet seclusion at 
Frinton, play reading. 

General Theatre Corp. booking 
Galli-Galli for the entire circuit, as 
well as Moss Empires. 

Anthony Vivian, of Murray, Elliot 
& Vivian, on three weeks’ vacation 
in Austria and Germany. 

George Arliss got a medal from 
the Royal Society of Arts for his 
paper on ‘Stage and Screen.’ 

New John van Druten play due at 


being 
House for 


re- 
an- 


the St. Martin’s, titled ‘Gertie 
Maude.’ Auriol Lee staging. 


Cinda Glenn has bought an inter- 
est in a uniform factory in St. 
Louis, with her mother in charge. 

Phil Hyams vacationing in Carls- 
bad. Goes from there to Budapest; 
where he will be joined by brother 
Mick. 

Gerard Heath issued a writ against 
Arthur Tracy claiming $210 commis- 
sion. Writ was accepted, and claim 
settled out of court. 

Harry Ham back as head of the 
local Myron Selznick office after 
several months’ vacation in New 
York and Hollywood. 

Sid Phillips, sax player and ar- 
ranger for the Ambrose band, is out. 
Has joined Cinephonic Music Co. as 
an instrumental writer. 

Before he left for Paris Jack 
Benny did a two-minute broadcast 
July 24 for B.B.C., without a fee. 
He goes to Berlin, Vienna and points 
east. 

Jack Hylton has bought the rights 
of Kurt Robitschek’s Victoria Palace 
and Palace revue, ‘Wonderful World,’ 
which he will tour as a vaudeville 
unit. 

Irene Henschel will produce J. B. 
Priestley’s new play, ‘Time and the 
Conways,’ at the Duchess theatre in 
the fall, starring Jean Forbes-Rob- 
ertson. 

Jesse Jacobson and Eddie Fields 
together again as a vaudeville act, 
with Jack Leon, writer of Gracie 
Field’s theme song ‘Sally,’ also in 
the act. 

Harry Welchman may play the 
lead in ‘Laughing Cavalier,’ which 
Tommy Bostock is producing at the 
Adelphi with A. Duben, theatrical 
costumer. 

Kurt Robitschek has the remake 
rights to ‘Congress Dances,’ Ufa mu- 
sical hit of a few years ago. Has 
been rewritten, and retitled ‘Forbid- 
den Waltz.’ 

Peter Bernard taking a vaudeville 
unit over to India. Eight acts in- 
cluding .the Grosvenor hotel line. 
Unit sails Sept. 18, and will be away 
for a whole year. / 

The Romney Brents off to Paris 
and Italy for vacation, with Mrs, 
Brent’s (Gina Malo’s) father, here 
on vacation from Cincinnati, ac- 
companying them. 

Hildegarde on the air in Holland 
for the week of Aug, 16, then goes 
to the Dorchester for a fortnight, 
with a month at the Trocadero res- 
taurant to follow. 

Talk of postponing 
Buchanan-Rene Clair 
Buchanan returns from America, 
where he is due for a show on 
Broadway in September. 

Jed Harris in town, quietly play- 
snooping. Is interested in one of 
J. B. Priestly’s, which has not yet 
been done in the West End, and has 
been conferring with the author. 

‘Lucky Sambo’ is scheduled here 
as a touring show. with Valaida, who 
is in America, lining up the cast. 
Cyril Lawrence, former Lew Leslie 
London manager. raising the bank- 
roll. 

Actor-author Robert Morley hav- 
ing his latest play. ‘Goodness. How 
Sad,’ produced at a summer theatre 
in a small village in Cornwall. Hopes 
it will reach the West End eventu- 


the Jack 
picture till 





ally. 
Martinus Poulsen’s lineup for the 





to resume its continuous revue 
policy. Management has been try- 


ing hard to get names, but finds it 
difficult on account of the continu- 
ous grind. 
will do twice nightly revues. 

Hart and O‘Brien’s touring show, 


‘New Faces,’ causing RKO-Radio 
trouble. Film company has re-| 
quested that former abandon the 


name as it is being used for a film. 
But Hart and O’Brien maintain it 
has been using the title for months. 
Lawyers on both sides are squab; 
bling. 


‘Venus in Silk,” which 


duction originally scheduled for 
Berlin, but abandoned on account 
of Hitler’s Non-Aryan ramp. Louis 
Dreyfus had an option on it, for 
which he paid $2,000, to do it at 
Drury Lane theatre. but gave up 


when Ivor Novello leased the house | 


for three years. It was seen on the 
road in the U.S., but folded pre- 
Broadway. 





Sydney 


By Eric Gorrick 





Benno Moiseiwitsch playing the 
sticks. 

Cecil Shanon visiting New South 
Wales. 

Newsreel 
tinues high. 

Nabes are running four-hour bills 
to catch trade. 


theatrette trade 


Tito Schipa proving a great suc- | 


cess for W-T in Melbourne. 

E. J. Tait feels sure legit will make 
a stréng comeback this year. 

Stork paying a visit to the Phil 
Jones’, Dad's the p.a. at the Em- 
bassy. 

Archer Whitford, m.c. of Every- 
ones, plans a trip abroad in the near 
future. 

Ernest C. Rolls is in town looking 
for suitable territory to open a new 
cabaret. 

Williamson-Tait reviving ‘Romeo 
and Juliet’ (MG) on two-a-day at 
pop prices. 

Stuart Doyle will make a brief 
tour here prior to leaving for New 
York and London. 

Eric Baume, editor of the Sunday 
Sun, will tour America in search of 
copy for his pic column. 

Wrestling is creeping back into 
favor this winter, but boxing has 
slipped away to nothing. 

Concert performers in this spot in- 
clude Tito Schipa, Bronislaw Huber- 
man and Georg Schneevoigt. 

Beresford Clark, director of B. B. 
C. Empire services, has arrived for 
a look over local conditions. 

Frank Neil will send a vaude- 
revue unit to Brisbane, after which 
the show plays New Zealand. 

Hal Carleton, Bill Tinkler and 
Mike Lustig all out on exploitation 
for the ‘Good Earth’ (MG) premiere. 

Government has promised to re- 
duce taxation next year to cover 
both commercial and entertainment 
worlds. 

Film Board of Trade has been sit- 
ting rather tight during the past two 
weeks on new rules covering theatre 
erections and giveaways. 


Acts playing here for Frank Neil | 


include Hickey Brothers, Stan Foley, 
Scott and Foster, Ted and Al Wald- 
man, Clifford Guest, Three Aber- 
donians, La Fayette and La Verne, 
Turner Twins, Daimler 
and Bob Parrish. 

More than likely that Frank Neil 
will extend his vaude-revue activi- 
ties to New Zealand before 
Neil, at present, mostly confines him- 
self between here and Melbourne, 
sometimes sending a unit to Bris- 
bane and Adelaide. 

Public looking forward to seeing 


some new shows. First to come in is | 


‘Over She Goes’ with George Gee, 
Valerie Hay, Donald Burr, 
Worth, Percy Le Fre and Lois Green. 
Albert Locke will produce, with 
Andrew McCunn &as musical director. 

‘Let’s Go Places’ will be the first 
offering of Montague revue unit for 
the Fullers in Melbourne. Princess 
theatre is being thoroughly redeco- 
rated for the premiere. Feature of 
show will be the Hungarian Dar- 
mora Ballet, George Doonan and 
Barbara Vernon. 


Now likely the theatre | 


Carl Bris- | 
son is producing in conjunction with | 
Lee Ephraim, is a Robert Stoltz pro- 


con- | 


and Eadie, | 


long. | 


Billie | 


| from month’s trip abroad. 
Al Jolson and Ruby Keeler 
| back in their Encino villa. 
Michael Loring wends Cape Cod- 
ward for stock work this week. 

Martin Beck aired in from N. Y. 
with Mr. and Mrs. Bert Scherin. 

Olivia De ‘Haviland winged to San 
Francisco for a three weeks’ layoff. 

Campbell MacCulloch back at his 
| Central Casting desk following op. 

Sam Briskin brought a deep cop- 
pery hue back from the High Sierra. 

Jack Otterson has taken over his 
new post as art director at Universal. 

Joe E. Brown and Dave Rubinofft 
made honorary members of CAPA. 

Lou Goldberg of Major Bowes at- 
tractions in town for some bookings. 

Michael Bartlett gazing at the sad 
sea waves from a Santa Barbara 
cabana. 

Jeanette MacDonald and Gene 
Raymond back from hulaland honey- 
mooning, : 
| Ernest Truex likes the Hollywood 
{terrain and will become a perma- 
nent resident. 
| Victor McLaglen is Motion Picture 
| Day chairman for the Cal. State Fair, 

opening Sept. 3. 
Andre Kostelanetz will baton Lily 


are 


Pons’ grand op canarying in ‘It 
Never Happened Before.’ 
| W. H. Stein, exec v.p. of Music 


Corp of America, has transplanted 
_from New York permanently. 

' Lillian Rosines goes to England 
| with the Metro producing unit as 
Maureen O’Sullivan’s maker-upper. 

Roy Del Ruth has cleaned up 
| ‘Broadway Melody of 1938’ for Meiro 
,and pulled out for a _ six-week 
| slesta. 

Dolores Del Rio and Cedric Gib- 
|bons, seven years wed, revisited 
scene of their vows at Santa Barbara 
Mission. 

| Bill Grady, Metro talent scout, 
| eying picture possibilities at Central 
| City, Colo., niteries and Elitch’s 
Garden, Denver, 

B.B.B. tossed a shindig at the 
Swing Club for his former boss, Sam 
Barken, owner of the Five O’Clock 
club, in Miami Beach. 

Jack Robbins writes locals that 
he’s working on his autobiography, 
‘Twice in a Lifetime,’ or his experi- 
ences on the Metro lot. 
| Six cowboys toiling as redskins in 
| Paramount’s ‘Wells Fargo’ were 
| knocked out by 118-deg. heat on lo- 
| cation near Bakersfield. 
| Mary Astor has abandoned Toluca 
|Lake and migrated to  Bevhills, 
|; where she bought Bayard Veiller’s 
‘house, Veiller retires to Connecticut 
|} acres. 
| Since Metro and ‘Hollywood Hotel’ 

rechristened Igor Gorin to Charles 
| Gorin, the radio musicians have fur- 
ther Americanized it by calling him 
‘Chuck’ Gorin. 


Baltimore 


By Howard A. Burman 














Leo Fields to Hollywood. 

Broughton Tall to Florida for va- 
cash. 

Fred Schanberger, Jr., to hosp. for 

minor op. , 

Mrs. Gustay Klem recuping from 
| appen op. 

Bernie Seamon appointed j. p. by 
Gov. Nice. 

Clem White chaperoning congress 
of Indians. 

Izzy Rappaport to Maine for visit 
to son camping there. f 

Lew Brown to New York for jov 
| with Loew’s publicity dept. 

George Browning reviewing 
and plays for new Journal. 

Don Hix readying revue of youth- 
ful talent for national radio sponsor- 
| ship. 
| John Little up to ears in 
struction changes for opening 
Ford's. 

Maxwell Weinberg has script titled 
‘Double Feature’ now making 
rounds of Broadway. 

Play authored by Norman Clark 
and Taylor Holmes mulled for straw 
hat tryout at Showhegan, Me. 

Ted Routson wearing towns 
noisiest Guttenberg and no longet 
interested in flying after recent 
smash-up. 

Max Cohen purchased half block 
|of main drag realty to protect 10- 
year-old nitery biz from neat» 
' competish. 





pix 
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Cleve Extends Expo to Sent. 26: 
~ Small Exhibs Ask for More Time 





Cleveland, Aug. 10. 

Heavy spurt in attendance and bet- 
ter weather conditions, auguring a 
hot September, are reasons why 
packers of Great Lake Exposition 
decided to extend it three weeks. 
Centennial fair on lakefront was set 
to close Sepf. 6 but instead will keep 
running until Sept. 26, making it a 
115-day affair. 

Postponement of closing was made 
at insistence of a number of smaller 
exhibitors and concessionaires, who 
are just beginning to climb out of 
the red, caused by June rains. If 
Old Sol continues to show his phiz 
with no let-down in trade, they fig- 
ure to be in the gravy in the next 45 
days. Up to Monday (9) the turn- 
stiles had turned 1,908,036 times, with 
past week-end drawing 81,134 rub- 
ber-neckers. 

Biggest stunt so far to ballyhoo 
the fair will be Cleveland's ‘Jubilee 
Day’ Saturday (14). It is to be 
high-lighted by a Mardi Gras in 
‘Streets of World’ section, an all- 
Ohio bathing beauty contest, special 
‘Radioland’ broadcasts and extra 
vaudeville shows. 

For another builder-upper, a wom- 
en’s swimming race is being held 
Aug. 16, featuring a. dozen profes- 
sional water queens in half-mile 
swim. Sponsor is Bernarr Macfad- 
den, who will fire starting gun and 
award $2,000 in prizes, 
Ederle, Ethelda Bleibtrey, 


participating. 
Rube Bernstein, manager of Billy 
Rose’s Aquacade, had to add 500 


5,000 to handle SRO crowds over 
week-end. Plans to add two more 
performances during September, 
making 21 per week, despite pro- 
tests of swifamers and chorines now 
doing 19 shows. Although an in- 
crease in salary was rumored, gals 
say they are still getting only $25 
a week. Contracts call for 21 per- 
formances weekly but they are still 
battling for Equity’s chorus-girl scale 
of $40. When dismissed for alleged 
temperament, three Aquabelles 
threw a chair through a door and 
then tried to dump a director into 
Lake Erie. 

As head of Cleveland Professional 
Artists’ and Models’ Bureau, Walter 
Hulley claims he was commissioned 
by Expositions to find and train 50 
mermaids and chorines. Also says 
they signed agreement to pay him 
10% of $25 salary for fourteen weeks, 
but majority didn’t live up to prom- 
ises. When he tried to collect from 
Aquacade treasurer, he declares that 
Bernstein breached the contract by 
posting a bulletin warning members 
of the cast not to pay money to un- 
authorized agents. Aquacade officials 
retorted they never had a contract 
with Hulley’s bureau, which he 
claims lost reputed $5,000 because of 
cold deal. Case comes to court here 
Wednesday (11). 

Hit by competish, Herman Pirch- 
ner closed dance and dine spot in 
his floating Showboat, dropping L. 
Nazaar Kurkdjie’s orchestra, but 
keeping his Club Eldorado open. Ba- 
varian impresario now devoting him- 
self to his Alpine Village on Mid- 
Way. 

Team of Gene and Glenn, former 
Tadio faves locally, are returning 
from western prairies for personal 
appearance at outdoor Radioland be- 
ginning three days Aug. 14. Station 
WLW’s staff from Cincinnati have 
had its date shifted to the same 
day, combining singers in its pro- 
gram. Irenee Wicker now appearing 
here, doing a man-woman puppet 
show in the Sherwin-Williams radio 
shell. 

Following Isham Jones, Bob Cros- 
by’s orchestra is penciled into Aqua- 
cade Aug. 17, with Glen Gray's Casa 
Loma band set for Aug. 27. 


"FRISCO FAIR EXHIBS 





TO USE FILM DISPLAYS: 


| ing plants. 


San Francisco, Aug. 10. 

Dr. A. H. Bitting, director of the 
Food, Beverage and Agriculture 
Building at the 1939 Golden Gate In- 
ternational Exposition, revealed yes- 
lerday that many of the exhibitors 
at the fair plan on showing pictures 
within their exhibits instead of du- 


Plicating actual manufacturing proc- 
€sses, 


The building at present has seven | 
At 


exhibitors signed up for space. 
each end of the building there is an 
#uditorium in which motion pictures 


Will be shown and sales talks given. 








Gertrude | 
former 
world’s champ, and Ethel Hertle are | 


| Exposition open for another year is 
seats to marine theatre’s capacity of | 





|}a move are on the yes side, how- 


|of the fence have some good rea- 





| the end of November. 





PICKED A SHINING MARK 


Nova Scotia No. L Carney First 
Victim of New Law 





The province of Nova Scotia, for 
many years a mecca for touring car- 





nivals, has withdrawn the welcome 
from the doormat 
shows, regardless of whether organ- 


First victim of the anti-gambling 
and anti-gyp legislation was the lead- 
ing carny promoter of the province, | 
Bill Lynch, head of the Bill Lynch | 
Shows, with base at Halifax, and | 
limiting its touring to the Maritime | 
provinces and Newfoundland, 
season for the past dozen years. 

Lynch had a close call from going 
to the bastille, and had to pay a fine | 
of $500. Jail term was suspended. | 


ized within the province or not. 
| 


| 





ASK 2D YEAR 


FOR FRENCH | 
EXPO 


Paris, Aug. 2. 
Ballyhoo and blare to keep the 


being whipped up to the stage 
where there is hardly a day that a 
blast does not appear in some quar- 
ter. Not all the arguments for such 


ever, and the boys on the other side 


sons why it should close definitely | 
in November. 

Despite the feeling of the localers, 
the real responsibility for continu- 
ation of the expo for another year 
rests in the hands of the govern- 
ments of the 44 nations which have 
constructed pavillions here and are 
furnishing the displays. 

M. Jonas, member of the Chamber 
of Deputies, states that the members 
of the expo commission are in favor 
of running the show another year if 
all of the countries participating are 
willing to maintain their exhibits. 
At the World Advertising Congress, 
M. Hodges, president of the Ad- 
vertising Assn. of America, gave en- 
couragement to fhe plan by stating 
that he felt the United States would 
be in accord with a prolongation. 

Postponement of the opening and 
incomplete state of the expo at 
present makes another year almost 
necessary if the whole show is to be 
presented. If the show closes down 
on Nov. 25, presently scheduled 
closing date, many of the buildings 
will have been open to the public 
for less than three months. 

American pavillion is no excep- 


tion. Even at this late date its 
doors still remain closed to the 
public. 


Exhibitors are being tempted with 
the fact that another year would be | 
of as much value as this from a 
publicity and propaganda standpoint 
and costs would be comparatively 
small for maintenance during the 
winter and another season of ex- 
hibiting. 

Technicians have been questioned 
as to the ability of the buildings to 
stand the heavy winter rainfalls. 
General opinion is that some dam- 
age might be done to the ouisides of 
some structures, but for the most 
part they would pull through in 


to these tent | 


each | 











good shape. 

Although mentioned from time to 
time, there is little chance that the 
expo will be open any later than 
When talk of 
this started the local fire depart- 
ment stated the buildings were not 
suitable for the jnstallation of heat- | 


Success of the Chicago fair in its 


has raised no objections to the con- 
tinuation, stating it feels another | 


year will not harm the New York | 


expo in 1939.” 

Contracts have been drawn for 
only one year and in some cases 
possibilities of renewal are not too 


promising. Concessionaires, however, | 


for the most part are predicted to 
be ready to grab at a chance of an- 
other summer’s work, should the 
chance be theirs. 





COPYRIGHT SUIT YS. 


ROSE’S ‘MELODY LANE’ 





Los Angeles, Aug. 10. 
Suit is on file in Federal Court in 


which Frederick V. Bowers, song- 


writer, charges Billy Rose with 
copyright infringement in  Rose’s 
Texas Ceniennial production, ‘Mel- 
ody Lane.’ 

Bowers asks $15,000, declaring 
‘Melody Lane’ infringed on ‘Song 
Writers of the Gay Nineties,’ au- 
thored by Bowers and produced as 
a musical short by Paramount last 
year. 


BROCKTON FAIR 





DOUBLES GATE 


By BILL RICE 
Brockton, Mass., Aug. 10. 
Arrived here from Salt Lake City 


|in five days. Good roads all the 
way except through the state of 
Ohio. 


Intended to work at the Brockton 
Fair, but found that they had tilted 
their gate to $1 for both day and 


night from 50c. general admission. 
This making it the highest priced 


fair in the U. S. or Canada. They 
have no new buildings or any more 
to offer the public than in former 
years and I can only figure that they 
are committing suicide. If they had 
cut the price to 25c. there would be a 
chance for an enormous take, as the 
home guards would come every day, 
which means better take for the 
grandstand, midway, concessions and 
exhibitors. Where I'll go from here 
unknown as I write this. 

The George Hamid Fair Booking 
Agency has a complete sellout of 
acts from now until November. 
Largest business ever done by this 


or any other booker. Barnes & 
Corruthers and Ernie Young of 
Chicago also sold out and all the 


smaller agencies in the same boat. 
Fairs are over optimistic and the 
many carnivals using free acts have 
helped make the shortage. 

Many carnivals promoting New 
Deal Fairs, but many can never 
click with the short promotion they 
are being given. Was offered one 
on good terms, but I only had two 
weeks to sell space, get out premium 
book, put on advance sale and ex- 
hibits. Not being a magician had to 
pass this one up. 

Met Walter L. Main, the dean of all 
circus owners, on Broadway stepping 
along as lively as a 2-year-old. Is 
GA of his own cireus and reports 
his business good. When a small 
boy I worked to get in his circus. 
He billed his show as the Walter L. 
Main Shows ‘The World’s Youngest 
Circus Owner.’ Sprung this on him 
about 20 years ago when he intro- 
duced me to his missus that he had 
just married. He kicked me on the 
shins and officed me to go outside. 
When there he said, ‘Nix on that 
working for me when you were a 
kid, my wife will think I'm an old 
man.’ 

All class A and B fairs in western 
Canada did better business this year 
than last with the exception of Re- 
gina and other nearby fairs that 


had crop failures. Dan (Steve) 
Rogers promoting a Baby Parade, 
‘Miss Brockton’ Bathing Beauty 


Parade for the fair, and preliminaries 
to be had in various dance halls and 
finals in the Brockton theatre. All 
to be climaxed with the Bathing 
Beauty Parade at the poo! inside the 
fair grounds. 

A feature thriller for the fair will 
be a balloon race with the burning 
of one and escape of the pilots via 
parachutes. New stunt, I think. 





Tieden Show Set 


Columbus, Aug. 10. 
Entertainment features of Ohio 
State Fair opening Aug. 28 will be 
Gus Sun’s Rodeo and Stampede and 
Lum ‘n’ Abner’s Pine Ridge Follies. 
Sun outfit scheduled for evening 
performances before racetrack 


| grandstand with Follies to be pre- 
| sented in the Coliseum. 

| second year is pointed to frequenily. | 
| International Bureau of Expositions 


Circus Routes 


Week of August 16 


Barnes, Sells-Fleto 
Rapid City, S. D., 16; Deadwood, 17; 
Chadron, Neb... 18; Allianee, 19; Broken 
Bow, 20; Hastings, 21; Lexington, 22. 


Cole-Beatty-Maynard 


Walla-Walla, Wash., 16; Colfax, 17: | 
| Spokane, 18; Wenatehee, 19; Everett, 20 
Seaitle, 21-22. 

Ringling Bros-Barnum & Bailey 

Freeport, Hib, 14: Waterloo, fta., 17; 
Des Moines, 18: Ottumwa, 19; Moberty, 
Mo., 20; St. Louis, 21-22. 


Detroit State Fair's 10,000 Seat 
Theatre With Star Acts, 25 and 50c 





AFTER THE TOURISTS 


Washington te Spend $250,000 te 
Advertise State 





Spokane, Aug. 10. 

Grand Coulee dam will be played 
up as the biggest tourist lure in the 
State of Washington in its two-year 
$250,000 publicity campaign, mem- 
bers of the Washington State Prog- 
ress Commission decided here after 
an all-day inspection tour of the 
dam. 

C. E. Johns, executive secretary of 
the commission, will set up head- 
quarters at Olympia, state capital, 
and organize publicity staff. 

Bill requires commission to have 
state exhibits at Golden Gate Ex- 
position in San Francisco and at 
New York World's Fair. Also to put 
on a State celebration for Washing- 
ton’s 50th anniversary as State. 


FT. WORTH GETS 








NEW FACES AT 
MANANA 


Fort Worth, Aug. 10. 

Changes marked shows at the 
Frontier Fiesta as fie seventh week 
started Saturday (7). 

Melody Lane became a free show, 
replacing ‘Flirting with Death.’ 

Joe Jackson, bicyclist, replaced 
Moore and Revel in Casa Manana. 
The Three Cossacks, skaters, will 
replace Sydell and Spotty Saturday. 

Fritz and Jean Hubert followed 
Clyde Hager, who is booked for a 
tour on the West Coast. 

Old-time dance hall to be opened 
in the Astor House on Sunset Trail, 
livening up that cluster of frontier 
shacks. 

Paul Whiteman is expecting a visit 
soon from Judy, Annie and Zeke 
Canova, who were with him here 
last summer, He said he will put 
them on as guest artists at Casa 
Manana one night. 

Jimmy Brierly, tenor with White- 
man, is featuring ‘I Kissed a 
Stranger in the Dark,’ from Billy 
Rose’s ‘Aquacade’ at Cleveland. 

Short Wave te Salzburg 

Whiteman will broadcast a half- 

hour program at 12:30 p.m. Thurs- 


day from the fiesta studios for the 
musical festival at Salzburg, Austria. 





He will play George Gershwin’'s 
‘Rhapsody in Blue,’ among other 
things. 


Best night’s business so far was 
hung up.last Tuesday (3) when 2,000 
Texas bankers swelled attendance, 
Show officials expect August to be 
banner month. John N. Sparks, 
treasurer of the fiesta association, 
said Texas business conditions are 
the best he has seen since 1912. Show 
is sure to get gobs of cotion money 
before it closes Oct. 16, officials be- 
lieve. 


Rose, returning from visiting his 
wife, Fannie Brice, in Hollywood, 
said Casa Manana acts will be 
changed every four weeks. This does 
not apply to principals. Rose to 
leave this week for New York, 

Harry K. Barth, bull fiddler with 
Original Dixieland Jazz Band, who 
joined band in January, out of 
group Saturday (7) because his de- 
mand of more pay was not met. 
Barth took spotlight in Pioneer Pal- 
ace show and reasoned he was worth 
more money. Nick LaRocca, leader, 
could not see it that way. Buster 





Coughey, with Ed Lally’s local band, 
took Barth’s place. 

High wind Thursday night (5) 
caused Casa Manana revue to omit 
regular scenery in ‘Lost Horizen’ 
and ‘Wake Up and Live’ episodes, 
more permanent sets being substi- 
tuted for first performance. 


Uncle Sam played Santa Claus to 





| ganization. 
| fund 


| April for some. 
, from 50c to $40 and $50 for 
| Fiesta got 
' $2,000 and $2,500. 


fiesta employes last week when rul- 
ing was made fiesta is non-profit or- 
Employes received re- 
of 1% government had col- 
lected on salaries as far back as 
Refunds amounted 
stars. 


2% ef between 


-~°o 


refund 


Detroit, Aug. 10. 

A 10,000-seat theatre is being con- 
Structed in the Coliseum, State Fair 
Grounds here, to house the biggest 
array of stage, screen and radio tal- 
ent ever assembled under one roof 
here, during the Michigan state fair 
Sept. 3-12. 

For a top of 50c. (25c. for 
kids), localites will be able to see a 
$50,000 flesh show, consisting of the 
following who were signed 
Saturday (7) through Music 
of America: 

Edgar Bergen, Wayne King orch, 
Ben Bernie (minus the Lads), Ethel 
Shutta; Rufe Davis, comedian in 
‘Mountain Music’ (Par); Jack Wal- 
dron, m.c. at Hollywood Restaurant, 
N. Y., past two years; Joan Britton, 
warbler; Ames and Arno, comedy 
duo; the White Guard, male octet; 
Vera Fern, dancer; Pansy the Horse; 
a 24-gal line from Hollywood, plus 
three or four other acts as yet un- 
signed. 

Show will cost in the neighbor- 
hood of $50,000 for 10 days, includ- 
ing talent, advertising, promotion, 
and renovating of the Coliseum. 
Figured on the basis of 24 presenta- 
tions during the 10 days (3 on ordi- 
nary days and as high as five on 
Labor Day), it’s hoped to gross 
about $75,000 on the venture, or 
about $25,000 net. 


Teo Seat 16,006 

Coliseum, which has been used in 
past for circuses, rodeos and midget 
car racing, will have a stage 40 feet 
deep and 60 feet wide, and with ad- 
dition of chairs on arena’s floor will 
seat around 10,000 persons. 

Show is one of General Manager 
Frank N, Isbey’s announced efforts 
to put fair in the black this year. 
When he took over the event coupla 
months ago, Isbey promised Gov. 
Frank Murphy he’d make it pay or 
foot the losses out of his own 
pocketbook, with the one stipulation 
that he’d be given full rein from 
any political bonds, thereby putting 
the event on a strictly business basis. 

His first effort in that direction 
will be the installation of coin-ope- 
rated turnstiles to stop graft. 
There'll be no comps or secret gates, 
politicians and everybody else being 
required to put 25 cents in the turn- 
stile before getting in. Pay aitrac- 
tions inside grounds also will be 
operated by coins only. He's alse 
warned the carney to operate with- 
out graft, or else. 

Another attraction of fair, besides 
the usual agricultural, exhibits, eic., 
will be a civic center with a huge 
orchestral shell and stage where 
fraternal and civic groups will pre- 
sent free musical, choral and edu- 
cational programs. Several free acts 
are also planned for _ spotting 
throughout grounds. 

Isbey who’s president of Detroit 
Union Produce terminal, is aided by 
board composed of Harry Mack, of 
Ford Motor; William Fisher, of 
Fisher Body; and Joe Fields, of 
Chrysler Corp. Motor companies 
also planning special exhibits. 


WHITEHEAD IN MIDWEST 
TO ORGANIZE CARNEYS 


Chicago, Aug. 10. 

Extensive drive to organize carni- 
val performers is getting under way 
in the midwest with the arrival here 
last week of Ralph Whitehead, head 
of the American Federation of Ac- 
tors. 

Whitehead is planning meetings 
with carnival owners in this terri- 
tory and also will arrange several 
general open meetings of performers 
in a number of key towns. 


last 


Corp. 











Jurisdictional row between the 
American Federation of Actors and 
the Chicago local of the Ticket Tak- 
ers and Ushers, affiliated with the 
Building Service Employees’ Union 
was settled last week by Ralph 
Whitehead, AFA executive secretary, 
on a trip to Chicago. Dispute be- 
tween the two groups was over the 
jurisdiction of the ticket takers at 
Ringling Bros. circus in Chicago. 

AFA has a closed shop agreement 
with the circus and in other cities 
that has covered gate men. Ticket 
takers and ushers have been ex- 
tremely active in Chicago, however, 
particularly at ball games, race- 





tracks and at Soldiers Field and the 
‘local stepped in to take over the cir- 
cus ticket men. 








62 


VARIETY 


Wednesday, August 11, 1937 








= 





News From 


This department contains rewri 


San Francisco, Hollywood and Lo 





these news items; each has been rewritten from a daily paper. 


the Dailies 


tten theatrical news items as pub- 


lished during the week in the daity papers of New York, Chicago, 


ndon. Variety takes no credit for 


Racer 





East 


Boston police cracking down on 
pistols worn as watch charms. Gats 
are about one inch long, but said to 
be able to cause damage. 

Representative Herbert S. Hous- 
ton, speaking in Tokyo, urged dis- 
tribution of films explaining na- 
tional manners and customs as use- 
ful in establishing a better under- 
standing of national processes of 
thought. 


N. Y. motorcycle cops given new 





- uniform blouses of tropical worsted. | 


Supposed to make for neatness and 
comfort. If they click pavement 
pounders will wear them, too. 

Devoe & Raynolds, paint concern, 
dotted lines for 10,000 sq. feet at the 
N. Y. World’s Fair. To erect own 
building. 

Wife of former justice Joseph F. 
Crater, reported to be angling for 
a stage engagement. Says she’s 
broke. Tackling radio, too. 

Aaron Gold, Bronx, winner of the 
Goldman memory contest at Central 
Park concert last week. It’s his 
ninth year among the first three in 
the recollection romp. Gets a gold 
medal. Medals presented at the 
Friday concert. 

Hallie Flannagan on her first va- 
cation since the Federal theatre 
project started. Gone to Canada. 

Roger Smith hotel, White Plains, 
bars sale of liquor to all under 21. 
Legal age is 18. 

Irene Sharaff to design the cos- 
tumes of ‘Virginia.’ 

Washington Heights Players 
moved into new quarters at 620 W. 
158th street. To do eight plays this 
winter. 

Florida legislature bans all slot 
machines, Had authorized them last 
year. 

Lucy Monroe, daughter of the 
late Anna Laughlin, obtains court 
permission to prosecute her dead 
mother’s suit against her uncle, 
Roland G. Monroe, for $41,147. Miss 
Monroe is a radio songstress. 

Most of the U. S. naval ships will 
anchor in the Hudson for a two 
week stay to help along the N. Y. 
World’s Fair. 

Katharine Hepburn visiting her 
parents in Conn. Howard Hughes 
flew her east. Making talk. 

Present plans have Rowland Steb- 
bins using Rochester as the dog for 
Tallulah Bankhead’s ‘Cleopatra.’ To 
start Oct. 12. 

N. Y. police last Thursday dumped 
$46,000 worth of guns, gambling 
equipment and slot machines into 
the ocean. Seized in raids. Mayor 
LaGuardia threw out the first gun. 

Shuberts’ ‘Between the Devil’ to 
have no chorus, but a line of show- 
girls all over six feet tall. Present 
plans will bring it into the Imperial 
theatre after break-in weeks in Bos- 
ton and Philly. 

American Theatre Council to have 
a luncheon at the Astor Aug. 23. 

Glass Containers Assn. offered a 
contest with a trip to Hollywood as 
the prize to battle canned beer. Con- 
testants must. tell why bottled beer 
is better. .Clo: Saturday. 

George Bernard Shaw invites 
Amer:ca to kick in with an endow- 
ment for a national theatre project 
in London. Says Britons can’t be 
expected to contribute much and 
money must come from outside. 

Eastman Kodak seeks to purchase 
a Rochester cathedral for a purpose 
not made known, 

Gertrude Ederle; now 30, declines 
to enter the water carnival at Swan 
Lake, N. Y., as a contestant, but will 
appear as a bather. Says she’s too 
old for tricks. 

Estelle Powell, former chorus 
girl, asks permission of N. Y. su- 
plreme court to sue her husband for 
a divorce. He left her six years 
ago, but she does not want to wait 
for an Enoch Arden decree. Wants 
to remarry. 

Will of the late Vivian Burnett, 
the original of Little Lord Faunt- 
leroy, disposes of $30,000. 

New Jersey State Beverage Com- 
mission rules that ‘nuts’ is not an 
insult but an expression of frustra- 
tion. Woman complained of a bar- 
terder, which brought out the dic- 
tum 

Lightning killed three at Rocka- 
way Sunday when two electrical 
storms met. 
little further to the east they would 
have hit the crowd at Riis Park. 

Garden Pier, Atlantic City, goes 
on auction block next week (19). To 
settle an estate. 

Canadian Broadcasting Corp. nixes 
liquor ads but rules indie stations 
may advertise beer and wines if no 
local objections. 

Albert Carroll, who told police he 
was co-author of ‘Calling All Men’ 
beaten and robbed by two thugs 
early Monday morning. Men took 

: his clothes which later led to their 
identification and arrest. 

Jam on a Harlem pier last Friday 
when two Negro excursions got 
mixed up. One boat was oversold 


Had the bolts struck a| 
| put its towboat Wenonah out of com- | 
It took a 


and those who could not get on 
board sought to get on the second 
steamer, which was under another 
charter. Police called to clear up 
the situation. 

Thrown into the crowd watching 
his performance when his rigging 
snapped, a performer in a circus in 
Copenhagen injured 10 persons, one 
fatally. 

Riis Park gets 
Friday evening. 

Harold Tehel, 18, in Bellevue for 
observation. Spotted in a theatre 
by a girl who recognized him as 
her annoyer in another house the 
week before. Police found record 
of six previous arrests on charges 
of annoying girls in picture thea- 
tres. 

Shubert talent scout picked two 
girl ushers at the Randalls Island 
stadium for the next ‘Follies’ chorus. 
They are Veronica Burr and Alice 
Loft. 

American Chemical Society an- 
nounces Eastman Kodak is making 
10 films on chemistry for classroom 
use. 


fireworks every 





Coast 


Mrs. Mae Keaton, former wife of 
Buster Keaton, was married to Wil- 
liam W. Gassert, Reno insurance 
man, at Carson City, Nev., Aug. 2. 


Betty Douglas, film actress, an- 
nounced she would file suit for di- 
vorce in Los Angeles from Vincent 
Farrar, cameraman. 


Oliver Morosco announced plans 
to return to the theatrical produc- 
ing field in Los Angeles, opening 
with a burlesque comedy yet unse- 
lected and following up with a series 
of revivals. 


Betty Grable, film player, revealed 
in Hollywood that she will become 
the bride of Jackie Coogan in Bev- 
erly Hills Dec. 18. 


Marie L. Marks, screen player 
who sued her former husband, Cecil 
Sillman, for $200,000, has accepted 
an out-of-court settlement under 
which she will reseive $100 monthly 
for 25 months, 


Checkup of the take at Del Mar 
racetrack shows that net profit for 
the initial meeting was $177,946, of 
which Bing Crosby’s share was ap- 
proximately $33,000 a week for four 
weeks, 


Victor Orsatti, actors’ agent, re- 
ceived an interlocutory decree of di- 
vorce in L, A. from June Lang, 
actress. They were married last May 
29. Mother-in-lawitis. 


Wife of Eric Blore, film comedian, 
Started suit in L. A. for separate 
maintenance. They were married in 
New York June 12, 1926. 

Paula Stone, daughter of Fred 
Stone, and George W. Mason, nitery 
entertainer, filed notice of intention 
to wed in Santa Barbara. 

Cross-complaint to the divorce ac- 
tion brought by Jan Rubini, vio- 
linist, was filed in Los Angeles by 
Mrs. Adele Rubini. 

Roy Randolph, dance _ director, 
pleaded not guilty in L. A. Superior 
court when arraigned on a morals 
charge. Trial was set for Aug. 31. 

Veda Ann Borg, Warner player, 
and Dick Purcell, of the same studio, 
were injured in a head-on auto- 
mobile collision near Cahuenga Pass. 
Miss Borg incurred serious face and 
scalp lacerations that may interfere 
with her career. 

Lucille Lund, Columbia actress, 
and Kenneth Higgins, radio producer, 
revealed plans to be married Aug. 20. 

Anne Shirley, film canary and 
player, and Jdin Howard, actor, filed 
notice of intention to wed in Santa 
Barbara last week. 

Bulk of the $10,000 estate of Vera 
Bruce Codona, slain by her husband, 
Alfredo Codona, was bequeathed to 
her mother, Mrs. Annie Bruce, who 
also was named executrix. 

_Los Angeles City Council slashed 
license fees for one-ring circuses 
with seating capacity of 300 or less 
to $15 for the first day and $10 a day 
thereafter. 











Showboat 
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| mission at Thebes, Mo. 
| week for the crew to make repairs 
and Capt. 


Menke’s p.a. plastered 
|showboat paper all over country 
side. A bunch of old mellers were | 


dug out of the trunk, dusted off and 
added to company’s repertory and 
company enjoyed one of best weeks 
of current season during lay up. 

| Last visit of a showboat to St. 


wood tied up at Music’s Ferry Land- 
ing, in northern part of St. Louis 
county and remained for a full sum- 
mer and had a fine b.o. season. 





| 


| Louis was in 1934 when The Holly- | 








| Actors’ Union 
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Lawrence, Fred MacKaye, John Gib- 
son, Eugene Carman, Georgia Fi- 
field, Lloyd Creekmore and Ynez 
Seabury. 

Screen Actors Guild has nominated 
the following: Eddie Cantor, Dick 
Powell, Edward Arnold, Joe E. 
Brown, John Boles, Don Ameche, 
Bing Crosby, Jack Benny, Edgar 
Bergen, Ray Middleton, and Warren 
Hull. SAG alternates are Fred As- 
taire, Andy Devine, Joe Penner, Bob 
Burns, Charley Winninger, Ed 
Lowry, Kenny Baker and Frances 
Langford. 

Names offered by the American 
Guild of Musical Artists include 
Lawrence Tibbett, Richard Bonelli, 
Frank Chapman, Jascha_ Heifetz, 
Queena Mario, James Melton, Grace 
Moore, Lanny Ross and Margaret 
Speaks. 

National board will number 45 
members. Headquarters will be in 
New York, with offices to be set up, 
probably within a few days after 
next Monday’s meeting. Dues will 
be $12 a year, with a $10 initiation 
fee. 

To facilitate the organizing of the 
performer field throughout the coun- 
try, there will be three locals of the 
AFRA, respectively for the East, 
West and Mid-west. Each will have 
its own constitution (patterned, 
however, after the national one), 
officers and a certain degree of au- 
tonomy. 

Claim 600 Members 


Estimated the New York per- 
former field is now almost entirely 
organized, with more than 600 mem- 
bers. Large percentage of that 
number reported to have already 
paid initiation fees and dues. AFRA 
officials guess roughly that the or- 
ganization will ultimately number as 
many as 15,000 members nationally. 

Inclusion of radio writers in the 
organization, at first reported from 
the Coast, is understood to have been 
abandoned. When he left New York 
last week after getting the organiza- 
tion under way, Ken Thomson, SAG 
exec secretary, is believed to have 
reached an agreement with the Au- 
thors League of America here that 
jurisdiction of the scripting field 
would be left to the Radio Writers 
Guild, affiliate of the ALA and al- 
ready well started in the field. 

Last Monday (9) night’s AFRA 
meeting in New York, attended by 
about 300 persons, discussed the 
skeleton of the local constitution. 
Suggested changes were offered and 
the draft will be submitted for ap- 
proval at a later meeting. Im- 
portant decisions, however, are gen- 
erally being held until the formal 
granting of the charter by the Four 
A’s and the organization meeting of 
the national board next Monday. 





MARRIAGES 


Janet Olcott, pianist, to William 
Gerard Cavanagh, non-pro, at Sara- 
toga Springs, N. Y., Aug. 5. 

Mary Louise Meyer to George W. 
Thompson in Toledo Aug. 7. Bride 
is member of ‘Smoothies’ at WWJ, 
Detroit. 


Flora Hill, non pro, to Donald 
Naylor, production manager of 
WGST, Atlanta, Aug. 7 in Atlanta. 

Virginia Jackman, non pro, to 
Robert W. Dailey, p.a. for WTAM, 
Cleveland, Aug. 9. 


Joan Eberle, model, to Edward 
Brymer, film designer, Aug. 7, in 
Yuma, Ariz. 


Louise Litton to Maynard Mar- 
quardt in Chicago, Aug. 5. Bride is 
dramatic coach, and groom general 
manager WCFL. - 

Alma McKenzie to George Spittale 
in New York Aug. 6. Bride works 
in script shows on all Philly sta- 
tions. Groom is a broker. 

Marty Chloe Villard to Charles 
Warren in New York Aug. 7. Groom 
is professional mgr. of the Remick 
Music Corp. 


Marilu Geiselman to George T.! 


Case, in Columbia, S. C., Aug. 3. 
Both are staff artists on station WIS, 
Columbia. 


E. M. Saunders, Jr., younger son 


of Edward M. Saunders, western 
MGM _ sales manager, to Grace 
Schwing, in Bronxville, N. Y.,, 
Aug. 12, 





BIRTHS 


To Mr. and Mrs. Oscar Peck, son, 
July 31, in Omaha. Father is assist- 
ant manager of Omaha theatre. 

Mr. and Mrs. Albertus Heding, son, 
July 25, in Indianapolis. Father is 
assistant manager of Lyric theatre. 
Mother former cashier at house, 





' 
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OBITUARIES 


CHARLES ROMANO 


Charles Romano, 38, legit actor, 
died Aug. 9 of a heart attack at his 
home in New York. For the last 
couple of weeks he had been re- 
hearsing in ‘Virginia,’ new Schwartz- 
Stallings musical for the Center 
theatre. 

Son of Enrico Romano, proprie- 
tor of the celebrated restaurant on 
the Strand, London, Romano served 
with the British army in the cam- 
paign against the Turks at Gallipoli. 
He came to the U. S. in 1921 with 
Henry Esmond and subsequently was 
identified with the American stage. 

Plays in which he appeared in- 
clude ‘Romance,’ ‘Will Shakespeare,’ 
‘Gentlemen Prefer Blondes,’ ‘The 
Mountebank,’ ‘Lion Tamer,’ ‘Seventh 
Heaven,’ ‘The Doctor’s Dilemma,’ 
‘Marco Millions,’ ‘Berkeley Square,’ 
‘Clear All Wires,’ ‘The Dark Tower,’ 
‘Richard of Bordeaux,’ ‘While Pa- 
rents Sleep,’ ‘Design for Living’ and 
‘The Great Waltz.’ He served a 
number of times as Equity deputy. 

Surviving are his wife, Mrs. Mary 
Ricard Romano, known on the stage 
as Mary Ricard; a daughter, Peggy 
Romano, and a sister, Mrs. Edward 
Evans, in London. 

Funeral services under the au- 
spices of the Actors’ Fund, will be 


In Loving Memory of My Dear Wife 


MAUDE RYAN 


15, 1935) 


(Aug. 


CHAS. INNESS 


WM. T. RYAN (Brother) 





held at the Walter B. Cooke Funeral 
Home, 117 W. 72d street, New York, 
at noon today (Wednesday), burial in 
Kensico Cemetery. 





LADY TREE 

Lady Tree, 72, widow of the late 
Sir Herbert Beerbohm Tree, died 
in London, Aug. 7, as the result of 
an operation from which she did not 
rally. 

Born Helen Maude Holt, Lady 
Tree married her actor-husband in 
1883, the year of her stage debut, 
and played in his and other com- 
panies until the time of his death. 
She continued her stage work fol- 
lowing his demise, and did not re- 
tire until compelled by advancing 
age. She made her American debut 
in 1895, in her husband’s company, 
and subsequently played many en- 
gagements here. -Her best liked role 
was the Countess de la Briere, in 
‘What Every Woman Knows,’ which 
she played in many revivals. She 
had appeared in a number of Brit- 
ish-made motion pictures in later 
years. 





ALBERT SHORT 


Albert Short, vet midwest unit 
and presentation producer, pit or- 
chestra conductor, and during recent 
years a director and producer of 
radio programs, died in Chicago 
Aug. 10 of apoplexy. Short, who was 
46, was stricken by a heat stroke 
two weeks ago. 

Formerly with Balaban, & Katz 
as a producer of presentations in the 
B&K houses hereabouts, Short went 
over into the unit production field 
when that form of show invaded 
vaude. At the time of his death, the 
producer was associated with Will 
J. Harris in building units. 

Short was also connected with 
NBC’s Chicago studios in a producer- 
conductor capacity. Survived by 
widow and child. 





C. A. WILLAT 


C. A. (Doc) Willat, 58, pioneer in- 
dependent film producer, died in 
Hollywood Aug. 6 from _ lobar 
pneumonia. 

Willat started with Vitagraph pic- 
tures in 1900 and later became as- 
sociated with the New York Motion 
Picture Co., operated by Bauman 
& Kessel, afterward joining Carl 
Laemmle. 

He *was a member of the Lambs 
club, Hollywood Masquers, the Ma- 
sons and Elks. 

Widow, one sister and three broth- 
ers survive. Irvin, one of the broth- 
ers, is a Hollywood picture director. 





ALBERT N. C. FOWLER 


Albert Nelson Chaney Fowler, 64, 
playwright and business man, died 
suddenly at his home in Glens Falls, 
N. Y., Aug. 2. 

He wrote the book of ‘The Tatooed 
Man,” for which Victor Herbert did 
the score, with Frank Daniels as 
star. Fowler authored a number of 





other plays, one of which the farce 
‘Never Again’ was put on by William 
A. Brady in 1927. 

His death, followed only a few 
weeks after his second marriage 
July 17, to the former Miss Edith 
Duell, Glens Falls, a survivor, 





LOUIS FINNERTY 


Louis Finnerty, 54, oldtime vaude 
trouper, died in the General hos. 
pital, Los Angeles, from an intes- 
tinal obstruction Aug. 4. Formerly 
a member of Bernard, Finnerty and 
Mitchell, comedy trio, he had re- 
sided on the Coast 15 years and 
played in many films, the last one 
‘Saratoga.’ 

He was a native of New Jersey. 

Funeral was held Aug. 6 and the 
body shipped to Cranston, N. J., for 
interment. The Troupers Club had 
charge. 





DOROTHY DALE 


Dorothy Dale, 12, juvenile stage 
and screen actress, suctumbed to 
heart ailment after five months ill- 
ness Aug. 1 and was buried in Holy 
Cross Cemetery, Jersey city, Aug. 3, 

She was the daughter of Johnny 
and Loretta Dale, formerly of vaude 
and musical comedy. Youngster had 
appeared on stage with parents and 
in motion picture shorts and had 
been on way to Hollywood career 


| when cardiac trouble developed. 


LOUIS ANCKER 


Louis Ancker, 50, a member of 
the radio team of Lou Ancker and 
Anice Ives, died in New York, Aug. 
6, after an illness of 10 months. 

He had played in many stage pro- 
ductions before starting ‘Every- 
woman’s Club of the Air’ for WIP, 
Philadelphia. He married Miss Ives 
27 years ago. 





MRS. ANNA G. MERRILL 


Mrs. Anna G. Merrill, 60, one time 
vaudeville booker with RKO, died 
at her sister’s home in North Bel- 
grade, Me., Aug. 7. 

Deceased was formerly in charge 
of the New England territory with 
the RKO vaudeville exchange, which 
position she held for many years. 





CHARLES (HAPPY) ADAMS 


Charles (Happy) Adams, 47, for 
many years head canvasman for 
Ringling and lately head props at 
the Hollywood Bowl, died in Los 
Angeles, Aug. 7, of heart attack. 

Was also property manager at the 





Shrine Auditorium and for the 
L. A. and Frisco opera troupes. 
MRS, LOUIS LONG 
Mrs. Louis Long, 35, who, with 


her husband, has operated a string 
of 15 film theatres in Arizona, died 
in Stafford, Ariz., Aug. 7, following 
childbirth. 

Eight-pound son survived. She is 
also survived by her husband and 
two other children. 





JAMES DUGAN 
James E. Dugan, 39, assistant di- 
rector at Metro, died in Hollywood 
Aug. 5 from a heart ailment. Widow 
and two small children survive. 
Funeral service was held Aug. 7 


at Cathedral Chapel, Hollywood, 
burial following in Calvary Cem- 
etery. 


STEVE K. DUROS 


Steve K. Duros, 43, founder of the 
old Nickelodeon, first motion picture 
house in Columbus, O., died there 
Aug. 1. He also was an operator 
at the Pastime, Dreamland and the 
old Empress. 

His widow, mother, two sisters and 
two brothers survive. 





JOHN ALBERT ROPP 

John Albert Ropp, 77, who for 12 
years was an acrobat with the Sells 
Brothers circus, died recently at his 
home at Forest, O. 

He traveled throughout the United 
States, Australia and New Zealand 
with the circus. 





DWIGHT CULVER ; 
Dwight Culver, 31, of Paramount's 
budget department, died Aug. 6 in 
Los Angeles after an illness of three 
months during which he submitted 
to two brain operations. 
He is survived by his widow and 
an eight-year-old daughter. 





Mother, 66, of George McCall, ex- 
VARIETY, now of Hollywood office of 
Universal Service, died in Buffalo, 
Aug. 2. 
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Gays, then off to Kansas City, and 


follows with New York. 





Virginia Seeds, WLS, Chicago, 
publicist, married last October, to 
nevene full time to housekeeping, be- 
ginning Aug. 15. WLS spot not yet 
filled. 





Ralph Nordberg, WGY, Schenec- 
iady, commercial manager since last 
November, has been transferred to 
NBC’s New York headquarters sell- 
ing time. 





Harrisen Bailey, KMOX, St. Louis, 
continuity writer, resigned to take 
post of program dir. for WICA, 
Ashtabula, O. 





John Gerrecht, part time an- 
nouncer on WGAL, Lancaster, is a 
diamond expert in a local jewelers. 





Birt Fisher, manager of KOMO, 
Seattle, deepsea angling last week 
off Mexico with Al Pearce. 





Graham McNamee renewed as an- 


nouncer on the Vallee (Royal Gela- | 


tine) program for another 52 weeks. 
NBC Artists Service handles the 
mikemen. 





Mary MeCermick, radio trouper 
working several web script serials 


out of New York, set for a film try | 
with Warner's starting Jan. 1. Curtis | 


& Allen agency placed. 





Lina Cevingten Harrill, chatterer 
on WSOC, Charlotte, N. C., for the 
past two years, now on WBT, same 
town. 





Albert Miller has been added to 
the seripters on the Town Hall pro- 
gram with Walter O’Keefe. Set by 
Bill Jeyce, of the William Morris 
office. 





Jeseph J. Auerhaan, p.a. of WNYC, 
New York, is out, being replaced by 
Seymour N. Siegel, doubling as di- 
rector of the program division. 





Kelin D. Hager, WGY, Schenectady 
manager, his wife, and twin daugh- 
ters, Koline and Norine, are vaca- 
tioning at Westbrook, Conn. 





Cernelia Osgeed pinch-hitting for | 


Kay Brinker on WBBM ‘Manhattan 
Mother’ serial, during latter’s illness. 





Arthur Church, KMBC head, in 
Chicago for stopover before proceed- 
ing to N. Y. to supervise recordings 
ot more ‘Phenomenon’ episodes. 





Riehard O’Brien and Dave Caugh-. 


lan have joined sales staff of KSD, 
St. Louis. 





Dering summer months KWK has 
been hitting air at 6:30 am.—an hour 
later than usual. There is no day- 
light saving law in St. Louis. 





KWK’s ‘Minstrel Show,’ 
tolled by Slack Furniture Co., East 
St. Louis, for more than a year, is 
off the air for a few weeks. Pro- 
gram is presented in Municipal 
Auditorium every Monday p.m. be- | 


' fore live audience. 





L. A. Benson, of WIL, St. Louis, 
has signed contract with Smail & 
Brewer, as national sales 
sentatives. 





Edgar P. Shutz, commercial mgr. | 
on biz calls in| 


of WIL, St. Louis, 


Washington, New York, Detroit and | 
Chicago on way home from vacation. | 





Les Allen is new staff announcer 
&i KYA, Oakland. 





Beb Geerner has replaced Dudley 


Manlove as announcer on KROW, 
Oakland. 


N. W. Lukewarm 
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which the theatre owners helped to 
build and assist in supporting in 
their taxpayer roles, has been pro- 
viding an unusually large amount of 


Opposition, There have been weekly | 


wrestling cards and a pop series of 
Symphony concerts for the first 
time and now Harry Hirsch’s roller 
derby is packing ‘em in and will run 
for 21 days. 


Because of the hundreds of lake | 


“esorts featuring fishing other sum- 
mers, ewen lacking this one’s attrac- 
tions, always have given plenty of 
Worry te theaires, 


| 
bank- | 


repre- | 


WHAT 


New York, Aug. 9. 
| Editor, Variety: 


Under the heading ‘Britain favors 
/home talent,’ the following, as part. 
appeared in a recent issue of the 
N. Y. Times: 

‘Recognizing itself as the ‘Sole 
Trustee for Broadcasting in Britain,’ 
the British Broadcasting Corp., in 
its journal, the Radio Times, asserts 
it is bound to give its listeners the 
best wherever it is found. Home 
talent has succeeded in this aim.’ It 
further says that Britain artists are 
the backbone of British broadcast- 
| ing. 

Knowing the above utterance to 
be nothing but self-complacent re- 
marks of one in the ranks, I feel it 
incumbent on me as one who has 
been very closely connected with ra- 
|dio in many countries, to say that 
never at any time has Great Britain 
been able to hold a candle to Amer- 





jican programs and that so far as 


even a knowledge of required tech- 
nique and showmanship is concerned, 
British broadcasting is, in the main, 
amateurish as compared. There are 
| such a majority of listeners at home 
who wish the programs were even 
a little more ‘homely’ and who would 
| welcome an opportunity to be en- 
tertained by some of their favorite 
| American picture stars, that the 
| above utterance Becomes even more 
| ridiculous. Unfortunately nothing 
can be done. British Broadcasting 
is an autocracy unto itself. 


| I consider it bad form and un- 
| sportsmanlike to state publicly as 
this writer did, that ‘events picked 
up from other countries are only 
the trimmings,’ and my fellow coun- 
tryman could well spend a few 
months in U. S. A. to send him back 
with a troubled conscience. Al- 
though American broadcasting itself, 
including certain network programs, 
has room for much improvement, 
owing to inefficient directors here, 
there is no doubt that it is on the 
whole doing the greatest job in the 
world of radio today. While the 
present keen competition amongst 
sponsors keeps up, radio entertain- 
ment in U. S. A. must leap ahead of 
that in Great Britain. 


Under present conditions British 
| programs can never hope to compare 
with American. To prove this would 
| be quite a simple thing. A contest 
could be organized. We compete 
against America in sporting events, 
and competition improves talent. It 
would mean an exchange of artists 
and would stimulate and revive pub- 
lic interest and unless I am gravely 
mistaken (and I would of course like 
to be) would give justifiable cause 
to prevent a repetition of unfair 
statements. 








B. Charles-Dean. 


(Pres., Briitsh American Produc- 
tions, Inc.) 


Barney Gerard en Burlesk 
Culver City, Aug. 3. 
Editor, Variety: 


I read with great interest in the 
Forum of your issue of July 28, the 
letters of J. Hapgood Courtenay and 
of James Henry Sprague. Sprague’s 
mention of travesties, citing those 
|done by Harry Morris, namely on 
Cyrano de Bergerac’ and ‘Trilby,’ in- 
| dicates he can go back some. But 
'he is right—good travesties have al- 
| ways been entertaining. I used to 

make them an annual feature of 
‘Follies of the Day.’ Good travesty 
|artists have always been scarce. 
'Such sterling artists as Gertrude 
Hayes and Larry McCale were ideal 
|exponents of the art of travesty. For 





|example, their work in the first ‘Fol- 
| lies of the Day,’ in which they bur- 
lesqued “The Easiest Way,’ ‘The 
Heart of Maryland,’ ‘Uncle Tom’s 
Cabin’ and ‘Railroad Jack.’ But even 
in those days it was difficult to find 
actors who could properly portray 
the characters in such travesties. 
Another actor who starred in one of 
my later shows, Edmond Hayes, was 
excellent in travesties, but 
others who were successful in trav- 
esty, he was a good acior. The aver- 
age actor, 
ito get his laughs by being funny, 
while the best results are obtained 
when the mood is played seriously. 

Mr. Courtenay concludes his let- 
ter with ‘The theatre isn't dead. It's 
merely suffering from amnesia. He 
is absolutely right. The theatre is 
bound to come back and if it doesn't 
lit will affect the entire amusement 


/tures as well as the speaking stage. 
There is talent waiting to be dis- 
covered most everywhere if the dis- 
cerning producer will only detect it. 


I see plenty of it walking the streets , program to be used io drum 


of Hollywood, and from reports the 





like | 


in essaving travesties, tries | 





i‘Your Invention’ 
nt | will 
business which includes motion pic- | 
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same condition exists throughout the 
country. 

I recall my entrance into burlesque 
in 1905 when the two circuits—the 
Western and the Eastern Wheels— 
went their separate ways. The East- 
ern Wheel had the shows and pro- 
ducers, while the Western Wheel had 
the theatres, and was forced to make 
its own producers. That’s how I got 
my start. Never having seen many 
burlesque shows, I wasn’t familiar 
with the ‘nigger’ acts or ‘bits,’ and 
as a result I came in with new, un- 
hackneyed ideas. As a result I made 
good from the start. I concentrated 
on ideas, humor, entertainment, de- 
void of vulgarity or filth. 

In 1908 I produced ‘Follies of the 
Day,’ a satirical revue, with traves- 
ties, and bubbling over with funny 
scenes backed up by an original mu- 
sical score. I first got the idea, in- 
tending it for a Broadway revue. 
When I got my own franchise from 
the Empire Circuit I decided to fore- 
go a Broadway production, several 
managers being interested in the 
show. The wisdom of my judgment 
at the time was vindicated when for 
18 consecutive years these annual 
productions, absolutely clean and re- 
freshing, and always full of new 
ideas, continued to prosper. 

I realized many years ago that the 
name burlesque was doomed and I 
omitted it from all advertising of 
every nature. The sprouting of stock 
burlesque theatres all over the coun- 
try started the decline of burlesque 
and the fact that producers without 
imagination or initiative continued 
to produce the same bits year in and 
year out. Then when strip-teasers 
and vulgarity of the lowest form 
was injected, the bottom dropped out 
of the burlesque business. Some 
good will come from it all. There 
will be a new kind of entertainment 
rise in its place, but producers will 
have to forget the kind of shows 
they offered in the past. 

This is a new era—the only re- 
semblance to the old one is that the 
public is still willing to be enter- 
tained. What constitutes entertain- 
ment? That's what they've got to 
find out. They will have to dig up 
new blood, just as the Wesiern 
Wheel did, and history may repeat 
itself. It always does! 

Barney Gerard. 

(Metro-Goldwyn-Mayer Studios) 


Why Exhibs Can’t Co-op 
New Haven, Aug. 6. 

Editor, Variety: 

I suppose the What They Think 
department is open to all, but why 
waste space on the suggestion that 
exhibitors sheuld form one strong 
organization instead of dividing their 
strength? 

It simply cannot be done. Even 
before the days of the producer- 
operated chains there were always 
a group of maleontents unwilling to 
trail with the others for the com- 
mon good. There always will be. 

Exhibitors simply will not unite in 
a common bond, and the producers 
know it. Therefore they don’t scare. 
Any suggestion of complete coopera- 
tion simply doesn’t make sense. 

Hugo Blaisfield 





Igneres Imitaters 
New York, Aug. 5. 
Editor, Variety: 

Relative to story in last week's 
issue about my WMCA program, 
‘Your Invention,’ I have no inten- 
tion of dignifying any of my imita- 
tors by entering into controversy 
with them. However, as there was 
an unintentional mis-statement of 
fact in your story, I would appreci- 
ate the opportunity of setting the 
record straight. 

As to priority—I first presented 
my program idea to Mr. Hall, pro- 
gram director of WMCA, on April 
6, 1937. At that date it was accepted 
for production by Mr. Hall. He had 
no suitable evening time available 
then; therefore, the show was not 





announced until the time could be 
cleared. My first broadcast was 
made June 21, 1937 


I have never used an advisory 


board. I did organize a group of | 
my business and financial friends | 
and sold them the idea that they | 


could do a great deal of good by 
undertaking to see that worthy in- 
ventors get the capital, manufactur- 
ing and sales facilities they needed. 

I think it important that you know 
the rules under which I conduct the | 
program. First, I | 
not broadcast any invention 
that hasn't been patented, as with- | 
out a Patent Office claim, I don't | 
believe an inventor is adequately 


| 


Furthermore. I will not ailiow my 
up 


business for any patent attorney. I 


| something. 


jreads an announcer 
protected for broadcasiing purposes. | actor. 


don’t believe in pinning medals on | 
nventors, as you can’t eat medals, | 


but I do believe it is important to 
get inventors set up in their own 
business, which is why I spend a 
considerable portion of my time try- 
ing to aid them financially through 
my friends in the business world. 
Any service that I am able to render 
is freely given. I never have, nor 
ever will accept any fee, interest, or 
commission, for my efforts in this 
respect. Ill get mine from one of 
the three sponsors who are now 
dickering with me. 
Sam Hammer. 


Vaude’s Nitery Chances 
New York, Aug. 7. 
Editor, Variety: 

The part which hotels and nighi- 
eries play in fostering and introduc- 
ing new talent to the allied fields 
of entertainment should be recog- 
nized to a greater degree than at 
present. 


Demise of vaudeville and the cor- i 


responding rise of radio and screen 
focus new talent discoveries upon 
the nighteries. In recent months 
hotels have been providing more 
and more specialty acts with the 
floor shows, attempting to re-intro- 
duce many of the old-time vaude- 
ville favorites who are pacing time 
until television rounds that corner. 

The object of such attention by 
hotel managers has changed. Talent 
discoveries are not predictable al- 
ways. In the event of a surprise dis- 
covery—larger entertainment mag- 
nates (viz: screen and radio), con- 
tract talent exclusively. Which is 
not opposed by hotels and nighteries, 
but which makes for more serious 
concentration on entertainment set- 
ups. 

Recent months have found a new 
interest on part of the public for 
hotel entertainment. Summer months 
which used to spell ‘BO-NG’ now 
hold plenty of chance for BO. The 
attitude of your night-clubber has 
changed. No more listlessness and 
heavy drinking. Moderation and a 
new zest for a pleasant good time 
has followed the increase in the 
country’s pocketbok. 

Specialty acts have come into a 
new vogue with the present tide. 
The juggler, the roller skating spe- 
cialists, the high hat dancers, with 
new routines, the sophisticated ma- 
gician with the ‘Thin Man’ debon- 
aire—all answer the problems of 
hotel and nightery entertainment 
needs. The top demand, however, 
still is for a name head for your 
show. That's why we've been book- 
ing the biggest music-makers in the 
biz, and featuring their shows with 
novel (and new) specialty acts. 

Robert K. Christenberry. 
Vice-Pres. and Gen'l 
Mgr., Hotel Astor, N. Y. 


Radie Amnouncer’s Peeve 
Chicago, Aug. 6. 
Editor, Vanity: 

Am wondering just where we an- 
nouncers are going to wind up with 
the effort to unionize radio. ‘We've 
been invited into AGRAP; some of 
us belong to Equity and now comes 
a feeble bid from Radio Guild. I 
say feeble because from reports I 
get, Actors Radio Guild doesn't care 
particularly whether we join up or 
not. 

From my own experience I would 
say this disinterest, or seeming lack 
of trying to land announcers solid 
by this Guild is a bad mistake. And 
one that should be corrected before 
it is too late. From my own ex- 
perience I would suy the announcer 
is more essential to a program than 
an actor. Don't forget the numer- 
ous little stations which can get 
along without actors or live talent 
but try and dispense with an an- 
nouncer. They can play records, but 
they need an announcer in between 
times to keep the programs running. 

I fear that Radio Guild is being 


swayed by having too many actors | 


in New York at these formative 
meetings. That's fine and good, but | 
why overlook the announcers scat- 


tered into every community of im- 
portance in the U. S. Besides, get- 
ting these spieling boys in on the 


; ground floor will give the organiza- 
| tion backbone and the ‘strength es- 


sential for the Guild to amount to 
If I haven't made mvy- 
self clear, just ask some of the pro- 
duction men, announcers 


My understanding is that the 
Radio Guild’s proposed constitution 
can't be an 
But is there a similar 


pro- 
| vision stating that an actor can't 
announee or narrate’ What about 
a master of ceremonies? Is he an 


{ Plays Out of Town 


—- 











(Continued from page 58) 


| THE LOST COLONY 





aid of the Lost Colony Chorus of ex- 
cellent voices from the Westminisier 
Choir, secured for the summer, a 
large outdoor organ, and Indian 
dancers. Theatre stands on the very 
spot where the first brave but futile 
attempt was an up- 
chartered América. waters of 
Roanoke Sound form a backdrop, the 
same waters in which Raleigh's ships 
drepped anchor. All about the cerig- 
inal fort and buildings stand, re- 
constructed to form a part of the 
theatre. 

Screening and lights enable the 
rapid shifting of action from Eng- 
land, to Indian village in America, to 
the colonists’ own Fort Raleigh, and 
so on. There are three levels of the 
| 100-feet stage and action shifts on 
| these from stage right to stage left 
and back, in panoramic fashion. 

Principal parts are carried by a 
group of Federal Theatre players 
brought from New York, the second- 
ary roles are played by members of 
the Carolina Playmakers group, mob 
scenes use towns le, and minor 
Indian parts are played by boys from 
a nearby CCC camp. There are 130 
in the cast. 

Between scenes a historian catches 
up the loose ends with brief read- 
ings. The music, which utilizes old 
English folk songs, ballads and 
hymns, to which Mr. Green put new 
words, is the making of the presen- 
tation. The show plays for an hour 
and 50 minutes. 

The symphonic drama has a 
deeply religious tone and theme. 
Comic relief is provided largely by 
the beggar whe was kicked from 
pubs in England, came with the ex- 
pedition, was made a new man by 
aah new world, and eventually rose 

position of respect and leader- 
shi ip in the little colony. 
whole thing has a natural 
a hauntingly poetic, and 
by many who have fol- 
lowed closely the career of Paul 
Green as by far the best thing he 
has yet done. 

The drama that has been created 
on the known facts of the romantic 
mystery of the lost colony creates a 
man against the wilderness situation. 
To Sir Walter Raleigh the new world 
is a luring dream, under the Green 
interpretation. To Queen Elizabeth 
it is a teasing shadow that would 
her resources. To Eleanor 
Dare, mother of the first American- 
born white child, it is a chance for 
spiritual freedom. To her husband 
it is just another Pa of duty for a 
soldier. Te John Bordon, hero of the 
story, the adventure unlooses a 
ey for leadership. To Old Tom, 

the beggar and jester, it is the hope 
of becoming a real man. 

The first act deals with the dif- 
ficult enterprise conceived by Ra- 
leigh and undertaken by his fol- 
lowers. Swift scenes show the set- 
tlers arousing the enmity of the In- 
dians, and so on. The second act 
treats of a pioneer settlement pianted 





and a civilization be Hopes are 

high. Homes are being shaped from 

= wilderness, The y is 
n. 


And then supplies fail. There is 
a long brave watching } help that 
never comes, has 
ruled in the Pome of activity on the 
part of the Spanish against England 


tiny band of settlers. _— one day 
&, warlike ee ae 


their last tragic oat into the dark 
wilderness. It has been said that it 
is not a play because it doesn't end. 
The le vanish and the play van- 
ishes with them. But there is some 
sort of unity—if not dramatic unity. 
And the somber tragedy takes on an 
etheral quality. It is story of a 
failure but not of human weakness. 
The ideal remains even after the 
people have vanished. Nowhere is 
the realism marred. There is no 
coming back for curtain calls. 

The most powerful scene is the 
last, where the colony is swallowed 
up in the wilderness of the new 
world. The lights dim and the set- 
tlers file off to be enshrouded in an 
unbroken veil of mystery. A single 
beam of light follows them across 
the stage until the last group trudges 





and vet- | 
erans in this crazy radio business. 


up the little hillside and behind the 
trees. The organ picks up the tab- 
|leau and the play is over. Silence 
prevails for a time before the audi- 
;ence gets back from the real char- 
‘acters that Green has made of the 
| poor, grotesque, brave and pathetic 
Roanoke Islanders of 1587—-350 years 
| ago. 





If there is a star of the show iit is 
the choir. Harden. 
actor or announcer? Or a sound 


effects man? I think it would be a 
good thing if they kept most an- 

nouncers from acting, or at least on 

the broadcasts they announce. This 
is where Radio Guild should insist 
| that a real actor be used. 

My thought on the birth of this 
Radio Guild is that it won't amount 
to much without a full membership 
;of announcers, and the hearty wc!l- 
jcome sign hung out for them. Yet, 

it seems to be shaping up as siricily 
|fer the radio actors, with the an- 

nouncers cnly tolerated as a sceand 
thought. Spicler 
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